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The  opening  meeting  of  the  Eighteenth 
Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers  International  Union  convened  at 
ten-forty  o'clock,  Capitol  Hotel,  Nevi^  York 
City,  William  J.  McSorley,  President,  pres- 
iding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion will  please  come  to  order.  All  delegates 
will  kindly  be  seated. 

We  will  have  The  Reverend  Bernard  A. 
Quinn  deliver  the  invocation. 

Father  Quinn! 

THE  REVEREND  BERNARD  A. 
QUINN:  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen.  We  pray 
Thee,  Almighty  and  Eternal  God,  to  preside 
over  the  deliberations  of  this  Union  gathered 
here  in  convention  that  they  may  continue 
with  unchanging  faith  in  the  confession  of 
Thy  name.  We  pray  Thee,  O  God  of  might, 
wisdom  and  justice,  through  whom  author- 
ity is  rightly  administered,  laws  are  en- 
acted, and  judgment  decreed,  assist  with 
Thy  holy  spirit  of  counsel  and  fortitude  the 
President  of  these  United  States  that  his 
administration  may  be  conducted  in  right- 
eousness and  be  eminently  useful  to  Thy 
people  over  whom  he  presides,  by  encou- 
raging due  respect  for  virtue  and  religion,  by 


faithful  execution  of  the  laws  of  justice  and 
mercy  and  by  restraining  vice  and  immor- 
ality. 

We  recommend  likewise  to  Thy  unbound- 
ed mercy  the  members  of  this  Union,  all 
our  brethren  and  fellow  citizens,  that  they 
may  be  blessed  in  the  knowledge  and  sancti- 
fied in  the  observance  of  Thy  holy  law,  that 
they  may  be  preserved  in  union  and  in  that 
peace  which  the  world  cannot  give,  and 
after  enjoying  the  blessings  of  this  life  be 
added  to  those  of  your  eternal  kingdom. 
Amen. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  next  have 
the  honor  and  pleasure  of  presenting  to 
this  convention  a  man  who  has  done  a 
large  amount  of  great  work  for  the  work- 
ing classes  of  people  all  throughout  the 
State  of  New  York,  a  man  whose  energy 
and  activity  with  the  State  Legislature  of 
this  State  has  succeeded  in  bringing  about 
more  labor  legislation  beneficial  to  the 
working  classes  of  people  in  this  State  in 
the  last  four  years  than  has  ever  been  ex- 
perienced in  the  history  of  the  State  before, 
and  I  assure  you  that  it  is  a  great  pleasure 
and  an  honor  to  present  to  you  Mr.  George 
Meaney,  the  President  of  the  New  York 
State  Federation  of  Labor. 

(The  audience  arose  and  applauded). 
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MR.  GEORGE  MEANEY:  Brother  Mc- 
Sorley,  Reverend  Father  ^uiun,  and  Dele- 
gates to  tl»e  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers  International  Union:  It 
is  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  come  here  this 
morning  to  say  a  word  of  welcome  to  the 
delegates  to  this  convention  on  behalf  of 
the  Trade  Union  Movement  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

It  is  a  particualr  pleasure,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
to  welcome  you  here  as  the  International 
Union  which  has  in  its  membership  so  many 
local  unions  which  are  affiliated  with  and 
which  are  counted  by  everybody  in  this 
State  as  the  most  loyal  members  of  the 
New  York  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

In  the  third  sense,  it  is  a  particular  per- 
sonal pleasure  for  me  to  address  this  con- 
vention because  of  my  long  association  and 
close  friendship  with  your  International 
President.  During  the  years  that  1  spent 
as  the  secretary  of  a  local  building  trades 
council  here,  1  came  to  know  Bill  McSorley. 
1  came  to  know  him  for  his  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  Building  Trades  Depart- 
ment of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  having  the  privilege  of  knowing  him, 
it  was  inevitable,  as  you  know,  that  you 
cannot  know  the  man  without  admiring  him. 

So,  as  1  say  it,  it  is  a  three-fold  pleasure 
to  come  here  this  morning  to  welcome  you 
to  the  City  of  New  Y'ork  and  to  express 
the  hope  that  your  stay  here  will  be  a 
pleasant  stay,  that  you  will  enjoy  yourself 
while  here,  and  that  your  general  member- 
ship will  benefit  from  the  business  which  is 
transacted  in  this  City  this  week  by  this 
convention. 

1  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  about 
one  or  two  problems  which  are  of  particular 
interest  to  the  trade  union  movement  at 
this  particular  time,  with  the  idea  in  mind 
that  perhaps  some  thought  of  mine  may 
find  a  responsive  chord  in  the  deliberations 
of  this  convention.  W^hether  it  does  or  not, 
of  course,  it  is  with  the  understanding  that 
there  are  no  suggestions  made  on  my  part, 
that  I  am  just  giving  you  my  thoughts  as 
they  occur  on  these  particular  problems. 

The  first  problem  is  one  which  I  am  sure 
we  are  all  concerned  with,  and  that  is  the 
so-called  agitation  for  the  annual  wage  in 
the  building  industry.  I  think  it  is  well  to 


analyze  that  particular  problem  and  see  just 
what  it  means.  1  picked  up  a  copy  of  a 
paper  known  as  "News  and  Opinions."  It 
is  the  paper  of  the  Building  Trades  Employ- 
ers Association  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
They  had  some  comment  to  make  on  the 
question  of  an  annual  wage  for  building 
and  construction  workers.  Here  is  the  the- 
ory back  of  the  annual  wage:  the  idea  that 
the  hourly  wage  rates  of  building  trades 
mechanics  are  so  high  that  they  discourage 
the  investment  of  money  in  the  construc- 
tion business,  and  that  it  would  be  much 
better  for  the  construction  business  gener- 
ally if  these  hourly  rates  were  translated 
perhaps  into  an  annual  rate  which  would 
reflect  a  wage  perhaps  less  than  the  hourly 
rate. 

That  is  the  theory.  It  has  come  out  of 
Washington.  It  has  come  from  the  theorists 
who  are  connected  with  our  national  ad- 
ministration. It  has  been  suggested  by  the 
President  himself.  But  up  to  the  present 
time  no  one  has  come  forth  with  a  practical 
plan  to  apply  this  theory  to  the  building 
industry.  I  notice  now  that  the  Building 
Trades  Empolyers  Association  through  this 
paper  "News  and  Opinion"  puts  the  onus 
or  attempts  to  put  the  onus  for  the  sub- 
mission of  a  practical  plan  on  the  building 
trade  unions.  They  neglected  to  recognize 
the  fact  that  this  proposition  for  an  annual 
wage  rate  in  no  sense  has  come  from  the 
1)uilding  trades  unions,  either  locally  or 
through  their  international  unions.  It  has 
come  from  the  theorists  who  believe  that 
they  know  more  about  what  is  good  for 
the  working  man  than  the  working  man 
does  himself. 

The  theory,  as  I  told  you,  is  that  it  would 
be  better  for  all  if  an  annual  wage  was 
secured,  that  the  annua!  income  would  be 
higher  even  though  the  hourly  rates  were 
lower.  But  here  is  the  catch  in  the  whole 
plan:  that  no  one  has  come  forth,  as  I  say, 
with  a  method  of  putting  this  plan  into 
operation.  The  catch  in  it  is  this:  that  in 
order  to  get  this  annual  wage,  someone 
must  guarantee  to  pay  it,  and  if  someone 
guarantees  to  pay  it,  and  has  a  large  oper- 
ation where  the  particular  corporation  can 
guarantee  to  employ  men  for  a  full  year, 
and  they  receive  a  lower  rate  on  that  parti- 
cular job,  they  are  immediately  in  a  com- 
petitive advantage  with  the  particular  emp- 
loyer who  cannot  guarantee  that  year's  work. 
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So  111  tlie  final  analysis,  the  employer  who 
cannot  guarantee  a  year's  work  and  there- 
fore has  to  pay  the  so-called  high  hourly 
rate,  cannot  compete  with  the  large  cor- 
poration, be  it  the  United  States  Housing 
Authority,  the  Metropolitan  Lite,  or  any 
great  insurance  company.  He  cannot  com- 
pete when  the  renting  season  comes  around, 
whether  he  is  renting  apartment  or  whether 
he  is  renting  offices.  That  is  the  fallacy  of 
the  whole  plan,  so  the  natural  result  would 
be  —  and  I  have  analyzed  it  backward  and 
forward  —  that  you  would  have,  in  order 
to  keep  that  fellow  in  business,  to  give 
him  an  hourly  rate  that  compared  favorably 
with  the  annual  rate  figured  on  an  hourly 
basis. 

So  when  you  sum  it  all  up  —  and,  as  I 
say,  1  have  analyzed  this  proposition  for  an 
annual  wage  rate  —  it  sums  up  into  a  cut 
in  wages.  There  is  no  other  way  to  analyze 
it,  there  is  no  other  conclusion  that  you  can 
bring  from  it;  because  while  there  is  some 
sense  to  the  declaration  that  men  would 
rather  have  an  annual  income  than  the  spas- 
madic  employment  at  a  high  hourly  rate,  1 
would  like  you  to  picture  for  yourself  go- 
ing into  a  local  union  —  and  to  use  round 
numbers  we  will  say  there  are  100  men  — 
and  saying,  "Boys,  I  have  a  year's  work  for 
you.  The  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany is  going  to  put  up  a  big  job.  I  have  a 
year's  work  for  you,  if  you  will  take  it  at 
less  than  your  hourly  rate  for  the  year." 

Well,  that  might  sound  attractive,  but  if 
you  said  in  the  next  breath,  "Of  course,  I 
don't  mean  all  of  you  people,  I  only  mean 
20  out  of  the  100,"  the  other  80  would  natur- 
aly  say,  "Well,  what  is  going  to  become 
of  us?" 

I  will  tell  you  what  is  going  to  become 
of  them  under  this  plan,  and  I  will  show 
you  where  this  plan  falls  of  its  own  weight. 
The  other  80  could  not  find  work,  at  the 
prevailing  rate  of  wages,  because  the  emp- 
loyers who  might  employ  them  could  not 
compete  with  the  employer  who  was  emp- 
loying the  20  at  the  lower  hourly  rate  based 
on  an  annual  pay  basis. 

The  Building  Trades  Employers  Associa- 
tion in  their  little  article  in  this  month's 
"News  and  Opinion"  say  to  the  building 
trades  workers:  "In  order  to  effectuate  snch 


a  plan,  of  course  it  is  impossible  to  apply 
it  to  all  workers.  The  incal  unions  must  tell 
us  and  nmst  decide  what  percentage,"  what 
limited  percentage  liiey  put  it,  "of  their 
workers  they  woidd  want  to  work  on  this 
annual  wage  plan." 

I  am  just  leaving  that  thought  with  you, 
because  you  are  going  to  hear  more  of  this 
in  the  days  to  come,  you  are  going  to  hear 
people  proposing  the  idea  and  trying  to  sell 
it  to  your  members,  that  it  would  be  better 
for  them  to  have  an  annual  wage  rate  that 
would  assure  them  a  higher  annual  income 
even  though  a  lower  hourly  pay,  that  it 
would  encourage  building  and  that  it  would 
tend  to  bring  capital  into  the  building  in- 
dustry. In  the  final  analysis,  there  is  only 
one  way  that  it  possibly  can  work,  and  that 
is  in  a  general  wage  cut  for  the  building 
industry. 

There  is  just  one  other  question  that  I 
want  to  discuss  very  briefly.  You  are  meet- 
ing here  this  morning  at  a  time  when  labor 
all  over  the  world  is  concerned  with  what  is 
going  on  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean. 
We  don't  know  what  the  days  to  come  are 
going  to  bring  to  us.  The  policy  of  this 
country  at  the  present  time  is  one  of  neutral- 
ity. With  that  policy  I  am  sure  we  all  agree, 
but  we  don't  know  how  long  this  country  is 
going  to  be  neutral.  And  I  am  sure  that  it 
must  run  through  your  minds  as  represen- 
tatives of  organized  workers  just  what  pro- 
cedure, what  policy  should  labor  follow  at 
the  present  time. 

I  am  sure  that  everybody  has  some  idea 
I  myself  have  an  idea,  and  it  is  a  very,  very 
simple  idea.  I  would  like  to  leave  it  with 
you.  That  is,  that  organized  labor  in  this 
country  follow  the  first  principles  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  that  they 
examine  the  reasons  for  the  existence  of  a 
labor  union,  and  that  they  apply  their  policy 
and  their  activities  to  giving  effect  to  those 
reasons  for  the  existence  of  a  labor  union. 
In  other  words,  that  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  and  all  its  local  unions  in  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  apply  them- 
selves to  the  American  principle  of  a  trade 
union  for  one  purpose,  to  improve  the  con- 
ditions under  which  workers  must  work  and 
under  which  they  and  their  families  must 
live. 
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That  is  tlie  reason  for  the  existence  of  a 
trade  union,  not  to  fortify  the  pohlical  for- 
tunes of  some  individual,  not  to  decide  or 
influence  the  people  of  America  one  way  oi 
the  other  as  to  what  is  going  on  in  Europe, 
not  to  sow  the  seeds  of  a  Communist  or  a 
Fascist  theory  in  the  hearts  of  American 
people;  not  to  play  petty  politics  with  one 
or  the  other  of  the  major  political  parties,  or 
any  other  political  party. 

Those  are  not  the  reasons  for  the  exist- 
ence of  a  trade  union.  There  is  only  one 
reason  for  the  existence  of  a  trade  union 
Men  group  themselves  together  in  these 
unions  originally  for  one  reason:  To  im- 
prove the  conditions  under  which  they  must 
work  and  under  which  they  must  live,  they 
and  their  families.  That  is  the  reason.  And 
everything  that  you  have  done,  everything 
that  was  ever  written  into  the  proceedings 
of  your  conventions  or  in  j'our  constitution, 
was  to  give  effect  to  that  particular  purpose 
When  we  go  out  and  ask  our  members 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this 
land  to  buy  goods  with  the  Union  label  on 
them,  we  are  doing  that  to  give  effect  to 
that  reason,  to  improve  the  conditions  of 
the  workers  who  work  under  a  union  label 
When  we  appear  before  the  state  legislative 
bodies  and  plead  for  legislation  that  is  bene- 
ficial to  labor  and  oppose  legislation  that  is 
detrimental  to  labor,  we  do  that  to  give  ef- 
fect to  that  one  particular  reason. 

So  I  say  to  you  that  it  is  labor's  job  in 
the  days  to  come  to  apply  themselves  reli- 
giously to  that  particular  job  of  improving 
the  conditions  under  which  their  members 
and  the  workers  in  their  industry  must  work 
and  live.  If  we  do  that,  we  can  keep  our 
people  away  from  the  isms  that  are  disturb- 
ing the  Old  World.  After  all,  you  and  I 
know  that  it  makes  no  difference  what  type 
of  dictatorship  fastens  its  hold  on  a  people, 
that  when  a  dictatorship  fastens  its  hold  on 
a  people,  whether  it  is  a  Communistic  dic- 
tatorship or  a  Fascist  or  a  Nazi  dictator- 
ship, there  is  one  inevitable  result:  The  labor 
unions  of  that  particular  country  disappear, 
because  under  a  dictatorship  there  cannot  be 
free  trade  tmionism.  And  where  there  is  free 
trade  unionism,  where  men  have  the  right 
and  the  privilege  to  join  organizations  to 
give  effect  to  their  desires  in  the  industrial 
field,  a  dictatorship  cannot  long  exist,  be- 
cause a  free  trade  union  is  a  menace  to  the 
dictator. 


And  1  say  to  you  that  the  opposite  i.>  iruc; 
that  any  dictatorship,  no  matter  what  its 
type  or  form,  menaces  the  existence  of  a 
free  trade  union.  In  fact,  there  is  no  question 
about  it.  li  destroys  free  trade  unionism. 
We  have  seen  that  in  Germany;  we  have 
seen  it  in  Russia;  and  we  have  seen  it  in 
Italy.  And  the  best  way  to  see  that  it  doesn't 
happen  here  is  to  keep  our  movement,  which 
is  comprised  of  millions  of  American  cit- 
izens, American  in  every  possible  sense  of 
the  word;  keep  it  so  that  the  people  of 
foreign  origin  in  this  country  will  know  that 
we  believe  we  have  the  best  form  of  gov- 
ernment in  the  world.  Let  the  people  of  this 
country  know  in  the  days  to  come  by  our 
actions  that  we  believe  that  our  American- 
ism is  more  than  just  a  reverence  for  the 
founders  of  a  great  country;  that  it  is  more 
than  paying  honor  to  our  past  history;  that 
our  Americanism  represents  to  us  the  finest 
system  of  government  that  the  mind  of  man 
has  yet  been  able  to  invent  to  govern  a  free 
people  and  to  keep  them  free. 

So  I  say  to  you  here  this  morning  that  it 
behooves  us  in  these  trying  times  to  keep 
our  feet  on  the  ground,  to  apply  ourselves 
to  the  job  for  which  we  have  a  trade  union. 
I  know  that  this  and  the  International  Union 
has  done  it  in  the  past.  I  know  that  in  the  years 
gone  by,  in  the  forty-odd  years  of  the  ex- 
istence of  this  International  Union,  you  have 
raised  the  standards  of  your  workers;  you 
have  improved  the  conditions  under  which 
they  must  work  and  live.  And  I  am  sure 
that  anything  you  do  here  this  week  will  be 
in  that  particular  direction;  that  whatever 
your  deliberations  bring  forth  will  be  in  the 
direction  of  making  the  working  day  and  the 
life  of  the  members  of  your  particular  in- 
dustry a  better  and  better  day  in  the  years 
to  come. 

I  thank  you! 
(The  members  arose  and  applauded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  will 
next  hear  from  Brother  Leonard  Klink,  re- 
presenting the  Greater  New  York  and  West- 
chester District  Councils. 

(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded). 

LEONARD  KLINK:  Mr.  Chairman, 
President  Meaney,  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor,  Father  Quinn,  and  the  Delegates 
present:  I  want  to  extend  a  hearty  welcome 
to  the  delegates  to  this  annual  convention 
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1  waiii  tu  nay  that  vvc  liave  clone  every 
tiling  we  possibly  could  in  the  City  of  New 
York  to  welcome  the  delegates  to  our  city, 
and  on  behalf  of  Locals  46,  244  and  308,  J 
want  to  say  that  1  hope  you  iiave  a  royal 
time  here,  while  in  our  city. 

I  want  to  say  that  wc  have  arranged  an 
extensive  program  which,  1  understand, 
might  interfere  with  some  of  the  workings 
of  the  convention.  I  would  like  to  read  this 
program  for  the  benefit  of  any  of  the  dele- 
gates who  haven't  heard  about  it.  On  Mon- 
day, that  is  today,  at  twelve  noon,  after  the 
recess  of  this  convention,  there  will  be  a 
sight-seeing  boat  ride  around  Manhattan 
Island.  At  six  o'clock  we  will  have  dinner 
at  Jack  Dempsey's  at  50th  Street  and  Eighth 
Avenue,  right  down  here  a  block  or  two,  and 
then  a  theatre  party  tonight  at  eight  o'clock, 
to  see  one  of  the  best  shows  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  Olsen  and  Johnson  in  Hellza- 
poppin.  I  hope  that  every  delegate  will  be 
there. 

Tuesday,  at  twelve-thirty  o'clock,  there  will 
be  a  tour  and  bus  ride,  a  visit  to  the  World's 
Fair  and  to  Billy  Rose's  Aquacade.  Buses 
will  leave  this  hotel  at  five  o'clock. 

At  nine  o'clock  p.m.  there  will  be  a  din- 
ner at  the  Merrie  England  at  the  World's 
l""air,  with  a  view  of  the  fireworks. 

On  Wednesday,  September  13,  at  twelve- 
thirty  o'clock,  buses  will  leave  from  the 
Hotel  Capitol  for  a  visit  to  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  studio  and  Radio 
City. 

At  five  o'clock  buses  will  leave  from  the 
Hotel  Capitol  for  a  visit  to  Coney  Island. 
There  will  be  a  dinner  at  the  Half  Moon 
Hotel  at  Coney  Island. 

Thursday,  September  24,  a  day  at  Travis 
Island.  At  twelve  noon  buses  will  leave  from 
the  Hotel  Capitol  and  also  from  the  Union 
Hall  for  a  trip  to  Travis  Island,  New  York 
Athletic  Club.  At  one  o'clock  there  will  be 
a  buffet  limch.  There  will  also  be  a  program 
for  women,  bingo  games  and  prizes;  chil- 
dren, games  and  prizes;  men,  there  will  be 
a  boat  from  Travis  Island  to  Huckleberry 
Island,  swimming,  soft  ball  game,  horse  shoe 
pitching,  tug  of  war,  refreshments.  Five  p.m. 
return  to  Travis  Island  for  dinner  and  cock- 
tail hour 


1  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  tliib  i.-> 
quite  an  extensive  program,  and  I  am  a 
little  sorry  that  there  is  so  much  liere  because 
it  is  going  to  take  up  a  lot  of  our  time  to 
try  to  cover  this  particular  program  and  also 
go  along  with  the  duties  of  the  convention. 

1  want  to  say  again  that  I  welcome  all 
of  the  delegates  to  the  City  of  New  York 
in  behalf  of  the  three  Local  Unions  here, 
and  also  the  Westchester  County  District 
Council  of  Lathers. 

1  thank  you.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  1  want  to 
say  that  from  the  program  that  Brother 
Klink  has  just  read  to  you  you  may  imagine 
we  came  here  for  a  vacation.  (Laughter). 
We  will  have  to  adjust  that  program  in 
some  manner  so  that  we  may  be  able  to 
carry  on  the  affairs  of  the  convention. 
(Laughter). 

I  next  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing 
to  the  convention  the  President  of  the  New- 
York  State  Council  of  Lathers,  Brother 
Henry  Warren. 

(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded). 

HENRY  WARREN:  Mr.  Chairman, 
President  Meaney,  Father  Quinn,  Officers 
and  Brothers:  On  behalf  of  the  New  York 
State  Council  of  Lathers  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  welcome  you  here  to  this  state.  We  hope 
your  deliberations  will  be  most  harmonious 
and  prosperous  to  the  members  of  the  LIU. 
(Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  ex- 
pected to  have  the  President  of  the  New 
York  Building  Trades  Council  here  this 
morning,  but  unfortunately  he  became  tied 
up  in  some  business  and  was  unable  to  get 
here.  We  will  hear  from  him  a  little  later 
on. 

I  see  we  have  an  old  friend  of  ours  in 
the  audience,  and  I  would  like  to  have  him 
say  a  few  words.  He  is  a  man  who  has 
addressed  our  conventions  on  numerous  oc- 
casions, a  man  who  has  done  a  lot  of  won- 
derful work  through  his  publication  of  the 
Federation  News,  Charley  Wills  of  Chi- 
cago. 

(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded). 

CH.ARLEY  WILLS:  Mr.  Chairman,  Rev- 
erend Father,  Brother  Meaney,  Delegates 
to  this  Convention:  I  am  more  than  glad 
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thai  1  had  the  opportunity  to  come  down 
here  this  morning.  It  has  been  my  privilege  to 
attend  your  international  Conventions  for 
several  years.  1  have  a  reason  for  it.  Our 
movement  seems  to  be  changing,  the  world 
seems  to  be  changing,  and  1  have  been  re- 
paid for  my  visit  in  hearing  the  remarks  of 
Brother  Meaney  this  morning,  when  he  ad- 
monished us  to  hold  tight  to  our  economic 
organization. 

Before  leaving  home,  after  going  through 
a  number  of  weekly  publications  from  the 
Australian  labor  movement,  after  making 
observations  of  what  happened  abroad,  what 
is  happening  now,  and  after  looking  over 
our  situation  here  in  this  country  with  re- 
gard to  the  trend  of  our  movement  along 
progressive  lines,  so-called,  I,  too,  felt  that 
I  would  like  to  issue  a  similar  warning  to 
this  International  body  and  all  affiliated  with 
the  great  labor  movement. 

I  see  a  great  danger  in  the  steps  we  are 
taking.  I  have  had  to  refer  to  the  state- 
ments made  by  our  late  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  Samuel 
Gompers,  and  I  read  statements  where  in 
1914,  before  the  International  Labor  Rela- 
tions Board  in  this  city,  he  referred  to  ex- 
actly the  things  that  have  been  taking  place 
recently  in  the  economic  world.  He  warned 
very  deliberately  against  legislation  on  con- 
ditions of  labor. 

I  know  that  a  number  of  our  friends  out- 
side of  the  labor  movement,  in  recent  years 
have  become  interested  in  us  and  are  offering 
their  intelligent  help  to  us;  by  their  theories 
they  believe  that  our  movement  is  somewhat 
fogyish  in  its  makeup. 

The  Lathers  International  Union,  I  be- 
lieve, would  be  listed  amongst  the  conser- 
vative forces  of  labor,  and  unless  you  can 
be  branded  as  one  of  the  progressive  groups, 
regardless  of  the  results  attained,  you  are 
not  doing  anything.  Unfortunately,  our 
younger  people  who  have  come  into  the  age 
of  reason  since  the  last  war,  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  —  and  they  find  themselves  in  this 
economic  jam  that  we  have  been  in,  this  de- 
pression and  likewise  —  feel  that  there  must 
be  something  wroncr  with  otir  Trade  Union 
Movement  because  these  youne:  bnys  of  nnrs 
are  unable  to  find  employment. 


They  don't  reckon  or  reason  that  the 
Trades  Union  Movement  didn't  develop  the 
last  depression  or  the  present  economic  sit- 
uation. That  is  something  that  we  have  to 
charge  to  the  economic  barons  of  this  coun- 
try and  the  world.  Our  labor  movement 
fought  persistently  for  a  change  of  things. 
We  fought  for  shorter  hours  of  employment 
and  larger  salaries  so  as  to  be  able  to  meet 
the  modern  means  of  production  and  have  a 
means  of  distribution  of  commodities  that 
are  being  made  with  such  rapidity. 

I  disagreed,  and  have  almost  felt  alone 
in  my  disagreement,  on  encroachments  be- 
ing made  upon  our  economic  organization  to 
do  things  politically.  It  was  my  privilege 
for  several  years  to  belong  to  an  economic 
organization  headed  by  Reverend  Father 
Ryan  of  Washington,  D.  C,  where  we  held 
for  several  years  conferences  on  economic 
problems. 

I  used  to  deliver  papers  on  the  trades 
union  side  as  against  papers  presented  by 
the  employers'  group,  and  after  these  pa- 
pers were  presented,  questions  were  asked. 
Without  any  exception,  in  every  city  that  I 
had  appeared,  the  question  was  asked  by  the 
same  group  as  to.  What  was  the  reason  that 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  had  been 
unable  to  organize  the  masses  of  workers 
of  this  country  into  labor  unions? 

Now,  there  is  a  question  that  called  for 
a  lot  of  reasons  and,  in  outlining  these  rea- 
sons, the  reply  would  come  back,  "Then, 
Wills,  don't  you  think  that  if  we  can't  get 
it  through  these  economic  organizations,  if 
you  say  the  setup  is  so  great  and  the  oppo- 
sition so  great,  these  families  are  destroyed 
in  their  attempt  to  build  up  these  economic 
organizations,  that  the  government  must 
step  in  and  legislate  conditions  for  the 
workers?" 

I  would  always  say,  "Well,  it  looks  as  if 
that  would  be  the  remedy,  but  in  my  an- 
alysis of  that  remedy  I  am  more  fearful 
of  that  than  anything  that  we  might  agree 
to.  I  am  fearful  of  legislation,  except  legis- 
lating for  government  employees,  which  are 
the  employees  of  legislative  groups,  that  is, 
with  the  government  itself,  and  state  legis- 
lation for  state  employees  who  come  under 
that  —  that  has  to  be  budgeted  and  comes 
from  state  ftmds  —  and  municipal  legisla- 
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tiou  for  city  ami  townsiiii)  eniploycc^,  but 
iliat  1  was  still  following  tlic  icasoiung  ol 
Uiai  great  leader  of  ours,  Samuel  Gouipers, 
wlieu  he  said  that  'by  agreeing  to  legisla- 
tion of  work  hours  and  conditions  of  labor 
we  are  placing  shackles  upon  our  wrists'." 

In  thinking  over  that  and  connrig  to  some 
conclusion,  1  had  to  think  of  what  has  been 
happening  in  our  movement  for  the  years 
that  existed.  Our  organization  was  organ- 
ized for  the  purpose  of  developing  just  what 
Brother  Meaney  has  requested  us  to  hold 
here  today.  That  is  the  old  philosophy,  that 
is  the  old  purpose  and  foundation  of  our 
Trades  Union  Movement — to  secure  wages, 
decent  hours  of  employment,  and  conditions 
on  the  job  of  labor. 

We  didn't  agree  or  didn't  think  of  taking 
over  the  reins  of  government  when  this 
American  Federation  of  Labor  of  ours  was 
instituted.  We  had  in  mind  a  setup  under  a 
system  that  we  have  known,  under  a  gov- 
ernment that  we  love,  and  from  out  of  that 
government,  with  its  industries,  that  we 
would  build  our  economic  organization  to 
get  the  share  for  labor  that  is  rightfully  in- 
tended. 

Constantly  knocking  on  the  door  of  labor 
came  the  Right-Wing  Socialist  groups,  the 
Left-Wing  Socialist  groups,  the  Communist 
Party,  the  O.  B.  U.,  the  L  W.  W.,  and 
others,  continuously  telling  us  that  our  pol- 
icy is  wrong  and  that  "you  must  accept  our 
philosophy,"  that  of  political  denomination; 
that  is,  you  must  get  yourself  strong  enough 
to  dominate  politically. 

Then,  we  watched  with  sad  hearts  what 
happened  to  our  great  labor  movement  in 
Germany.  Brother  Meaney  referred  to  it. 
The  labor  movement  of  Germany  was  prac- 
tically absorbed  by  the  Socialist  group,  am- 
bitious men,  tired  of  the  oppression  of  la- 
bor, men  anxious  to  secure  better  conditions 
quicker.  It  said  that  "our  hope  must  be  in 
controlling  of  government." 

In  their  efforts  to  change  these  condi- 
tions they  seek  control  of  political  situations 
of  these  countries.  The  result  of  it  was  that 
it  had  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  attack  in 
the  readjustment  of  Germany  and  it  was 
eliminated  to  make  way  for  a  social  order 
as  laid  down  by  the  dictators  of  that 
country. 


In  this  country  the  philosophy  of  the 
Communists,  philosophy  of  the  Left-Wing 
group,  the  dissenters  of  our  Trades  Union 
Movement,  the  splitters  of  American  labor 
known  as  C.  L  O.,  these  groups  in  their  in- 
telligence, so-called,  have  brought  about  a 
division  amongst  us  that  has  gone  far 
enough. 

If  those  bodies  don't  care  to  come  back 
to  the  home  from  whence  they  left,  if  they 
are  not  satisfied  now,  overlooking  their  own 
field,  and  can't  recognize  the  disruption  that 
they  brought  about  in  their  own  ranks,  then 
your  organization  and  the  others  that  make 
up  this  great  body  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  will  have  to  travel  it  alone  and 
build  to  its  forces  until  they  do  see  the  wis- 
dom of  coming  back  under  an  economic  or- 
ganization such  as  has  been  constructed  in 
this  country. 

We  find  that  our  movement  has  been 
through  the  great  propaganda  of  big  in- 
terests. We  don't  hear  so  much  about  our 
labor  movement  today  as  we  hear  about  the 
leaders  of  labor.  "He  is  a  labor  leader.  That 
is  the  big  man."  Speaking  to  individuals 
coming  down  on  the  train,  you  get  into  a 
conversation  and  instead  of  them  thinking 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  they 
talk  about  "William  Green,  our  top  man, 
our  head  man.  That's  him.  That's  his  out- 
fit, isn't  it?" 

Our  movement  never  was  a  leader  move- 
ment. There  is  no  room  for  leaders  in  this 
labor  movement.  It  is  a  leaderless  move- 
ment. What  we  aim  to  do  in  the  labor  move- 
ment, comes  out  of  such  bodies  as  this, 
where  men  who  are  aflfected,  men  who  have 
homes  and  families,  come  and  sit  together 
with  their  families  or  their  fellowmen  and 
work  out  a  plan  and  program  of  theirs  or 
a  desire  of  theirs  and  then  pass  it  on  to 
our  representatives,  such  as  Brother  Meaney 
here.  Brother  McSorley,  Bill  Green,  and 
other  men  that  are  heads  of  our  various 
groups,  to  carry  out  and  promote  our 
wishes. 

We  recognize  their  ability  and  we,  of 
course,  look  to  them  for  advice,  but  this  is 
the  greatest  movement,  mass  movement,  that 
the  world  has  ever  known,  and  it  has  been 
successful  as  a  mass  movement  along  in- 
dustrial lines. 
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1 1  I  could  say  anything  iliat  would  be  oi 
any  benefit  to  this  organization,  1  know 
that  1  would  have  to  follow  exactly  along 
the  lines  that  Brother  Meaney  has  followed 
when  he  called  your  attention  first  to  legis- 
lation of  conditions  and  bringing  about  the 
hourly  wage  in  the  building  industries.  I, 
too,  have  had  that  publication  up  in  my 
office  issued  by  that  particular  name  that 
you  mentioned,  and  I  tried  to  find  how  that 
thing  would  operate.  Is  it  more  work  that 
you  fellows  want?  Do  you  dissipate  so  much 
that  your,  idle  time  —  haven't  you  learned 
the  art  of  playing  golf?  Couldn't  you  go  out 
and  follow  a  pill  around  the  prairies  for 
hours  or  so,  or  ride  a  jackass  around,  or 
get  some  diversion  that  would  take  up  your 
time?  Is  it  necessary  to  split  the  time  that 
you  work  now  and  spread  it  over  a  period 
of  a  year  and  continue  to  work,  and  then 
have  the  same  revenue  for  an  entire  year  that 
you  get  paid  over  a  period  of  the  few  months 
that  you  work? 

There  is  nothing  in  this  situation  outside 
of  that.  And  I  haven't  been  able  to  find  so 
much  fault  with  you  lathers  on  this  leisure 
time  that  you  have  had  —  and  some  of  you 
have  had  plenty  of  it.  It  seems  as  if  you 
have  been  able  to  conduct  yourselves  pretty 
well  during  those  periods.  I  don't  think,  with 
the  clirnination  of  work  by  machinery  and 
other  methods  of  elimination  of  useless 
moves  in  industrj',  that  it  is  necessary  for 
us  to  waste  a  great  deal  of  time  to  find  out 
how  we  can  stretch  our  time  out  over  a  pe- 
riod of  fifty-two  weeks  on  the  job  and  have 
the  same  return  in  income  for  it  that  we 
get  for  the  time  that  we  put  in. 

In  that  adjustment  as  to  what  has  been 
offered  so  far,  and  then,  of  course,  Brother 
Meaney  pointed  out  the  danger  there  to  you, 
that  is,  that  after  one  organization  would 
agree  to  pay  that  yearly  wage  to  a  group 
of  employees,  it  would  be  placed  in  com- 
petition with  the  fellow  who  wouldn't  agree 
to  pay  the  yearly  wage  or  to  employ  people 
all  the  year  around.  And  that  would  have 
a  tendency  to  bring  about  a  condition  of 
one  or  twp  big  lathing  contractors  or  build- 
ing constructors  in  this  country  agreeing  to 
employ  all  of  us.  It  is  along  the  line  of  a 
word  that  I  don't  care  to  use  ■ —  it  would  he 
very  much  along  the  lines  of  regimentation. 
Our  economic  organization  has  always  been 


fighting  for  liberty,  for  freedom.  And  it  is 
along  those  lines  that  we  ought  to  continue 
to  carry  on. 

I  am  glad  of  the  privilege  of  being  here 
with  you  men  this  morning.  As  I  said  in 
the  beginning,  I  know  a  large  number  of 
you,  and  I  recognize  in  you  trade  unionists. 
Some  of  you  might  have  some  political 
philosophy  that  might  be  well  put  into  effect, 
but  after  all,  you  find  that  the  greatest  safe- 
guard to  the  interest  of  the  trade  union 
movement  in  and  out  of  war  is  our  great 
trade  union  movement. 

Over  in  Germany,  just  in  these  last  two 
or  three  j'ears,  during  the  time  that  we  have 
heard  all  this  agitation,  there  has  been  no 
labor  movement  to  e.xpress  itself,  and  the 
individual  alone  can't  express  himself.  Wc 
have  developed  organizations  here  so  that 
today  the  Lathers  International  Union 
meets  herein  the  Capitol  Hotel.  It  could  just 
as  well  be  any  other  hotel  in  New  York. 
We  hold  our  meetings  in  public  halls. 

In  the  early  days  of  your  organization, 
the  trade  union  movement,  that  was  not  a 
privilege  that  was  extended  to  the  workers 
of  this  country.  One  of  the  organizations 
that  I  belonged  to,  the  Machinists  organiza- 
tion, at  its  inception,  its  birth,  was  made  in 
the  engine  pit  at  Atlanta,  Georgia  —  in 
the  engine  pit.  A  group  of  trade  machinists 
got  together  and  there  they  formed  the 
nucleus  of  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists. 

When  I  was  a  small  youngster,  when  my 
father  left  his  home,  there  would  be  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  secrecy  at  home  about 
where  he  was  going.  They  would  go  in 
through  a  yard  and  down  through  the  alley 
and  in  through  another  yard  —  well,  you 
fellows  know  during  Prohibition  how  we 
used  to  sneak  into  the  basements.  (Laugh- 
ter). That  was  the  way  you  had  to  sneak 
into  the  union  hall.  There,  under  the  light 
we  had  in  those  days,  the  lamp  and  the 
candle,  they  would  sit  down  and  in  whispers 
decide  that  they  were  going  to  form  their 
union  and  add  their  members  to  it.  Very 
secretly  men  were  brought  into  the  trades 
union  movement.  That  accounts  for  the  in- 
side guard  and  one  thing  and  anotlicr  that 
wc  have  at  the  present  time. 
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So  thcie  was  the  fouiulalion  of  the  build- 
ing up  of  of  a  trades  union  movement.  Were 
it  found  out  by  the  employer  that  his  em- 
ployee was  over  at  a  certain  meeting  on  a 
certain  night,  he  would  be  fired,  and  not  only 
fired  —  he  would  be  put  on  that  blacklist. 
He  would  have  been  put  on  the  li.st  as  an 
agitator.  That  name  would  be  known  as 
something  else  as  well  as  an  agitator.  It 
depends  upon  what  you  arc  agitating. 

1  am  very  pround  of  being  called  an  agi- 
tator because  the  agitating  that  I  have  done 
has  been  to  agitate  men  to  encourage  them 
as  well  as  women  to  become  members  of 
their  trades  unions,  and  through  their  eco- 
nomic strength  be  able  to  get  out  of  the 
industries  that  they  have  lent  so  much  to, 
even  to  the  production  of  the  new  modern 
methods,  the  machinery,  what  they  are  en- 
titled to,  their  share. 

We  are  in  a  very  dangerous  and  critical 
state.  A  great  number  of  the  membership 
of  the  CIO  labor  group  are  actual  members 
of  the  Communist  party.  Their  job  is  to 
bore  from  within.  I  might  say  to  you  this 
morning  that  so  brazen  have  they  become 
in  their  tactics  of  boring  from  within  that 
they  are  even  finding  themselves  within  the 
walls  of  the  churches,  the  institutions  that 
they  have  tried  so  effectively  to  destroy;  and 
from  within  the  churches  even  they  are  get- 
ting the  support  of  those  who  should  be 
our  friends  to  support  them  in  promoting 
a  system  of  destruction  of  the  trade  union 
movement. 

Brother  Meaney  was  right.  These  organi- 
zations that  I  refer  to  of  Christian  denomin- 
ation better  beware.  No  good  will  come 
from  them. 

I  have  studied  the  Encyclicals  of  Leo  and 
the  Encyclicals  of  our  past  Pope,  and  I  am 
enthused  and  impressed  that  men  of  such 
standing  in  such  large  organizations  should 
express  themselves  in  the  interests  of  the 
welfare  of  the  man,  woman  and  child  in 
the  home.  Let  us  not  misinterpret  the  En- 
cyclical to  men  that  it  opens  the  doors  for 
the  ravages  of  those  who  have  no  interest 
in  Christianity  only  to  destroy  it,  and  to  pro- 
mote its  purpose  to  help  to  eliminate  this 
great  American  labor  movement  of  ours. 

It  is  time  for  serious  thought  of  trade 
unionists.  The  time  is  too  short  for  me  to 


go  into  detail  as  to  the  great  achievements 
of  our  labor  movement,  but  everything  that 
any  group  holds  to  in  the  labor  movement 
has  been  achieved  by  the  trade  union  move- 
ment. All  the  legislation  that  had  to  do  with 
clearing  the  way  from  interference  with  the 
trade  union  movement  belongs  to  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  even  to  the  Wag- 
ner Act.  All  the  legislation  passed  for  blind, 
helpless  people,  legislation  that  gave  us  free 
legislation,  the  credit  belongs  to  your  great 
scliools,  free  textbooks,  and  that  kind  of 
legislation,  the  credit  belongs  to  your  great 
movement. 

So  that  I  consider  it  a  privilege  to  have 
been  here.  I  have  been  repaid  in  the  remarks 
that  Brother  Meaney  of  the  New  York  State 
Federation  of  Labor  just  made.  I  welcome 
those  remarks.  A  man  is  always  happy  when 
he  digs  and  delves  and  he  notes  a  warning, 
when  he  finds  others  that  are  recognized 
because  of  the  manner  in  which  they  con- 
duct their  office,  and  the  recognition  of  their 
obligation  to  those  who  put  them  there  in 
some  manner  agrees  with  you,  that  you  are 
not  standing  alone.  I  felt  very  pleased  this 
morning  when  I  heard  Brother  Meaney  make 
those  statements.  I  too  warn  you.  We  are 
going  through  a  change  in  life,  such  a  change. 

I  might  remind  you  that  several  years 
ago,  while  attending  one  of  those  confer- 
ences I  referred  to,  while  up  in  the  city  of 
Green  Bay,  after  concluding  the  discussion 
of  laying  off  men  at  45,  which  was  the  dis- 
cussion we  had  that  morning,  we  left  the 
hall  and  started  back  to  the  hotel.  My  boy 
was  about  13  years  of  age.  Evidently  with 
Father  McGuire,  that  great  labor  advocate 
of  ours,  in  mind,  when  we  were  walking  back 
toward  the  hotel,  my  boy  suddenly  looked 
up  and  said,  "Dad,  I  think  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  to  be  a  priest." 

Well,  now,  I  thought,  there  is  something 
going  on  here  with  this  boy.  I  thought  he 
had  been  admiring  the  young  men  of  the 
garb,  the  cloak,  the  very  clean-cut,  sancti- 
monious looking  fellows,  and  probably  the 
boy  thought,  "Here  is  a  nice  clean  trade, 
as  the  Irishman  said  when  he  was  picking 
a  vocation  for  his  boy." 

I  said,  "Why,  Jim?" 

Here  is  the  answer.  He  said,  "Well,  they 
don't  lay  you  off  at  4S."  CLanghter). 
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There  was  a  dinner  the  next  night,  and 
Father  McGuire  pointed  to  me  and  my  boy 
down  at  one  end  of  the  dignified  table  known 
as  the  speakers'  table  and  said,  "You  see 
that  red  headed  man."  My  hair  used  to  be 
red  then.  "He  has  his  boy  with  him.  He 
is  trying  to  have  his  boy  follow  in  his  foot- 
steps along  this  union  line.  You  have  heard 
him  over  there." 

Then  he  told  this  story.  Then  he  was 
greeted  just  as  you  men  greeted  him.  "Just 
a  minute,"  he  said,  "don't  take  this  too 
seriously,  don't  take  it  too  literally.  Don't  get 
the  idea  of  all  becoming  priests.  If  you  do 
I  will  find  my  job  in  jeopardy  the  same  as 
the  rest  of  you,"  and  he  went  along  then  to 
outline  that  there  were  too  many  barbers, 
doctors,  machinists,  lawyers,  lathers,  and 
what  not.  He  gave  his  talk  based  on  that  and 
then  he  brought  the  name  of  our  Divine 
Saviour  into  the  situation.  It  was  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  addresses  I  ever  heard. 

So  that  attending  these  aflairs  does  give 
you  inspiration,  it  gives  you  education.  I  am 
glad  of  the  privilege  of  being  down  here 
with  you  today.  I  thank  Chairman  McSorley 
whom  I  have  known  so  long,  old  Charlie 
Case,  and  a  lot  of  you  fellows  for  the  in- 
vitation to  say  something  to  you  this  morn- 
ing. I  ought  to  thank  you,  rather,  say  some- 
thing to  you  of  how  pleased  I  am,  rather 
than  that  I  come  here  to  be  of  any  service 
to  you.  Actually,  these  bodies  are  a  real 
service  to  me.  I  want  you  to  take  the  remarks 
of  Brother  Meaney  of  the  State  Federation 
very  seriously  on  those  two  questions  that 
he  left  before  you,  and  I  know  that  you 
will. 

I  am  sure  that  as  time  goes  on  we  will 
evolute  out  of  this  thing,  we  will  keep  both 
feet  on  the  ground  and  the  great  American 
Federation  of  Labor  will  make  whatever  nec- 
essary changes  are  to  be  made  when  they 
are  necessary,  but  will  have  both  feet  on 
the  ground  when  they  are  making  them. 

.\gain  I  want  to  thank  you,  and  I  wish 
you  a  most  successful  convention.  I  do  hope 
that  I  will  be  spared  to  attend  your  next 
convention.  I  am  going  to  look  forward  to 
that.  too. 

T  thank  you. 
(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded) 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  have 
two  more  local  officials  here  that  we  want 
to  introduce  to  say  a  word.  I  want  to  take 
the  opportunity  of  introducing  Secretary 
Quinn  of  the  Central  Trades  and  Labor 
Council  of  Greater  New  York.  (Applause). 

JAMES  C.  QUINN:  Mr.  Chairman,  Rev- 
erend Father,  Honored  Guest,  and  Dele- 
gates to  the  Convention:'  On  behalf  of  the 
Central  Trades  and  Labor  Council  of 
Greater  New  York,  I  want  to  at  this  time 
extend  their  greeting  to  you  this  morning. 
As  you  delegates  know,  the  central  body 
is  that  chartered  organization  representing 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  the  vari- 
ous localities  where  they  have  their  cen- 
tral bodies.  We  have  in  our  affiliation  those 
unions  representing  all  of  the  crafts  and  all 
of  the  organizations  in  Greater  New  York. 
In  looking  about  I  can  see  also  the  lathers' 
officers  who  are  part  of  our  central  body. 

When  you  say  "central  body,"  it  means 
that  bringing  about  of  the  close  association 
of  all  the  workers  in  a  locality  where  they 
can  sit  down  and  go  over  various  matters 
that  will  be  beneficial  to  those  who  toil.  I 
happen  to  be  myself  a  member  of  the  Hatters' 
organization,  have  traveled  for  them  before 
becoming  Secretary  of  the  Central  Body,  and 
have  met  many  of  your  representatives  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  We  have  always 
received  from  your  organization  that  whole- 
hearted cooperation  on  behalf  of  the  organ- 
ization that  I  am  a  member  of. 

We  always  look  back  to  that  Danbury 
case,  with  which  you  men  are  very  familiar, 
when  the  big  interests  and  the  Manufac- 
turers' Associations  went  to  work  and  said 
that,  "We  will  destroy  this  international  or- 
ganization and  then  we  will  start  on  the  vari- 
ous other  trades  in  order  to  eliminate  or- 
ganized labor." 

But  I  want  to  say  that  that  was  not  ac- 
complished, and  that  the  affiliated  unions,  the 
international  unions,  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  said,  "We  will  fight  those 
interests  and  also  help  an  organization  which 
happens  to  be  in  need  at  this  time."  We  ap- 
preciate that  and  want  you  to  know  that 
our  organization  wants  all  of  the  delegates  to 
know  how  much  we  appreciate  that  help. 
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As  the  representative  of  the  Central  Body 
in  Greater  New  York,  under  the  leadership 
of  President  Lyons,  we  are  today  one  of 
the  largest,  1  believe,  in  the  United  States. 
We  represent  here  in  this  city  those  local 
unions,  and  today,  even  though  there  is  an- 
other dual  group  in  the  field,  we  are  larger 
in  membership  and  also  fmancially  than  we 
have  ever  been.  I  say  that  to  you  this  morn- 
ing to  let  you  know  that  we  are  making 
progress  here  in  this  city  regardless  of  that 
group  who  have  come  into  our  midst. 

In  this  city,  also,  we  are  working  in  close 
harmony  with  the  label  trades,  the  building 
trades,  and  all  of  those  groups  that  make 
up  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

There  is  legislation,  locally,  that  comes  up 
in  our  City  Council  which  our  organization 
is  ever  watchful  of,  so  that  there  is  no  legis- 
lation that  will  be  harmful  to  those  who 
make  up  our  local  unions. 

We  have  the  cooperation  of  President 
Meaney  of  the  New  York  State  Federation 
of  Labor,  and  we  also  are  helpful  in  this 
city  when  he  says  to  us,  "We  need  you  in 
New  York  City  to  help  certain  legislation." 

At  Albany  we  are  ever  ready  to  cooperate 
and  bring  about  legislation  that  will  be  help- 
ful to  organized  labor. 

As  you  know,  there  is  also  legislation  that 
is  to  the  detriment  of  our  trades,  and  we 
also  fight  that,  as  well  getting  legislation 
that  will  be  helpful  to  those  who  toil.  Our 
central  body  in  a  city  as  big  as  this  is  con- 
fronted with  many  groups  who  have  no  con- 
nection with  organized  labor  but  who  come 
to  us  and  say,  "We  want  you  to  endorse 
so-and-so."  Our  organization  is  very  care- 
ful, and  I  want  you  to  know  that  in  seating 
delegates  to  our  organization,  we  ask  of 
them,  "Are  you  affiliated  or  associated  with 
the  Communist  party?"  We  bring  them  be- 
fore our  board  and  we  want  those  delegates 
to  know  that  our  central  body  does  not  rec- 
ognize Communism,  Nazism,  or  Fascism,  but 
there  is  one  "ism"  that  we  do  recognize, 
and  that  is  Americanism. 

I  want  the  delegates  to  know  that  we  will 
continue  in  that  sphere,  and  know  that  we 
will  have  the  cooperation  of  all  of  our  af- 
filated  local  unions  in  carrying  out  the  pol- 
icy of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 


Mr.  Chairman,  1  want  to  thank  you  ior 
giving  me  this  opporiuinty.  It  is  a  pleasure 
for  me  to  be  here  this  morning  to  extend 
the  greeting  of  our  Central  Trades  and  Labor 
Council  of  Greater  New  York,  and  I  know 
that  your  deliberations  here,  in  representing 
those  who  are  members  of  your  local  unions, 
will  bring  forth  fruit  at  this  convention. 

I  thank  you.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  have  an- 
other brother  here  who  represents  a  very, 
very  important  part  of  the  American  trade 
union  movement.  I  think  we  should  pay 
strict  attention  to  his  message,  because  if 
the  advice  and  suggestion  he  may  make  to 
us  is  carried  out  by  our  membership  and 
their  families,  it  will  mean  much  and  go  far 
towards  helping  to  promote  and  advance  the 
interest  of  the  working  class  of  people  in 
this  country. 

I,  therefore,  take  pleasure  in  introducing 
to  you  Mr.  Charles  Sinnigen,  Secretary  of 
the  Central  Label  Committee  of  the  New 
York  Central  Body.  (The  delegates  arose 
and  applauded). 

CHARLES  E.  SINNIGEN:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, Reverend  Father,  and  Delegates  to  this 
Convention:  I  desire  to  first  extend  to  you 
a  hearty  welcome  to  our  city,  and  while  it 
is  a  big  city,  I  want  you  to  know  it  is  a 
friendly  city. 

You  will  be  here  for  some  time,  and  if 
you  should  go  astray,  don't  forget  we  have 
many  telephone  booths.  Call  the  hotel  and 
if  they  can't  help  you,  call  on  me.  It  wouldn't 
be  the  first  time  that  I  ever  got  a  lather 
out  of  a  jam.  (Laughter  and  applause). 

There  are  many  things  to  see  in  this  city 
and  visitors  ofttimes  see  more  of  this  city 
than  the  natives  do.  They  are  so  busy  with 
so  many  other  things  that  —  well,  they  let 
the  city  take  care  of  itself.  But  I  am  pretty 
sure  that  you  will  have  a  very  enjoyable 
time  here,  and  I  want  you  to  take  advantage 
of  it. 

I  am  here  this  morning  representing  the 
LTnion  Label  Trades  Department  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  Its  Secre- 
tary, I.  M.  Ornburn,  has  requested  me  to 
say  to  you  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
get  here,  although  he  would  like  to  be  here. 
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Tliere  arc  so  many  conventions  lliis  luonlh 
that  it  is  impossible  for  one  man  to  cover 
them  all.  While,  as  your  President  said,  we 
are  doing  a  job  in  this  country  today  that 
means  much  to  the  trade  union  movement, 
I  firmly  believe  that  we  have  made  greater 
progress  in  the  last  five  years  in  behalf  of 
union  products  and  services  than  we  have 
ever  made  before  in  the  history  of  our 
movement.  And  why  is  that?  It  is  because 
our  people  are  begiiuiing  to  realize  that 
there  is  something  in  the  purchasing  power 
of  our  people,  if  properly  directed;  and  the 
union  label,  union  card  and  union  button,  the 
emblems  of  our  various  international  unions, 
are  the  things  that  we  should  study  a  bit 
and  realize  what  a  potential  power  they  are. 

What  is  the  big  tiling  to  do  in  a  move- 
ment of  this  kind?  You  have  to  have  pub- 
licity and  propaganda.  All  right.  We  have 
used  the  radio  to  a  great  extent,  nationwide 
hookups.  In  this  city,  the  Label  Trades  were 
on  the  air  for  six  years,  advocating  the  pur- 
chase of  union  products  and  services,  and 
why  they  should  be  purchased  by  not  only 
our  own  people  hut  by  every  American. 

I  am  going  to  say  to  you  this  morning 
that  if  every  American  would  patronize  only 
American  products,  made  under  union  con- 
ditions, the  unemployment  problem  would  at 
least  be  sixty  per  cent  solved,  if  not  more. 
By  patronizing  products  made  in  other 
countries  you  are  not  helping  our  people. 
I  think  Abe  Lincoln  put  that  in  the  simplest 
language  I  have  ever  heard  when  he  said 
this:  "When  an  American  buys  a  foreign 
product  for  a  dollar,  he  has  the  product  but 
the  foreign  country  has  the  dollar  and  that 
is  what  counts." 

So  I  say  to  you  this  morning,  the  onlj' 
guarantee  that  I  know  of  that  a  product  is 
made  in  this  country,  or  in  America,  is  to 
look  for  the  union  label  recognized  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  If  you  will 
do  that,  if  you  will  get  your  family  to  do  it, 
we  will  make  greater  strides  than  we  have 
ever  made  in  the  history  of  our  movement. 

What  are  we  doing  in  addition  to  radio? 
Publicity  of  every  kind.  Every  labor  journal 
in  this  country  carries  our  publicity.  Every 
labor  newspaper  carries  it.  And,  in  this  city, 
we  decided  that  we  were  going  to  get  the 
other  papers  to  carry  it. 


What  did  we  dor  Last  year  we  decided 
that  we  were  going  to  have  a  union  label 
parade  in  this  city  and  everybody  said, 
"Sinnigen  is  insane.  He  can't  get  out  of  the 
Corporal's  Guard."  Even  the  Mayor  said, 
"Are  you  sure  you  are  going  to  get  more 
tiian  10,000  people  in  this  parade?" 

I  said,  "Don't  worry  about  it,  Mr.  Mayor. 
Let  me  do  the  worrying." 

When  that  parade  was  held  there  were 
30,000  trade  unionists  in  the  line  of  march 
and  from  a  parade  that  might  have  cost  the 
trade  union  movement  in  this  city  about 
$70,000  we  got  $1,000,000  worth  of  publicity. 
Every  newspaper  in  this  city  carried  the  news 
of  that  parade,  photographs  of  floats,  and 
the  like  of  that. 

That  was  followed  up  only  here  recently 
with  another  parade  in  which  your  New 
York  locals  participated,  and  I  want  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  those  who  helped 
me  in  this  parade,  particularly  the  Lathers 
who  put  on  a  fine  showing. 

What  happened?  The  parade  started  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  they  were 
still  marching  at  nine  forty-five  that  night. 
That  was  a  demonstration.  The  press  gave 
us  credit  for  150,000  in  the  line  of  march,  the 
greatest  labor  demonstration  ever  conducted 
in  anj'^  city  in  this  country.  And  who  am  I 
to  question  the  press  when  they  say  150,000? 
It  is  okay  with  me. 

Still,  if  there  were  150,000  in  that  line  of 
march,  we  would  be  marching  until  at  least 
1 :00  a.m.  the  next  morning,  so  use  your 
own  judgment. 

Now,  we  have  held  these  parades  in  otlicr 
cities,  Buffalo,  Jamestown,  Rochester,  Au- 
burn, and  they  are  doing  a  job  with  these 
parades.  People  say  you  can't  get  our  people 
out  to  march.  Well,  we  have  demonstrated 
conclusively  that  we  can  get  our  people 
out  to  march  and  we  let  the  cockeyed  world 
know,  particularly  in  this  City,  tliat  there  is 
a  real  American  Federation  of  Labor  move- 
ment here  and  we  haven't  heard  anything 
from  the  C.  I.  O.  since  that  time. 

I  don't  like  to  delve  in  these  things  but 
I  must.  The  C.  I.  O.  has  taken  advantage 
of  our  publicity  on  the  label.  Today,  in  cloth- 
ing,   shoes,    neckwear,    underwear,  shirts, 
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workshirts,  work  clothing,  llic  C  1.  O.  is 
usiiifj  a  label.  I  want  you  to  be  careful  when 
you  go  out  to  buy  any  of  those  commodities 
so  that  if  you  are  going  to  get  a  labeled 
conmiodity,  for  God's  sake  get  llic  American 
Federation  of  Labor  label. 

They  have  taken  advantage  of  this  pub- 
licity and  they  are  making  progress  with  it. 
They  do  nothing  for  it,  but  they  are  adopt- 
ing these  labels,  despite  the  fact  that  I  know 
in  many  of  those  organizations  they  believe 
no  more  in  the  union  label  than  a  cat  does 
in  a  Sunday.  But  they  are  taking  advantage 
of  our  publicity  and  1  want  you  to  be  on 
your  guard. 

Another  thing  we  are  doing:  We  are  or- 
ganizing the  women  of  this  nation.  Adver- 
tising concerns  that  ought  to  know  contend 
that  the  women  of  this  nation  spend  at  least 
85  per  cent  of  the  income  of  the  family,  and 
that  is  a  lot  of  dough. 

International  unions  had  auxiliaries  around 
the  country,  many  of  them,  but  never  or- 
ganized them  into  one  group.  After  a  con- 
ference in  Washington  we  did  organize  them, 
and  now  we  have  what  is  known  as  the 
American  Federation  of  Women  Auxiliaries 
of  Labor  and  we  have  approximately  two 
million  of  these  women  organized  today. 
And  are  they  doing  a  job?  Oh,  boy! 

I  don't  know  how  many  of  you  fellows 
are  married,  but  I  have  been  married  for 
quite  some  time,  and  any  time  I  say  to  my 
wife,  "Listen,  you  oughtn't  do  that,"  that 
is  just  the  time  she  will  do  it.  I  will  go  out 
and  get  a  beer  and  forget  about  it,  but  let 
me  tell  you  something:  Once  the  women  of 
this  nation  get  the  idea  of  what  is  behind 
this  union  label,  you  are  going  to  see  things 
popping  in  this  country. 

These  women  won't  go  into  stores  hunt- 
ing bargains  any  longer.  They  will  want  to 
know  how  that  article  was  made.  They  are 
curious  enough  to  do  that,  and  they  will 
fight.  They  won't  let  a  clerk  argue  them 
down,  like  our  fellows  do.  It  seems  a  fel- 
low goes  into  a  store,  one  of  our  men,  and 
asks  the  clerk  about  the  union  label.  The 
clerk  gives  him  an  argument,  and  he  shuts 
up  instead  of  fighting  him. 

These  women  are  doing  that  kind  of  a 
job,  and  if  in  any  of  your  cities  there  is  an 
auxiliary  of  that  kind  in  existence,  get  the 


women  folks  of  your  family  to  join.  1  will 
guarantee  that  they  will  learn  only  one  thing 
there,  and  that  is,  how  to  spend  their  money 
properly  and  to  be  of  service  to  you  when 
need  tiicin. 

1  say  it  is  ically  liigh  time  that  we  did 
educate  our  women  folks  along  that  line. 
Of  course,  I  know  a  lot  of  these  fellows 
go  to  a  meeting,  get  into  a  little  poker 
game,  a  little  crap  game,  maybe  drink  some 
beer,  come  home  late,  and,  of  course,  the 
little  woman  is  all  upset,  but  after  she  gets 
out  among  the  women  in  this  auxiliary,  she 
will  get  an  understanding  of  this  business 
and  will  understand  why  a  fellow  active  in 
the  Trades  LInion  Movement  comes  home 
late  occasionally. 

It  is  an  education  for  these  women,  and  I 
urge  upon  you  that  if  it  should  so  happen 
that  in  any  of  your  cities  there  is  a  group 
organized  of  that  kind,  try  and  get  your 
women  folks  to  cooperate  and  we  will  do  a 
fine  job  along  that  line. 

There  is  one  other  thing  I  want  to  discuss 
with  you  briefly  and  that  is  the  question  of 
ta.xes:  We  in  the  label  trades  and  also  in 
many  of  the  State  Federations  of  Labor  to- 
day are  beginning  to  look  with  alarm  upon 
the  numerous  taxes  that  are  being  inflicted 
upon  our  people. 

There  are  hidden,  discriminatory  and  al.so 
punitive  taxes  being  inflicted  upon  our 
people.  I  have  made  a  slight  study  of  it.  I 
have  done  this  while  I  was  preparing  myself 
for  the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Labor 
and  I  found  that  in  this  State  a  worker 
earning  from  $1800  to  $2200  a  year  pays  in 
taxes  not  less  than  a  dollar  a  day,  or  $365 
a  year.  Now,  fellows,  you  can  do  a  lot  of 
things  with  $365,  and  then  they  are  wonder- 
ing where  the  purchasing  power  of  the  na- 
tion is  going. 

You  know  what  that  means  for  a  family? 
$365  in  a  year?  Think  it  over.  W^hat  are  we 
doing  about  it?  Practically  nothing.  I  went 
to  Albany  to  stop  a  two  cent  tax  on  cigar- 
ettes in  this  state,  and  what  were  they  hit- 
ting at?  The  ten  cent  cigarette,  the  cigarette 
that  the  working  man  smokes.  We  said  to 
the  Legislature,  "Give  us  an  ad  valorem 
tax,  don't  tax  the  number  of  cigarettes,  tax 
the  price."  "Nothing  doing." 
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However,  we  stopped  the  legislation,  for 
a  night,  and  this  was  the  amendment:  The 
fellow  who  introduced  the  bill  amended  the 
bill  to  read:  "One  cent  tax  on  ten  cigar- 
ettes," which  is  tiie  same  thing  as  two  cents 
on  twenty  cigarettes.  It  made  no  difTerence, 
but  it  at  least  gave  us  the  opportunity  to 
get  around,  with  the  result  we  got  nowhere 
and  there  is  a  two  cent  tax  on  ten  cent  cigar- 
ettes in  this  state  today. 

What  is  the  working  man  going  to  do? 
He  is  going  to  roll  his  own  or  he  is  going 
to  smoke  a  pipe,  and  within  two  years  the 
sale  of  ten  cent  cigarettes  is  going  to  drop 
in  this  state  at  least  80  per  cent.  Is  that 
a  fair  tax?  You  know  it  isn't.  That  is  a  pun- 
itive tax  —  no  question  about  it.  Why  should 
a  man  who  smokes  a  ten  cent  cigarette  pay 
two  cents  for  twenty  cigarettes?  the  same 
amount  that  a  man  pays  if  he  spends  fifteen 
or  twenty  cents  for  a  pack  of  cigarettes? 
Still  they  give  it  to  you,  they  give  you  the 
works. 

I  went  to  Albany  and  stopped  a  tax  on 
chain  stores  in  this  state  —  only  temporarily. 
We  have  a  stake  in  the  chain  stores  of  this 
nation.  Your  Union  has  a  stake  in  it.  You 
know  as  well  as  I  do  that  when  a  chain 
group  opens  up  stores  in  any  cities  they 
have  certain  types  df  stores,  and  most  of 
the  places  are  renovated  so  that  these  stores 
will  have  the  store  they  desire  and  the 
building  trades  men  get  the  benefit  of  that. 
Today  we  are  organizing  many  of  the  big 
chains,  and  we  have  a  real  stake  there. 

If  they  tax  these  people  out  of  business 
what  is  going  to  happen?  I  say  to  you,  I 
think  that  you  ought  to  give  some  consider- 
ation to  this  tax  question.  In  my  humble 
judgment  the  tax  structure  of  this  nation  is 
cockeyed,  if  you  know  what  that  means, 
and  I  feel  confident  that  with  what  is  going 
on  we  will  eventually  arouse  the  labor  people 
of  our  nation  and  make  them  realize  that 
something  should  be  done  about  this  ques- 
tion and  stop  these  legislators  from  inflicting 
taxes  upon  the  American  working  man  and 
woman  which  are  punitive,  discriminatory 
and  in  many  cases  taxes  that  are  hidden, 
that  you  don't  even  see.  If  you  will  give 
that  question  a  little  study  I  think  you  will 
find  that  I  am  right. 

In  conclusion, — T  have  taken  up  too  much 
of  your  time  anyhow, — I  want  to  say  that 


I  am  pleased  to  be  with  you  this  morning. 
I  want  to  thank  President  McSorley  for 
extending  the  invitation  to  me.  I  know  many 
of  you  boys  are  going  to  have  a  good  time 
this  week,  and  if  you  don't  have  it,  it  is  youi 
own  fault.  We  are  living  in  one  of  the  most 
friendly  cities.  It  is  a  cheerful  city.  You  will 
find  the  people  cooperative,  even  as  big  as 
it  is.  and  I  feel  sure  that  if  you  behave 
yourselves  like  I  know  you  can  behave  your- 
selves, you  are  going  to  have  a  cheerful  and 
mighty  fine  time  here  this  week. 

I  thank  you  for  your  attention.  (Ap- 
plause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  want  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  The  Rev- 
erend Father  Quinn,  President  Meaney, 
Secretary  Quinn,  and  all  of  the  other  speak- 
ers who  have  been  good  enough  to  come 
here  this  morning  and  extend  us  a  very 
kind  and  courteous  welcome,  and  I  feel  sure 
that  I  am  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the 
delegates  when  I  say  that  we  shall  give  se- 
rious consideration  to  all  of  the  advice  and 
suggestions  that  you  have  extended  to  us. 

During  our  deliberations  here,  our  first 
thought  is  to  legislate  for  the  good  of  the 
majority  of  the  men  who  are  represented  in 
our  industry,  and  in  doing  that  our  actions 
will  be  reflected  and  in  many  cases  redound 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  working  classes 
of  people  all  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  We  are  a  part  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  and  of  the  Canadian 
Trades  and  Labor  Congress.  Under  the  rules 
and  laws  of  our  International  Union  it  is 
compulsory  for  our  affiliated  local  unions  to 
be  affiliated  with  all  bona  fide  central  bodies, 
and  we  at  all  times  admonish  them  to  as- 
sume that  responsibility  which  devolves  upon 
them  as  a  part  of  the  labor  movement,  so 
that  they  will  take  an  active  interest  in  the 
afl'airs  of  the  trade  union  movement,  so  that 
by  encouragement  to  the  officials  of  the  cen- 
tral bodies  in  the  state  Federations  of  Labor 
they  work  in  close  cooperation  and  harmony 
to  the  end  that  the  best  interests  of  all  will 
be  served.  I  think  that  when  our  convention 
adjourns  here  at  the  end  of  the  week,  if  it 
does,  you  will  find  that  whatever  we  have 
done  will  not  only  be  a  credit  to  our  own 
International  Union  but  will  be  a  credit  to 
the  representatives  of  our  different  local 
unions  and  of  the  labor  movement  in  gen- 
eral. 
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We  are  much  interested  in  all  of  these 
affairs  which  you  have  spoken  about,  and  I 
feel  sure  that  the  different  committees  of  our 
convention  will  give  serious  consideration  and 
action  to  those  subjects.  I  want  to  thank 
you  gentlemen  for  coming  here  and  declare 
this  convention  open  for  such  business  as 
may  properly  come  before  it.  (Applause). 

I  want  to  say  that  the  first  order  of  busi- 
ness is  the  appointing  of  a  Committee  on 
Credentials,  and  before  appointing  that  com- 
mittee, I  would  like  to  make  an  announce- 
ment. I  would  like  everyone  to  stay  here  so 
that  the  photographer  can  get  a  good  pic- 
ture of  this  gathering. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials:  Louis 
Rodier,  Local  No.  20;  Sal  Maso,  Local  No. 
143;  Walter  Hignight,  Local  No.  386;  Wil- 
liam F.  Betz,  Local  No.  202;  F.  J.  Wilbert, 
Local  No.  64;  James  L.  McCann,  Local  No. 
5;  Joseph  H.  Duty,  Local  No.  33. 

I  would  advise  that  the  Committee  on 
Credentials,  upon  adjournment  of  this  meet- 


ing, retire  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  where  the  credentials  and  all  data 
with  respect  to  same  is  compiled  and  ready 
for  their  consideration. 

Before  we  adjourn  this  meeting,  while  we 
are  all  here,  I  would  like  to  suggest  that 
just  before  adjournment  we  all  arise  and 
stand  in  silence  for  a  period  of  a  moment 
as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  departed 
brothers. 

(The  delegates  stood  for  a  moment  in  si- 
lence). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion will  operate  under  the  same  rules  as 
the  last  convention  until  such  time  as  the 
convention  is  organized  and  the  Committee 
on  Rules  of  Order  and  Procedure  make  a 
report. 

We  will  now  stand  adjourned  until  this 
afternoon  at  two  o'clock. 

(The  meeting  thereupon  adjourned  at 
twelve-five  o'clock). 


General  President's  Report 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  18th 
Convention  of  Tlie  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union,  in  Convention 
assembled,  Brothers: 

I  assure  you  that  it  is  both  a  privilege  and 
a  pleasure  for  me  to  be  able  to  welcome  you 
to  this  our  18th  convention,  marking  as  it 
does  the  40th  anniversary  of  our  organiza- 
tion's history  and  existence.  It  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  this  convention  is  the  largest 
and  most  representative  convention  that  has 
ever  been  held  by  our  international  organiza- 
tion. This  large  gathering  of  delegates,  rep- 
resenting as  you  do  the  memberships  of 
your  Local  Unions  in  all  sections  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada  is  a  good  sign  for 
the  future  of  our  International  Union,  be- 
cause it  demonstrates  that  the  membership  of 
our  Local  Unions  are  actively  interested  in 
the  affairs  of  our  International  Union,  and 
in  my  opinion  it  clearly  shows  that  our  Lo- 
cal Unions  are  beginning  to  understand  and 
realize  that  it  is  their  duty  and  responsibility 
to  send  representatives  to  these  conventions 
in  order  to  legislate  in  the  proper  manner 


for  the  promotion  and  advancement  of  the 
interests  of  our  membership  and  the  industry 
in  general.  It  is  only  through  the  assuming 
of  such  responsibility  upon  the  part  of  our 
Local  Unions  that  we  can  hope  for  the  suc- 
cess of  our  International  Organization,  es- 
pecially so,  in  such  trying  times  as  we  have 
gone  through  during  the  past  eight  or  ten 
years,  as  well  as  when  we  realize  what  we 
may  be  expected  to  go  through  in  the  future  as 
a  result  of  the  present  European  tragedy 
that  may  result  in  another  World  War,  in 
which  we  may  become  involved  as  a  result 
of  our  Country  being  flooded  with  all  sorts 
of  propaganda  from  both  sides  of  the  con- 
flict. We  should,  therefore,  as  citizens  of 
the  United  States  carefully  consider  and 
analyze  all  such  questions  of  propaganda  and 
intrigue  when  presented  to  us  from  European 
sources.  We  should  always  be  zealous  to 
guard  our  liberty  and  independence  as  well 
as  to  protect  our  Democratic  Institutions 
under  our  Republican  form  of  Government 
from  encroachment  from  any  sources  what- 
soever which  may  attempt  to  interfere  with 
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ur  uiiilcnuiiic  our  Constuuiiuiial  nglits  and 
liberties,  whether  these  atteinpts  be  muck 
from  within  or  without  our  Country.  Our 
l^oeal  Unions  should  at  all  times  guard 
against  the  attempt  of  any  usurpers  who 
may  attempt  to  bore  from  within  our  Local 
Unions  in  an  attempt  to  carry  out  their 
destructive  influences  on  both  the  Trade 
Union  Movement  and  the  Democratic  Insti- 
uitions  ol  our  Country. 

The  American  Trade  Union  Movement  as 
represented  by  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor  is  the  strongest  and  most  powerful 
influence  in  our  Country  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  liberty  and  our  Democratic  In- 
stitutions, and  as  Trade  Unionists  we  should 
do  everything  within  our  power  to  protect 
and  safeguard  the  interest  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  as  against  any  other 
movement  that  attempts  to  destroy  it  and 
the  effective  work  it  has  been  doing  on  be- 
half of  the  working  classes  of  people  in  this 
Country  for  more  than  fifty-five  years.  The 
American  Federation  of  Labor  does  not  need 
to  apologize  for  its  record.  A  historical  re- 
view of  the  record  of  the  past  as  it  affects 
the  working  classes  of  people  of  the  United 
States  will  clearly  demonstrate  that  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  has  been  the 
pioneer  in  every  worthwhile  movement  that 
has  had  for  its  purpose  the  promoting  and 
advancing  of  the  interests  of  the  working 
classes  of  people  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  notwithstanding  what  may  be  said 
to  the  contrary  by  those  who  are  now  en- 
gaged in  attempting  to  tear  down  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  and  its  affiliated 
Building  Trades  Department. 

The  Building  Trades  Organizations  affili- 
ated with  the  Building  Trades  Department 
are  composed  of  the  l)uilding  mechanics  of 
all  trades,  including  our  own  members,  and 
are  the  men  whose  hands  have  built  tlie 
America  we  know  today  —  its  cities  and 
its  towns,  its  cottages  and  its  sky-scrapers, 
its  factories,  highways,  bridges  and  great 
power  dams.  The  skill,  the  knowledge  of  the 
work,  the  manual  dexterity  which  has  gone 
into  the  making  of  the  best  constructed 
building  in  the  world  makes  building  mech- 
anics proud  of  their  skill  acquired  through 
years  of  apprenticeship  and  practical  exper- 
ience and  handed  down  from  generation  to 
ijeneration. 


iNiore  than  a  century  and  a  halt  ago,  build- 
mg  craftsmen  laid  the  first  foundations  for 
what  has  grown  to  become  the  great  Amer- 
ican Labor  Alovement  and  have  succeeded 
in  establishing  the  best  standards  of  wages 
and  working  conditions  that  prevail  in  our 
Country  at  the  present  time,  and  notwith 
standing  these  facts  we  have  been  recently 
informed  that  there  has  been  a  special  or- 
ganizing committee  appointed  by  the  C.l.O. 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Construc- 
tion Workers  of  this  Country.  Some  of  the 
members  of  this  Committee  have  not  been 
atliliated  with  the  Trade  Union  Movement 
long  enough  to  have  their  feet  warm,  and 
tliose  who  have  been  in  the  movement  for 
a  long  number  of  years  and  who  have  rep- 
resented their  respective  organizations  have 
been  unable  after  long  years  of  experience 
in  Trade  Union  Work  in  their  respective 
fields  to  secure  an)  decent  conditions  for 
the  men  whom  they  have  represented,  and 
1  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  understand  how 
this  aggregation  for  the  Construction  In- 
dustry can  hope  to  do  anything  better  for 
our  industry  than  they  have  for  their  own 
in  the  past,  and  I  would  advise  all  of  our 
membership  to  be  on  their  guard  against 
any  subterranean  activities  sponsored  by  the 
United  Construction  Workers  Organizing 
Committee,  which  is  engaged  now  not  in  a 
movement  to  organize  but  in  a  movement 
which  has  for  its  purpose  the  attempt  to  tear 
down  and  destroy  the  established  conditions 
and  standards  of  the  Building  and  Construc- 
tion Trade  Workers. 

HOUSING  LEGISLATION 

In  the  past  few  years  your  Officers  in  con- 
junction with  other  building  trades  officials 
have  put  forth  every  effort  to  bring  about 
a  bona-fide  housing  program  by  the  United 
States  Government.  We  had  begun  to  realize 
that  the  standard  of  living  attained  by  the 
-American  people  is  defaced  by  an  enormous 
and  rapidly  spreading  blot,  the  presence  oi 
sub-standard,  unsanitary,  dilapidated,  and 
unsafe  housing,  in  which  more  than  one-third 
of  onr  people  have  been  compelled  to  live 

Five  years  ago  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce made  an  inventory  of  housing  con- 
ditions in  sixty-four  typical  cities  which  in- 
cluded a  survey  of  L.SOO.OOO  residential  build- 
ings. This  Real  Property  inventory  revealed 
that  one  nut  of  six  homes  needed  such  ma- 
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joi-  repairs  ilial  almost  complete  rc-biiilding 
was  necessary;  one  out  of  seven  homes  were 
so  over-crowded  as  to  be  put  in  a  class  of 
dangerous,  diseased  breeding  slums;  one  out 
of  seven  homes  had  no  indoor  toilet  at  all; 
one  out  of  five  homes  had  no  bathtub  or 
any  other  adequate  provision  for  bathing; 
and  one  out  of  every  twenty  homes  had  no 
running  water  whatsoever. 

These  housing  conditions  were  getting 
worse,  our  population  continued  to  grow  and 
the  number  of  families  in  need  of  housing 
accommodations  increased.  As  these  condi- 
tions developed,  it  was  difficult  for  the  build- 
ing tradesmen  to  accept  with  calmness  the 
fact  that  residential  construction  rapidly  fall- 
ing off  since  the  beginning  of  the  depression 
came  to  almost  a  complete  standstill  in  1932, 
and  has  since  registered  but  an  insignificant 
and  halting  revival  up  until  this  year. 

Realizing  the  need  for  a  sound  and  decisive 
plan  of  action  the  Building  Trades  Unions 
formulated  the  program  in  1934  and  1935 
which  they  handed  to  Senator  Robert  F. 
Wagner  and  which  was  embodied  in  the  Low 
Rent  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance  Bill  fin- 
ally enacted  into  law  by  Congress  in  the 
Fall  of  1937. 

The  Bill  embodied  in  the  United  States 
Housing  Act  blazed  the  trail  in  an  effort  to 
reduce  unemployment  as  well  as  to  provide 
decent  homes  for  workers.  The  Program  has 
been  in  operation  but  a  short  time  but  yet 
in  more  than  sixty-five  cities  projects  are 
already  under  construction  and  some  have 
been  finished  which  will  provide  decent  homes 
for  families  who  have  been  compelled  to 
live  in  slums.  This  program  was  started  on 
such  a  small  scale  that  it  offers  no  hope  of 
meeting  the  growing  need  for  better  hous- 
ing for  low  income  groups  unless  its  scope 
is  substantially  enlarged. 

At  the  last  convention  of  the  Building  and 
Construction  Trades  Department  and  of  The 
American  Federation  of  Labor  held  at 
Houston,  Texas,  last  October,  it  was  voted 
imanimously  in  favor  of  expanding  this  im- 
portant program  by  the  introduction  of  an 
amendment  in  Congress  which  called  for  an 
additional  authorization  of  $800,000,000  for 
Construction  Loans  and  for  increased  annual 
contributions.  This  amendment  to  the  hous- 
ing act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  the  Sen- 


.ile  by  an  over-whchning  majority  but  died 
in  the  House  Committee.  It  therefore  will 
be  necessary  to  re-introduce  this  amendment 
to  the  housing  act  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

We  are  interested  in  this  act  for  two  very 
important  reasons:  The  first  is  that  it  will 
furnish  employment  for  our  members  as  well 
as  many  other  building  trades  mechanics,  and 
the  second  is  that  it  will  furnish  decent  hous- 
ing conditions  for  150,000  families  of  work- 
ers all  throughout  this  Country.  In  order  to 
secure  the  passage  of  this  amendment  it  will 
be  necessary  for  our  membership  as  well  as 
the  membership  of  all  other  organizations 
interested  in  housing  to  petition  their  Con- 
gressmen and  Senators  and  to  urge  them  to 
vote  for  the  passage  of  this  additional  $800,- 
000,000  housing  bill.  Labor  must  count  upon 
the  wholehearted  support  of  all  of  its  mem- 
bers and  of  all  of  its  friends  to  secure  the 
enactment  to  the  Wagner-Steagall  Housing 
Act  at  the  next  session  of  Congress.  This  bill 
is  of  such  vital  importance  that  I  deem  it 
advisable  to  publish  in  this  report  the  ex- 
planatory statement  presented  to  the  Senate 
by  the  Honorable  Senator  Robert  T.  Wag- 
ner upon  the  introduction  of  the  amendment 
on  January  12,  1939. 

"The  housing  bill  which  I  am  introducing 
today  merely  provides  funds  to  permit  nor- 
mal continuity  for  the  program  of  slum 
clearance  and  low-rent  housing  permanently 
established  by  Congress  under  the  United 
States  Housing  Act  of  1937| 

All  of  the  funds  made  available  to  the 
L'nited  States  Housing  Authority  in  1937 
and  1938  are  now  covered  by  contracts  or 
ear-markings  for  local  housing  authorities, 
so  that  no  further  projects  can  be  undertaken 
until  Congress  makes  additional  funds  avail- 
able to  the  United  States  Housing  Au- 
thority. 

The  present  bill  proposes  to  authorize  tlie 
United  States  Housing  Authority  to  enter 
into  additional  contracts  for  annual  contrib- 
utions in  the  amount  of  only  $45,000,000  per 
year.  It  also  proposes  to  increase  the  strictly 
repayable  loan  funds  of  the  Authority  by 
$800,000,000,  by  authorizing  the  Authority 
to  issue  its  own  bonds,  in  the  manner  already 
provided  by  law  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
these  funds.  The  issuance  of  such  bonds  will 
not  affect  the  national  debt  or  the  Budget. 
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These  sums  by  no  means  cover  in  full  the 
low-rent  housing  needs  of  the  country.  But 
based  upon  the  record  of  experience  during 
the  past  year,  they  do  represent  the  modest 
program  which  the  United  States  Housing 
Authority  can  administer  and  the  localities 
can  carry  forward  during  the  next  year.  They 
do  represent  tiie  funds  necessary  to  prevent  a 
hiatus  in  the  program,  to  bring  its  benefits 
to  the  hundreds  of  localities  still  clamoring 
for  participation,  and  to  provide  for  the  15 
States  which  have  not  yet  enacted  enabling 
housing  legislation  but  are  likely  to  do  so 
this  year. 

The  authorization  for  Federal  insurance  of 
loans  for  the  private  construction  of  homes 
for  middle-income  groups  has  just  been  in- 
creased by  $1,000,000,000.  It  therefore  seems 
clear  that  an  addition  of  $800,000,000  to  the 
United  States  Housing  Authority  loan  pro- 
gram, involving  even  slighter  financial  risks 
than  the  insurance  of  private  loans,  is  surely 
justified  in  the  interests  of  the  very  low 
income  families  whose  needs  are  the  most 
imperative  of  all. 

Aside  from  sound,  self-liquidating  loans, 
the  present  bill  authorizes  the  United  States 
Housing  Authority  to  enter  into  additional 
contracts  for  annual  contributions  in  the 
maximum  amout  of  $45,000,000  per  year,  to 
bridge  the  gap  between  the  cost  of  decent 
housing  and  the  rents  which  families  in  the 
lowest  income  groups  can  afford  to  pay. 
This  maximum  limit  of  $45,000,000  per  year 
in  additional  annual  contributions,  added  to 
the  $28,000,000  maximum  limit  provided  un- 
der the  present  law,  represents  the  maximum 
annual  cost  to  the  Federal  Government  of 
the  extended  program  provided  in  my  pre- 
sent bill.  This  is  a  very  small  cost  in  terms 
of  the  economic  and  social  benefits  of  slum 
clearance  and  low-rent  housing,  and  in  terms 
ot  the  infinitely  larger  expenditures  under- 
taken for  other  public  purposes  that  are  cer- 
tainly no  more  important  than  decent  hous- 
ing. It  indicates  that  slum  clearance  and  low- 
rent  housing  constitute  about  the  most  eco- 
nomical method  of  stimulating  reemploy- 
ment, increasing  industrial  activity,  and 
uniting  business  recovery  with  fundamental 
social  improvement. 

The  $45,000,000  in  additional  annual  con- 
tributions will  be  sufficient  to  bring  about 
very  low  rentals  in  (1)  the  projects  to  he 


built  with  the  proposed  additional  $800,000,- 
000  of  authorized  Federal  loans  plus  the 
minimum  10  percent  local  capital  participa- 
tion, (2)  the  projects  to  be  built  with  a  bal- 
ance of  $150,000,000  in  Federal  loans  author- 
ized in  1937  and  1938  but  which  have  been 
precluded  from  use  because  of  the  present 
limitation  upon  annual  contributions,  and  (3) 
the  projects  previously  built  by  the  P.  VV.  A. 
Housing  Division  which  are  required  by  law 
to  be  sold  to  the  local  housing  authorities 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

In  connection  with  the  $800,000,000  loan 
authorization,  it  is  all-important  to  bear  in 
mind  two  facts.  First,  this  money  will  be 
made  available  only  for  sound,  interest-bear- 
ing loans  that  will  be  returned  in  full  to 
the  Federal  Government,  both  principal  and 
interest.  In  fact,  these  loans  represent  a 
profitable  transaction  for  the  Government, 
because  under  the  United  States  Housing 
Act  all  loans  are  made  at  a  higher  interest 
rate  than  the  rate  at  which  the  Government 
borrows  money.  The  extraordinary  sound- 
ness and  security  of  capital  investment  in 
bonds  of  local  housing  authorities  have  al- 
ready been  indicated  by  the  eagerness  of 
private  sources  of  capital  to  enter  this  field 
even  beyond  the  10  percent  local  capital  par- 
ticipation required  by  the  United  States 
Housing  Act. 

Second,  the  money  for  these  loans  will 
not  involve  any  appropriation  and  therefore 
will  have  no  effect  upon  the  Budget,  nor  will 
the  bonds  to  be  issued  by  the  Authority  to 
raise  these  loan  funds  be  obligations  of  such 
a  character  as  to  be  included  in  or  added 
to  the  national  debt.  The  bonds  to  be  issued 
by  the  Authority  will  be  fully  repaid  by  the 
Authority  out  of  principal  and  interest  which 
it  will  collect  on  the  loans  that  it  makes  to 
public  housing  affencies. 

Third,  unlike  an  authorization  of  $800,000,- 
000  for  some  other  public  agencies,  a  loan 
authorization  of  $800,000,000  for  the  United 
States  Housing  Authority  does  not  mean  that 
this  amount  of  money  will  be  spent  during 
the  coming  year.  It  simply  means  that  the 
ITnited  States  Housing  Authority  will  be 
c-nabled  to  enter  into  loan  contracts  initiat- 
ing this  amount  of  construction.  The  actual 
development  of  the  projects  and  the  com- 
plete use  of  these  funds  will  require  at  least 
2  years. 
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Just  as  the  loan  authorizations  for  hous- 
ing made  by  Congress  last  year  are  being 
reflected  tliis  winter  in  an  increasing  volume 
of  construction  and  reemployment,  so  the  loan 
authorizations  to  be  made  this  year  will  be 
reflected  next  year  in  an  even  greater  volume 
of  building  activity.  Housing  must  be  plan- 
ned in  advance  just  because  it  is  such  a  solid 
and  genuine  form  of  public  improvement 
Only  by  providing  tlie  authorization  to  start 
additional  projects  now  will  new  localities 
be  able  to  get  into  the  program  now  and  thus 
derive  next  winter  the  benefits  which  the  first 
localities  to  enter  the  program  are  deriving 
this  winter. 

In  connection  with  these  loan  funds,  my 
present  bill  contains  a  simple  amendment  to 
the  United  States  Housing  Act  designed 
further  to  encourage  the  flow  of  private  cap- 
ital into  the  low-rent  housing  field.  This  is 
in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  Bank- 
ing Act  which  will  enable  national  banks 
and  members  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System 
to  underwrite  or  purchase  bonds  of  local 
housing  authorities.  It  would  place  these 
bonds  in  the  same  category  as  certain  obliga- 
tions insured  by  the  Federal  Housing  Ad- 
ministration. This  amendment  has  the  sup- 
port not  only  of  local  housing  authorities, 
but  also  of  persons  throughout  the  country 
who  are  anxious  to  develop  sound  invest- 
ments for  idle  private  capital. 

To  the  extent  that  private  capital  is  in- 
duced to  enter  the  field  of  public  housing  by 
financing  substantially  more  than  10  percent 
of  the  cost  of  local  projects,  the  Federal 
Government  will  gradually  be  relieved  of  the 
necessity  of  loaning  large  sums  of  capital  for 
this  type  of  public  improvement. 

The  present  bill  does  not  contemplate  any 
changes  in  the  substance  or  framework  of 
the  present  United  States  Housing  Act.  The 
present  act  has  not  only  proved  an  eflfective 
vehicle  for  achieving  the  lowest  rents  and 
the  lowest  costs  in  the  history  of  public 
housing,  it  has  not  only  proved  an  effective 
weapon  for  destroying  the  slums,  as  well  as 
building  new  homes;  more  than  that,  it  has 
proved  the  most  practical,  permanent  method 
yet  devised  for  combining  Federal  and  local 
capital  investment,  Federal  and  local  shar- 
ing of  actual  expenditures,  plus  the  full  de- 
velopment of  local  initiative  and  the  full 
assumption  of  local  administrative  respon- 
sihilitv  for  the  construction  and  ooeration 


of  local  public  improvements.  The  slum- 
clearing  and  low-rent  housing  program  does 
not  need  to  be  changed;  it  does  need  to  be 
continued. 

The  provision  of  funds  for  the  normal 
continuation  of  the  United  States  Housing 
Authority  program  is  in  line  not  only  with 
a  nation-wide  need  but  also  with  a  nation- 
wide appreciation  of  this  need  and  a  nation- 
wide approval  of  the  basic  objectives  of  the 
slum-clearance  and  low-rent  housing  pro- 
gram. In  the  past  year  the  number  of  local 
housing  authorities  has  increased  from  46 
to  more  than  220.  Housing  authorities  now 
exist  in  more  than  30  States,  spreading  from 
coast  to  coast  and  including  small  towns 
as  well  as  large  cities  in  all  sections  of  the 
country. 

The  present  program  will  provide  decent 
American  homes  for  about  1.50,000  families 
or  more  than  half  a  million  persons  now  liv- 
ing in  the  slums.  It  will  mean  a  total  in- 
crease of  employment,  on  the  site  of  con- 
struction and  indirectly  in  factories,  of  more 
than  330,000  men  for  a  full  year.  This  pro- 
gram of  uniting  reemployment  with  the  im- 
provement of  basic  housing  conditions  must 
be  continued  in  order  that  the  country  may 
move  nearer  to  the  objective  or  a  revived 
construction  industry,  a  completely  restored 
industrial  system,  and  a  decently  housed  na- 
tion of  American  families." 

W.  P.  A.  RELIEF  MEASURES 

The  W.P.A.  Relief  measure  which  ex- 
pired on  June  30,  1939,  while  very  unsatis- 
factory in  many  respects  to  the  Building 
Trades  mechanics  of  our  country,  did  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  Prevailing  Rates 
of  Wages  upon  all  W.P.A.  construction 
projects. 

On  June  14th.  the  new  W.P.A.  Relief 
measure  was  reported  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  action  by  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  of  Congress,  and  much  to 
the  surprise  of  all  interested  parties,  includ- 
ing the  Building  Trades  mechanics,  the  Pre- 
vailing Rate  of  Wage  sections  which  had 
been  included  in  the  previous  relief  measure 
which  expired  on  June  30th,  were  eliminated 
from  the  new  relief  measure.  The  House  of 
Representatives  quickly  passed  this  relief 
measure  just  as  it  was  reported  hy  the  Com- 
mittee, with  the  Prevailing  Wage  Rate 
eliminated. 


r  111-    I.  \  r  II  I'  R 


W  lien  the  Bill  was  reported  to  llie  Senate, 
the  Legislative  Committee  and  the  officers 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  Building  and  Con- 
struction Trades  Department  immediately 
prepared  an  Amendment,  which  provided  for 
the  payment  of  the  Prevailing  Rate  of  Wages 
on  all  W.P.A.  projects  and  had  the  same 
introduced  by  Senator  McGarran  of  Nevada. 
This  amendment  was  adopted  by  the  Senate. 
This  action  upon  the  part  of  the  Senate  was 
referred  with  all  other  controversial  points 
in  the  Bill,  to  a  Conference  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  both  members  of  the  House  and 
Senate,  and  the  following  which  is  known  as 
Section  15(a)  was  the  report  of  the  Confer- 
ence Committee: 

"Sec.  15.  (a)  The  Conunissioner  bliall 
fix  a  monthly  earning  schedule  for  persons 
engaged  upon  work  projects  financed  in 
whole  or  in  part  from  funds  appropriated 
by  section  1  which  shall  not  substantially 
afTect  the  current  national  average  labor 
cost  per  person  of  the  Work  Projects 
Administration.  After  August  31,  1939, 
such  monthly  earning  schedule  shall  not 
be  varied  for  workers  of  the  same  type  in 
different  geographical  areas  to  any  greater 
extent  than  may  be  justified  by  dift'erences 
in  the  cost  of  living.  The  Commissioner 
shall  require  that  the  hours  of  work  for 
all  persons  engaged  upon  work  projects 
financed  in  whole  or  in  part  by  funds  ap- 
propriated by  section  1  shall  (1)  be  one 
hundred  and  thirty  hours  per  month  ex- 
cept that  the  Commisioner,  in  his  discre- 
tion, may  require  a  lesser  number  of  hours 
of  work  per  month  in  the  case  of  relief 
workers  with  no  dependents  and  the  earn- 
ings of  such  workers  shall  be  correspond- 
ingly reduced,  and  (2)  not  exceed  eight 
hours  in  any  day  and  shall  not  exceed 
forty  hours  in  any  week. 

(b)  The  Commissioner  may  authorize 
exemptions  from  the  above  limitations  of 
monthl}'-  earnings  and  hours  of  work  td 
protect  work  already  done  on  a  project; 
to  permit  making  up  lost  time;  in  the  case 
of  an  emergency  involving  public  welfare 
and  in  the  case  of  supervisory  personnel 
employed  on  work  projects." 

The  above  report  of  the  Conference  Com- 
mittee eliminated  the  Prevailing  Wage  Scak 
from  the  Bill.  This  action  was  all  taken  hur 
riedly  a  few  hours  before  expiration  of  the 
old  Works  Relief  law.  This  action  upon  the 


part  of  tiie  Joint  Conference  of  House  and 
Senate  representatives,  practically  meant  that 
building  trades  mechanics  who  were  work- 
ing on  W.P.A.  projects  after  August  31, 
1939  would  be  compelled  to  accept  wage  re- 
ductions amounting  in  some  cascb,  to  as 
high  as  65'/o,  and  resulted  in  building  trades 
mechanics  in  many  different  sections  of  the 
country  refusing  to  continue  work  and  pro- 
tested against  this  action  on  the  part  of 
Congress  and  as  a  result  of  this  protest,  a 
Conference  of  International  I'residents  was 
called  in  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  consideration  to  this  subject, 
and  after  a  two-day  conference,  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  Special  Committee  was 
adopted  unanimously: 

"Both  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
and  the  public  have  evidenced  deep  in- 
terest and  manifested  grave  concern  in 
the  spontaneous  strikes  which  have  taken 
place  within  the  past  few  days  upon 
W.P.A.  jobs  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. These  protests  which  have  been 
against  wage  reductions  have  been  erron- 
eously interpreted  as  strikes  against  the 
(iovernrnent  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  they 
have  been  the  manifestations  on  the  part 
of  wage  earners  to  maintain  the  standards 
of  work  and  of  wages  built  up  through 
years  of  efTort.  The  very  lifeblood  of  a 
trade  union  structure  is  the  standard  union 
rate  of  wages.  It  is  perfectly  understand- 
able that  our  trade  unions  should  use  all 
of  their  economical  strength  by  every  legi- 
timate means  to  maintain  their  respective 
standards  of  rates  of  wages  on  public  as 
well  as  private  enterprises. 

The  President  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  recognizing  that  immediate 
consideration  should  be  given  to  this  alarm- 
ing situation  and  in  order  that  a  definite 
policy  be  approved  for  the  guidance  of 
organized  labor  as  represented  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  has  called 
this  conference  of  the  ofificers  and  repre- 
sentatives of  national  and  international 
unions  affiliated  to  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

It  should  be  evident  to  all  concerned 
that  wage  earners  in  general  and  particu- 
larly those  who  have  been  organized  for 
many  years,  do  not  lay  down  their  tools 
unless  some  situation  vitally  affecting  their 
interests  has  arisen  which  cannot  be  ad- 
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jublcd  tliiougli  llie  inclhod  ul  iicguliatioiib, 
conciliation  and  arbitration.  The  cause  for 
ihcsc  nation-wide  protests,  these  sponta- 
neous strikes,  was  an  arbitrary  increase 
in  the  hours  of  work  for  labor  on 
W.P.A.  work  resulting  in  the  reduction  of 
iiourly  wages  running  over  50  percent  in 
the  hourly  rate.  This  cutting  of  wages  in 
halt  by  the  increasing  of  working  hours 
was  the  result  of  action  taken  by  the  con- 
ferees of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  working  under  a  so-called 
emergency  situation  —  the  necessity  of 
having  W.P.A.  appropriations  made  so 
that  W.P.A.  workers  might  be  continued 
in  their  employment  on  July  1.  Previously 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed 
the  W.P.A.  measure  which  eliminated  the 
prevailing  wage  provision.  The  U.  S.  Sen- 
ate had  passed  a  measure  which  contained 
the  prevailing  wage  provision.  Pressure 
was  brought  to  bear  on  Congress  to  enact 
the  W.P.A.  appropriation  bill  before  mid- 
night June  30.  This  tremendous  pressure 
for  immediate  action  by  Congress  pre- 
vented adequate  discussion  of  serious  con- 
sequences that  would  follow  immediately 
should  the  provisions  of  the  prevailing 
wage  be  eliminated  from  the  Act.  This  ac- 
tion taken  by  Congress  was  seemingly  a 
violation  of  the  principles  covering  wage 
earners  on  all  other  Government  projects 
which  had  heretofore  been  estabHshed  by 
Congress.  Congress  had  heretofore  en- 
acted, and  the  President  signed,  the  Bacon- 
Davis  Act  which  provides  for  the  prevail- 
ing wage  on  work  done  bj'  the  Govern- 
ment. If  enacted,  and  the  President  ap- 
proved, the  Walsh-Healey  Act  which 
provides  for  the  payment  of  the  prevail- 
ing wage  on  all  manufactured  goods  pur- 
chased by  the  U.  S.  Government  on  all 
orders  amounting  to  $10,000.00,  or  over. 
Ever  since  W.P.A.  has  functioned  the  pre- 
vailing wage  has  governed  and  has  been 
paid  under  joint  resolution  of  Congress 
whereby  the  President  was  authorized  and 
did  fix  the  rates  of  wages  so  as  not  to 
affect  adversely  or  otherwise  tend  to  de- 
crease the  going  rates  of  wages  paid  for 
works  of  a  similar  nature. 

It  is  clearly  evident  from  the  foregoing 
that  the  policy  of  the  Government  up  to 
this  time  has  been  to  establish,  formulate 
and  administer  its  labor  policy  so  as  to 

protect  the  workers  in  the  prevailing  wages 


established  and  followed  ni  iret  and  pri- 
vate enterprise.  It  has  always  been  the  de- 
finite policy  of  the  Government  up  to  this 
time  to  so  protect  and  advance  the  rights 
of  wage  earners  to  collective  bargaining  in 
free  enterprise  in  order  that  advanced 
standards  of  compensation  and  of  working 
conditions  might  be  established  for  all 
workers  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  difficult  and  alarming  to  beheve 
liiat  the  government  of  the  United  States 
is  now  bent  on  a  policy  of  wage  cutting 
and  of  lengthening  working  hours  and  un- 
der the  cloak  of  alleged  relief  bring  addi- 
tional suflfering  to  the  great  mass  of  our 
wage  earners. 

When  the  original  emergency  appropria- 
tion was  first  enacted  provision  was  made 
for  a  large  building  program  under  the 
Public  Works  Administration.  Under  it 
W.P.A.  construction  was  first  limited  to 
$5,000  projects,  and  then  to  $25,000  pro- 
jects. At  the  present  time  it  has  increased 
so  tremendously  that  we  find  that  one 
single  construction  project  for  revenue  pro- 
ducing purposes  is  under  construction  and 
embraces  an  expenditure  of  over  $40,000,- 
000.  The  wages  of  the  men  employed  in 
this,  as  well  as  other  large  construction 
programs  are  now  arbitrarily  reduced  by 
over  50  per  cent.  Then  too  it  is  noteworthy 
that  humans  —  the  workers  of  our  land  — 
are  now  receiving  much  less  consideration 
than  is  being  shown  to  business  and  to 
commodities  they  sell.  Neither  Congress 
nor  the  Federal  Administration  have  here- 
tofore attempted  to  reduce  the  price  of 
materials.  To  the  contrary,  the  attempt  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  production  has  been 
placed  entirely  upon  the  shoulders  of  la- 
bor and  is  to  be  taken  out  of  the  sweat 
of  the  wage  earners.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
W.P.A.  today  is  no  longer  engaged  in  a 
purely  relief  enterprise.  It  is  engaged  in 
construction  work  never  designed  for  relief 
purposes  and  under  cloak  of  a  relief  mea- 
sure is  working  a  vital  injury  not  alone 
to  Labor  ljut  likewise  to  free  enterprise 
in  the  construction  of  other  fields  of  in- 
dustry. 

If  the  Government  is  to  continue  in  its 
construction  policy  and  in  venturing  into 
other  fields  in  competition  with  free  enter- 
prise then  in  our  judgment  it  should  prove 
an   exemplar  in   tlie  establishment  and  de- 
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velopment  of  a  labor  policy  that  will  tend 
to  raise  the  standards  of  life  and  work 
rather  than  to  lower  them  and  repress  our 
wage  earners. 

There  is  a  well  established  method  for 
the  redress  of  grievances  the  right  of  pro- 
test: the  right  of  petition:  the  right  of 
appeal  to  Congress  and  to  be  heard.  This 
conference  is  aware  that  the  Congress  is 
now  in  session.  In  keeping  with  our  rights 
this  conference,  therefore  petitions  Con- 
gress immediately  to  redress  grievances 
and  wrongs  herein  complained  of  by  im- 
mediately reenacting  the  provisions  calling 
for  the  observance  of  the  prevailing  wage 
rate  on  W.P.A.  projects.  In  order  that 
these  declarations  and  petition  may  be  car- 
ried out  without  delay,  your  committee 
recommends  that  the  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  be  author- 
ized and  directed  to  appoint  a  represen- 
tative committee  whose  membership  shall 
include  the  President  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  the  presidents  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  and  such  other  officers  of 
national  and  international  unions  as  he 
may  deem  advisable. 

We  likewise  recommend  that  this  com- 
mittee present  this  action  of  our  confer- 
ence and  of  this  declaration  and  petition 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  to  urge  immediate  and  favorable  co- 
operation in  this  effort  to  right  these  griev- 
ances and  wrongs. 

It  is  our  further  recommendation  that 
upon  adjournment  of  this  conference  the 
representatives  of  all  unions  in  attendanct- 
visit  their  respective  United  States  Sen- 
ators and  Congressmen,  and  urge  upon 
them  the  necessity  for  immediate  and  fa- 
vorable action  on  this  petition.  Then,  too, 
we  recommend  that  copies  of  this  state- 
ment of  grievances  and  petition  for  relief 
be  forwarded  immediately  to  all  central 
labor  unions  affiliated  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  for  their  information 
and  guidance." 

As  a  result  of  the  above  protest  the  fol- 
lowing Amendment  was  introduced  by  Sen- 
ators Murray,  McGarran,  Wagner,  Mead, 
Guffy,  Schwellenbarh.  Neely,  Downey,  Don- 


ahey,  Bilbo,  Smathers,  Truman,  Schwartz, 
Minton,  Wheeler,  O'Mahoney  and  Brown: 

"To  amend  the  Emergency  Relief  Ap- 
propriation Act  of  1939  to  provide  for 
the  reestablishment  of  the  prevailing 
rates  of  pay  for  persons  employed  upon 
work  projects. 

That  Section  15  of  the  Emergency  Re- 
lief Appropriations  Act  of  1939,  approved 
June  30,  1939,  is  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

"Sec.  15  (a)  The  Federal  Works  Ad- 
ministrator (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the 
'Administrator')  shall  fix  a  monthly  earn- 
ing schedule  for  persons  engaged  upon 
work  projects  financed  in  whole  or  in  part 
from  funds  appropriated  by  Section  1. 
Such  monthly  earnings  schedule  shall  be 
so  fixed  that  the  monthly  earnings  payable 
under  such  schedule  to  any  class  of 
workers  shall  not  be  less  than  the  month- 
ly earnings  payable  to  such  class  of  work- 
ers under  the  schedule  of  earnings  of  the 
Works  Progress  Administration  in  effect 
on  June  30,  1939.  After  August  31,  1939, 
the  monthly  earning  schedule  fixed  by  the 
Administrator  (1)  shall  not  provide  for 
differentials  in  the  monthly  earnings  of 
workers  engaged  in  similar  work  in  the 
same  wage  area,  and  (2)  shall  not  provide 
for  differentials  between  cities  or  counties 
within  the  same  wage  area  upon  the  basis 
of  the  degree  of  urbanization  or  any  other 
factor  that  will  tend  to  discriminate  against 
the  less  urbanized  areas. 

(b)  The  rates  of  pay  for  persons  en- 
gaged upon  projects  financed  in  whole  or 
in  part  from  funds  appropriated  by  this 
joint  resolution  shall  not  be  less  than  the 
prevailing  rates  of  pay  for  work  of  a  si- 
milar nature  in  the  same  locality  as  deter- 
mined by  the  Administrator  and  shall  not 
be  less  than  the  current  minimum  wage 
required  to  be  paid  by  private  employers 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Fair  Labor 
Standards  Act  of  1938." 

This  amendment  was  considered  in  connec- 
tion with  an  Appropriation  Bill  as  a  Rider 
and  was  defeated  in  the  Senate  by  a  slight  mar- 
gin of  two  votes. 

It  will  therefore  be  necessary  for  the  mem- 
bership of  our  orpcanization,  as  well  as  all  other 
Building  Trades  organizations,  to  contact  their 
Congressmen  and  Senators  in  their  home  dis- 
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tricts  and  insist  upon  both  Congressmen  and 
Senators  to  remedy  this  error  upon  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  so  that  tlie 
U.  S.  Government  when  employing  building 
trades  mechanics  upon  W.P.A.  projects  shall 
pay  the  Prevailing  Rate  of  Wages,  tlie  same 
as  independent  contractors,  and  owners  do  all 
throuphout  our  country.  It  is  manifestly  unfair 
for  any  department  of  our  government  to  en- 
gage in  the  building  construction  contracting 
business  on  Public  Works  projects  under  the 
guise  of  relief  and  in  competition  with  fair  con- 
tractors who  are  compelled  to  pay  the  Prevail- 
ing Standards  of  Wages,  while  the  Works 
Projects  Administration  under  this  law,  are 
taking  advantage  of  building  trades  mechanics 
who  are  upon  the  unemployed  relief  rolls  at  a 
so-called  subsistence  wage  which  amounts  in 
some  cases  to  one-half  that  being  paid  as  a 
prevailing  wage  by  independent  contractors. 

This  point  should  be  brought  very  forcibly  to 
the  attention  of  all  Congressmen  and  Senators 
by  the  membership  of  our  organizations  in  their 
respective  districts,  so  that  some  relief  may 
be  given  in  the  form  of  an  Amendment  to  Sec- 
lion  IS  (a)  of  the  present  Work  Relief  Law. 

JURISDICTIONAL  DISPUTES 
Since  our  last  Convention,  we  have  had  quite 
a  number  of  jurisdictional  disputes  with  other 
trades  in  all  sections  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Many  of  these  disputes  were  with  the 
Carpenters  and  Iron  Workers.  By  far,  the  most 
with  the  Carpenters,  who  have  been  attempting 
to  encroach  upon  our  jurisdiction  by  claiming 
work  that  has  been  done  by  our  members  for 
many  years.  In  most  of  these  attempts  at 
encroachment  by  other  trades,  we  have  been 
successful  in  resisting  their  efforts,  but  the  fight 
between  our  both  organizations  has  in  many 
cases,  caused  the  stoppage  of  work  to  the  detri- 
ment of  both  our  membership,  the  contractor 
and  the  owner.  Many  of  these  cases  have  been 
decided  locally  and  others  referred  to  the 
President  of  the  Building  and  Construction 
Trades  Department  for  decisions,  which  in 
some  cases  were  in  our  favor  and  in  some 
cases  against  us.  These  jurisdictional  disputes 
did  not  only  exist  between  our  organizations, 
the  Carpenters  and  the  Iron  Workers,  but 
among  many  of  the  other  trades  affiliated  with 
the  Building  Trades  Department.  Some  of  these 
trades  have  in  the  past  openly  refused  to  com- 
ply or  abide  with  any  of  the  decisions  rendered 
by  the  Referee  or  the  President  of  the  Build- 
ing and  Construction  Trades  Department,  and 


as  a  result  of  this  non-compliance  with  de- 
cisions on  the  part  of  some  trades,  a  serious 
situation  developed. 

This  I  presume  was  partly  caused  by  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  John  A.  Lapp  as  National 
Referee  one  year  ago  and  since  that  time  there 
has  been  no  National  Referee  agreed  upon 
until  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  the  Building  and  Construction  Trades 
Department,  which  was  held  in  Atlantic  City, 
N.  J.,  in  the  month  of  August  1939,  and  at 
that  time  Mr.  Wm.  A.  Carroll,  Executive  Sec- 
retary of  the  Building  Trades  Employers'  Asso- 
ciation of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  agreed  upon 
as  temporary  Referee. 

Also  at  the  Atlantic  City  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Council  an  agreement  was  reached 
between  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  the  Associated  General  Contractors 
of  America,  whereby  the  Building  &  Construc- 
tion Trades  Department  and  the  Associated 
General  Contractors  for  the  first  time  in  his- 
tory, would  agree  to  cooperate  and  endeavor 
to  work  in  cooperation  and  harmony  with  each 
other,  to  the  end  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
Building  Industry  would  be  served,  as  well  as 
to  improve  the  labor  relations  between  both 
of  these  organizations. 

The  Executive  Council  at  the  Atlantic  City 
meeting  did  unanimously  agree  that  all  work 
stopped  by  jurisdictional  disputes  between  affil- 
iated organizations  should  be  resumed  at  once 
and  that  the  trade  having  possession  of  the 
work  in  question  at  the  time  of  the  strike  or 
stoppage  of  work  would  remain  in  possession 
of  the  work  until  such  times  as  a  decision 
was  rendered  by  the  President  of  the  Build- 
ing Trades  Department,  and  in  order  to  ac- 
quaint our  membership  further  regarding  the 
results  of  the  action  of  the  Executive  Council 
at  Atlantic  City,  I  am  herewith  quoting  a  let- 
ter from  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Asso- 
ciated General  Contractors  of  America  and  the 
newspaper  comment  of  August  11,  1939  upon 
the  same  subject: 

THE  ASSOCIATED  GENERAL 
CONTRACTORS 
Of  America,  Inc. 
Munsey  Building  Washington,  D.  C. 

"TO  THE  FULL  MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE 
ASSOCIATED  GENERAL  CONTRAC- 
TORS OF  AMERICA,  INC. 
The  A.G.C.  Labor  Relations  Committee  pre- 
sented to  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Build- 
ing and  Construction  Trades  Department  of  the 
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A.  F.  of  i..,  Ill  a  series  oi  conierentes  start- 
ing August  8  in  Atlantic  City,  the  resohition 
adopted  at  the  San  Francisco  convention  direct- 
ing the  Managing  Director  to  take  action 
toward  obtaining  for  general  contractors  work- 
ing under  agreements  with  organized  labor,  con- 
ditions whereby  work  shall  proceed  during 
iurisdiclioiial  disputes,  uniform  hours  shall  pre- 
vail for  all  crafts  on  a  job,  wage  rates  and 
working  conditions  shall  last  until  completion 
of  a  job,  and  adequate  provisions  for  training 
of  apprentices  is  made. 

On  August  11  the  Executive  Council  issued 
a  newspai)er  release,  approved  by  the  A.G.C. 
committee,  stating  that : 

1.  The  A.G.C.  resolutii)ii  had  been  en- 
dorsed by  the  F.xecutive  Council. 

2.  The  Coimcil  unanimously  had  agreed 
that  all  work  stopped  by  jurisdictional 
disputes  between  affiliated  unions 
should  be  resumed  immediately,  and 
no  further  stoppage  of  work  should 
occur  because  of  such  disputes. 

3.  Joint  meetings  between  a  committee 
of  the  Council  and  the  A.G.C.  Labor 
Relations  Committee  will  be  actively 
continued  to  cooperate  toward  per- 
fecting the  operation  of  this  plan  of 
settling  jurisdictional  disputes  and 
avoiding  their  occurence,  as  well  as 
to  develop  ways  and  means  of  accom- 
plishing the  other  objectives  of  the 
San  Francisco  resolution. 

The  enclosed  newspaper  release  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  correctly  states  its  decision  and 
understanding  with  this  Association.  As  will  be 
noted,  work  is  to  remain  in  possession  of  the 
trade  in  possession  of  it  at  the  time  a  juris- 
dictional dispute  arises  until  a  decision  is  made 
by  the  newly  elected  president  of  the  Depart- 
ment, John  Coyne. 

In  order  to  make  effective  this  decision  to 
continue  work  during  jurisdictional  disputes, 
the  National  Association  should  be  notified  at 
once  and  be  kept  informed  daily  of  all  dis- 
putes of  this  character  which  are  now  pending 
or  may  arise  in  the  future  to  threaten  the  pro- 
gress of  a  project. 

To  obtain  the  full  benefits  of  this  arrange- 
ment to  prevent  stoppage  of  work,  A.G.C. 
members  and  chapters  dealing  with  A.  F.  of  L. 
construction  unions  or  employing  their  men  will 
respect  and  comply  with  the  jurisdictional  deci- 
sions made  by  President  Coyne  and  support  the 


rules  of  Ihc  Department  in  connection  there- 
with. 

In  the  event  a  decision  should  result  in  seri- 
ous undue  liardship  or  expense  to  contractors 
and  they  desire  to  protest  the  effects  of  a  de- 
cision, tlien  complete  information  should  be 
forwarded  to  this  office  of  the  Association  and 
justified  relief  will  be  sought  by  representatives 
of  the  National  Association  through  established 
channels. 

In  tlie  event  a  pending  decision  by  President 
Coyne  may  seriously  effect  the  correctly  con- 
templated cost  or  the  quality  of  work,  complete 
information,  estimates  and  statements  of  the 
effect  should  be  forwarded  to  the  National 
Offices  of  this  Association  so  that  it  may  be 
presented  through  these  channels  to  President 
Coyne  for  his  consideration. 

It  must  be  considered,  however,  that  the  At- 
lantic City  decision  and  understanding  with  our 
Committee  is  an  undertaking  of  huge  magni- 
tude. To  correct  all  instances  will  require  close 
cooperation  by  all  parties.  Each  decision  made 
will  require  some  sacrifice  by  one  of  the  unions 
involved  and  there  may  be  occasions  when  the 
contractor  will  be  expected  to  make  some  rea- 
sonable share  of  sacrifices  to  effectively  elimi- 
nate stoppage  of  work  from  this  cause  which 
has  plagued  the  industry. 

Negotiations  by  the  Labor  Relations  Com- 
mittee with  the  Building  and  Construction 
Trades  Department  have  been  conducted  solely 
in  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  cooperation  on  both 
sides.  We  have  assurance  this  spirit  will  con- 
tinue and  the  Association  requests  the  full  co- 
operation and  support  of  Chapters,  members, 
and  contractors  who  deal  with  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
in  order  that  the  industry  as  a  whole  ma\- 
l)rosper  through  these  improved  relations. 

We  suggest  careful  study  of  the  news  re- 
lease attached.  Further  developments  in  this 
outstanding  cooperative  objective  and  achieve- 
ment will  be  reported  to  you  as  progress  is 
made. 

While  it  is  recognized  that  all  contractors 
and  subcontractors  employing  union  labor  in  the 
industry  will  benefit  by  these  developments,  the 
A.G.C.  members  who  can  and  will  use  Asso- 
ciation channels  now  developed  to  clear  their 
Labor  Relations  problems  locally  and  nation- 
ally will  naturally  receive  the  greatest  bene- 
fits. Sincerely  yours, 

Edward  J.  Harding, 

Managing  Director" 
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NEWS  RELEASE 

By — Buildi)t(j  and  Constniclton  Trades  Depart- 
ment, A.  F.  of  L.  August  11,  1939. 

"The  Building  and  Construction  Trades  De- 
jjartment  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
today  elected  Jolin  Coyne,  Engineer,  President 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Presi- 
dent Joseph  A.  Mclnerney,  and  George  Master- 
ton,  Plumber,  Vice-President  and  Executive 
Council  member. 

The  election  and  the  announcement  of  an  un- 
derstanding with  a  committee  representing 
Associated  General  Contractors  of  America  for 
the  ending  of  all  stoppages  of  work  due  to 
jurisdictional  disputes  featured  the  closing  ses- 
sions of  the  Department. 

The  agreement  on  jurisdictional  disputes  fol- 
lowed a  series  of  conferences  beginning  last 
Tuesday,  when  representatives  of  the  Contrac- 
tors appeared  before  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  Department  to  discuss  problems  of  the  in- 
dustry, with  special  reference  to  suspensions  of 
work  due  to  jurisdictional  disputes. 

The  Contractors'  Committee,  headed  by  E.  P. 
Palmer  of  New  York  included  in  its  member- 
ship: H.  A.  Dick,  Portland,  Oregon;  J.  S. 
Miller,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  B.  P.  Larken,  Ridge- 
field,  N.  J.;  E.  J.  Dunnigan,  Sr.,  St.  Paul, 
Minn. ;  B.  F.  Modglin,  San  Francisco,  Calif. ; 
\V.  A.  Klinger,  Sioux  City,  la. ;  A.  C.  Tozzer, 
New  York,  N.  Y. ;  W.  S.  Bellows,  Houston, 
Texas,  and  George  B.  Walbridge,  Detroit, 
Mich. 

The  Committee  presented  to  the  Council  a 
resolution  which  was  adopted  at  the  Contrac- 
tors' convention  in  San  Francisco,  March  10, 
1939,  after  John  Possehl,  Vice-President  of 
the  Department  had  presented  its  views  on  trade 
problems,  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
association,  a  labor  man  had  addressed  the 
Convention. 

TO  IMPROVE  LABOR  RELATIONS 

"WHEREAS,  lu  order  to  construct  projects 
with  greater  efficiency  and  at  the  lowest  pos- 
sible cost,  it  is  essential  that  vrage  rates  to  be 
paid,  working  conditions  to  be  observed,  and 
jurisdiction  of  crafts  over  all  parts  of  the  work 
be  predetermined  and  remain  constant  through- 
out the  construction  until  completion; 

"THEREFOkA  BE  IT  RESOLVED  by 
the  20th  Annual  Convention  of  The  Associated 
General   Contractors  of   America,   Inc.,  San 


l  ianciscu,  Laliiornia,  March  6-10,  1939,  that 
ihc  Managing  Director  be  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  take  action  toward  obtaining  for  gen- 
eral contractors  working  under  agreements  with 
organized  labor  conditions  under  which : 

(1)  Uniform  conditions  covering  daily  and 
weekly  hours  of  employment  will  pre- 
vail for  all  crafts  engaged  on  the  work ; 
and 

(2)  Wage  rates  to  be  i)aid  and  working  con 
ditions  to  be  observed  shall  be  main- 
tained at  the  level  prevailing  when  the 
contract  is  signed,  until  the  completion 
of  the  project; 

(3)  Adequate  provision  is  made  for  the 
training  of  apprentices  in  the  skilled 
crafts  in  such  proportion  that  the  ranks 
of  skilled  workers  be  constantly  repleted ; 

(4)  Disputes  or  misunderstandings  arising 
as  to  union  craft  or  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion be  promptly  settled  giving  due  con- 
sideration to  the  interest  of  the  em- 
ployer through  the  most  effective  means 
without  stoppage  of  work.  Work  shall 
proceed  with  the  craft  controlling  the 
work  previous  to  the  dispute." 

The  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee 
made  up  of  President  Coyne,  Vice-President 
Richard  J.  Gray,  Vice-President  George  Mas- 
terton.  Secretary  Herbert  Rivers,  which  was 
in  almost  continuous  contact. 

Under  the  agreement  reached  and  unanimous- 
ly approved,  the  Executive  Council  of  the  De- 
partment instructed  all  International  Presidents 
to  immediately  return  all  men  to  work  on  jobs 
stopped  because  of  jurisdictional  disputes  be- 
tween trades  affiliated  with  the  Department,  all 
work  in  dispute  to  remain  in  possession  of  the 
trade  in  possession  of  the  work  at  the  time  of 
stoppage  and  proceed  with  the  work  pending 
an  appeal  to,  and  a  decision  by  the  President 
of  the  Department. 

Disputes  arising  from  now  on  are  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  President  of  the  Department  ar 
provided  for  by  the  constitution  of  the  Depart- 
ment, work  to  continue  by  the  trade  in  posses- 
sion of  it,  pending  his  decision. 

After  the  action  of  the  Council,  the  joint 
Committees  met  and  arranged  to  continue  meet- 
ings for  the  purpose  of  exploring  trade  prob- 
lems and  developing  macliinery  for  the  award- 
ance  of  jurisdiction. 
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Speaking  for  the  contractors,  E.  J.  Harding, 
Managing  Director  of  the  Association,  declared 
the  action  taken  today  to  be  the  signal  for 
construction  to  go  ahead. 

'We  are'  said  he,  'mightily  pleased  with 
the  action  of  the  Department  and  will  continue 
to  work  with  President  CojTie  and  his  asso- 
ciates to  develop  ways  and  means  of  advancing 
our  mutual  interests. 

By  reason  of  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Council  there  will  be  no  cessation  of  work  be- 
cause of  dispute  between  affiliated  unions  on 
any  and  all  types  of  construction  coming  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department." 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  above  agreement 
or  understanding  with  the  Associated  General 
Contractors  of  America  will  be  the  means  of 
bringing  about  a  better  understanding  between 
all  of  their  members,  as  well  as  to  open  up  a 
bigger  and  larger  field  of  work  opportunities 
for  the  membership  of  the  organizations  affil- 
iated with  the  Building  and  Construction  Trades 
Department,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  any  encroachment  upon  any  of  our 
rights  by  newly  formed  C.I.O.  Construction 
Workers  organization. 

We  have  held  several  conferences  with  the 
officials  of  the  Iron  Workers'  International 
Union,  but  up  to  date,  have  been  unable  to 
arrive  at  any  satisfactory  definite  understand- 
ing, regarding  the  question  of  Steel  constructed 
houses. 

We  have  been  unable  to  hold  any  conferences 
with  the  Carpenters,  but  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  since  a  new  Referee  has  been  appointed 
that  some  of  these  controversial  questions  of 
jurisdiction  between  the  Iron  Workers  and  Car- 
penters and  our  organization,  will  be  a  subject 
matter  to  be  given  consideration  and  decided 
upon  in  the  very  near  future. 

I  would  further  recommend  that  all  of  our 
local  unions  comply  with  the  decision  rendered 
by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Building  and 
Construction  Trades  Department  at  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.,  on  August  11,  1939,  and  which 
decision  has  been  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Building  and  Construction  Trades  Department 
to  all  State  and  local  Building  Trades  Councils. 

ORGANIZING 

Since  our  last  convention  we  have  had  out 
on  the  road  at  different  times  twenty-five  Dep- 


uty Organizers  in  all  sections  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  These  organizers  have  been 
engaged  in  the  work  of  organizing  as  well  as 
settling  strikes  and  jurisdictional  disputes  be- 
tween our  Local  Unions  and  Local  Unions  of 
other  trades.  Our  organizers  have  made  some 
very  good  progress  in  bringing  new  and  sus- 
pended members  into  the  fold  of  the  Inter- 
national Union.  The  result  of  the  organizing 
work  is  reflected  in  the  reinstatement  of  71 
Local  Unions  and  the  granting  of  17  new 
cliarters,  which  is  further  reflected  in  an  aver- 
age monthly  increase  of  our  membership  of 
nearly  2,000  members  since  our  last  convention. 
The  total  amount  of  money  expended  for  all 
organizing  work  daring  the  past  three  years 
was  $55,821.70. 

WOOD  LATHING  AND  OTHER 
SUBSTITUTES 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  since  our  last 
Convention,  many  of  our  local  unions  through- 
out the  country  have  given  serious  considera- 
tion to  the  question  of  getting  control  of  this 
class  of  work  in  their  respective  localities,  and 
as  a  result  of  their  efforts  along  this  line,  there 
has  been  much  residential  work  brought  under 
the  supervision  of  our  membership.  This  action 
upon  the  part  of  our  local  unions  in  putting 
forth  efforts  to  get  control  of  this  work  has 
resulted  in  creating  many  thousands  of  work- 
hour  opportunities  for  our  membership. 

In  many  different  localities  and  as  a  result 
of  our  efforts  along  this  line,  we  have  straight- 
ened out  a  great  deal  of  the  nail-on  work  in 
many  different  localities  and  have  also  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  ten  local  unions  in  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  country  which  are  taking 
care  of  this  class  of  work  in  their  respective 
localities  under  harmonious  agreements  with  the 
older  established  local  unions. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  all  of  these  local  unions 
will  have  succeeded  in  establishing  the  same 
standards  of  wages,  hours  and  working  con- 
ditions that  exist  in  the  older  local  unions 
and  that  eventually  they  will  become  amalga- 
mated with  full  control  in  their  localities  over 
the  entire  industry,  and  I  would  recommend 
to  our  local  unions  who  have  not  already  made 
an  attempt  to  get  control  over  this  class  of 
work,  that  they  begin  to  do  so  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, so  that  we  will  be  better  able  to  control 
all  of  the  work  that  properly  comes  under  our 
jurisdiction. 


THE    L  A  T  H  J:  K 


29 


DISTRICT  AND  STATE  COUNCILS 

Since  our  last  Convention,  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  sevctilecii  District  and 
State  Councils  in  difTcicnt  sections  o{  the 
United  States.  This  with  those  already  estab- 
lished makes  a  total  of  thirty-four  State  and 
District  Councils.  These  State  and  District 
Councils  if  properly  managed  and  an  active 
interest  is  taken  in  them  by  the  local  unions 
afliliated  can  result  in  great  benefit  to  our  affil- 
iated local  unions  by  creating  a  more  active 
interest  among  the  membership  of  their  affil- 
iated local  unions,  as  well  as  aiding  in  bring- 
ing about  a  better  degree  of  cooperation  and 
harmony  to  exist  among  their  affiliated  local 
unions.  They  can  also  become  a  large  factor 
in  bringing  our  membership  closer  together  so 
that  they  may  more  fully  cooperate  in  order  to 
assist  each  other  in  securing  employment,  as 
well  as  protecting  and  promoting  our  jurisdic- 
tion claims  all  throughout  the  State  or  District 
Council  territory. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  all  local 
unions  affiliated  with  State  and  District  Coun- 
cils see  to  it  that  their  delegates  regularly 
attend  these  Council  meetings  and  take  an 
active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Councils, 
to  the  end  that  the  best  interests  of  our  mem- 
bership and  the  industry  in  general  will  be 
served  in  their  respective  localities. 

NATIONAL  AFFILIATIONS 

Our  International  Union  is  in  affiliation  with 
and  still  working  in  cooperation  and  harmony 
with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and 
its  Building  and  Construction  Trades  Depart- 
ment, and  also  the  Workers'  Education  Bur- 
eau. We  have  been  affiliated  with  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  without  interruption 
for  forty  years.  We  have  also  been  affiliated 
with  the  Building  and  Construction  Trades  De- 
partment of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
since  its  inception  in  1908.  We  have  also  been 
affiliated  with  the  Workers  Education  Bureau 
for  about  ten  years.  All  of  these  organizations 
have  done  wonderful  work  on  behalf  of  the 
membership  of  the  trade  union  movement  all 
throughout  the  country  and  deserve  our  con- 
tinued support  and  cooperation. 

I  would  recommend  that  all  of  our  affiliated 
organizations  that  are  not  affiliated  with  the 
City  Central  Bodies  or  State  Federations  of 
Labor  should  become  affiliated  with  these  bodies 
in  order  to  assist  them  in  protecting  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  working  classes  of  this 


country.  Under  the  law  of  our  International 
Union,  afliliation  with  bona  fide  City  Central 
Bodies  and  State  Federations  of  Labor,  as  well 
as  local  and  state  Building  Trades  Councils  is 
compulsory.  It  is  my  opinion  that  there  should 
be  no  necessity  for  the  use  of  compulsion  to 
bring  about  the  atiiliation  of  our  local  unions 
with  these  central  bodies  of  both  the  Building 
and  Construction  Trades  Department  and  the 
A.  F.  of  L.,  as  it  is  through  the  efforts  of 
these  State  Federations  of  Labor  that  we  se- 
cure laws  that  are  beneficial  to  labor  and  defeat 
the  attempts  of  the  enemies  of  the  labor  move- 
ment in  having  legislation  enacted  which  is 
detrimental  to  the  working  classes.  Therefore, 
it  is  our  duty  and  responsibility  to  aid  and 
assist  these  Central  Bodies,  State  Federations 
of  Labor,  Local  and  State  Building  Trades 
Councils  in  every  way  possible. 

STRIKES 

During  the  past  three  years,  we  have  had 
quite  a  number  of  local  strikes  on  account  of 
demands  for  increases  in  wages  and  on  account 
of  jurisdictional  disputes  with  other  trades. 
Most  of  these  strikes  were  of  short  duration 
and  were  adjusted  in  most  cases  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  parties  concerned. 

LAWSUITS 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  since  our  last 
convention,  we  have  had  very  few  lawsuits, 
none  of  which  were  of  any  importance,  and 
all  have  been  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  International  Union. 

TRANSFERS 

I  am  also  pleased  to  report  to  the  Conven- 
tion that  since  our  last  convention,  there  have 
been  but  a  few  complaints  regarding  refusal  of 
local  unions  to  accept  transfers,  and  I  assure 
you  that  this  is  pleasant  news  to  your  officers 
as  it  demonstrates  in  a  practical  manner  the 
fraternal  spirit  that  is  necessary  for  the  success 
of  both  a  local  and  International  Union,  and  in- 
asmuch as  the  transfer  system  is  the  basic  and 
fundamental  principle  upon  which  all  Interna- 
tional Unions  are  founded,  it  then  naturally 
follows  that  no  deliberate  violation  of  the  trans- 
fer law  can  be  tolerated. 

FUNERAL  BENEFITS 

Since  our  last  convention,  we  have  paid  out 
the  sum  of  $94,650.80  in  Funeral  Benefits  for 
the  three-year  period,  thus  showing  an  average 
for  the  three  years  of  $31,550.27.  This  is  an 
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increase  of  $6,157.51  in  Funeral  Benefits  above- 
each  of  tlie  three  preceding  three  years.  I  would 
therefore  recommend  that  the  Convention  give 
consideration  to  the  question  of  making  this 
Funeral  Benefit  F"und  more  secure  by  the  way 
of  a  reserve,  as  it  is  my  opinion  that  there 
sliould  always  be  a  substantial  reserve  in  the 
Funeral  Benefit  Fund  or  the  General  Fund  to 
insure  the  payment  of  these  benefits. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Since  our  last  convention,  with  the  aid  and 
assistance  of  our  organizers  and  local  unions, 
we  have  succeeded  in  reinstating  and  enrolling 
2,460  members,  which  I  believe  shows  that  our 
International  Union  is  gradually  getting  back 
into  its  former  numerical  position,  and  I  sin- 
cerely trust  that  all  of  our  local  unions  will 
endeavor  to  put  their  shoulder  to  the  wheel 
and  aid  in  bringing  back  all  of  the  outsiders 
in  their  respective  localities  into  the  fold  and 
under  the  banner  of  the  International  Union. 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 
Since  our  last  convention,  there  have  been 
two  meetings  of  the  Executive  Council.  The 
Council  has  dealt  with  many  subjects  affecting 
our  International  Union,  and  a  report  upon 
these  matters  will  be  made  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Council,  Vice-President 
Brother  George  T.  Moore. 

APPEALS 

Since  our  last  convention,  I  have  decided 
some  forty-six  appeals  afifecting  our  local  un- 
ions and  their  membership,  and  in  rendering 
decisions  upon  these  appeals,  I  assure  you  that 
it  has  always  been  my  intention  to  be  fair  and 
impartial  and  render  decisions  in  accordance 
with  the  evidence  presented,  and  while  I  may 
have  made  some  mistakes,  I  assure  you  that 
they  were  not  intentional. 

I  also  desire  to  report  that  since  our  last 
lonvention,  wc  have  received  from  the  Standard 
Trust  Bank,  one  of  the  closed  banks  in  which 
our  money  was  deposited,  the  sum  of  $11,066.69. 
This  makes  a  total  which  we  received  from 
this  bank  since  it  has  closed  of  $20,554.42.  We 
have  also  received  from  the  sale  of  our  Feder- 
ation Savings  and  Trust  book  the  sum  of 
$7,000.00  up  to  date.  There  is  a  balance  due 
on  this  book  from  the  purchaser  of  $2,000.00, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  we  will  receive  in  the 
very  near  future.  I  further  believe  that  there 
will  be  more  payments  made  from  the  Standard 
Trust  Bank  before  the  bank  is  completely  liqui- 
dated. 


1  am  also  pleased  to  report  thai  the  inter 
national  Union  has  paid  all  of  its  outstanding 
obligations  since  our  last  convention,  and  is  at 
the  present  time,  free  and  clear  from  any  debt 
obligations,  excepting  perhaps  one  or  two  small 
debts. 

IN  CONCLUSION,  1  desne  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  all  of  my  colleagues,  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Council,  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary-Treasurer  as  well  as  the  officers 
and  members  of  our  afiiliated  local  unions  for 
llieir  kind  consideration  and  cooperation  dur- 
ing the  past  three  years.  1  sincerely  trust  that 
ilie  deliberations  of  the  delegates  to  this  con- 
vention will  result  to  the  benefit  of  our  entire 
membership  and  our  industry,  as  well  as  the 
labor  movement  in  general. 

(  am. 

Fraternally  yours, 

WILLIAM  J.  McSORLEY. 

General  President. 

TOTAL  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 
GENERAL  PRESIDENT 

From  September  1,  1936  —  August  31,  1937 

Railroad  fare  and  sleepers  „....$     803. 7U 

Hotel  expenses   _    2,553.00 

Telegrams,  telephone,  postage, 
stenographic  service  and  inciden- 
tal expenses  at  A.  F.  of  L.  Con- 
vention   279.97 

Salary  _    9,500.00 

Total   $13,136.67 

From  September  1,  1937  —  August  31,  1938 

Railroad  fare  and  sleepers   $  1,404.75 

Hotel  expenses    3,150.00 

Telegrams,  telephone,  postage  and 

stenographic  service     395.25 

Salary  „  10,000.00 

Total  _    $14,950.00 

From  September  1,  1938  —  August  31,  1939 

Railroad  fare  and  sleepers  .....$  1,841.97 

Hotel  expenses   3.410.00 

Telegrams,  telephone,  postage  and 

stenographic  service   573.0.^ 

Salary     9,970.00 

Total  .........$15,795.00 

Total  expended  September  1, 

1936  to  August  31.  1939  $43,881.67 
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SUMMARY  OF  SALARY  AND  EX 
PENSES  FOR  THREE  YEARS 

From  September  1,  1936  —  August  31.  1939 

Salary    $29,470.00 

Railroad  fare  and  sleepers —   4,{)S0  42 


Hole!  expenses    

Telegrams,  telephone, 
stenographic  service 


postage. 


9.11300 


1.248.25 


$43,881.67 


Monday  Afternoon  Session 

September  11,  1939 


I'hc  lueetmg  convened  a.1  two-hfteen 
o'clock.    President    McSorley  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  con- 
vention will  please  be  in  order. 

I  want  to  make  an  announcement:  that 
the  Credentials  Committee  informs  me  that 
they  will  not  be  ready  to  report  until  ten 
o'clock  tomorrow  morning.  If  there  is  no 
objection,  we  will  have  the  recording  of 
the  roll   call  of  officers  and  adjourn  until 


tomorrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock.  Are  thert 
any  objections  to  that?  There  appear  to  hi 
none. 

(The  roll  call  of  officers  showed  all  officer^ 
present). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  convcn 
tion  will  stand  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock 
tomorrow  morning. 

(The  meeting  thereupon  adjourned  at 
two-twenty  o'clock). 


Tuesday  Morning  Session 

September  12,  1939 


The  meeting  convened  at  ten-ten  o'clock, 
President  McSorley  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Secretary 
will  please  call  the  roll  of  officers. 

(The  Roll  of  Officers  was  called  by  the  Sec- 
retary). 

SECRETARY  FORD:  I  find  four  of  the 
officers  present  and  the  other  seven  absent. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

DELEGATE  SAL  MASO  (Secretary  of 
the  Committee  on  Credentials)  :  To  the  Of- 
ficers and  Delegates  of  the  Eighteenth  Con- 
vention of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lather.s 
International  Union,  in  Convention  Assembled. 
Gentlemen :  We  as  the  Credentials  Committee 
have  met  and  submit  this  report  recommending 
the  following  delegates  be  seated : 


Local 

City 

Delegate 

1 

Columbus,  Ohio   

 J.  W.  Limes 

2 

Cleveland,  Ohio   

...„Frank  R.  Smith 

4 

Scranton,  Pa.   

 W.  J.  Horan 

5 

Detroit,  Mich.  

..James  L.  McCann 

9 

Washington,  D.  C  

„-..W.  W.  Wallace 

10 

Milwaukee,  Wis  

  Mike  Zahn 

11 

Norfolk,  Va.   

...Harold  J.  Miller 

14 

Rochester,  N.  Y  

~  J.  E.  Ferguson 

18 

Louisville,  Ky.   

....J.  B.  Springer 

19 

Joliet,  111.   

 L.  F.  Buell 

20 

Springfield,  111.   

23 

Bridgeport,  Conn.  ,.  _. 

_.J.  R.  Piccirrillo 

24 

Toledo,  Ohio   

 H.  B.  Kimple 

25 

Springfield,  Mass.  

 Leo.  H.  Stone 

26 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla.. 

..„H.  W.  Andrews 

27 

Kansas  City,  Mo  

 Elwood  Eshe 

28 

Youngstown,  Ohio  

.  H.  M.  Durrell 

29 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J  

— C.  A.  Dickerson 

30 

Dayton,  Ohio   

 Ora  A.  Kress 

31 

Holyoke,  Mass.  _.     ,  . 

 Raoul  Beaudrj' 

32 

Buffalo,  N.  Y  

 Peter  Mackie 

33 

Pittsburgh,  Pa  

,  Jos.  H.  Duty 

34 

Ft.  WajTie,  Tnd  

 J.  McNally 

36 

Vfnr\^  Til 

 Francis  Baker 

39 

Indianapolis,  Ind.   Geo.  H.  Stevenson 

40 

Muncie,  Ind.  

 C.  B.  Berwick 

42 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.   

~  C.  J.  Haggert>- 

46 

New  York  City.  N.  Y. 

...Walter  Matthews 

47 

Cincinnati.  Ohio   

 Chas.  T.  Case 

Local 

City 

Delegate 

48 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo.   1.  H.  York 

49 

Pueblo,  Colo.    

 C.  J.  Herschell 

51 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 

 H.  J.  Liebig 

52 

Utica,  N.  Y    ._ 

.    Claude  Reed 

53 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

_   .James  Leyden 

55 

Memphis,  Tenn.  ™ 

.E.  W.  Brinkmeyer 

59 

Jacksonville,  Fla.  — 

..,_.W.  E.  Summers 

62 

New  Orleans,  La  

C.  R.  Nicholas 

64 

E.  St.  Louis,  111  

 F.  J.  Wilbert 

65 

San  Francisco,  Cal  

 J.  L.  Young 

66 

Trenton,  N.  J  

,,.|.  J.  MacDonough 

67 

Jersey  City,  N.  J  — 

 Pat  MuUane 

68 

Denver,  Colo  _  

 J.  H.  Mitchell 

70 

Terre  Haute,  Ind  

....Leroy  A.  Wilson 

71 

Akron,  Ohio    

  R.  E.  Brobst 

72 

Boston,  Mass  _. 

 H.  L.  Connor 

73 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  —  

 Harry  Hagen 

74 

Chicago,  111   

 A.  D.  Yoder 

75 

Baltimore,  Md.   

„  .„  ..   .J.  P.  Boyd 

78 

Hartford,  Conn  — 

 _A.  E.  Boudreau 

85 

Elizabeth,  N.  J   

...James  M.  Temple 

87 

Reading,  Pa.  — 

.  H.  D.  Brubaker 

88 

Oakland,  Cal   

 Carl  S.  Toll 

97 

Toronto,  Ont  

 H.  R.  Weller 

98 

Stockton,  Cal  — 

 Joseph  Lane 

99 

Lynn,  Mass  

 Earl  Conrad 

102 

Newark,  N.  J  John  T.  Vohden,  Jr. 

103 

Chicago  Heights,  Ill....George  F.  Michael 

104 

Seattle,  Wash  _  

 Walter  Turner 

106 

Plainfield,  N.  J  

 Harry  Swartz 

109 

Sacramento,  Cal.  — 

  C.  C.  Allen 

110 

111 

Madison,  Wis  

  R.  P.  Landers 

114 

Rockford,  111.  

 John  Giesev 

115 

Cedar  Rapids,  la  

  F.  A.  Canfield 

120 

Schenectady,  N.  Y  

 Arthur  Dinsmore 

121 

Aurora,  111.  —  

 _  A.  J.  Plant 

123 

Brockton,  Mass.   

 J.  J.  Reagan 

125 

Waterbury,  Conn  

 F.  J.  Dtiphiney 

126 

Canton,  Ohio   — 

 Sylvester  Tames 

127 

El  Paso,  Tex.   

 Raymond  Knapp 

136 

Omaha,  Neb  — 

  A.  F.  Kurth 

137 

Portland,  Me.   

 Guy  Bergh 

140 

Dallas,  Texas    

  F.  C.  Bray 

142 

Waltham,  Mass  _ 

 Frank  C.  Burke 

143 

Patersnn,  N.  J  

.„   Sal  Maso 

1.52 

White  Plains.  N.  Y. 

 A.  A.  Pelleticr 

166 

Albany,  N.  Y  _.. 

„.Alton  Qother,  Jr. 

171 

Lorain,  Ohio    

W.  S.  Limes 

173 

Perth  Amhoy,  N.  T..... 

 Knud  Aggerholm 

32 
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Delcgute 

185 

Wichita,  Kan.   

 J.  C.  Prothcro 

190 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  . 

  Walter  Frank 

192 

Galcsburg,  111.   

 0.  F.  Larson 

197 

Rock  Island,  111  _.. 

 Oscar  Lundeen 

202 

Champaign,  111.   

 William  F.  Betz 

203 

Springfield,  Mo  

 Harry  T.  Miller 

204 

Ashtabula,  Ohio   

 J.  F.  McDermott 

209 

La  Salle,  111. 

  „L.  B.  Liesse 

215 

New  Haven,  Conn... 

 John  Malone 

216 

Mobile,  Ala.   

-W.  C.  Rowbottom 

222 

Danville,  111.  .._  

........Joseph  F.  Will 

224 

Houston,  Tex.   

 H.  H.  Fairbanks 

225 

Kenosha,  Wis.   

  Jesse  Ruth 

226 

Yonkers,  N.  Y  

 David  Christie 

228 

Tulsa,  Okla.    

 J.  G.  Garrison 

232 

Racine,  Wis.   

 M.  J.  Kurth 

233 

Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y  

  A.  Keegan 

234 

Atlanta,  Ga.  ™  _. 

 Jack  Bailey 

243 

Santa  Rosa,  Cal.  

 L.  H.  Kloske 

244 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

 ...William  Cohen 

(Kings-Queens) 

246 

Lowrell,  Mass.    

.....George  F.  Chase 

250 

Morristown,  N.  J  

 Frank  Gallagher 

254 

New  Bedford,  Mass. 

 \.  A.  Laplante 

268 

San  Rafael,  Cal  

  J.  O.  Dahl 

272 

Zanesville,  0.   

 Tohn  E.  Wilson 

278 

San  Mateo,  Cal.  . 

H.  T.  Skellev 

279 

Joplin,  Mo.   

  J.  P.  Ready 

286 

Stamford,  Conn  

 Harr-v'  Johnson 

Local  City 

Delegate 

302 

Vallejo,  Cal.   

 L.  K.  Prink 

308 

New  York,  N.  Y... 

   F.  Quinto 

309 

Jamestown,  N.  Y  

 C.  R.  Ross 

311 

Amarilk),  Tex  _ 

 R.  A.  Teed 

313 

Columbia,  Mo.  _  _ 

  K.  C.  St  roup 

336 

Quincy,  111.   

.Bryan  Fredrickson 

344 

Lafayette,  Ind.   

 Theo.  Koeppen 

345 

Miami,  Fla.  .   .  — 

 A.  J.  Miller 

346 

Asbury  Park,  N.  J.™ 

 C.  A.  Johnson 

348 

Manchester,  N.  H. — 

.....William  P.  Cook 

359 

Providence,  R.  I  — 

 John  Trojan 

378 

Marion,  111.   

 C.  C.  Seats 

386 

Newburgh,  N.  Y  

 Walter  Hignight 

388 

Green  Bay,  Wis  

 F.  H.  Wright 

392 

Elmira,  N.  Y   

 Henry  Warren 

401 

Allentown,  Pa   

 Harry  Sassaman 

407 

Austin,  Tex.   

 N.  L.  Smith 

413 

Norwalk,  Conn  — 

 J.  W.  Hull 

424 

Big  Spring,  Tex.  ... 

 Jack  Goodgion 

428 

Ponca  City,  Okla  

 T.  L.  Maddock 

429 

Harrisburg,  Pa  — 

 R.  R.  Shepler 

435 

Shreveport,  La.   

 M.  W.  Walkup 

439 

Windsor,  Ont.   

 Thomas  Priestly 

442 

Santa  Cruz,  Cal  

 J.  R.  Griffin 

443 

Steubenville,  0.   

 W.  C.  Chappell 

446 

Elgin,  111.   

 P.  J.  Hickey 

455 

W.  Palm  Beach,  Fla. 

 C.  M.  Haefner 

493 

Warren,  Pa.   

 Peter  Pawlak 

494 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  

..Donald  E.  Saville 

DISTRICT  and  STATE  COUNCILS 


Buckeye  State  Council  _  _...„    E.  Vanderhoff 

Capital  District  Council     John  L.  Quante 

Central  New  Jersey  District  Council    Lewis  Beekman,  Jr. 

Central  New  York  District  Council  _  E.  J.  Roberts 

Florida  East  Coast  District  Council  „  James  Wayman 

Golden  Gate  District  Council  _  William  D.  Marden 

Greater  New  York  District  Council     H.  Spillane 

Greater  St.  Louis  District  Council  Horace  G.  Stroup 

Hoosier  State  Council  _    „  George  A.  Anderson 

Hudson  Valley  District  Council  ..„    George  A.  Gallivan 

Illinois  State  Council    George  T.  Moore 

Kansas  City  and  St.  Joseph  District  Council   William  E.  Conniff 

Lake  Erie  District  Council  _   A..  Nicholson 

Massachusetts  State  Council  ...John  P.  Cook 

Mississippi  Valley  District  Council  Harry  Baldwin 

Missouri  State  Council  „  „  Raymond  McDonald 

New  Jersey  State  Council      _   John  Budd 

Nortliern  New  Jersey  District  Council     John  Desposito 

New  York  State  Council...  ..„    „  _  John  J.  Langan 

Nutmeg  State  Council..    _  _  John  Dunn 

Ozarks  District  Council      _  L  C.  Brown 
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Southern  Ohio  District  Council  ha  Koble 

Tidewater  District  CounciL   John  Ross 

Tri-State  District  Council  „  _  Lionel  Brodeur 

Westchester  District  Council  _  Leonard  Klink 

Western  New  York  District  Council  _  Fred  O.  Toale 

West  Penn  District  Council —  „  H.  F.  Thompson 

163  delegates  approved,  12  delegates  rejected,  9  alternates  rejected. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Credentials  Committee  will  make  his  report  on  the 
rejected  delegates.  (*) 


DELEGATE  RODIER  (Local  20)  :  We 
have  nine  delegates — 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  Just  a  minute. 
Do  you  want  to  report  favorably  on  these.' 

DELEGATE  MASO  (Local  143):  Mr. 
Chairman,  the  Credentials  Committee  reports 
favorably  and  moves  the  delegates  be  seated. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Credentials  Committee  be  adopted.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ? 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  I  wish 
to  make  a  correction.  Instead  of  St.  Paul  it 
should  be  Minneapolis,  Local  190  of  Minne- 
apolis. 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (Illinois  State  Coun- 
cil) :  I  wish  to  oppose  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  in  the  seating  of  the  delegates 
from  Locals  313  and  336. 

DELEGATE  PRINK  (Local  302):  They 
have  it  Local  308  and  it  should  be  302.  1  would 
like  to  change  that. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  The  correction 
will  be  made. 

DELEGATE  BONGIOVANNI  (Western 
New  York  District  Council)  :  Fred  O.  Toale 
vras  unable  to  attend.  I  am  taking  his  place. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  brother 
states  he  is  the  alternate  and  desires  to  take 
the  place  of  Brother  Fred  O.  Toale,  represent- 
ing the  Western  New  York  District  Coimcil. 
Is  that  correct? 

DELEGATE  BONGIOVANNI:  Yes. 

DELEGATE  VOHDEN  (Local  102):  I 
rise  to  state  that  I  am  here  as  alternate  to  take 
the  place  of  Brother  Hutchinson. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother 
Vohden  takes  the  place  of  Brother  William 
Hntrhinson  as  the  representative  of  Local  102, 


DELEGATE  WALES  (Local  151)  :  1  am 
the  alternate  representative  for  Local  151. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY.  Brother  Wales 
will  take  the  place  of  the  regular  delegate  who 
is  disqualified. 

Are  there  any  further  corrections. 

DELEGATE  AUGUST  M.  LIESSE 
(Local  209):  I  take  the  place  of  the  regular 
delegate: 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  He  takes  the 
place  of  the  regular  delegate  who  is  not  present. 

I  wish  the  brothers,  when  they  arise,  would 
state  their  names  and  Local  Unions,  so  the 
reporter  can  hear  them. 

DELEGATE  MICHAEL   (Local  103)  :  It 
should  be  Chicago  Heights,  111.  instead  of  Chi 
cago.  It  was  read  off  Chicago. 

SECRETARY  FORD :  What  is  that? 

DELEGATE  MICHAEL:  It  should  read 
Chicago  Heights,  111. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  Are  there  any 
further  corrections?  Are  there  any  remarks  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee? 

DELEGATE  WOLF  (Local  71)  :  1  am  the 
alternate  for  the  delegate. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  You  are  taking 
his  place? 

DELEGATE  WOLF :  I  am  taking  his  place. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  objection  has  been  made  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  two  delegates,  or  two  credentials 
What  will  you  do,  act  on  the  others  and  refer 
those  two  back  to  the  Committee? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No,  we  are 
voting  on  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  Their 
recommendation  was  to  accept  all  of  them. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY  -  You  will  cither 
adopt  it  or  reject  if 
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DKLEGATl',  AlUt^KK  (Illinois  Slate  Coun- 
cil) :  1  ask,  tlicn,  tliat  where  there  is  an  objec- 
tion to  delej;ales,  the  one  objecting  shoukl  have 
tlie  opportunity  of  appearing  before  the  Cre- 
dentials Committee  with  his  grievance.  1  be- 
lieve that  1  should  have  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard  before  that  Committee  and  present  tlie 
evidence  as  to  why  these  two  delegates  should 
not  be  seated. 

PRESIDENT  McSOKLEY  :  Weh,  as  far  as 
the  Convention  knows,  Brother  Moore,  nobody 
has  stopped  you  from  appearing  before  the 
Committee.  The  Committee  has  met. 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (Illinois  State  Coun- 
cil) :  I  had  no  information  that  there  was  go- 
ing to  be  a  delegate  from  those  two  locals.  If 
so,  1  would  have  appeared  there. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  So  far  as  the 
convention  is  concerned,  it  is  up  to  the  con- 
vention as  to  whether  they  want  to  refer  these 
two  cases  back  to  the  Credentials  Committee 
by  making  an  amendment  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  but  as  far  as  I  can  understand,  the 
Committee  is  supposed  to  have  scrutinized  the 
records  and  found  these  people  eligible  to  seats. 

Now,  what  is  the  objection  based  upon? 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (Illinois  State  Coun- 
cil) :  The  reason  is  that  these  locals  have  not 
been  in  good  standing  for  one  year  in  the 
International  Union. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Well,  we  will 
have  the  Chairman  of  the  Credentials  Com- 
mittee explain,  then. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  Those 
two  locals,  313  from  Columbia,  Missouri,  and 
336  from  Quincy,  Illinois,  are  reinstated  locals 
and  a  reinstated  local  doesn't  have  to  be  in  good 
standing  for  more  than  one  year.  That  refers  to 
new  locals  exclusively.  It  doesn't  pertain  to 
district  council  or  state  council,  either. 

DELEGATE  SKELLEY  (Local  278):  I 
make  a  motion  that  the  Committee's  report  be 
accepted  and  the  other  two  locals  that  the  Cre- 
dentials Committee  rejected  be  referred  back 
to  the  Committee  for  further  consideration. 

PRESIDENT  RfcSORLEY:  The  amend- 
ment to  the  report  of  the  Committee  is  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  be  adopted  with  the 
exception  of  these  two  cases  and  tliat  those  two 
cases  be  again  referred  to  the  Credentials  Com- 
mittee for  further  consideration  and  action. 

All  those  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  amend- 
ment will  signify  by  saying  "Aye";  contrary, 
"No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  if  is  so  ordered 


The  report  ol  ihc  I  oiuiiullec  is  adopted  and 
the  two  cases  are  referred  to  the  Credentials 
Committee  again. 

DELKGATh,  RODIKR  (Local  20):  There 
are  twenty-one  credentials  here  that  do  not  live 
up  to  the  laws  of  our  International  Union.  Is 
It  tiie  wish  of  this  body  that  liieir  names  be  not 
called  or  do  you  want  me  to  read  them  over? 
1  will  do  whatever  you  want. 

They  can  appear  before  the  Credentials  Com- 
mittee immediately  after  adjournment  of  this 
session  and  we  will  see  if  we  can  iron  out  the 
differences  after  checking  the  data  so  tliat  we 
may  be  able  to  bring  in  an  intelligent  report  to 
this  body  as  to  the  reasons  why  these  creden- 
tials were  not  accepted  at  this  session. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  will  relate  the  reasons  to  the 
convention  at  this  time,  please,  so  that  the  con- 
vention will  be  in  receipt  of  the  knowledge  of 
why  the  rejections  of  the  credentials  have  been 
adopted. 

DELEGATE  RODIER  (Local  20)  ;  Local 
No.  18,  Charles  Clark,  alternate  delegate,  for 
violation  of  Section  196.  Local  No.  23,  Bridge- 
port, Connecticut,  Fred  Zapperoli,  alternate,  vio- 
lation of  196.  Local  52,  Utica,  New  York,  R. 
Hollenbeck,  alternate  delegate,  violation  of  196, 
No.  57,  Binghamton,  New  York,  H.  L.  Stem- 
berg,    delegate,    violation   of    196.   Local  80, 
Charleroi,  Pennsylvania,  L.  H.  Bage,  delegate, 
violation  of  195.  Local  121,  J.  R.  Michaels, 
alternate,  violation  of  196.  Local  151,  Syracuse, 
New  York,  E.  H.  Farmer,  delegate,  violation  of 
195.  Local   168,  Wilkes  Barre,  Pennsylvania, 
J.  Conway,  delegate,  violation  of  196.  Local  238, 
Albuquerque,   New   Mexico,   J.   R.  Churchill, 
delegate,   violation  of   197.   Local  295,  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  Henry  Salzman,  delegate,  viola- 
tion of  195.  Local  299,  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin, 
Leroy  Rapp,  violation  of  195.  Local  403  of 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  A.  N.  Robinson,  delegate, 
and  G.  H.  Harris,  alternate,  violation  of  196. 
Local  431  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  E.  L.  Zartman 
and  A.  J.  Chambers,  delegate  and  alternate,  no 
report.  We  have  no  report  on  them.  Local  463, 
Salinas,  California,  E.  K.  Rhodes,  delegate,  vio- 
lation of  195.  Local  492  of  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, W.  Hughes  and  W.  A.  Batholomew, 
delegate  and  alternate,  violation  of  196.  The 
Tidewater  District  Council,  Titus  Williams.  Sr  . 
alternate  delegate,  violation  of  196. 

Now,  these  delegates  will  appear  before  the 
Credentials  Committee  immediately  after  this 
session  and  we  will  find  out  the  reason  for 
these  violations. 
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DELEGATE  DUTY  (Local  33)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, Brother  Rodier  neglected  to  make  a  re- 
port on  L.  H.  Bage.  The  report  was  tliat  we 
recommend  as  a  Committee  that  he  be  seated. 
I  will  tell  j'ou  the  reason  there.  He  was  work- 
ing up  in  Local  80,  which  is  about  forty  miles 
from  Pittsburgh.  He  was  working  for  McNulty 
Brothers. 

Our  Secretary,  who  is  riglit  here  at  my  riglit 
now,  neglected  to  send  his  transfer  up  to  that 
Local  until  now  he  is  five  days  short,  five  days 
short  of  being  in  that  Local  for  the  three 
months,  and  the  reason  for  that  is:  Brothers, 
down  in  our  locality  we  have  a  District  Council 
where  we  don't  have  to  transfer  unless  you 
want  to.  Of  course,  you  can  transfer  and 
some  of  them  do  it,  but  Brother  Thompson 
here  did  not  send  his  transfer  up  and  he  as- 
sumes the  responsibility  for  it. 

This  man  has  been  a  member  of  the  Inter- 
national Union  since  he  was  seventeen  years 
old  and  in  continuous  good  standing.  He  is  here, 
and  I  think  a  little  common  sense  goes  with 
the  law.  The  law  is  supposed  to  be  based  on 
common  sense. 

Stand  up  and  tell  them. 

DELEGATE  THOMPSON  (Local  33)  :  I 
feel  responsible  for  this  as  I  neglected  to  send 
his  transfer  up  to  Charleroi,  which  I  was  in- 
structed to  do.  Not  being  exactly  familiar  with 
the  law,  that  it  had  to  be  in  three  months,  I 
just  was  a  little  lax  in  sending  up  the  trans- 
fer, and  I  feel  sorry  for  this  because  I  know 
I  made  a  mistake  and  L.  H.  Bage  has  been  a 
good  member  in  our  Local  33  ever  since  he 
was  a  boy,  and  I  also  have  been  in  good  stand- 
ing with  Local  33,  and  I  think  that  the  conven- 
tion here  ought  to  consider  this  matter  and 
treat  Brother  Bage  right.  T  make  that  a  (jues- 
tion. 

DELEGATE  MITLLANE  (Local  67)  :  Mr. 
(Thairman,  after  listening  to  this,  if  I  am  in 
order,  I  move  that  this  brother  be  seated. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  motion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  will  hear 
the  report.  Brother  Duty  made  the  assertion 
that  the  Committee  had  decided  on  a  report  in 
this  brother's  case.  I  would  like  to  hear  from 
the  Committee. 

DELEGATE  RODIER  (Local  20):  Mr. 
Duty  happened  to  leave  the  Committee  room 
yesterday  before  we  got  down  to  the  rest  of 
the  credentials  of  what  this  brother  had  done. 
We  were  going  to  recommend  to  the  body, 
after  we  met  today,  the  seating  of  this  delegate. 

There   is  no  question  about  this  brother's 


character  and  being  a  qualified  member.  It  was 
a  slip-up  probably  on  the  part  of  the  secretary, 
but  as  we  went  down  through  the  credentials, 
we  found  four  more  cases  just  like  it,  and 
we  couldn't  come  in  here  with  a  report  covering 
one  without  having  a  report  on  all  of  them. 

So,  that  is  the  reason  we  asked  you  to  come. 
This  debate  this  morning  is  all  unnecessary.  If 
this  brother  comes  before  the  Committee,  they 
will  bring  in  a  report  and  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  you  will  be  seated.  There  is  one  man 
on  that  report,  if  you  notice  the  name.  Brother 
Casey  Rhodes.  I  think  he  is  the  oldest  member 
attending  the  convention  in  this  hall  today. 
There  is  no  question  about  that.  Five  days 
elapsed  in  his  time  and  his  credentials  are 
questioned. 

You  sent  your  Committee  out  to  bring  in  a 
report  and  we  brought  it  in  according  to  the 
International  law.  We  are  not  showing  any  fa- 
voritism to  anyone.  We  want  that  understood 
by  the  Committee  that  we  are  not  going  to 
show  any  favoritism  to  anyone.  So  if  they 
come  before  the  Committee  and  give  us  a 
chance  to  find  out  the  reason  for  these  mis- 
takes, we  will  rectify  that  I  am  sure. 

DELEGATE  THOMPSON  (Local  33)  :  It 
is  perfectly  satisfactory,  but  before  I  left  on 
that  boat  there  was  a  motion  made  that  we 
would  recommend  that  he  be  seated. 

DELEGATE  RODIER  (Local  20):  That 
is  right. 

DELEGATE  THOMPSON  (Local  33)  :  We 
are  perfectly  satisfied. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Do  you  want 
to  press  your  motion? 

DELEGATE  MULLANE  (Local  67)  :  As 
far  as  this  discussion  is  concerned,  I  don't 
question  the  motives  of  the  Committee,  or  any- 
thing else,  but  I  believe  the  brother  ought  to 
be  seated,  after  the  remarks  that  have  been 
made  here. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Well,  if  there 
is  no  objection,  we  will  refer  all  of  these 
cases  back  to  the  Credentials  Committee  and 
let  them  bring  in  a  report  upon  them  all. 

Is  there  any  objection  to  that  course?  There 
appear  to  be  none.  It  will  be  so  ordered. 

I  want  to  state,  brothers,  that  when  the  Sec- 
retary calls  the  roll  we  would  like  to  have 
each  delegate,  as  his  name  is  called  out,  come 
up  to  the  front  and  receive  his  badge  and  the 
other  paraphernalia  that  is  here  for  him. 

The  Secretary  will  now  proceed  to  call  the 
roll  of  delegates. 
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SECRETARY  EORD :  1  would  like  u>  luivc 
somebody  conic  Iicrc  and  liaiid  llicsc  badges 
out. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Will  the  Sci- 
geant-at-Aniis  come  up  this  way,  please  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Secretary 
will  call  the  roll. 

(The  Roll  of  Delegates  was  called  by  the 
Secretary). 

SECRETARY  EORD:  That  tinislies  the 
Roll  Call,  Mr.  President. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion will  please  come  to  order. 

Is  there  any  delegate  present  whose  name 
hasn't  been  called  ? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  would  like  to  find  out  about  336 
and  the  other  Local.  Is  that  going  to  be  laid 
over? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes,  sir.  You 
go  before  the  Credentials  Committee  and  pre- 
sent your  case  there,  and  they  will  report  back 
to  the  convention  perhaps  at  the  next  session. 

I  want  to  state  at  this  time,  brothers,  that 
the  program  you  have  seen,  which  was  ar- 
ranged by  the  local  committee  for  these  trips 
away  from  this  hall  at  noon  time,  does  not  ap- 
ply to  the  delegates  to  this  convention.  It  does 
apply  to  the  women  folks  and  the  visitors,  and 
wc  expect  the  delegates  to  attend  the  sessions 
of  the  convention.  I  just  make  mention  of  that 
so  that  you  will  be  informed  about  it. 

The  next  order  of  business  is  the  appointing 
of  the  committees  of  the  convention. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES  AND 
ORDER:  Pat  Mullane,  H.  L.  Connor,  Henry 
Warren,  Harry  Johnson,  Lionel  Brodeur, 
Howard  Durell,  and  Francis  Baker. 

I  wish  the  chairman  of  this  committee  would 
come  forward  and  take  this  list,  and  try  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  so  that  we 
may  have  a  new  set  of  rules  to  govern  the 
convention. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PRESI- 
DENT'S REPORT:  Ora  Kress,  A.  J. 
Miller,  Walter  Matthews,  J.  J.  Langan, 
Frank  R.  Smith,  George  H.  Stevenson,  and 
John  Budd. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL'S  REPORT:  Herbert  Spillane, 
J.  P.  Boyd,  W.  W.  Wallace,  H.  B.  Kimple, 
Mike  Zahn,  M.  W.  Walkup,  John  Vohden. 

COMMITTEE  ON  SECRETARY- 
TREASURER'S  REPORT:  Harry  Hagen, 


Elwood  I'^slie,  E.  VandcriiolT,  William 
Cohen,  Charles  Dickerson,  W.  P.  Cook,  and 
Frank  C.  Burke. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ORGANIZATION: 

Walter  Frank,  J.  R.  Piccirillo,  Arthur 
Dinsmorc,  Earl  Conrad,  Alton  Clothcr,  Jr., 
Theodore  Koeppen,  and  Jesse  Ruth. 

COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS: 
C.  J.  Case,  C.  J.  Haggerty,  Leonard  Klink, 
Thomas  Priestly,  James  Leyden,  J.  F.  Will, 
and  Carl  S.  Toll. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LAWS:  George  T. 
Moore,  A.  D.  Yoder,  H.  G.  Stroup,  E.  J. 
Roberts,  Harry  Swartz,  H.  R.  Weller,  and 
J.  W.  Limes. 

COMMIT  T  E  E  ON  GRIEVANCES: 
William  P.  Cook,  A.  A.  Pelletier,  Knud 
Aggerholm,  R.  P.  Landers,  J.  L.  Young, 
John  Giesey,  and  H.  D.  Brubaker. 

COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION:  Peter 
Mackie,  Frank  Erzinger,  George  A.  Gallivan, 
Lewis  Beekman,  C.  C.  Allen,  George  Ander- 
son, and  James  Temple. 

Brothers,  I  want  to  make  a  statement  at  this 
time  so  that  we  will  all  be  familiar  with  the 
proper  procedure  of  the  convention.  The  law 
of  the  International  Union  provides  that  reso- 
lutions can  be  introduced  up  to  the  closing  of 
the  third  day's  sessions,  and  after  that  time, 
no  resolutions  can  be  introduced.  I  want  you 
all  to  bear  that  in  mind  so  that  if  you  have 
resolutions  you  will  present  them  as  soon  as 
possible  —  at  least  prior  to  the  closing  of  the 
third  day's  session. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  Mr.  Chairman,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  committee  just  appointed,  I 
want  to  inform  them  that  the  Committee  on 
President's  Report  will  receive  that  report  in 
printed  form  at  this  afternoon's  session.  The 
Committee  on  Executive  Council's  Report  will 
have  that  report  ready  for  tomorrow  morn- 
ing's session.  It  w-ill  be  distributed  with  today's 
proceedings. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  I  also  desire  to 
announce  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  is  James 
GafTney,  and  the  Messenger,  Brian  Dillon. 

The  Secretary  will  read  any  communications 
and  telegrams  that  he  may  have  at  this  time. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  "Wm.  J.  McSorley, 
General  President,  Wood  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers  International  Union,  Capitol  Hotel, 
New  York :  Greetings :  Although  our  Chair- 
man and  Secretary  are  with  you  attending 
your  convention  we  the  rest  of  the  delegates 
to  the  Golden  Gate  District  Council  send  you 
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our  kind  regards  and  best  wishes  from  the 
state  of  Calilornia.  May  your  deliberations  re- 
dound ill  the  best  of  success  and  continued 
progress  for  our  International  Union  and  its 
membership.  We  also  hope  to  see  you  at  the 
next  convention  which  should  be  held  in  Cal- 
ifornia. Fratenially,  The  Rest  of  the  Bunch." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection,  that  telegram  will  be  received  and 
incorporated  in  the  record.  There  appears  to 
be  none.  It  is  so  ordered. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  "William  J.  Mc- 
Sorley,  President,  Lathers  International  Union 
Lathers  Convention,  Capitol  Hotel,  New  York  : 
The  Cleveland  Building  and  Construction 
Trades  Council  extends  greetings  and  best 
wishes  for  a  very  profitable  convention.  Ma\- 
your  deliberations  be  instructive  and  construc- 
tive. Albert  Dalton,  Business  Representative, 
Cleveland  Building  &  Construction  Trades 
Council." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection  that  will  take  the  same  course.  There 
appearing  to  be  none  it  is  so  ordered. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  "William  J.  Mc- 
Sorley,  Capitol  Hotel :  We  wish  to  extend  our 
congratulations  and  best  wishes  to  3'our  organ- 
ization at  this  time;  hoping  all  your  delibera- 
tions meet  with  success.  William  McCarthy, 
President  of  the  Marble  Polishers  and  Buffers 
International  Union." 

"International  Union  of  Wood  Wire  &  Metal 
Lathers,  Convention  Headquarters,  Hotel  Cap- 
itol :  Fraternal  Greetings  and  best  wishes  for 
a  harmonious  and  successful  convention.  Un- 
ited Garment  Workers  of  America,  T.  .'\. 
Rickert,  General  President." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection  those  will  take  the  same  course. 
There  appearing  to  be  none,  it  is  so  ordered. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  "William  J.  Mc- 
Sorley,  President,  International  Union  of 
Wood  Wire  &  Metal  Lathers,  Convention, 
Capitol  Hotel :  I  extend  to  the  officers  and 
delegates  in  attendance  at  your  convention  my 
warmest  personal  and  official  greetings  stop. 
We  are  all  proud  of  the  devotion  and  loyalty 
which  your  organization  has  shown  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  of  its 
achievements  during  all  the  years  of  its  ex- 
istence stop.  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  your  efforts  and  I 
wish  for  you  a  most  successful  and  harmonious 
convention  stop.  Please  be  assured  of  the  full 
and  unreserved  support  of  the  American  Fed- 


eration of  Labor  in  the  execution  of  your  ad- 
ministrative policies  stop.  We  will  stand  with 
you  and  fight  with  you  for  the  realization  of 
your  objectives  and  for  the  promotion  of  the 
economic  and  social  welfare  of  all  your  mem- 
bers stop.  I  pledge  to  you  a  full  measure  of 
cooperation  and  support  and  will  stand  with 
you  unflinchinglj'  in  every  fight  you  make 
against  the  enemies  of  your  strong  effective 
organization  stop.  I  have  delegated  Organizer 
James  Knoud  to  convey  to  you  the  greetings 
and  well  wishes  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  William  Green,  President,  American 
Federation  of  Labor." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection  it  will  take  the  same  cour.se.  There 
appearing  to  be  none  it  is  so  ordered. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  From  the  Building 
and  Construction  Trades  Council  of  Greater 
New  York,  Long  Island  and  Vicinity :  "Wood. 
Wire  &  Metal  Lathers  International  Union, 
Capitol  Hotel,  .=;Oth  Street  &  8th  Avenue,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers : 

It  is  with  regret  that  unforeseen  pressure 
of  business  this  A.  M.,  relative  to  WPA  dif- 
ficulties prevents  my  enjoying  a  great  privilege 
and  pleasure  to  participate  in  the  opening  of 
your  conference. 

To  an  organization  who  never  at  any  time 
forgot  the  policies  of  unionism  and  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  it  was  built  I  wish  you  the 
best  of  luck,  and  I  am  sure  that  your  delibera- 
tions with  prudence  and  justice  will  result  in 
a  great  benefit  to  your  organization  and  its 
members. 

Trusting  I  may  have  the  opportunity  to  ap- 
pear before  the  closing  of  your  conference,  I 
am,  sincerely  and  fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)    Thomas  A.   Murray,  President." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection  that  will  take  the  same  course.  It  is 
so  ordered. 

Brothers,  at  this  time  I  think  it  would  be 
appropriate  for  us  to  hear  a  few  words  from 
one  of  our  own  members  who  is  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Chicago  Building  Trades 
Council,  and  is  honored  and  respected  by  all 
of  the  trade  unionists  in  that  locality. 

Brother  Earl  McMahon,  will  you  please 
come  up  here  and  say  a  few  words?  (Applause). 

McMAHON :  Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates 
to  this  International  Convention  :  First  allow  me 
to  convey  to  you  the  felicitations  and  best 
wishes  from  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
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Chicago  Building  Trades  Council,  and  the 
hope  that  in  your  dclihcrations  this  week  the 
legislation  that  will  einanaU-  I'rotn  your  con- 
vention will  be  bcnelicial  lo  llie  J.atliers  Inter- 
national Union  as  well  as  lo  tht-  trade  union 
niovetuent  in  general. 

I  don't  know  llial  aii\lliin,i;  lhal  1  could 
offer  to  you  would  be  aii\  idea  or  suggestion 
that  you  might  use  lo  lurllier  the  interests 
of  the  labor  niovenunt.  I  can  tell  you  some 
of  the  things  that  we  iia\e  done  in  Chicago 
through  the  clTorts  of  the  Chicago  Building 
Trades  Council.  One  of  the  things  that  I  would 
like  to  call  to  your  attention  is  the  legislation 
that  they  are  attempting  to  pass  through 
all  of  the  states  of  tlie  union.  Some  of  the 
states  have  had  the  misfortune  of  having  this 
legislation  passed.  I  am  very  happy  to  say 
that  in  the  State  of  Illinois  we  were  success- 
ful in  defeating  this  anti-union  legislation. 

In  the  State  of  Illinois  they  called  it  the 
Employment  Peace  Act,  where  in  case  you  de- 
cided that  you  wanted  to  strike,  on  any  kind 
of  a  question,  you  would  have  to  serve  notice 
to  a  committee  that  would  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor  of  the  State,  anil  they  would  de- 
cide for  you  whether  you  had  the  right  to 
strike  or  not. 

When  the  President  of  our  Council  in  Chicago 
got  wind  of  this  kind  of  legislation  that  they 
were  trying  to  pass  he  immediately  organized 
in  the  State  of  Illinois  what  we  call  a  State 
Building  Trades  Conference.  We  created  a 
unit  of  all  building  trades  workers  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  and  when  this  bill  came  up  before 
our  Legislature  we  stormed  the  Senate  Cham- 
bers as  well  as  the  House,  and  after  three 
months  of  extensive  fighting  I  am  very  glad 
to  say  that  that  bill  was  wiped  off  of  our 
records,  and  the  State  of  Illinois  is  going  along 
just  as  they  have  done  in  the  past.  I  feel  that 
we  have  a  right  to  strike  in  order  to  accomplish 
the  purposes  and  objectives  that  we  seek,  we 
don't  have  to  go  before  a  board  of  any  eight 
or  ten  men  who  are  going  to  tell  us  that  we 
will  be  allowed  to  do. 

Your  President,  Mr.  McSorley  —  I  can  also 
call  him  Brother  McSorley,  because  I  have 
been  an  apprentice  lather  in  the  Lathers  Union 
—  is  a  very  warm  friend  of  the  Chicago 
Building  Trades  Council. 

The  President  of  our  Council  has  stated  to 
me  on  many  occasions  that  if  we  only  had 
other  men  of  his  caliber  connected  with  other 
building  trades  unions  of  an  International  sort, 
the  labor  world  wouldn't  be  such  a  hard  place 
to  live  in. 


lie  has  been  vers  lair  iii  his  deliberations 
on  the  many  trips  In-  lia-.  made  to  Chicago, 
and  we  haven't  any  complaints  to  make  about 
him  at  all. 

I  would  like  to  touch  a  little  bit  upon  the 
W.  P.  A.  situation  in  Chicago.  This  is  another 
instance  where  our  liuilding  Trades  Confer- 
ence was  very  successful  up  to  a  certain  point. 
We  enjoyed  good  relations  with  the  W.  P.  A. 
in  the  Chicago  area.  Prevailing  rates  of  wages 
were  paid,  and  with  the  possible  exception  of 
laborers,  which  was  agreed  upon  by  the  La- 
borers Union  and  the  W.  P.  A.,  100  per  cent 
Union  Mechanics  were  used  on  their  construc- 
tive work. 

Finally,  they  branched  out  into  real  con- 
struction work  and  got  just  a  little  bit  slipshod 
in  their  methods  to  the  extent  that  v/e  got  to- 
gether with  the  contractors  of  the  Greater 
Chicago  Area  and  the  labor  leaders  of  that 
district  and  formed  a  committee,  out  of  which 
a  sub-committee  was  sent  to  Washington  to  in- 
terview Colonel  Harrington. 

Colonel  Harrington  at  the  time  received  us 
very  courteously  and  we  thought  was  going 
to  treat  us  very  kindly  in  trying  to  attain  the 
objectives  we  were  seeking.  He  promised  to 
send  to  Chicago  two  men  who  would  go  over 
the  problem  with  us,  and  he  lived  up  to  that 
promise. 

After  that.  Colonel  Harrington  was  just  the 
same  as  any  contractor  that  we  have  had  any 
difficulties  with.  He  is  a  great  little  pussyfooter 
that  didn't  meet  the  obligations  that  he  pro- 
mised to  do  ,  with  the  result  that  in  Chicago 
today  there  is  not  a  Union  Building  Trades 
Mechanic  working  on  the  W.  P.  A.,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  those  jobs  that  are  being 
sponsored  by  our  different  municipalities  in 
that  area.  We  have  them  stymied  as  far  as 
construction  work  of  any  great  nature  is  con- 
cerned, and  I  hope  that  we  will  continue  to 
do  so  until  we  bring  the  lesson  to  them  that 
the  only  ones  who  can  build  a  building  prop- 
erly and  economically,  are  those  who  are 
trained  to  do  that  kind  of  work. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
the  Entertainment  Committee  of  the  New  York 
delegation  for  the  courteous  treatment  that  the>- 
gave  to  me  and  my  family  last  night.  I  was 
the  last  one  to  receive  tickets  to  a  good  show- 
that  they  sent  us  to.  Three  or  four  men  looked 
to  me  like  they  had  run  all  over  this  City  in 
order  to  take  care  of  me,  and  they  did  take 
care  of  me. 
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1  sliould  liavc  been  up  wuli  iluil  liUow  lliai 
wore  the  glasses  on  tlic  stage.  1  was  in  the 
first  row,  but  I  couldn't  get  any  further.  Any- 
way, they  took  care  of  me  and  put  me  right 
behind  that  fellow  with  the  big  bushy  hair 
who  was  waving  the  wand  around,  but  I  am 
very  happy  that  I  have  had  this  opportunity, 
first,  because  I  am  a  Lather,  second,  because 
it  is  the  first  International  Convention  of 
Lathers  that  I  have  ever  attended  and,  thirdly, 
that  I  come  here  as  an  ambassador  of  good  will 
from  the  Chicago  and  Cook  County  Building 
and  Construction  Trades  Council  with  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  inviting  you  back  to  Chicago 
for  your  next  convention,  and  at  that  time 
I  will  reciprocate  to  that  New  York  delegation 
for  the  way  they  have  taken  care  of  mc. 

Thank  you  kindly!  (Applause). 

PRI'LSIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  next  or- 
der of  business  is  the  reports  of  officers.  1 
want  to  make  an  explanation :  that  the  Presi- 
dent's Report,  as  Brother  Eord  has  just  told 
you,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  and  we  ex- 
pected it  to  be  here  by  this  time  so  that  we 
might  be  able  to  read  it,  but  unfortunately,  the 
printer  hasn't  gotten  it  here.  However,  I  think 
it  will  be  here  by  noon  time. 

Is  there  anything  further  to  cunie  before 
the  convention  ? 

(The  chairmen  of  the  various  committees 
appointed  arose  and  announced  the  time  and 
place  for  the  meeting  of  the  committees). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  At  this  time, 
1  would  like  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
delegates  to  this  convention  that  in  all  preced- 
ing conventions  it  has  been  the  rule  of  the  con- 
vention to  consolidate  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stiution  and  Law  and  the  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions. I  would  like  to  know  what  the  pleasure 
of  the  convention  is,  as  to  whether  we  will 
continue  that  policy  or  have  the  committees 
act  separately. 

DELEGATE  YODER  (Local  74)  :  I  move 
the  former  procedure,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  that 
be  adopted. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  former 
procedure  followed  by  conventions  will  be  car- 
ried out,  by  consolidating  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  and  the  Committee  on  Laws. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 


Is  there  anything  further  tu  come  hifdre 
the  convention? 

( Announcemcnl  with  regard  to  scheduled 
evening  entertainment ) . 

PRESIDliNT  McSORLEY:  All  in  favor 
give  the  usual  consent  of  "Aye" ;  "No."  The 
"Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

PRl'.SIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  any- 
thing further  to  be  brougiit  before  the  conven- 
tion at  this  time?  I  might  say  that  the  General 
Secretary-Treasurer  has  all  the  data  that  goes 
to  the  Grievance  Committee  and  any  resolutions 
that  will  be  introduced  will  be  referred.  They 
must  be  introduced  in  duplicate  form.  They 
are  to  be  referred  to  the  committees,  and  we 
will  also  refer  the  reports,  just  as  soon  as  we 
get  them  from  tiie  printer,  to  the  respective 
committees. 

DELEGATE  IIAGGERTY  (Local  42):  I 
move  that  we  adjourn  ancl  reconvene  at  two 
p.m.  this  afternoon. 

(The  motion  was  dul\-  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  conven- 
tion adjourn  to  reconvene  at  two  o'clock  this 
afternoon.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

DELEGATE  DUTY  (Local  33)  :  Before  we 
adjourn,  I  would  like  to  know  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Credentials  Committee  whether  we 
will  meet  directly  after  this  meeting,  so  that 
if  they  want  to  seat  any  delegates,  they  will 
be  seated. 

DELEGATE  RODIEl-i  (Local  20)  :  The 
Credentials  Committee  will  meet  at  one  of 
these  tables  immediately  after  adjournment. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  interested 
parties  will  please  note  that  the  Credentials 
Committee  will  meet,  so  that  you  can  state  your 
case.  The  Credentials  Committee  will  meet  at 
the  head  of  this  table  immediately  after  ad- 
journment. All  people  who  have  been  ques- 
tioned about  credentials  should  appear  here  to 
discuss  the  matter  and  have  it  settled. 

The  motion  is  that  we  adjourn  until  two 
o'clock  this  afternoon.  All  in  favor  signify  by 
saying  "Aye" ;  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it. 
It  is  so  ordered. 

(The  meeting  thereupon  adjourned  at  eleven- 
forty  o'clock). 


Keporl  of  Execiilive  Coimcil 

By  First  Vice-President  GEOKCJK  T.  MOOKE 


7'()  //!<■  Officers  and  Dch-gates  of  Our  I8th 
Convention  of  the  Wood,  Jl'irc  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union 

(iKEIiTlNGS  : 

Fellow  members  it  affords  me  great  pleas- 
ure as  First  Vice-President  and  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Council  of  our  International 
Union,  to  welcome  you  to  this  great  and 
most  representative  Convention  that  the 
International  Union  has  ever  been  privileged 
to  hold.  This  gathering  of  Delegates  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
speaks  volumes  for  the  feeling  of  interest 
that  is  being  displayed  in  our  organization. 
The  representation  of  delegates  at  this  Con- 
vention from  the  number  that  was  present 
at  our  last  Convention  in  Toronto  three 
years  ago  has  tremendously  increased  and 
in  my  opinion,  this  is  caused  in  many  re- 
spects by  some  of  the  changes  that  were 
made  in  our  International  Constitution  at 
Toronto,  and  the  improved  working  condi- 
tions throughout  our  land. 

You  will  note  in  the  Alinutes  of  the  Exec- 
utive Council  Meetings,  held  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  in  the  week  of  November  29th,  1937, 
and  the  week  of  December  5th,  1938,  that 
the  Executive  Council  voted  to  continue  the 
twenty-five  cent  assessment  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  General  President.  As 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Council,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  this  measure  had  a  large 
part  to  do  with  the  increase  in  membership 
and  the  good  results  accomplished  in  the 
protection  of  our  jurisdictional  claims  of  our 
organization. 

There  is  something  else  that  I  desire  to 
call  to  your  attention.  Going  back  over  the 
years  of  our  organization  I  note  that  we 
were  better  able  to  stop  the  encroachment 
of  our  jurisdictional  rights  by  other  trades, 
by  having  more  Locals  established  through- 
out the  land  than  we  have  at  present.  I 
find  in  looking  over  the  map  that  in  some 


.States  one  can  travel  at  least  two  hundred 
miles  before  coming  into  the  jurisdiction  of 
another  Local.  It  would  be  better,  ui  my 
opinion,  to  lia\  i'  a  t;rcat(.  r  number  of  small- 
er locals  and  liavc  your  territory  better 
ixdiccd  from  eucroaclmient  from  other  trades 
than  have  big  Locals  that  would  be  unable 
\.u  properly  protect  their  entire  jurisdiction 
from  cncroaclnncnt  by  others. 

You  as  Delegates  representing  our  Locals 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada,  it 
is  not  something  to  be  taken  lightly  that 
you  have  been  elected  Delegates  to  this 
great  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  In- 
ternational Union  Convention.  Upon  you 
rests  the  destiny  of  the  vital  functioning 
of  this  great  organization  for  the  next  tlirec 
years.  Therefore,  let  all  your  actions  and 
thoughts  be  directed  towards  the  fulfillment 
of  your  oath  when  you  became  a  meiuber 
of  the  Lathers'  International  Union,  and  to 
the  best  interests  of  our  Brother  members 
for,  for  that  reason  and  no  other  reason, 
does  our  Union  exist.  May  I  ask  that  all 
Resolutions  coming  before  this  great  Con- 
vention have  careful  thought  on  your  part, 
give  due  deliberation  to  all  questions.  Re- 
member as  I  have  just  stated,  that  j'ou  are 
here  in  the  interest  of  the  members  of  the 
Local  you  are  representing,  who  elected  you 
in  full  confidence  of  your  sincerety. 

Custom  and  law  provide  that  the  First 
Vice-President  shall  submit  a  report  review- 
ing the  work  of  the  Executive  Council  dur- 
ing the  interim  between  conventions. 

There  have  been  ten  Appeals  taken  to  the 
Executive  Council  from  decisions  of  the 
General  President  rendered  during  the  past 
three  years;  fourteen  requests  from  our  Lo- 
cals to  place  additional  fines  on  members 
who  have  violated  our  Local  and  Interna- 
tional Laws;  there  have  been  two  meetings 
of  the  Executive  Council  both  held  at  our 
General  Ofifice,  Cleveland.  The  Minutes  of 
those  meetings  follow: 
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Minutes  of  Executive  Council  Meetings 

November  29th  to  December  6th,  1937  Inclusive 


MONDAY  MORNING  SESSION 
November  29th 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  First  Vice- 
President  George  T.  Moore,  Chairman.  Mem- 
bers of  the  ExecutiM:  Council  present  were: 

First  Vice-President  .._.George  T.  Moore 

Second  Vice-President  C.  J.  Haggerty 

Third  Vice-President  Joseph  H.  Duty 

Fourth  Vice-President   M.  F.  Nealon 

Fifth  Vice-President    John  P.  Cook 

Sixth  Vice-President   Ora  Kress 

Seventh  Vice-President  Sal  Maso 

Eight  Vice-President   „...Chas.  W.  King 

Ninth  Vice-President  John  J.  Langan 

Vice-President  Haggerty  was  elected  Sec- 
retary for  the  Council  meetings. 

Case  No.  1 — Resolutions  16  and  42,  pro- 
posing the  amendment  of  Section  163  of 
the   Constitution    (formerly  Section  151) 
regarding  Funeral  Benefits.    Referred  by 
the  Toronto  Convention. 
After  a  general  discussion  of  this  subject 
matter,  it  was — Moved  and  Seconded  that  a 
Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair  to  make  careful  analysis  of  this  sub- 
ject matter  and  submit  their  findings  to  the 
Council  some  time  during  the  session.  Car- 
ried. Chairman  Moore  appointed  Vice-Presi- 
dents Cook,  Nealon  and  Kress. 

Case  No.  2 — Protest  of  Local  No.  244 
alleging  violations  of  their  Agreement  by 
Local  No.  46. 

Council  discussed  this  matter  at  some 
length.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  full 
Committee  from  Local  No.  46  was  not  pres- 
ent, it  was  decided  to  postpone  the  hearing 
on  this  subject  until  10  A.M.  the  following 
morning.  Meeting  adjourned  at  3:1S. 

TUESDAY  MORNING  SESSION 
November  30th 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  Chairman 
.VIoore  at  10  A.M.  with  all  Vice-Presidents 
in  attendance. 

Case  No.  2— Protest  of  Local  No.  244 

vs.  Local  46  (Continued) 


'JMie  Committees  from  Locals  244  and  46 
l)resented  their  arguments  in  defense  of  their 
respective  positions.  Meeting  adjourned  at 
2:15. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  Chairman 
Moore  at  4:00  with  all  Vice-Presidents  pres- 
ent. Pending  receipt  of  stenographic  notes 
on  the  evidence  submitted  in  the  above- 
mentioned  case,  the  Council  proceeded  with — 
Case  No.  3— .Appeal  of  Enoch  H.  Em- 

bree.  No.  7972,  against  amount  claimed  on 

him  by  Local  No.  9,  covering  fines  and 

assessments. 

It  was  Moved  and  Seconded  that  the  ap- 
peal be  denied  for  lack  of  sufficient  evidence 
to  prove  the  plaintiff's  contention  of  sick- 
ness. Carried. 

Case  No.  4 — Appeal  for  a  donation  from 
the   Democratic   National    Committee  to 
help  defray  expenses  of  last  campaign. 
It  was  Moved  and  Seconded  that  request 
be  denied.  Carried. 

Case  No.  5 — Case  of  Raymond  O. 
Schonewetter,  No.  35376,  appealing  a  fine 
of  $41.25  placed  by  Local  No.  27  on  some 
violation,  and  who  appealed  to  the  Gen- 
eral President  while  he  was  still  sus- 
pended. 

It  was  Moved  and  Seconded  tliat  the  ap- 
peal be  denied.  Carried. 

Case  No.  6 — Considering  the  advisabili- 
ty of  Continuing  the  $  .25  Assessment  for 
another  year,  to  create  an  Organizing 
Fund  that  would  permit  this  work  to  be 
carried  out  in  a  proper  and  efficient  man- 
ner. 

It  was  Moved  and  Seconded  that  the  $.25 
assessment  be  continued  for  another  year. 
Carried. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  7  P.M. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING  SESSION 
December  1st 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  Chairman 
Moore,  all  Vice-Presidents  present. 
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Case  No.  7— Appeal  of  Local  108 
against  tlic  decision  of  llic  General  Pres- 
ident, re  controversy  between  Local  No. 
108  and  Local  No.  53,  in  which  both  lo- 
cals placed  a  $100.00  assessment  against 
Wm.  Harbinson,  32619,  Geo.  H.  Myers, 
32398  and  Geo.  C.  Myers,  32397,  for  viola- 
ations  of  the  law  occurring  on  the  Penns 
Grove  High  School  job  in  Penns  Grove, 
N.  J. 

It  was  Moved  and  Seconded  that  the  Ap- 
peal of  Local  No.  108  be  denied,  and  the 
decision  of  the  General  President  be  sus- 
tained, also  the  fines  levied  by  Local  No. 
53,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council  were  legal 
and  justified,  as  these  men  violated  the  laws 
and  agreement  of  Local  No.  53  by  working 
under  the  scale  of  wages  for  a  contractor 
who  had  previously  defrauded  members  of 
Local  No.  53. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  12:45. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  Chairman 
Moore,  all  members  of  the  Council  being 
present. 

Case  No.  1 — (Continued) 
The  Committee  appointed  on  Resolutions 
16  and  42  made  its  report  as  follows:  "Your 
Committee  recommends  that  the  Executive 
Council  present  revised  Section  163  to  the 
next  Convention  and  recommends  its  adop- 
tion as  follows: 

Proposed  Section  163: 
"On  the  death  of  a  member  whose  record 
conforms  to  the  foregoing  conditions  the 
Funeral  Benefit  to  which  the  deceased 
brother  is  entitled,  will  be  paid  to  the  per- 
son who  has  assumed  the  obligation  of 
the  interment  subject  to  receipted  bills  for 
the  expense  forwarded  to  Headquarters; 
and  if  there  be  a  wife,  mother,  father,  sis- 
ter or  legal  heirs  who  have  been  dependent 
on  the  deceased  brother  or  whom  the 
brother  has  been  dependent  upon  (public 
or  semi-public  institutions  excepted)  any 
balance  over  the  funeral  expenses  will  go 
to  such  parties  in  the  order  named.  If 
there  be  no  one  to  claim  the  remains,  the 
local  in  the  city  where  the  member  holds 
membership  at  the  time  of  death,  shall 
look  after  the  interment." 

Case  No.  8 — Claim  for  the  difference  of 
$334.00  in  the  Funeral  Benefit  of  Walter 
J.  Addleman,  No.  6677,  presented  by  de- 


ceased member's  sons—  Byron  W.  and 
Chas.  F.  Addleman. 

It  being  the  feeling  of  the  Council  that 
insufiicicnt  evidence  was  at  their  disposal,  it 
was  Moved  and  Seconded  that  we  refer  this 
case  to  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  for 
further  investigation  and  disposition. 

Case  No.  9— Claim  of  Mrs.  G.  W.  King 
for  difference  of  $410.00  in  Funeral  Benefit 
due  for  John  A.  Hubbard,  No.  1026. 
It  was  Moved  and  Seconded  that  sufficient 
proof  having  been  furnished  that  Mrs.  G.  W. 
King  (sister)  was  dependent  on  the  deceased, 
the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  pay  the  bal- 
ance of  $410.00  as  claimed.  Carried. 

Case  No.  10— Claim  of  Local  226  for 
balance  of  $400.00  due  from  Funeral  Bene- 
fit of  James  J.  Leeson,  No.  12624. 
It  was  Moved  anfl  Seconded  that  the  claim 
of  Local  226  be  allowed,  since  the  Secre- 
tary of  that  Local  has  admitted  he  was  in 
error  in  issuing  withdrawal  card  to  the  de- 
ceased member  and  without  being  requested 
to  do  so.  Carried. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  5:30  P.  M. 

THURSDAY  MORNING  SESSION 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  Chairman 
Moore,  all  members  of  the  Council  being 
present. 

Case  No.  11 — Consideration  of  obtaining 
the  erection  of  Bethlehem,  Stran  Steel  and 
other  Steel  Houses  for  members  of  this 
organization. 

After  a  general  discussion  of  this  subject 
matter,  it  was  Moved  and  Seconded  that  the 
General  President  and  the  Delegates  to  the 
Building  Trades  Department  be  instructed 
to  continue  their  efforts  to  obtain  a  satis- 
factory agreement  or  decision  from  the 
Building  Trades  Department  covering  the 
erection  of  Steel  Houses  and  all  of  our  lo- 
cals be  instructed  to  continue  to  lay  claim 
and  to  do  all  the  work  covered  by  our  jur- 
isdiction claims  on  that  type  of  construction. 
Carried. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  1:10. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  2  P.  M.  by 
Chairman  Moore,  all  members  being  pres- 
ent. 
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THE  LATHER 


Case  No.  12 — Violation  of  Transfer 
Laws  of  our  International  by  Local  Un- 
ions. 

Because  of  nutncrous  complaints  before 
the  Council  of  violation  of  the  transfer  laws 
of  our  constitution  by  some  of  our  local 
unions,  it  was  Moved  and  Seconded  that  wc 
insist  on  a  strict  compliance  with  all  pro- 
visions of  our  Intcrnatitmal  Constitution, 
pertaining  to  transfers  by  all  of  our  local 
unions,  and  no  rule  or  restriction  shall  be 
placed  against  transferred  members  that  does 
not  apply  equally  alike  to  the  rest  of  the 
membership  of  the  local  union,  excepting 
those  rules  or  restrictions  wiiich  arc  set  forth 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  International 
Union,  and  any  local  union  who  viohites 
these  laws  or  attempts  to  evade  its  provi- 
sions by  any  subterfuge  and  refuses  to  com- 
ply after  notification  by  tlie  General  Presi- 
dent, shall  have  its  charter  revoked  and  a 
new  local  shall  be  organized. 

Case  No.  13 — Urgent  need  for  organiza- 
tion   to    control    and    protect  WOOD 
LATH  and  nail-on  materials  on  residen- 
tial and  kindred  work. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  action  of  tlie 
Executive  Council  in  its  1936  meeting  urged 
all  locals  to  organize  and  control  tlie  appli- 
cation of  all  types  of  lathing  materials  did 
not  accomplish  its  intended  purpose,  because 
some  locals  were  content  to  control  only  one 
type  of  our  business  and  did  not  make  an 
honest   efTort  to   organize  wood   lath  and 
other  nail-on  materials,  and 

Recognizing  our  International  Union  can 
not  progress  wliile  some  of  our  locals  are 
content  to  allow  an  important  part  of  our 
business  to  remain  unorganized  and  are  mak- 
ing no  effort  to  control  all  work  in  our  juris- 
diction, your  Executive  Council  therefore. 

Authorizes  the  General  President  to  organ- 
ize and  install  anotlier  local  union  to  control 
that  portion  of  our  industry  outside  of  the 
control  of  our  International  Union  in  tlie 
district  where  an  existing  local  union  has 
failed  to  comply  with  his  instructions  to  make 
an  honest  effort  to  organize  all  of  the  work 
within  our  jurisdiction.  Carried. 
Meeting  adjourned  at  6:45  P.M. 

FRIDAY  MORNING  SECTION 

Meeting   called    to   order    by  Chairman 
Moore,  all  Vice-Presidents  being  present. 
Case  No.  U — Request  of  Local  233  as 


presented  by  Business  Agent  J.  E.  Moran 
for  permission  to  move  their  Charter  seat 
from  Mt.  Vernon  to  New  Rochelle. 
The  Council  desiring  further  information 
on  this  subject — Moved  and  Seconded  that 
this  subject  matter  be  referred  to  the  Gen- 
eral President  for  investigation  and  proper 
action.  Carried. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  12:45. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  Chairman 
Moore  at  1:30,  all  Vice-Presidents  being  in 
attendance. 

Case  No.  2 — (Continued) 

At  this  time  the  Council  gave  further  con- 
sideration to  the  Protest  of  Local  No.  244, 
re  their  Agreement  with  Local  No.  46,  which 
action  had  been  delayed  from  the  meeting 
of  the  second  day  and  submits  their  decision 
as  follows: 

"The  Executive  Council  gave  considera- 
tion to  the  Protest  of  Local  244  regarding 
charges  against  Local  No.  46  in  not  having 
complied  with  the  terms  of  an  agreement 
entered  into  between  the  representatives  of 
both  organizations  during  the  Toronto  Con- 
vention. Your  E.xecutive  Council  finds  that 
the  agreement  entered  into  between  the  rep- 
resentatives of  Local  No.  244  and  Local  No. 
46  was  a  voluntary  mutual  agreement  be- 
tween the  representatives  of  the  two  organ- 
izations and  was  entered  into  we  believe, 
in  good  faith  by  both  sides,  notwithstanding 
the  cliarges  of  tlie  representatives  of  Local 
No.  46  to  tlie  effect  that  there  were  other 
verbal  promises  made  at  the  time  the  agree- 
ment was  arrived  at. 

"Your  Executive  Council  is  further  of  the 
opinion  that  the  terms  and  provisions  of  this 
agreement  should  be  carried  out  by  the  both 
parties  signatories  to  the  same  until  such 
times  as  the  agreement  is  either  altered, 
amended  or  abrogated  in  the  proper  man- 
ner. 

Your  Executive  Council  desires  to  further 
set  forth  that  we  do  not  recognize  this 
agreement  as  an  official  action  of  the  Toronto 
Convention,  as  the  parties  to  the  agreement 
were  not  ordered  or  requested  by  the  Con- 
vention or  any  of  its  Committees,  to  enter 
into  this  voluntary  agreement.  Both  the 
Agreement  of  Local  308,  the  agreement  of 
Local  244  and  Local  46  were  voluntary 
agreements  entered  into  separate  and  apart 
from  any  action  of  the  Convention. 
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Wc  further  desire  to  set  forth  that  in  so 
far  as  the  International  Union  is  concerned, 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  satisfactory  mutual 
agreement  in  that  locality,  providing  for  con- 
ditions other  than  those  set  forth  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  In- 
ternational Union  (which  was  approved  by 
the  Toledo  Convention,  and  which  since  that 
time  has  neither  been  altered,  amended  or 
in  any  way  repealed)  the  provisions  set  forth 
in  this  decision  of  the  Toledo  Convention 
will  be  the  conditions  under  which  all  local 
unions  in  that  locality  as  set  forth  in  the 
decision  will  be  guided." 

Aleeting  adjourned  at  3:30  P.M. 

SATURDAY  MORNING  SESSION 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  10:30  by  Chair- 
man Moore,  all  Vice-Presidents  attending. 
Case  No.  IS — Application  of  Acoustical 
Tile. 

Your  Executive  Council  gave  careful  con- 
sideration to  erection  of  Acoustical  Ceilings, 
such  as  san-acoustical  tile  and  others. 

We  recommend  that  the  General  President 
reopen  negotiations  with  the  Sheet  Metal 
Workers'  International  Association  and  en- 
deavor to  obtain  a  more  satisfactory  under- 
standing on  san-acoustical  tile  and  similar 
systems  and  report  upon  same  at  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Council. 

We  further  urge  all  local  unions  to  com- 
municate with  the  General  Office  for  infor- 
mation to  familiarize  themselves  with  this 
class  of  work. 

Case  No.  16 — Consideration  of  Resolu- 
tions 10  and  11  referred  by  the  Toronto 
Convention  (See  page  174  Proceedings 
thereof). 

Your  Executive  Council,  after  carefully  con- 
sidering the  various  provisions  of  Resolutions 
10  and  11,  and  while  we  are  in  accord  with 
the  principles  stated  in  the  various  resolves, 
the  purport  of  which  resolves  were  advocated 
and  with  some  success  pursuant  to  the  in- 
structions contained  in  the  Resolutions  by  our 
delegates  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention,  we 
do  not  believe  the  time  opportune  or  advisable 
to  make  the  change  requested  in  the  Inter- 
national constitution  (because  at  the  present 
time,  many  of  our  locals  have  written  agree- 
ments providing  for  hours  of  labor  in  excess 
of  six  hours  per  day  and  30  hours  per  week, 
and  any  change  by  said  locals  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  their  agreement)  and  v.'e  believe  local 


autonomy   should  be  exercised  by  our  locals 
in  these  mailers,  as  well  as  the  Rotating  Sys- 
tem mentioned  specifically  in  Resohilion  11. 
Mcetini?  adjourned  at  4  P.M. 

MONDAY  MORNING  SESSION 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  9:30  by  Ciiair- 
man  Moore,  all  Vice-Presidents  in  attendance. 
Case  No.   17 — Consideration  of  Agree- 
ment Re-  Corner  Beads,  entered  into  Oct. 
13,  1937,  by  oflicials  of  the  Operative  Plas- 
terers &  Cement  Finishers'  International  As- 
sociation with  President  McSorley  and  Harry 
J.  Hagen  for  our  International  Union. 
Council  gave  careful  study  to  the  terms  of 
this  Agreement  and  the  explanation  by  General 
President  McSorley,  also  the  letters  of  protest 
by  Locals  32,  65,  68  and  392.  After  a  thorough 
discussion  of  this  subject,  it  was  Moved  and 
Seconded,  that  this  agreement  as  interpreted 
by  the  signators  representing  our  International 
Union  and  printed  below,  be  ratified.  Carried. 
First  Vice-President  Moore  reported  as  voting 
no. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  12:30. 

AGREEMENT 

"The  Operative  Plasterers'  and  Cement  Fin- 
ishers' International  Association  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  herein  referred  to  as  the 
party  of  the  first  part,  and  the  International 
Union  of  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers, 
herein  referred  to  as  the  party  of  the  second 
part,  do  hereby  agree  as  follows : 

In  order  to  promote  a  better  degree  of  co- 
operation and  harmony  to  exist  between  the 
members  of  both  organizations,  and  to  avoid 
the  stoppage  of  work  on  account  of  jurisdic- 
tional disputes  between  the  members  of  both 
organizations,  it  is  hereby  agreed : 

First:  By  the  party  of  the  first  part  that  the 
party  of  the  second  part  shall  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  all  metal  corner  beads,  and 
that  they  further  agree  that  the  party  of  the 
first  part  will  refrain  from  permitting  their 
membership  erecting  corner  beads  in  any  man- 
ner whatsoever. 

Second:  The  party  of  the  second  part  agrees 
that  they  will  not  permit  any  of  their  members 
to  erect  metal  corner  beads  on  overhead  beams, 
arches,  groin  ceilings,  or  any  other  overhead, 
horizontal  angles  or  comers  excepting  upon 
door  or  window  heads  or  other  continuous 
openings  not  over  twelve  (12)  feet  in  height. 
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Third:  It  is  further  agreed  tliat  the  otlicers 
o£  both  International  Unions  herein  nanied  shall 
endeavor  to  see  that  tiic  provisions  of  this 
agreement  are  carried  out  in  good  faitli. 

Fourth:  This  agreement  is  entered  into  with 
the  provisions  that  said  agreement  is  subject  to 
ratification  by  the  Executive  C'ouncil  and  Con- 
ventions of  both  International  Unions  herein 
named. 

Entered  into  this  13th  d;iy  of  October,  1937. 
On  behalf  of  the  Operative  Plasterers'  and 
Cement  Finishers'  International  Association 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada: 

M.  J.  COLLERAN 

JOHN  E.  ROONEY 
On  behalf  of  the  International  Union  of  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers : 

WM.  J.  McSORLEY 

HARRY  J.  HAGEN 

EXPLANATION 

The  following  is  an  explanation  of  the  Gen- 
eral President  in  reference  to  the  Agreement 
entered  into  on  October  13,  1937,  by  and  be- 
tween the  officials  of  the  Operative  Plasterers' 
and  Cement  Finishers'  International  organiza- 
tions and  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers' 
International  Union: 

It  is  my  interpretation  that  this  Agreement 
does  not  contain  any  restrictions  on  any  per- 
pendicular beads.  Our  members  are  permitted 
to  erect  all  perpendicular  beads,  notwithstand- 
ing the  height  of  the  same.  The  only  restric- 
tions that  apply  are  upon  hori:<ontal  beads  which 
arc  erected  on  overhead  beams,  arches,  groin 
ceilings  or  any  other  overhead  horizontal  angles 
or  corners,  with  the  exception  of  door  and 
window  heads  upon  which  the  lathers  are  per- 
mitted to  erect  horizontal  beads,  notwithstanding 
the  lieight  of  such  door  or  window  heads. 


On  other  continuous  openings  not  more  than 
12  feet  in  height  lathers  are  permitted  to  erect 
Corner  Beads  on  all  corners  of  such  openings, 
including  horizontal  beads  on  such  openings. 

On  all  continuous  openings  over  12  feet  in 
height,  the  lather  is  only  permitted  to  erect  the 
perpendicular  beads  on  such  openings. 

The  above  is  the  understanding  arrived  at 
between  the  representatives  of  the  Plasterers 
and  Lathers  when  said  agreement  was  entered 
into." 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  1 :30  by  Chairman 
Moore,  all  Vice  Presidents  in  attendance. 

Case  No.  18 — Formulation  of  policy  on 
Gypsum  Roof  Construction,  such  as  Sheet- 
rock-Pyrofill  an<l  similar  types  of  roof 
construction. 

Moved  and  Seconded  that  subject  matter 
be  referred  to  the  General  President  for  fur- 
ther investigation.  Carried. 

Case  No.  19 — Gunite  Systems 

After  giving  consideration  to  the  installation 
of  light  iron  and  wire  mesh  over  which  cement 
and  sand  is  applied  with  a  gun,  known  as  "gun- 
ite system"  it  was  Moved  and  Seconded  that 
this  subject  matter  be  referred  to  the  General 
President  to  use  his  best  efforts  to  protect  our 
organization  on  this  type  of  work. 

There  being  no  further  business  coming 
before  the  Council,  the  meeting  adjourned  at 
5  P.M. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

George  T.  Moore,  First  Vice-President 

Chairman 

C.  J.  Haggerty,  Second  Vice-President 

Secretary 


Minutes  of  Executive  Council  Meeting 

December  5th  to  9tli,  1938  Inclusive 


MONDAY  MORNING  SESSION 
December  5th 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  First  Vice-Presi- 
dent George  T.  Moore,  Chairman.  Members  of 
the  Executive  Council  present  were : 

First  Vice-President  George  T.  Moore 

Second  Vice-President  C.  J.  Haggerty 


Third  Vice-President    Joseph  H.  Duty 

Fourth  Vice-President    M.  F.  Nealon 

Fifth  Vice-President     John  P.  Cook 

Sixth  Vice-President   Ora  Kress 

Seventh  Vice-President    Sal  Maso 

Eighth  Vice-President   Chas.  W.  King 

Ninth  Vice-President  _   John  J.  Langan 

Case  No.  1^ — Discussion  of  territorial  dis- 
pute between  Local  67  and  Local  102. 
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AUcr  iircliiuiuary  discussion  ot  this  case, 
lurtlicr  discussion  and  decision  was  poslponed, 
in  order  to  Rive  Vice-rresidcnt  Maso  an  op- 
portunity to  contact  representatives  oi  Local 
102,  to  ascertain  if  tlicy  wish  to  havi'  a  repre- 
sentative present  to  be  heard  on  tliis  matter. 
Case  No.  2— Request    for    Meeting  of 

Executive  Council  to  be  held  in  California. 

As  it  appears  tiiis  will  be  the  lasi  inirlin.L; 
of  tliis  Executive  Council,  it  is  the  decision 
of  your  Council  that  this  matter  >iiould  Ik 
one  for  consideration  by  the  incoming;  (  onncil, 
which  Council  will  be  elected  at  our  next  (  on- 
vention. 

Meetiufi  ad}onnied,  1:13  p.m. 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Reconvened  at  2.30  p.m. 

Case    No.    3 — Request    of  Contracting 
Plasterers  International  Association  for  an 
Agreement  with  our  International  Union 
Your  Executive  Council  feels  that  they  arc 
without  authority,  under  our  constitution,  to 
make  International  agreements  with  employers 
dealing  with  hours,  wages,  and  local  working 
conditions,   as  our   constitution   provides  that 
this  function  is  the  autonomous  right  of  our 
local  unions  and  the  General  President  is  re- 
quested to  advise  the  Contracting  Plasterers  of 
this  fact. 

Case  No.  -I — Request  that  balance  of 
$108.48  be  paid  from  Funeral  Benefit  of 
Louis  E.  Hofner,  No.  15459,  to  Joseph 
Hanus,  uncle  of  the  deceased. 

After  considering  all  of  the  evidence  pre- 
sented with  this  request,  it  was  moved  and 
seconded  that  this  case  be  referred  back  to 
the  General  Secretary-Treasurer,  with  request 
that  he  obtain  a  personal  afifidavit  from  Joseph 
Hanus,  stating  his  dependencv  upon  the  <k'- 
ceased  brother;  and  if  afifidavit  is  not  furnished, 
claim  be  denied.  Carried. 

Case  No.  5 — Reconniiendation  of  the 
General  President  to  continue  the  25<  as- 
sessment until  the  next  Convention. 

Your  Executive  Council  feels  that  the  sub- 
stantial increase  in  membersliip  and  good  results 
accomplished  with  this  fund  justifies  the  con- 
tinuation of  this  assessment. 

We  therefore  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
assessment  be   continued   until   the  next 
Convention.  Carried. 


Case  No.  6 — Protest  of  Local  109  aganist 
<lecision  of  General  President  made  in  let 
ter  Nov.  8,  1937,  regarding  confining  our 
members  to  employment  by  boss  lathers 
only. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  .\'onr  Executive  (.ouiicil 
tliat  the  decision  of  the  General  President  on 
this  subject  was  consistent  with  the  laws  (jI 
our  International  Union. 

It  was  therefore  moved  and  seconded  that 
the  ])rotest  be  denied  and  the  decision  of  (icn- 
eral  President  be  sustained. 

Adjourned  .3  -.TiO  i).m. 

TUESDAY  MORNING  SESSION 
December  6th 

Meeting  called  to  order  hy  Chairman  iVloore, 
at  10:00  a.m. 

Continuation  of  Case  No.  1 — Continua- 
tion of  discussion  of  territorial  dispute  be- 
tween Locals  67  and  102. 
As   contact    with    representatives   of  Local 
102  showed  that  they  would  not  be  present, 
your  Council   proceeded  with  this  case.  The 
case  of  Local  67  was  presented  by  Secretary 
Pat  Mullane  and  careful  consideration  of  all 
the  evidence  presented  in  the  file  on  this  sub- 
ject, your  Executive  Council  feels  that  Sectioii 
4  of  the  International  Constitution  is  very  clear 
in  this  respect. 

Therefore,  moved  and  seconded  that  the  ap- 
peal of  Local  67  ])e  denied.  Carried. 

It  was  also  the  opinion  of  your  Council  that 
due  to  some  discrepancy  shown  in  the  charter 
of  Local  67,  therefore,  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  be  in- 
structed to  issue  a  new  charter  to  Local  67, 
covering  Jersey  City  in  Hudson  County,  and 
that  the  old  charter  of  Local  67  be  submitted 
to  a  handwriting  expert,  to  determine  if  charter 
liad  been  altered — if  so,  wlien — and  that  a  copy 
of  the  expert's  report  be  forwarded  to  Local 
67.  Carried. 

Meeting  adjotu-ned  at  4  :30  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING  SESSION 
December  7th 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  Chairman  Moore, 
10:15  a.m. 

It  was  called  to  the  attention  of  your  Ex- 
ecutive Council  that  Third  Vice-President  Duty 
was  being  considered  for  appointment  as  a 
member  of  the  State  Labor  Relations  Board 
in  the  State  of  Pennsjdvania. 
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Therefore,  moved  and  seconded  that  llie  Cieii- 
oral   Secretary  be  instructed  to  write  to  the 
tiovernor-elcct  of  rcnnsylvania,  endorsing  tlic 
apphcation  of  Third  \  ice-President  Duty  and 
urging  liis  appointment  as  a  member  of  the 
rcnnsylvania  State  l,abor  Relations  15oartl. 
Case  No.  7 — Protest  oi  Wayne  J.  Noble, 
No.  10020,  against  J.ocal  65,  alleging  viola- 
lion  of  our  International  Transfer  Laws — 
Sec.  143. 

After  careful  consideration  of  all  the  evi- 
dence submitted  in  this  case,  your  L.\ecuti\c 
Council  feels  that  additional  evidence  should 
be  obtained,  in  order  that  your  Council  can 
come  to  a  just  and  fair  decision  on  this  im- 
ixjrtant  and  vital  matter.  Decision  on  this  case 
is  therefore  withheld  and  this  case  refernd 
to  tile  Cieneral  President  for  further  investiga 
tion  and,  if  possible,  obtain  additional  in  fur- 
mat  ion  and  evidence. 

Case    No.  8 — Report    of    the  General 

President  on  Acoustical  Systems. 

The  General  President  reported  that  otiit  r 
new  acoustical  systems  have  been  i)laced  on  tin 
market  since  the  last  meeting  of  this  Executl\c 
Council,  tliereby  causing  numerous  disputes  in 
various  sections  of  tliis  country.  Your  Execu- 
tive Council  feels  that  these  disputes  should  be 
adjusted  on  a  National  basis,  for  tlie  preserva- 
tion and  protection  of  our  trade  claims.  \W- 
therefore  recommend  that  the  (leneral  Presi- 
dent continue  his  efforts  to  reach  agreements 
with  officials  of  other  International  Unions  on 
Acoustical  Systems.  If  and  when  agreements 
are  reached,  they  shall  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  or  a  Convention  for  approval. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  12:4.^  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Meeting  called  to  order  1>\-  Cliairman  Moore 
at  1  -AS  p.m. 

Case  No.  9 — Question  of  enforcement  or 

abrogation    of    agreement    with  I'nited 

Stales  Gypsum  Company. 

After  receiving  positive  proof  that  the  United 
States  Gypsum  Company  had  violated  the  agree- 
ment between  their  company  and  our  Interna- 
tional Union,  entered  into  as  of  July  23,  1931, 
your  l''xecutive  Council  authorized  the  General 
President  to  abrogate  this  agreement  and  with- 
draw our  members  as  employees  of  this  com- 
pany, unless  he  is  successful  in  having  tlie 
memliers  of  our  organization  cmploj'ed,  as 
I)rovided  in  tlie  agreement. 

Adjourned  at  4 :30  p.m. 


THURSDAY  MORNING  SESSION 

Meeting  caiieil  to  order  Cliairman  Moore 
at  10  a.m. 

Case  No.  lU — Consideration  of  promoting 
Steel  Houses  in  certain  sections  of  the 
couiitr.N  uluTi'  this  form  of  construction 
can  aid  ami  assist  our  membership  in 
securing  a  greater  volume  of  employment 
during  the  entire  year. 

After  general  discussion  of  this  matter  and 
with  a  full  recognition  of  the  volume  of  work 
entailed  ivv  the  members  of  our  organization 
in  the  erection  of  certain  types  of  Steel  Hou.ses, 
and  the  necessit\  for  promotion  by  our  organ- 
ization of  this  t\pe  of  construction,  your  Ex- 
ecutive Council  authorized  the  General  Presi- 
dent to  cooperate  with  other  interested  parties 
m  the  trectiiju  of  an  all  steel  stud  and  metal 
lath  house  in  the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
lor  the  purpose  of  display,  and  to  use  his  best 
ellorts  to  promote  this  t\pe  ol"  construction 
\iy  the  \ario\i^  (leiiartineiits  ol  the  bederal  Gov- 
i  rnment ;  and  the  Cieneral  President  was  fur- 
ther authorized  to  expend  the  necessary  funds, 
ill  cooperation  with  otlur  parlies  interested  in 
this  form  ol  construction. 

.\(ljonriied  at  12:30  p.m. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  1  AS  p.m. 

Case  No.  11 — Need  for  International 
Working  Code. 

\  our  Council  expressed  grave  concern  over 
the  growing  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  of 
our  members,  who,  being  motivated  by  a  mis- 
taken idea  of  glory  in  a  job  speedily  com- 
pleted, arc  bringing  discredit  to  our  trade  and 
are  directly  responsible  for  the  elimination  by 
architects,  etc.,  of  lathing  from  their  specifi- 
cations. Your  Council  feels  that  this  condition 
must  be  corrected  by  our  International  Union 
if  we  are  to  preserve  our  trade  for  the  benefit 
of  our  membership. 

It  was  there  I  on-  nuned  and  ■-econded  tliat  a 
CJomniittee  of  the  Council  be  aiipointed,  with 
instructions  to  obtain  all  data  possible  from 
which  to  draft  a  jjroper  Working  Code,  pro- 
\  iding  for  minimum  requirements  to  govern  our 
membership  in  the  erection  of  all  work  coming 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  our  organization,  for 
consideration  at  our  next  Convention.  Carried. 
Chair  appointed  Vice-Presidents  Nealon,  Kress 
and  Cook. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  5  :30  p.m. 
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FRIDAY  MORNING  SESSION 

Milting  lalli'il  to  onliT  al  lUilS  a.m. 

C^a.se  No.  12 — Proposed  Agreement  with 
the  International  Association  of  Bridge, 
Structural  and  Ornamental  Iron  Workers. 

The  proposed  Ai.;ri.cincnt  subiuillcd  by  tin- 
liitcniatioiial  Association  of  Bridge,  Structural 
and  Ornamental  Iron  Workers  was  given  ver\ 
careful  consideration.  Your  Executive  Council 
is  of  the  opinion  tiiat  this  proposed  agreement 
in  its  present  form  does  not  fully  cover  the 
subject  matter. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  that  this  agree- 
ment, as  proposed,  be  not  approved  but  re- 
ferred back  to  the  General  President,  with 
instructions  to  continue  his  negotiations  with 
the  officials  of  the  International  Association 
of  Bridge,  Structural  and  Ornamental  Iron 
Workers,  until  an  agreement  more  satisfactory 
is  consummated.  Carried. 

Case  No.  1.^ — Compliance  with  Social 
Security  and  Unemployment  Compensa- 
tion Laws. 

Recognizing  that  in  certain  sections  of  the 
nation,  employers  of  our  members  are  depriving 
them  of  the  benefits  of  the  Social  Security, 
Unemployment  Compensation  and  Industrial 
Compensation  Insurance  Laws,  your  Executive 
Council  therefore  recommends  to  all  local  unions 
that  provisions  be  made  in  their  bj'-laws  and 
agreements  making  it  mandatory  for  all  emp- 


iojers  to  jii  oviile  lor  Lir:iii1)Io>  iiii  iil,  C  ()|iiim:ii- 
salioii.  Industrial  Conii)ensatiou  Insurance  and 
Social  .Securit\  benefits  for  all  of  our  meiu- 
l)ers.  Carried. 

Case  No.  1-1 — Proposal  of  Settlement  of 
our  assets  in  the  defunct  Federation  Sav- 
ings &  Loan  Bank. 

Your  E.xecutive  C  ouncil  instructed  the  Gen- 
eral President  and  Secretary-Treasurer  to  ac- 
cept the  offer  of  Mr.  Carl  E.  Lang  for  settle- 
ment of  our  assets  on  deposit  with  the  defunct 
Eederation  Savings  &  Loan  Bank  on  the  basis 
of  ninety  cents  on  the  dollar  of  actual  money 
on  deposit,  or  for  a  total  of  $9,000.00. 

Case    No.    1.=^ — Residential    Work  and 

Wood  Lath. 

Your  Executive  Council  notes  the  gratifying 
results  achieved  by  the  organizing  program  on 
residential  construction  and  it  was  moved  and 
seconded  that  the  General  President  continue 
this  activity,  with  particular  emphasis  and 
study  of  the  wood  lathing  end  of  our  business. 
Carried. 

There  being  no  further  business  coming  he- 
fore  your  Council,  meeting  adjourned  at  4 :30 
p.m. 

Repectfully  submitted, 

Geokge  T.  AIoore,  First  Vice-President 

Chairman 

C.  J.  H.\GGERTY,  Second  Vice-President 

Secretary 


Actions  Taken  by  Executive  Council  on  Appeals  and  Other  Requests 
Outside  of  Executive  Session 


LOCAL  No.  72  Versus  DECISION  OF 
GENERAL  PRESIDENT 

Local  No.  72  being  dissatisfied  with  the 
General  President's  decision  in  the  appeal  of 
H.  F.  Eldridge,  No.  24874,  versus  that  local 
union  (the  fines  levied  against  this  brother 
having  been  rescinded  by  the  General  Pres- 
ident), appealed  to  the  Executive  Council. 
Since  this  case  was  not  ready  to  be  reported 
on  to  the  last  Convention,  it  is  being  herein 
incorporated,  though  action  was  taken  on 
same  by  the  former  Executive  Council,  who 
voted  as  follows  to  sustain  the  General 
President's  decision:  First  Vice-President 
Geo.  T.  Moore,  Second  Vice-President  C.  J. 
Haggerty,  Third  Vice-President  Jos.  H. 
Duty,  Fourth  Vice-President  M.  F.  Nealon, 
Sixth    Vice-President    Ora    Kress,  former 


Seventh  Vice-President  Fred  Canfield.  Fifth 
Vice-President  John  P.  Cook,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Local  No.  72  declined  to  vote  on  the 
case  and  recommended  that  it  be  returned 
to  the  General  President  for  a  further 
review. 


The  former  Executive  Council  (with  the 
exception  of  former  Seventh  Vice-President 
Fred  Canfield  who  dissented),  voted  to  grant 
the  request  of  Local  No.  9  to  levy  an  addi- 
tional assessment  of  $250.00  on  each  of  the 
following  former  members  and  non-members 
for  working  unfair,  and  continuing  to  do  so 
after  having  signified  their  desire  to  the  lo- 
cal union  to  straighten  up: 

(Former  Members)— A.  E.  Archer,  23500; 
Edw.  L.  Barrett,  22076;  Frank  E.  Barrett, 
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27322;  Jerome  J.  Barrett,  10S38;  Win.  F. 
Clarkson,  14676;  Frank  P.  Crovo,  3343; 
H.  E.  Daniel,  15343;  Wni.  Edgyc,  10331; 
Enoch  H.  Enibree.  7972;  John  L.  Florinc. 
24635;  M.  R-  Gleason,  36177;  Howard  M. 
Grantham,  33399;  Wm.  Heeny,  27155;  A.  J. 
Haskc.  3281;  Wilbur  1).  Jackson.  18345; 
Robt.  O.  Jones,  34007;  Paul  G.  Langc,  10464; 
Obe.l  1".  Eong,  20591;  Herbert  Madill, 
18840;  S.  M.  Mitchell.  362;  Weir  H. 
McNamce,  24509;  Kdw.  A.  Myers,  35371; 
N.  D.  Pifer,  23285;  W^  A.  Selby,  11926; 
A.  J.  Stoll,  20419;  Geo.  W.  Taylor,  4295; 
Jas.  R.  Trenary,  26175;  John  H.  Watkins, 
30412;  Theo.  F.  W^-rner.  7306;  Walt.  E. 
Zenz,  32948. 

(Non-Members) —Wm.  G.  McGeachy, 
Bernard  W'.  Downs,  Herbert  J.  Rueker, 
Richard  Selby.  Clarence  E.  Price,  John  Wil- 
liams, Harry  Pierce,  Jos.  E.  Kerns,  Albrow 
E.  Weedon,  John  A.  Jackson.  See  later  ac- 
tion by  Local  No.  9  and  International  Exec- 
utive Council  in  case  of  Robt.  O.  Jones, 
34007;  also  Enoch  H.  Endiree,  7972. 


Tlie  Executive  Council  voted  to  concur  in 
the  request  of  Local  No.  74  to  levy  an  ad- 
ditional assessment  of  $100.00  against  H.  W. 
Watson,  24050  for  working  unfair  and  re- 
fusing to  quit  when  requested  by  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Local  Union,  also  for  viola- 
tion of  the  working  rules  of  Local  No.  74 
and  of  Sec.  127  L.I.U.  constitution.  The 
Council  members  voting  to  concur  were  as 
follows:  First  Vice-President  Geo.  T.  Moore, 
Second  Vice-President  C.  J.  Haggerty. 
Third  Vice-President  Jos.  H.  Duty,  Fifth 
Vice-President  John  P.  Cook,  Sixth  Vice- 
President  Ora  Kress.  Seventh  Vice-Presi- 
dent Sal  Maso,  Eighth  Vice-President  Chas. 
W.  King,  Ninth  Vice-President  John  J. 
Langan.  Fourth  Vice-President  M.  F.  Nealon 
desired  to  be  recorded  as  not  voting. 


Tlie  Executive  Coimcil  voted  to  grant  the 
rcfiucst  of  Local  No.  74  to  Levy  an  addi- 
tional assessment  of  $100.00  against  Edw  J. 
Koch,  22695,  for  working  unfair  to  Local 
No.  74  and  the  Plasterers'  Union  and  re- 
fusing to  leave  job  upon  request  of  the 
Business  Agent.  Vice-President  M.  F.  Nea- 
lon's  \-ote  was  not  received  in  the  case. 


The  Executive  Council  voted  unanimously 
to  grant  the  request  of  Local  No.  9  in  levy- 


ing an  additional  assessment  of  $2.50.00 
against  O.  E.  Kinney,  15509,  for  working 

unfair.   

The  Executive  Council  received  a  request 
from  Local  No.  9  to  rescind  its  former  ac- 
tion in  approving  an  additional  assessment 
of  $250.00  against  R.  O.  Jones,  34007,  due  to 
a  mistake  having  been  committed  in  this  case 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
Local  No.  9.  The  International  Executive 
Council  voted  to  concur  in  Local  No.  9's 
request,  with  the  exception  of  First  Vice- 
President  Geo.  T.  Moore,  who  voted  in  the 
negative,  believing  such  action  may  act  in 
a  corrective  manner  to  prevent  such  errors 
in  the  future. 


The  Executive  Council  voted  unanimously 
to  grant  the  request  of  Local  No.  46  to  levy 
an  assessment  of  $500.00  against  the  follow- 
ing members,  who  had  been  expelled  from 
that  local  union,  on  the  offense  of  working 
under  the  established  scale  of  wages  of  Lo- 
cal No.  46  and  assisting  the  contractor  in 
question  to  tear  down  the  established  wages 
and  conditions: 

Jos.  Clark,  19129;  R.  F.  Crancc,  34294; 
J.  E.  Donnelly,  23993;  Geo.  Engelbrecht, 
14828;  Henry  R.  Harmon,  29450;  Harry 
Higgins,  Jr.,  20246;  P.  P.  Howard,  42;  R.  E. 
McCartney,  6043;  Jno.  F.  McCartney,  9038; 
Jas.  F.  Murphy,  9037;  John  O'Connell  (No. 
2),  32238;  Wm.  H.  Panzer,  32249;  Geo.  H. 
Pfeifer.  32250;  Edw.  M.  Raskey,  34349; 
David  B.  Raskey.  22292. 

Section  46  of  the  local's  laws  is  the  sec- 
tion that  was  violated  in  this  case. 


The  Executive  Council  voted  unanimtnisly 
to  grant  the  request  of  Local  No.  238  to 
levy  an  additional  assessment  of  $25.00 
against  Chas.  O.  Stein,  23106,  for  working 
alone  in  violation  of  local  laws,  and  refus- 
ing to  place  a  steward  on  the  job,  refusing 
to  appear  for  trial  and  violating  Section  5 
of  the  local's  by-laws. 


The  Executive  Council  voted  unanimously 
to  grant  the  request  of  Local  No.  262  to 
levy  an  additional  assessment  of  $200.00 
against  Tom  F.  Durham,  29702,  on  the 
charges  of  working  on  a  job  which  had  been 
declared  unfair  by  the  Building  Trades 
Council,  and  after  being  instructed  to  remain 
off,  deliberately  returned  to  the  job,  all  other 
crafts  remaining  off. 
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On  tlic  request  of  Local  No.  9  to  rescind 
llic  additional  assessments  totaling  $350.00 
(previously  approved  by  the  International 
Executive  Council)  from  the  record  of 
Enoch  Embree,  7972,  on  account  of  the  lo- 
cal having  come  into  possession  of  evidence 
to  warrant  such  action,  the  International 
Executive  Council  voted  by  a  majority  to 
rescind  the  assessments  mentioned.  Eighth 
Vice-President  Chas.  W.  King  was  recorded 
as  not  voting  on  this  case,  and  First  Vice- 
President  Geo.  T.  Moore,  believing  the  evi- 
dence insufficient,  voted  in  the  negative. 


On  the  request  of  Local  No.  258  to  levy 
an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
F.  O.  Holtzman,  18504,  for  working  detri- 
mental to  the  organization  and  in  violation 
of  Sections  87  and  138  of  the  L.I.U.  consti- 
tution, also  in  violation  of  Section  3,  Article 
XI  of  the  local's  by-laws,  the  Council  voted 
unanimously  to  grant  this  request. 


Upon  the  request  of  Local  No.  74  to  levy 
the  following  assessments,  the  Executive 
Council  voted  unanimously  to  approve  the 
placing  of  same:  against  R.  F.  Tolzien, 
21791,  for  violation  of  Sections  35,  47  and 
52  of  the  local's  by-laws  and  working  below 
the  wages  —  $50.00  additional.  Against  J.  J. 
Tolzien,  20857  (contractor)  —  $200.00  ad- 
ditional for  violation  of  the  agreement  en- 
tered into  with  Local  No.  74  and  the  Con- 
tractors, also  paying  men  below  the  scale 
and  in  violation  of  the  rules  pertaining  to 
nlace  of  payment. 


On  the  request  of  Local  No.  120  to  levy 
an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
Roger  Smart,  34238,  on  charges  of  violating 
Sections  2  and  22  of  that  local's  by-laws, 
as  well  as  Sections  125,  138,  144  and  176 
L.I.U.  constitution,  the  Council  voted  unan- 
imously to  grant  this  request. 


Upon  application  from  Local  No.  224  to 
levy  an  additional  assessment  of  $30.00 
against  James  Lawrence,  35154,  who  had 
been  charged  with  working  without  a  per- 
mit in  violation  of  Sec.  144,  as  well  as  not 
depositing  his  transfer  and  working  for  ati 
unfair  contractor,  the  Council  voted  unani- 
mously to  grant  this  request. 


LOCAL  No.  72  Versus  DECISION  OF 
GENERAL  PRESIDENT 

Local  No.  72  appealed  to  the  Executive 
Council,  being  dissatisfied  with  the  General 
President's  <Ucisii)n  in  the  appeal  of  Thos. 
McTear,  3762,  Charles  Hammond,  16460, 
Howard  S.  Falconer,  8319,  Jas.  E.  Coyne, 
Jr.,  23369,  Albert  G.  Walls,  770  and  Paul 
Doppler,  35214,  which  brothers  had  been 
removed  from  the  shop  in  which  they  had 
been  employed  for  a  period  of  five  years, 
on  the  charges  of  having  made  a  loan  to 
the  operator  of  this  shop.  Tlie  General  Pres- 
ident held  in  this  case  that  said  action  was 
unfair  and  illegally  taken.  The  members  of 
the  Executive  Council  by  a  majority  voted 
to  sustain  the  General  President's  decision. 
The  vote  was  as  follows:  To  sustain  the  Gen- 
eral President's  decision:  First  Vice-Presi- 
dent George  T.  Moore,  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent C.  J.  Haggerty,  Sixth  Vice-President 
Ora  A.  Kress,  Seventh  Vice-President  Sal 
Maso  and  Ninth  Vice-President  John  J. 
Langan.  To  sustain  the  appeal  of  Local  No. 
72:  Third  Vice-President  Jos.  H.  Duty, 
Fourth  Vice-President  M.  F.  Nealon  and 
Fifth  Vice-President  John  P.  Cook.  Eighth 
Vice-President  Chas.  W.  King  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  case  should  be  referred  back 
to  the  Mass.  State  Council,  being  of  the 
opinion  that  there  was  collusion  in  the  shop 
in  question. 


On  the  request  of  Local  No.  136  to  remove 
a  $50.00  additional  assessment  which  the  In- 
ternational Executive  Council  had  previously 
approved,  the  Council  voted  unanimously  to 
grant  such  request,  covering  E.  R.  Lane, 
29124.   

IN  CONCLUSION,  allow  me  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  we  are  facing 
another  catastrophe  in  the  Old  World  that 
is  quite  liable  to  retard  the  building  indus- 
try in  the  United  States  and  Canada  to  a 
great  extent.  During  these  troubled  times, 
as  always,  let  us  be  mindful  of  our  duty  to 
our  Country  and  this  International  Union. 
As  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Council  I  de- 
sire to  thank  General  President  McSorley, 
General  Secretary-Treasurer  Ford,  and  all 
the  members  of  the  Executive  Council,  for 
their  kind  consideration  and  cooperation. 
Fraternally  yours, 

GEORGE  T.  MOORE, 

Chairman. 


Tuesday  Afternoon  Session 

September  12,  1939 


The  meeting  convened  at  two-twenty 
o'clock,  President  McSorley  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion will  please  be  in  order.  The  delegates 
will  kindly  take  their  seats. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Local  Committee 
has  requested  us  to,  when  calling  the  roll  at 
this  afternoon's  session,  ask  the  delegates  to 
step  forward  and  receive  their  quota  of 
tickets  for  the  different  entertainments  that 
they  have  provided  for.  They  want  to  see 
that  the  delegates  get  all  the  tickets  that 
are  coming  to  them. 

Brother  Matthews  is  not  here  just  now,  so 
we  will  wait  for  a  minute  or  two  to  see  if 
he  will  come  so  that  we  can  comply  with 
his  request. 

(A  short  recess  was  had). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion will  please  be  in  order.  The  Secretary 
will  call  the  roll  of  officers.  Answer  your 
name  after  he  calls  it,  please. 

(The  Roll  of  Officers  was  called  by  the 
Secretary). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Now,  the 
roll  call  of  delegates.  The  delegates  will 
kindly  come  forward  as  their  names  are 
called  so  that  they  can  get  those  tickets. 

Proceed,  Mr.  Secretary! 

(The  Roll  of  Delegates  was  called  by  the 
Secretary). 

DELEGATE  ANDERSON  (Hoosier 
State  Council) :  I  heard  the  name  of  M.  E. 
Hamilton  mentioned.  I  don't  believe  that 
M.  E.  Hamilton  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Local  Union  or  an  executive  for  the  last 
three  months  and  in  the  past  nine  months. 
He  hasn't  been  a  member  of  any  local  in 
the  past  three  months. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190):  I 
would  like  to  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  it 
couldn't  be  possible  for  the  Scrgeant-at- 
Arms  to  take  care  of  giving  out  the  tickets 
so  that  we  could  proceed  with  the  conven- 
tion ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  won't 
take  very  long,  Brother  Frank. 


Brothers,  we  are  going  to  continue  to  call 
the  roll,  but  we  are  going  to  dispense  with 
the  distribution  of  these  tickets.  The  Com- 
mittee will  meet  the  delegates  in  a  room 
outside  and  give  them  their  tickets. 

The  Secretary  will  continue  with  the  Roll. 

(The  Roll  Call  of  Delegates  was  continued 
by  the  Secretary. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion will  please  be  in  order. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Creden- 
tials. 

DELEGATE  RODIER  (Local  20):  The 
case  of  Local  403,  Brother  Alex  Robinson, 
was  taken  up  and  we  find  that  this  being 
a  new  organization,  newly  enrolled  members, 
we,  the  Credentials  Committee,  under  these 
circumstances  recommend  the  seating  of  this 
brother,  Alex  Robinson. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have 
heard  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
on  Credentials.  What  is  your  pleasure? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73) :  I  move 
the  delegate  be  seated. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  is  regu- 
larly moved  and  seconded  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Credentials'  recommendation  be 
adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are 
you  ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  RODIER:  The  case  of  E. 
K.  Rhodes  of  Local  463  showed  that  the 
brother  was  three  days  short  of  the  time 
required  by  the  International  Law,  and  we, 
the  Credentials  Committee,  therefore  recom- 
mend the  seating  of  this  brother. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have 
heard  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

DELEGATE  STROUP  (Greater  St. 
Louis  District  Council):  I  move  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Committee's  recommendation. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  is  regu- 
larly moved  ami  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Credentials  Committee  be  adopted. 
You  have  heard  the  motion. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  give  the  usual  consent  by,  saying 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it,  and 
it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  RODIER:  The  case  of 
Local  492  was  laid  over  until  nine  o'clock 
tomorrow  morning  before  the  convention.  I 
don't  think  there  is  any  motion  necessary 
on  that. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No.  If  there 
is  no  objection,  that  will  be  the  order  in 
that  case. 

DELEGATE  RODIER:  The  case  of  John 
Conway  of  Local  168:  After  carefully  con- 
sidering the  evidence,  we  find  that  this 
brother  was  just  one  month  short  of  the 
time  required  by  the  International  Law,  and 
he  claims  that  that  is  the  fault  of  the  Sec- 
retary. So,  therefore,  we,  the  Credentials 
Committee,  recommend  the  seating  of  this 
brother. 

DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-State  Dis- 
trict Council):  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
Committee's  recommendation. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  All  those  in  favor  give 
the  usual  consent  by  saying  "Aye";  con- 
trary. The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

DELEGATE  RODIER:  The  case  of 
Leroy  Rapp  of  Local  No.  299:  We  find  that 
he  was  four  days  short  of  the  time  required 
by  the  International  Law,  and  we,  therefore, 
recommend  the  seating  of  this  brother.  I 
make  a  motion,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  seat 
this  brother: 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  say- 
ing "Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 


DELEGATE  RODIER:  The  case  of  H. 
Salzman  of  Local  295:  After  hearing  the  evi- 
dence, we  feel  that  this  was  the  fault  of  the 
Secretary,  and  therefore  we  are  gomg  to 
recommend  the  seating  of  this  brother: 

DELEGATE  FERGUSON  (Local  14):  I 
move  that  we  adopt  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

FRTCSIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready 
for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 
PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor    give   the   usual   consent   by  saying 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  RODIER:  The  case  of  L. 
H.  Bage  of  Local  80:  After  hearing  the  evi- 
dence we  find  that  he  was  short  one  month, 
but  he  claims  that  this  was  due  to  the  Sec- 
retary in  whose  jurisdiction  he  was  at  that 
time  and  it  was  an  oversight  on  their  part. 
After  carefully  considering  the  evidence,  we, 
the  Credentials  Committee,  recommend  the 
seating  of  this  brother  and  I  make  a  motion 
to  that  effect. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  be  adopt- 
ed. You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 
PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  RODIER:  That  is  all  that 
appeared  before  the  Credentials  Committee, 
with  this  exception:  There  was  an  objec- 
tion here  this  morning  to  seating  the  dele- 
gates from  Locals  336  and  313.  After  the 
Committee  had  heard  both  sides  of  the  story 
and  the  evidence,  there  was  a  motion  made 
and  seconded  that  these  delegates  be  seated 
and  the  motion  was  carried. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I 
move  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee be  adopted. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  have 
heard  tlie  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
ciuestion  ? 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (lUinois  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  Delegates  to  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  our  International 
Union:  I  want  it  to  be  understood  at  this 
time  that  I  am  carrying  out  the  duties  of 
my  office  as  Secretary  of  the  Illinois  State 
Council  of  Lathers.  The  reason  the  Council 
objects  to  the  seating  of  the  delegate  is  not 
for  any  personal  reasons  or  against  the 
standing  of  the  delegate  wittiiti  our  Interna- 
tional Union.  It  is  a  question  of  the  local 
which  owes  per  capita  tax  to  the  Illinois 
State  Council  of  Lathers  since  1933,  and 
has  not  complied  to  our  International  Law. 

This  Local  336  of  Quincy,  Illinois,  was 
suspended  in  November,  1938,  and  rein- 
stated, in  accordance  with  our  official  jour- 
nal, in  1939,  in  March.  I  received  a  commun- 
ication, very  briefly,  from  the  Secretary  in 
Hannibal,  Missouri,  on  May  8,  1939,  ad- 
dressed to  the  speaker: 
"Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

"Please  find  enclosed  $2.50  for  State 
Council  dues  on  five  members  of  Local  336, 
Quincy,  Illinois: 

Byron  Frederickson  Number  32147 

William  Rowbottom  Number  33662 

G.  L.  Pierce  Number  32466 

Charles  Funke  Number  29078 

Fred  Meise  Number  29070 

"Fraternally  yours, 
"G.  L.  Pierce 
312  B  Broadway 
Hannibal,  Missouri" 
I    received    another    communication  on 
April  10,  1939. 
"Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

"The  Lathers  Local  No.  336,  Quincy,  Il- 
linois, has  been  reinstated  (March  31,  1939). 

"I  am  sending  in  Lathers  State  Council 
dues  for  the  month  of  April,  1939,  for  five 
members  as  follows: 

Bryan  Frederickson  Number  32147 

Fred  Meise  Number  29079 

Charles  Funke  Number  29078 

William  C.  Rowbottom  Number  33662 

Gordon  Lloyd  Pierce  Number  32466 

"Please  find  enclosed  $2.50. 

"Respectfully  yours, 
"G.  L.  Pierce 

Financial  Secretary  &  Treas." 
My  reply  to  those  communications  is  as 
follows: 


"Mr.  G.  L.  Pierce  "May  9.  1939 

312  B  Broadway 
Hannibal,  Missouri 
"Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

"Your  letter  of  April  10th  and  May  5th 
received  with  money  orders  number  318680 
and  number  567009  for  $2.50  each  enclosed. 

"Enclosed  find  both  money  orders  as 
stated  above  which  I  am  returning,  as  Sec- 
retary of  the  Council,  I  cannot  accept  the 
above  money  orders  for  the  month  of  April 
and  May,  1939,  as  Local  No.  336  owes  per 
capita  tax  to  the  Council  from  September, 
1933,  up  to  the  including  month  of  May 
and  $7.50  reinstatement  fee. 

"May  I  say  Brother  Pierce,  Charles  E. 
Funke,  Fred  Meise,  have  been  members  of 
Local  No.  336  right  along  and  have  never 
been  suspended  and  you  were  reinstated  in 
Local  No.  336  March  1st,  1937,  transferred 
to  Local  No.  203,  1937,  and  transferred  back 
to  Local  No.  336,  April  1938,  and  have  been 
a  member  of  that  local  ever  since.  William 
T.  B.  Frederickson,  transferred  from  Local 
Xo.  73,  January  21st,  1939,  into  Local  No. 
336,  and  has  paid  tax  into  Local  336  since 
February.  William  Charles  Rowbottom. 
transferred  from  Local  No.  73  into  Local 
No.  336,  January  31st,  1939,  and  No.  33<i 
has  been  paying  his  tax  ever  since. 

"The  records  show  that  this  local  was 
suspended  November  in  accordance  with  the 
report  in  the  December  Journal  of  1938 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  any  at 
our  members  could  be  in  good  standing  by 
paying  into  a  suspended  local  that  was  not 
reinstated  until  March  31st,  1939. 

"I  will  take  this  case  of  Local  Nq.  336 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  HUnois  State 
Council  which  will  be  held  in  Chjcag©  tiie 
first  week  in  September,  the  exact  date  has 
not  been  set  and  will  send  you  a  report 
on  the  decision  of  the  delegates. 

"Hoping  this  matter  will  be  straightened 
out  satisfactory  to  all,  I  am  with  best  wishes, 
"Fraternally  yours, 
"GEORGE  T.  MOORE.  Secretary." 

I  received  on  May  10,  1939,  a  coinmuni 
cation  from  our  General  Secretary  Ford: 
"Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

"I  am  enclosing  you  copy  of  communica- 
tion just  received  from  Brother  G.  L.  Pierce, 
Secretary  of  Local  No.  336  of  Quincy,  Illin- 
ois. 
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"You  will  note  he  is  rather  anxious  to 
find  out  what  the  Illinois  State  Council  is 
doing  in  regards  to  their  local  and  1  trust 
that  vou  take  care  oi  this  immediately, 
r.eorge,  and  HI  tell  him  that  I  referred  his 
inquiry  to  you. 

■With  best  wishes.  1  am 

■"Fraternally  yours. 

"TERRY  FORD 

General  Secretary-Treasurer." 

The  enclosure  is  as  follows: 

"Hannibal,  Missouri 
May  8.  1939 
"Terry  Ford,  General  Sccrclary-Treasurer 
"Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

"I  atn  writing  yon  in  regard  to  the  State 
Council  dues  that  1  sent  in  last  month  from 
Local  No.  336,  Quincy,  Illinois,  on  five 
members. 

"I  have  not  had  a  reply  from  George  T. 
Moore  to  whom  I  sent  the  dues.  I  am  ready 
to  send  in  another  month  dues,  but  do  not 
know  what  to  do  about  it,  as  I  have  re- 
ceived no  reply  from  last  month.  Please 
advise  mc  what  steps  to  take. 

"Fraternally  yours, 
"G.  L.  PIERCE,  Secretary 
Local  No.  336." 
May  I  say  to  the  delegates  of  this  con- 
vention that  since  the  time  that  we  organ- 
ized ten  cents  has  been  the  per  capita  tax 
per  member  in  the  Illinois  State  Council  of 
Lathers.  As  to  where  the  fifty  cents  origi- 
nated, there  was  only  one  question  in  mind 
—  last  November  there  was  an  assessment 
placed  upon  all  members  within  the  State  of 
Illinois  of  fifty  cents  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing care  of  the  delegates  from  all  the  locals 
within  the  State  Council.    I  will  read  you 
the  action  of  the  State  Council. 

I  may  also  call  to  your  attention  this: 
that  the  convention  of  the  State  Council  was 
not  held  in  September.  On  the  instructions 
or  advice  of  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer, 
it  was  advanced  to  August,  in  order  to 
have  the  duly  accredited  representative  of 
the  Illinois  State  Council  be  within  the  laws 
nf  this  International  Union. 

"Secretary  Moore:  'I  can't  understand,  in 
looking  up  the  reports  in  the  Journal,  how 
members  can  be  in  good  standing  in  a  sus- 
pended local.  When  I  wrote  to  the  General 
Ofifice,  I  asked  for  the  standing  of  the  mem- 
bers; how  they  can  be  members  of  a  sus- 


pended local,  that  is  beyond  me.  No  one 
can  be  in  good  standing  with  a  suspended 
local  when  they  are  out  five  months,  because 
the  fifteenth  of  the  second  month,  they  be- 
come automatically  suspended.  Here  is  a 
(luestion  for  you  men  to  decide'." 

I  am  speaking  now  of  tlic  proceedin-^'s  of 
tlic  State  Council. 

• 'In  accordance  witli  tlie  laws  of  this  or- 
ganization, they  owe  reinstatement  fee,  and 
back  per  capita  tax  from  1933.  Where  do 
they  get  the  fifty  cents  (50(f)  per  member.' 
i:)o'they  have  the  thought  in  mind  that  by 
paying  fifty  cents  (50«S)  per  member  per 
month  that  they  are  going  to  get  a  clean 
bill  and  that  this  Council  is  going  to  pay 
railroad  fares  to  New  York  City?  That  is 
what  I  would  like  to  know.  We  can  only 
carry  out  the  laws  of  this  Council. 

"  'If  there  is  some  unseen  person  that  is 
guiding  these  individuals  in  Quincy  and 
wants  to  come  to  their  salvation,  we  don't 
know.  We  don't  know  what  is  behind  these 
two  communications. 

"  'A  local  suspended  in  November  1938. 
and  reinstated  in  March  of  1939,  I  leave  it 
to  you  to  settle.  If  you  want  to  give  them 
a  clean  bill  of  health.  You  are  going  to 
have  a  job  on  your  hands  when  this  matter 
comes  before  the  Credential  Committee  in 
New  York. 

"  'There's  something  rotten  in  Denmark, 
so  let  us  deal  with  this  question  in  an  intel- 
ligent manner  and  find  out  where  this  thing 
originated'." 

"Delegate  Brundage,  Local  No.  197:  'I  re- 
member a  similar  case  where  the  entire 
membership  of  a  local  was  placed  in  sus- 
pension. The  local  realized  that  they  should 
renew  their  affiliation  with  the  Illinois  State 
Council.  I  was  Secretary  at  that  time,  and 
these  men  informed  me  that  they  would  pay 
their  back  per  capita  tax  to  the  Lathers  so 
they  could  be  reinstated'." 

"Delegate  Wilbert,  Local  No.  64:  'I  think 
they  should  all  be  treated  alike,  we  don't 
want  to  discriminate  against  any  man.  I 
think  these  men  should  pay  up  what  they 
owe,  and  be  reinstated.  I  make  a  motion 
that  these  men  have  to  pay  up  what  they 
owe  before  they  are  eligible  to  go  to  the 
convention  in  New  York'." 

"Delegate  Seats,  Local  No.  378:  'If  you 
fellows  were  in  Quincy  and  knew  these  fel- 
lows, you  would  know  why  they  want  to  be 
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reinstated.  If  you  fellows  knew  them  like  1 
do,  you  wouldn't  want  tlicni  to  go  to  our 
convention  in  New  York.  1  don't  think  we 
should  reinstate  them  into  this  Illinois  State 
Council  until  this  is  thrashed  out  at  the 
International  convention.  They  have  violated 
an  International  Law  and  somebody  should 
punish  them  or  our  convention  wmII  be  run 
just  like  it  was  in  Toronto. 

"  'I  make  this  in  the  form  of  a  motion'." 

"Moved  and  seconded  that  no  action  be 
taken  on  the  reinstatement  of  these  mem- 
bers until  this  question  is  discussed  at  the 
International  convention.  Carried." 

Now,  in  the  official  journal  and  in  the 
comnmnication  from  the  General  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  he  states:  "For  your  information, 
Local  336  was  reinstated  Alarch  31,  1939, 
with  the  following  members,  and  you  will 
note  that  none  were  reinstated  at  this  time. 
They  have  all  been  in  good  standing  for 
some  time." 

When  I  spoke  to  the  delegates  here  at 
the  start  of  the  opening  of  this  case,  I  stated 
that  there  was  nothing  personal  against  the 
delegates  who  came  from  this  local;  tliat  it 
was  a  question  of  whether  a  local  could  ig- 
nore laws  within  the  State  or  laws  within 
our  International. 

General  President  McSorley  had  a  rep- 
resentative in  Quincy.  I  have  communicated 
with  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  and 
also  with  the  General  President  time  with- 
out number.  I  never  received  a  reply  to  the 
communications  that  I  sent  to  George  Miller, 
who  was  Secretary  of  Local  336.  There  was 
only  one  alternative  and  that  was  to  have 
action  taken  by  the  General  President  of 
this  organization  as  to  whether  they  w^cre 
going  to  live  up  to  Section  99  of  our  Inter- 
national Constitution  or  not,  or  whether  they 
were  going  to  live  up  to  our  International 
Laws  or  not. 

We  cannot  punish  one  local  and  tell  them 
to  live  up  to  the  law  and  then  have  another 
local  come  along  and  forget  what  they  owe 
to  the  State  Council.  The  same  thing  ap- 
plies to  our  International  Union.  We  could 
not  allow  any  of  our  local  unions  to  ignore 
the  laws  in  so  far  as  paying  their  back 
per  capita  tax  and  reinstating  them.  The 
only  one  who  has  the  right  to  give  a  dis- 
pensation in  order  to  do  that  would  be  the 
General  President.  But  if  they  would  ignore 


it  entirely,  where  would  our  International 
organization  be  foimd?  Sooner  or  later,  it 
would  be  on  the  rocks. 

I  am  trying  to  clarify  this  situation  and 
protect  many  of  the  local  unions  and  State 
Councils  throughout  our  International  Union. 
Oh,  yes,  in  so  far  as  our  District  Councils 
are  concerned!  I  say  to  you  delegates  here 
that  that  local  union  should  pay  its  back  per 
capita  tax  and  its  reinstatement  fee  just  the 
same  as  any  other  local  has  done  in  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

We  have  never  let  any  one  of  them  out. 
They  have  all  paid.  Yes,  I  may  say  further 
that  during  the  depression  we  sent  a  com- 
munication to  all  our  Local  Unions,  by  ac- 
tion of  the  State  Council,  so  that  they  did 
give  them  dispensation  for  so  many  months, 
if  they  were  aljle  to  pay  up  some  of  their 
back  per  capita  tax.  We  did  do  that.  We 
never  received  a  reply  from  this  local.  They 
ignored  lis  cntireh'. 

I  say  to  you,  gentlemen,  if  you  believe  in 
law,  if  you  believe  in  respect  for  an  organ- 
ization or  a  State  Council,  or  this  organi- 
zation, you  will  bear  with  me  in  so  far  as 
this  Local  Union  is  concerned;  that  they  be 
rc(|ucste(l  by  the  mandate  of  this  Council 
that  tiiey  pay  back  every  dollar  that  they 
owe  to  the  Illinois  State  Council  of  Lathers. 

DELItGATE  SUMMERS  (Local  59): 
Rising  on  that  question  —  as  I  see  it,  this 
local  was  reinstated  on  March  31,  1939.  As 
I  understand,  this  local  has  offered  the  per 
capita  tax  to  this  State  Council.  This  State 
Council  has  refused,  so  I  understand,  that 
per  capita  tax.  I  believe  that  this  local  has 
tried  to  fulfill  its  obligations  as  an  Interna- 
tional. 

If  this  local  should  not  have  an  obliga- 
tion of  what  they  have  fulfilled  —  other 
locals  iiavc  gone  along  and  done  otherwise 
—  1  think  that  they  should  be  allowed  seat- 
ii!g  as  delegates  at  this  convention.  I  will 
make  a  motion  that  this  delegate  be  seated. 
( Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  motion 
is  out  of  order. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Broth- 
er Moore  stated  that  he  was  not  opposing 
the  delegates  as  delegates  or  as  individuals; 
that  he  was  opposed  to  the  local  union.  He 
mentioned  something  about  the  fact  that  we 
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can't  allow  one  organization  to  violate  a  law 
and  insist  on  the  otlicr  organizations  living 
lip  to  tlic  law. 

Now,  teclmically  speaking,  we  have  been 
allowing  our  various  locals  here,  just  before 
lie  spoke,  to  violate  the  law,  if  we  want  to 
get  technical,  but  wc  seated  these  brothers 
because  wc  knew  they  were  old-time  mem- 
bers of  the  International.  I  know  there  are 
four  from  new  locals  and  that  we  want  to 
impress  them  with  our  proceedings. 

He  talks  about  this  local  union  dwiiiL?  the 
State  Council  six  years  back  lax.  Mow  long 
would  the  International  allow  a  local  union 
to  remain  affiliated  with  the  International  if 
tiiey  didn't  pay  their  tax?  Certainly,  they 
wouldn't  allow  thcni  to  go  along  six  j'cars 
and  wait  until  a  convention  year  when  the 
local  is  reinstated  and  then  protest  it. 

Now,  the  International  President  rein- 
stated this  local  and  personally  I  am  willing 
to  abide  by  whatever  the  International  does. 
This  Committee  on  Credentials  saw  fit  to 
recommend  the  seating  of  this  delegate  and 
I  am  willing  to  concur  in  their  recommenda- 
tion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  allow  these  other 
delegates  to  come  here,  who  technically 
have  been  seated  in  violation  of  the  law 
pertaining  to  the  seating  of  delegates,  why 
can't  we  allow  these  brothers,  this  brother 
who  came  over  a  thousand  miles,  to  also  be 
seated? 

That  one  vote  is  not  going  to  control  the 
convention.  You  are  not  going  to  hurt  the 
local.  You  arc  going  to  hurt  the  man  who 
came  here  to  represent  that  organization,  and 
I  don't  think  we  are  that  small. 

1  think  that  what  is  sauce  for  the  goose 
is  sauce  for  the  gander,  and  if  we  seated  all 
the  others  up  to  date,  I  see  no  reason  why 
this  brother  shouldn't  be  seated  in  this  con- 
vention. I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  seat- 
ing him.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
remarks? 

DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-State  Dis- 
trict Council):  Ur.  Chairman  and  Brothers: 
There  seems  to  be  some  sort  of  discrep- 
ancy here  in  the  conception  as  to  what  the 
law  was  and  whether  it  was  really  broken. 

From  my  conception  of  that  particular  law 
that  we  have  in  the  Tnternatinnal,  T  under- 


stand tiial  lliat  only  pertains  to  reinstated 
locals,  district  councils,  and  tri-stale  coun- 
cils, or  other  councils  of  districts  in  their 
localities. 

Am  I  correct  in  that  statement? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Go  ahead, 
Lou.  Don't  be  asking  questions. 

DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-State  Dis- 
trict Council):  Because  if  that  is  the  ques- 
tion here,  there  is  no  law  broken  that  I  can 
see.  It  is  entirely  a  question  as  to  whether  we 
are  living  up  to  the  law,  and  we  are  right  in 
accepting  these  men  because  they  are  in  good 
standing.  Being  a  reinstated  local,  they  do 
not  require  to  be  under  the  two-year  clause 
and  they  should  be  seated  in  this  council. 

DELEGATE  MULLANE  (Local  67):  As 
Brother  Hagen  told  you,  we  have  been  al- 
lowing delegates  from  all  over  the  country 
to  come  in  here  on  technicalities,  if  we  want 
to  be  so  technical.  This  num  or  men  have 
come  a  thousand  miles  to  attend  this  con- 
vention. It  is  a  reinstated  local  and  I  can't 
see  why  we  should  get  so  technical  to  tell 
these  men  that  they  can't  be  seated  in  here, 
whether  their  vote  decided  anything  or 
whether  it  didn't  decide  anything. 

I  believe  that  we'  should  be  big  enough  to 
allow  these  men  to  sit  in  here  as  regularly 
constituted  delegates  to  this  convention. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
remarks? 

DELEGATE  PRIESTLY  (Local  439): 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  look  at  this  question,  as  I 
think,  in  the  proper  manner  and  in  the 
proper  spirit.  I  believe  that  if  the  Illinois 
State  Council  of  Lathers  has  got  a  griev- 
ance with  this  local,  it  is  up  to  the  Illinois 
State  Council  of  Lathers  to  iron  that  griev- 
ance over. 

If  this  local  has  straightened  itself  out 
with  the  International  organization  and  com- 
plied with  the  International  Law,  I  think 
that  this  convention  should  act  and  seat  the 
delegate  from  that  local. 

I  think  after  that  is  done  the  Illinois  State 
Council  can  go  through  the  usual  and  reg- 
ular procedure.  If  they  have  a  grievance  or 
a  claim  against  this  organization  for  the  State 
Council  per  capita  tax,  they  can  take  that 
up,  if  necessary,  with  the  International  office. 

To  my  way  of  thinking,  this  convention 
has  nothing  to  do  with  anything  but  the 
business  that  pertains  to  the  International 
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orRanizatiDii  and  not  that  local  at  this  time. 
This  organization  is  now,  as  I  understand 
it,  in  good  standing  with  the  International 
.iiul  1  want  to  say  here,  Air.  Chairman,  that 
I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  seating  tlie  dele- 
gate and  letting  this  matter  be  ironed  out 
through  what  I  consider  the  proper  chan- 
nels, through  the  International  office.  ( .^p- 
plause). 

DELEGATE  REAGAN  (Local  123): 
Was  this  man  in  good  standing  for  two  years 
with  the  International  Union  of  Lathers? 
Was  he  in  good  standing  with  you  i)copIe, 
Mr.  Ford? 

SECRETARY  FORD:  Yes. 

DELEGATE  REAGAN  (Local  123): 
Well,  now,  I  claim  that  that  member  is  not 
to  blame  if  that  local  union  went  out  of 
business  and  he  kept  his  tab  with  our  Inter- 
national Union.  I  claim  that  if  he  was  in 
good  standing  for  the  last  two  years  that 
he  is  entitled  to  be  a  member,  a  delegate 
here. 

He  is  not  to  blame  any  more  than  I  or 
any  other  member  here.  If  the  union  went 
out  of  business  and  they  didn't  pay  the  per 
capita  tax  to  any  outside  organization,  lit- 
is not  to  blame  if  he  kept  his  tab  with  this 
organization.  This  is  his  convention  here  to- 
day and  he,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  a  dele- 
gate here. 

If  there  was  any  error  on  the  part  of  the 
union  that  he  belonged  to,  the  local,  didn't 
live  up  to  that,  if  he  kept  his  tab  with  this 
organization  I  claim  that  he  is  entitled  to 
being  a  delegate  to  this  convention  as  long 
as  he  is  all  okay  with  the  International 
Lathers  Union.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  very  much  surprised  to 
see  a  gathering  from  all  over  the  United 
States  sit  down  here  and  waste  valuable  time 
of  delegates  over  the  question  of  seating 
one  delegate. 

If  this  gentleman  owes  any  money  to  the 
Illinois  State  Council,  I  believe  they  have 
the  proper  procedure  in  the  State  of  Illinois 
to  collect  that.  If  our  organization  was  to 
turn  around  and  suspend  members  according 
to  this  ruling  that  owed  our  organization 
$4,000,  I  think  there  would  be  a  lot  of  men 
missing  in  this  room. 

I  think  it  is  simply  ridiculous  to  get  up 
here  and  tie  up  the  meeting  and  say  that 
you  are  not  opposed  to  this  fellow,  whoever 
he  is,  and  he  comes  a  thousand  miles,  and 


over  a  technicality  of  owing  a  few  dollars 
you  are  going  to  unseat  the  gentleman.  In 
fact,  I  think  the  fellow  should  be  given  some 
sort  of  a  congratulation  for  getting  here  over 
a  thousand  miles  to  even  attend  the  con- 
vention —  God  knows  how  he  got  here  — 
;ind  I  move  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
rcfiort  of  the  Committee  be  accepted.  (-Ap- 
plause). 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  mo- 
tion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  motion 
is  out  of  order.  There  is  a  motion  already 
prevailing. 

DELEGATE  l^RANK  (Local  190):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  wish  to  make  an  amendment 
to  the  prevailing  motion  that  the  delegate 
he  seated  and  that  it  be  the  action  of  this 
convention  that  Local  336  shall  pay  up  its 
indebtedness  to  the  Illinois  State  Council. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  mo- 
lion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have 
heard  the  amendment  to  the  motion,  which 
is  an  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  requires  the  local  union  to  pay 
their  back  per  capita  tax  that  they  owe  to 
tlie  Illinois  State  Council  of  Lathers. 

You  have  heard  the  motion.  .\re  you  ready 
for  the  question? 

DELEGATE  THOMPSON  (West  Penn 
District  Council):  That  sliall  not  interfere 
with  him  being  seated  here? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No. 

Any  further  remarks? 

DELEGATE  BOYD  (Local  75):  Mr. 
Chairman,  does  this  organization  have  a 
longer  ])er  capita  tax  than  the  International 
Law  called  for?  I  thought  the  International 
Law  called  for  four  years  and  nine  months. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  This  tax  is 
taxed  to  the  State  Building  Trades  Council 
and  not  to  the  International  Union. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr. 
C'liairman,  if  this  local  owes  that  Council 
money,  even  if  it  is  six  years  and  they  owe 
tlie  money,  it  should  be  paid  and  I  have  no 
objections  to  that  and  I  will  second  Brother 
I'Vank's  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment.  All  those  in  favor 
will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying,  "Aye"; 
contrary,  "No".  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered.  The  amendment  kills  the  origi- 
nal motion. 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  committees  ready  to  report?  If  not,  at 
this  time,  brothers  — 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr. 
Chairman,  lliere  is  another  credential  that 
the  Committee  referred  to. 

DELEGATE  RODIER:  There  is  no  cre- 
dential. Brother  Hagen.  That  came  before. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  What 
about  that  one  from  Columbia,  Missouri,  No. 
313?  Does  this  one  here  aiitonialicall\'  take- 
care  of  that? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEV:  It  takes  car.; 
of  both.  They  arc  both  mentioned,  l)ut  I  lie 
discussion  was  only  on  the  one. 

DELEGATE  MULLANE  (Local  67): 
The  Committee  on  Rules  is  ready  to  report. 

The  Committee  on  Rules  recommends  that 
the  rules  governini;  the  last  convention  pre 
vail  at  this  one. 

(Signed)    Pat  Mullane,  Chairman 
Harry  Johnson 
Henry  Warren 
Francis  Baker 
Lionel  Brodeur 
Howard  Durell 
Hubert  Connor 
PRESIDENT   McSORLEY:    You  have 
.leard  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
on  Rules.  What  is  your  pleasure? 

DELEGATE  MASO  (Local  143):  I  move 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
be  adopted. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  is  regularly 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Rules  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  give  your  consent  by  saying  "Aye";  con- 
trary. The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Are  there  any  other  committees  ready  to  re- 
port? If  not,  brothers,  at  this  time  I  would  like 
to  take  the  opportunity  of  introducing  a  man 
who  represents  the  American  trade  union  move- 
ment at  the  Court  of  Geneva  in  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Office.  This  man  is  a  well  known 
labor  man,  has  had  lots  of  experience  not  only 
in  the  trade  union  movement  in  our  own  coun- 
try but  in  the  trade  union  movement  through- 
out the  world.  I  think  it  will  be  interesting,  edu- 
cational and  instructive  for  our  people  to  hear 


from  him.  1  would  like  lo  ask  Brother  Charles 
Case  to  escort  Brother  Wilson  to  the  platform. 

(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded  as  Dele- 
gate ('harles  Case  escorted  Brother  Wilson  to 
the  rostrum). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brothers,  it 
is  both  an  honor  and  a  pleasure  to  introduce 
to  this  convention  the  American  Commissioner 
to  the  International  Labor  Office  at  Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

Mr.  Wilson !  (Applause). 

JAMES  WILSON:  Mr.  President,  Officers 
and  I^elegates  to  the  Convention  of  the  Lathers 
Organization:  It  is  a  distinguished  privilege 
to  be  permitted  lo  again  attend  and  address 
a  convention  of  this  grand  organization.  I  think 
the  last  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  speaking 
lo  a  lathers'  convention  was  at  your  St.  Louis 
convention. 

During  the  course  of  the  years,  it  has  been 
my  privilege  to  watch  the  development  of  this 
organization  under  the  presidency  of  my  friend 
and  your  friend,  William  J.  McSorley.  I  have 
known  Bill  for  a  great  number  of  years.  He 
l)ecanie  your  President  about  the  time  I  became 
President  of  my  International  Union.  In  those 
days  we  were  both  rather  young.  We  had  ideals. 
We  dreamt  a  lot  about  the  future,  about  what 
might  be  accomplished  by  labor  when  it  was 
properls  organized  and  when  it  was  properly 
directed. 

l^et  your  niituis  run  back  to  the  days  when 
McSorley  became  President  of  this  organiza- 
tion, and  compare  the  work  standards,  compare 
the  hours  and  working  conditions.  See  the  de- 
velopments that  have  taken  place  in  your  in- 
dustry, and  realize  how  they  have  been  handled, 
how  these  different  problems  have  been  worked 
out,  and  how  this  organization  has  grown,  how 
wages  have  increased,  how  the  hours  of  labor 
have  been  reduced,  and  today  you  meet  in  con- 
vention, as  I  understand  it,  with  a  larger  de- 
legation than  you  have  ever  had  before  at  anv 
of  your  previous  conventions. 

As  your  organization  has  grown,  and  as 
other  organizations  have  grown,  it  shows  the 
tremendous  progress  that  has  been  made  by 
men  and  women  who  are  striving  for  a  larger 
share  in  the  things  that  they  produce,  to  the 
end  that  justice  may  come  to  the  workers,  not 
only  of  your  craft,  but  of  all  workers  within 
the  confines  of  the  jurisdiction  of  our  organi- 
zations. Just  as  our  great  American  labor 
movement  is  striving  for  the  attainment  of 
higher  goals,   so  likewise   is   it  true  of  the 
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workers  in  all  oilier  countries  where  they  iiave 
opportunity  of  free  association,  through  organ- 
ization, to  extend  their  inlluence,  improve  their 
standards,  and  bring  betterment  into  their  lives. 

1  could  go  on  liere  this  afternoon  and  I  could 
make  you  a  speedi  on  the  trade  union  move- 
ment, but  I  came  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
with  you  the  question  of  the  International  La- 
bor Organization.  Perhaps  there  are  few  in  this 
room  who  know  anything  about  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Organization.  When  1  mention  its 
name,  you  naturally  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  is  just  another  trade  union.  However, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  not  a  trade  union  at 
all,  but  it  is  an  organization  of  goveriiincnts 
who  pay  the  entire  cost  of  its  operation,  but 
its  purpose  is  to  bring  about  improvement  in 
the  standard  of  life  of  the  people  throughout 
the  world. 

It  originated  in  the  mind  of  that  great  leader 
of  labor,  Samuel  Gompers.  Today,  we  arc  con- 
fronted with  a  great  war.  At  the  very  inception 
of  that  war,  in  1914,  the  world  was  amazed. 
It  couldn't  quite  understand  why  people  should 
go  to  war,  but  in  August  of  1914  a  war  began. 
Samuel  Gompers  realized  that  some  day  that 
war  would  be  settled,  and  so,  at  the  convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  1914 
he  introduced  a  resolution  in  which  he  asked 
that  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Federation 
be  empowered  to  call  a  conference  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of  labor  throughout  the  world  to 
meet  in  the  city  where  the  Peace  Treaty  was 
to  be  written. 

Four  long  years  passed  before  peace  came, 
but  the  Executive  Council  kept  in  mind  the 
resolution  adopted  in  1914,  and  the  Conference 
was  called  to  meet  in  Paris.  Five  representatives 
of  the  Executive  Council,  including  Gompers 
and  the  present  President  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  went  to  that  Conference.  The 
representatives  of  labor  assembled  there  from 
different  countries. 

Gompers  presided  over  the  deliberations  of 
that  meeting,  and  when  they  concluded  the  work 
that  they  had  been  called  to  perform,  they  asked 
the  peace  commissioners,  representing  govern- 
ments, to  incorporate  in  the  Peace  Treaty  a 
provision  that  would  set  up  some  instrumen- 
tality that  had  as  its  purpose  the  elevation  and 
the  uplifting  of  the  standard  of  life  of  the 
people  throughout  all  the  world. 

After  a  great  deal  or  arguing,  such  a  com- 
mission was  set  up,  and  Samuel  Gompers  was 
made  the  chairman  of  that  commission.  They 
performed  their  work.  They  wrote  a  preamble 


and  a  con.slilution.  They  set  up  in  that  con 
stitution  how  this  organization  was  to  function. 
They  set  up  in  its  preamble  its  ideals  and  the 
peace  commissioners  adopted  that  constitution 
and  that  preamble  as  it  was  written  and  they 
incorporated  it  as  Article  XIII  of  the  Peace 
Treaty  at  Versailles. 

When  Gompers  made  his  report  to  the  At- 
lantic City  convention  in  1919,  setting  forth 
what  had  been  done,  a  roll  call  vote  was  taken 
upon  that  question,  whether  or  not  it  would  be 
endorsed  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Twenty-seven  thousand  some-odd  hundred  voted 
yes,  and  four  hundred  and  a  few  more  voted 
no.  That  was  the  vote  upon  that  question,  and 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  made  its 
first  endorsement  of  the  International  Labor 
Organization. 

In  this  Peace  Treaty,  the  provisions  relating 
to  the  International  Labor  Office  provides  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  be  a  member  of  the 
League  of  Nations  to  become  a  member  of  the 
International  Labor  Organization,  but  it  is 
necessary,  if  you  are  a  member  of  the  League 
of  Nations,  to  become  a  member  of  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Organization. 

The  first  Conference  of  this  Organization 
was  held  in  Washington.  You  men  will  all  recall 
that  time  there  was  a  bitter  feeling,  very 
bitter,  in  this  country,  over  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  we  should  adhere  to  the  League 
of  Nations  and  ratify  the  Peace  Treaty  of 
Versailles.  You  will  recall  that  it  did  not  be- 
come a  question  relative  to  its  justness  or  its 
good  provisions,  but  it  became  a  matter  of 
political  thought  and  upon  that  basis  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  refused  to  ratify  the 
Peace  Treaty  of  Versailles,  and  the  United 
States  remained  out  of  the  International  La- 
bor Organization  as  well  as  out  of  the  League 
of  Nations. 

However,  the  American  labor  movement  con- 
tinued to  insist  upon  our  country  becoming  a 
member  of  the  International  Labor  Organi- 
zation. We  watched  carefully  the  development 
of  this  Organization.  We  watched  its  work. 
We  saw  that  the  principles  enunciated  by  the 
great  Gompers  were  being  carried  out,  that  its 
constitution  was  being  faithfully  adhered  to, 
that  it  was  bringing  betterment  into  the  lives 
of  men  and  women,  especially  in  the  more 
backward  countries  of  the  world.  It  was  not 
until  1934,  when  that  great  humanitarian  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  Franklin  D.  Roose- 
velt, recommended  to  the  Congress  that  we 
join  the  International  Labor  Organization,  that 
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the  Congress  of  our  country  atloptcd  a  joint 
resolution  providing  for  oiu"  acliiercncc  to  tiiat 
organization.  So,  since  1934,  tlic  United  States 
has  been  a  part  of  the  International  Labor  Or- 
ganization, and  since  then  we  have  partici- 
pated in  the  workings  of  its  governing  body,  in 
the  workings  of  its  office,  and  at  its  annual 
conferences.  Today,  an  American,  the  ex-Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  the 
first  chairman  of  the  Social  Security  Board  of 
the  United  States,  is  the  director  of  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Organization,  and  many  Ameri- 
cans are  members   of   its   staff   in  Geneva. 

I  just  want  to  explain  briefly  to  you  how 
this  organization  functions  and  try,  in  a  few 
words,  to  give  you  a  picture  of  what  is  does. 
First,  there  is  a  governing  body.  Tiiat  is  the 
same  as  the  executive  board  of  a  trade  union. 
This  body  consists  of  thirty-two  members.  I 
told  you  at  the  outset  that  governments  pay  all 
of  the  expense  of  the  operation  of  this  institu- 
tion, and  it  is  considerable.  Of  these  thirty-two 
members  of  the  government  body,  sixteen  are 
representatives  of  governments.  Eight  of  these 
sixteen  come  from  the  eight  chief  industrial 
nations  of  the  world.  The  other  eight  are  se- 
lected by  the  otiicr  governments  represented  at 
a  conference  every  three  years. 

Then,  there  are  eight  representatives  of  emp- 
loyers who  are  selected  by  the  employers. 
There  are  eight  representatives  of  labor  who 
are  selected  by  the  representatives  of  labor. 

So,  there  you  have  thirty-two  people.  Emp- 
loyers sit  on  one  side,  labor  on  the  other,  and 
in  between  are  the  representatives  of  govern- 
ments. You  men  know  that  as  a  general  rule 
govermnents  are  not  proposing  questions  that 
will  tend  to  the  elevation,  the  uplifting  of  the 
standard  of  the  life  of  their  working  people, 
and  3'ou  know  from  actual  experience  that  emp- 
loj'ers  do  not  bring  to  you  improved  standards 
of  life  without  you  having  the  power,  through 
your  economic  strength,  to  demand  and  secure 
it. 

So  you  can  appreciate  the  fact  that  those 
eight  representatives  of  labor  are  the  ones  who 
make  the  proposals  to  bring  about  better 
standards  of  life  throughout  the  world.  From 
the  very  beginning  of  the  existence  of  this 
organization,  labor  has  been  striving  to  bring 
about  the  adoption  of  conventions,  as  they  are 
called,  seeking  this  improvement  in  standards. 
How  do  they  proceed?  Only  they  know  that 
a  certain  number  of  questions  can  be  con- 
sidered at  each  annual  Conference  of  the  Or- 
ganization. So  they  meet  and  they  discuss  and 


they  decide  upon  a  policy  to  i)ursue.  It  may 
be  like  what  took  place  at  the  first  Confer- 
ence that  was  held  in  the  United  States  in  1919. 
Their  first  proposal  was  for  the  establishment 
of  a  universal  forty-eight  hour  week  through- 
out the  world.  They  had  that  passed  at  the 
first  Conference  that  was  held  in  Washington 
and  that  was  presided  over  by  the  then  Secre- 
tary of  Labor,  the  late  William  B.  Wilson. 

Since  that  time,  up  to  date,  these  men  have 
striven,  they  have  worked,  and  they  have  se- 
cured the  passage  of  some  sixty-eight  different 
conventions  and  about  fifty-eight  recommenda- 
tions to  governments,  all  tending  towards  the 
improvement  of  the  standard  of  life. 

When  the  governing  body  decides  upon  mak- 
ing an  investigation  to  determine  the  feasibil- 
ity of  adopting  in  a  worldwide  way  a  change 
along  a  certain  line,  there  is  back  of  this  gov- 
erning body  what  is  known  as  the  International 
Labor  Office.  In  this  Ofifice  there  are  450 
people  employed.  They  are  not  members  of 
labor  unions,  except  they  have  a  trade  union 
of  their  own  in  the  Office  of  the  International 
Labor  Organization,  but  they  are  statisticians, 
they  are  economists  and  experts  in  their  line 
of  work.  When  the  government  body  decides 
upon  a  course  of  procedure,  the  Office  goes 
to  work  and  makes  a  thorough  investigation  of 
the  conditions  along  that  particular  line  in 
every  nation  of  the  world.  That  report  is  made 
and  submitted  to  the  governing  body. 

Thej',  then,  direct  the  Office  to  prepare  a 
copy  of  a  convention.  They  decide  that  this 
will  be  placed  on  the  agenda  for  the  succeed- 
ing annual  Conference  of  the  Organization. 
They  send  questionnaires  to  the  governments. 
They  ask  the  governments  what  will  be  their 
attitude  upon  a  question  such  as  this  to  be 
submitted,  how  they  feel  such  and  such  condi- 
tions should  prevail  in  this  convention,  and 
then,  when  they  have  the  reports  from  the  gov- 
ernments, they  proceed  to  draft  their  conven- 
tion and  they  submit  that  convention  to  an 
annual  Conference  of  the  Organization. 

When  the  annual  conference  meets  there 
come  to  that  conference  four  delegates  from 
each  country.  Two  of  them  are  representatives 
of  governments.  One  of  them  is  a  representa- 
tive of  labor,  and  one  is  a  representative  of 
employers.  So  j-ou  have  these  government  rep- 
resentatives, these  workers  and  these  employers' 
delegates.  Then  they  can  come  to  that  con- 
ference. Each  government  can  send  four  labor, 
four  government,  and  four  employers'  advisors 
and  experts  to  advise  the  delegates  on  the  dif- 
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ferent  subjects  that  arc  to  be  considered  by 
the  conference,  and  usually  tlierc  are  six  and 
not  more  than  seven  questions  on  the  agenda 
at  any  conference.  So  at  the  last  couple  of  con- 
ferences there  has  been  in  the  neighborhood 
of  500  representatives  attending  that  confer- 
ence. 

Understand,  they  come  from  the  difTerent 
countries  of  the  world.  Here  we  all  understand 
eacli  other.  We  can  hear  a  man  speak,  and 
we  don't  have  to  ask  somebody  what  he  is 
saying,  what  he  is  talking  about.  But  there  in 
this  great  international  conference  these  people 
come  from  all  of  the  countries.  They  speak  all 
of  the  difTerent  tongues,  so  that  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  affairs  of  international  rela- 
tions they  must  have  interpreters. 

So  if  I  sit  there  and  I  am  listening  to  a 
Chinese  speak  in  his  native  tongue,  somebody 
else  must  tell  me  what  he  says.  They  liave 
developed  this  thing  to  such  a  degree  that  I 
can  be  sitting  at  a  desk  and  I  can  put  on  a 
pair  of  ear  phones  and  I  can  turn  a  little  dial 
on  that  desk  and  can  get  the  immediate  trans- 
lation of  that  speech  in  any  language  that  T 
want  to  receive  it  in.  The  man  may  be  speaking 
Japanese,  he  may  be  speaking  Portuguese,  or 
Swedish,  or  German,  or  Italian,  or  any  other 
language.  If  I  want  to  hear  it  I  can  turn  that 
dial  and  I  get  an  immediate  translation  of  what 
he  is  saying. 

When  you  meet,  as  it  has  been  my  privilege 
to  meet,  all  of  the  difTerent  workers  coming 
from  the  difTerent  countries,  you  learn  very 
quickly  that  the  same  aspirations  that  animate 
the  minds  and  the  hearts  of  the  trade  unionists 
here,  likewise  animate  their  minds  and  their 
hearts.  They  all  seek,  they  all  strive,  and  they 
all  work  for  a  better  standard  of  life. 

So  the  International  Labor  Organization  con- 
stitution provides  amongst  other  things  that 
men  shall  have  the  right  of  free  association, 
meaning  that  they  shall  have  the  right  of 
organization.  You  men  recall,  at  least  I  do, 
when  men  didn't  have  the  right  of  free  asso- 
ciation in  the  United  States.  In  this  nation  of 
ours,  founded  upon  the  principle  of  liberty 
and  dedicated  upon  the  altar  of  justice,  labor 
in  America  had  to  fight  and  sacrifice  to  win 
the  right  of  organization.  .So  the  International 
Labor  Office  in  its  constitution  expresses  that 
men  shall  have  the  right  of  organization,  and 
the  office  sees  to  it  if  men  complain  that  gov- 
ernment's attention  is  directed  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  opposition  to  men  joining  labor  unions. 

So,  when  these  questions  come  before  this 


conference,  advisers  and  technical  experts  hclji 
labor,  help  employers,  and  help  governmeiii 
representatives,  all  of  them  are  submitted  It 
committees.  They  work  upon  this  partictilai 
problem  and  they  bring  it  back  to  the  con- 
vention or  to  the  conference,  as  it  is  called 
Then  there  is  a  discussion,  which  naturally 
lakes  place.  Sometimes  these  discussions  art 
protracted,  but  the  thing  that  impresses  me 
most  of  all  is  this :  That  upon  the  rostrum  there 
come  the  representatives  of  government,  pet- 
haps  complaining  about  provisions  in  a  con- 
vention that  would  go  too  far  in  improving 
standards  of  life.  It  may  be  an  employer  of 
labor  who  is  opposing  generally  the  entire  pro- 
posal. It  may  be  that  he  is  recounting  how 
wonderful  they  are  in  this  country  and  how 
they  give  to  the  workers  everything  they  want, 
but  then  there  can't  come  to  that  same  rostrum 
the  representatives  of  labor  and  tell  the  exact 
facts. 

However,  so  far  as  the  conferences  are  con- 
cerned, as  I  have  told  you,  there  have  been 
some  sixty-eight  conventions  adopted  that  have 
brought  hope  and  sunshine  into  the  lives  of 
people  where  darkness  and  misery  formerly 
prevailed,  such  as  the  progress  of  this  wonder- 
ful organization. 

They  deal  with  and  consider  the  same  iden- 
tical problems  that  are  considered  in  a  conven- 
tion of  an  International  Union,  the  same  prob- 
lems that  are  considered  in  the  conventions  of 
State  Federations  of  Labor,  in  local  central 
bodies  or  in  local  imions  —  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation, Unemployment  Insurance,  Old- Age 
Pensions,  Social  Securit\',  and  all  of  the  dif- 
ferent things  that  labor  through  all  of  its 
years  of  existence  has  been  striving  to  bring 
about  through  its  economic  and  its  political 
power  —  and  so  far  has  it  succeeded  that  gov- 
ernments who  gave  no  consideration  to  their 
workers  are  today  zealous  in  their  desire  to 
see  that  their  conditions  of  employment  are 
such  that  they  will  not  be  made  the  subject 
for  criticism  at  the  annual  conferences  of  the 
organization;  provisions  for  the  protection  of 
womanhood,  provisions  for  the  protection  of 
childhood,  provisions  for  the  protection  of 
men  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  safety 
provisions  in  building  trades  in  which  you  men 
are  so  vitally  concerned. 

George  Hicks  who  represents  the  British 
Building  Trades  recently  spent  two  or  three 
years,  several  weeks  each  year,  trying  to  work 
out  an  international  code  for  protection  and 
safety  appliances  for  building  trades  worker"; 
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You  men  here  in  America  vviio  work  on  l)uil(l- 
ings  and  in  buildings  see  the  method  of  tlic 
protection,  the  safetj'  ajjphaiices  around  l)uild- 
ings. 

1  wish  you  could  travel  llirougli  soinc  ut  l\iv 
countries  of  Europe  as  I  have  travelled  and 
see  the  kind  of  appliances  they  rig  up  for 
scaffolding  and  you  would  wonder  how  in  the 
name  of  God  men  could  work  upon  them  and 
escape  with  their  lives. 

That  is  just  one  tliiny  that  hrings  home  to 
you  men  the  necessity  not  only  here  in  America, 
but  to  bring  about  these  same  protective  stand- 
ards in  all  of  the  different  countries  of  the 
world,  and  that  is  what  the  International  Labor 
Organization  is  striving  for  —  betterment,  more 
betterment,  and  still  more  betterment  in  the 
lives  of  mankind. 

That  just  gives  you  a  little  glimpse,  just  a 
brief,  very  brief,  description  of  this  organi- 
zation. 

Prior  to  the  coming  into  being  of  these  dic- 
tators that  somehow  exist  in  some  of  the  na- 
tions of  the  world,  there  were  sixty-three 
nations  affiliated  with  the  International  Labor 
Organization.  Of  course,  Germanj'  was  the 
first  nation  to  withdraw.  She  was  followed 
by  Italy.  Then  when  they  made  the  pact  be- 
tween Germany  and  Italy  and  Japan,  Japan  just 
recently  withdrew  from  the  International  La- 
bor Office.  Then  Hitler  took  over  Austria,  and 
Austria  naturally  ceased  to  be  a  member  of 
the  International  Labor  Office.  Then  Germanj- 
destroyed  Czechoslovakia  and  the  Czechs,  that 
had  a  great  trade  union  movement,  no  longer 
had  an  affiliation  with  the  International  Labor 
Office.  Then  Italy  destroyed  Ethiopia,  so  Ethi- 
opia went  out. 

Now,  countries  have  withdrawn  from  the 
League  of  Nations,  but  no  country  that  has 
democracy  has  withdrawn  from  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Office. 

So,  I  have  mentioned  here  now  six  countries 
that  today  are  dominated  by  dictators,  who 
are  no  longer  in  the  International  Labor  Or- 
ijanization,  reducing  its  membership  down  to 
fifty-seven. 

A  war  prevails,  brought  about  not  because 
of  a  free  and  an  open  discussion  of  peoples, 
not  that  any  trade  unionist  could  arise  in  a 
meeting  of  his  union  and  protest  about  his 
government  entering  into  a  war,  but  by  the 
mere  statement  of  an  individual  the  world  is 
thrust  into  another  catastrophe. 


While  we  here  today  may  think  that  we  are 
secure  in  our  liberties,  we  must  recall  that  only 
a  few  brief  years  ago  Germany  had  a  trade 
union  movement  that  was  not  excelled  by  any 
trade  union  movement  in  any  country  of  the 
world.  Italy  had  several  trade  union  move- 
ments, which  at  least  had  the  right  of  organi- 
zation. That  right  has  gone.  Those  organiza- 
tions have  been  destroyed.  There  is  no  free 
speech  and  there  is  no  opportunity  of  free  as- 
sociation. There  is  no  trade  union  movement. 
One  man  says  what  shall  be  done. 

Here  in  the  United  States  we  have  liberty. 
We  have  freedom.  We  have  opportunity  of  free 
association.  We  can  meet  and  we  can  criticize, 
or  we  can  praise,  as  we  choose,  those  who  have 
been  selected  to  serve  us.  The  liberty  we  enjoy 
today  is  not  the  result  of  what  we  ourselves 
did,  but  it  is  the  result  of  the  sacrifices  and 
the  efforts  that  have  been  made  by  men  and 
women  who  have  preceded  us  by  many  years. 
But  as  we  came  into  the  world  and  enjoyed 
this  freedom,  our  children  and  their  children 
will  continue  to  come  into  the  world,  and  we 
must  do  our  part  to  maintain  the  democracy 
that  we  now  enjoy  so  that  future  generations 
in  America  will  continue  to  enjoy  it. 

We  cannot  say  that  this  is  secure.  W^e  must 
be  everlastingly  on  guard  to  see  that  our  rights 
are  protected,  and  there  is  no  power  so  influ- 
ential in  this  direction  as  our  trade  union  move- 
ment. It  was  influential  in  Germany  and  Italy 
until  it  was  destroyed  at  the  behest  of  dictators, 
and  so  today,  speaking  to  fellow  trade  union- 
ists, to  fellow  Americans  and  representatives 
from  Canada,  I  sa\'  to  you  men  here  that  you 
must  be  on  guard  and  you  must  be  prepared 
to  protect  these  things  that  were  handed  down 
to  you  by  tlie  fathers.  While  the  great  Inter- 
national Labor  Organization  is  striving  for  the 
establishment  of  social  justice  throughout  the 
world,  recognizing  as  it  does  that  world  peace 
can  only  be  maintained  by  the  establishment 
of  social  justice,  there  is  no  power  so  strong 
as  the  trade  union  movement  to  carry  forward 
that  great  principle  to  the  end  that  justice, 
social  justice,  shall  come  to  all  of  the  people 
of  all  the  word  in  all  its  fullness. 

So  today  I  want  to  wish  for  this  great  In- 
ternational Union  of  Lathers  continued  suc- 
ces  in  the  noble  work  in  which  you  are  en- 
gaged, and  I  wish  God-speed  for  this  conven- 
tion, with  the  earnest  hope  that  jour  delibera- 
tions here  today  and  during  this  week  will  not 
only  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  Lathers  In- 
ternational   Union,    but    that    it    shall    be  nf 
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benefit  to  all  oi  tlic  workers  ot  all  of  our  great 
country.  God  speed  to  you  in  the  noble  work 
in  which  you  are  engaged. 

(The   delegates  arose  and  applauded). 

I'RRSIIDENT  AIcSORLl-.Y:  I  want  to  say, 
Brothers,  that  on  behalf  of  our  convention 
I  want  to  thank  Commissioner  Wilson  for 
coming  here  and  delivering  his  wonderful  ad- 
dress. I  know  it  will  be  thoroughly  appreciated 
not  only  by  the  delegates,  hut  by  our  member- 
ship in  general.  I  want  to  tliank  you.  (Ap- 
plause). 

Are  there  any  furtluT  (  oniniittee  reports  to 
be  presented?  Arc  there  an\  announcements  to 
be  made? 

(  Announcements. ) 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  In  order 
to  facilitate  the  activities  of  this  convention,  I 
would  like  to  offer  a  motion  that  we  dispense 
with  the  roll  call  at  future  sessions. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  is  regularly 
moved  and  seconded  that  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  business  of  the  convention  at  future  ses- 
sions we  dispense  with  the  roll  call.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  >ou  ready  for  the 
question  ? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  AlcSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye" ;  contrary.  The  "Aj'cs"  have  it  and  it  is 
so  ordered. 

Are  there  any  further  committee  reports  or 
any  further  announcements  ? 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  I  will 
make  a  partial  report  for  the  Organization 
Committee.  We  recommend  that  this  conven- 
tion go  on  record  for  the  organization  of  a 
Women's  Auxiliary  by  the  local  unions  afl'iliated 
with  our  International  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
thering the  campaign  for  the  purchase  of  union- 
made  goods  and  to  further  the  principles  and 
objectives  and  purposes  of  our  International 
Union  and  the  trade  union  movement  as  a 
whole. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Have  you 
got  that  reduced  to  writing? 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  Yes, 
we  have  it. 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  right, 
sir,  then  make  it  in  writing.  Brother  Frank. 
We  can't  accept  any  speeches  as  resolutions 
or  motions. 

Are  there  any  further  announcements? 

DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-State  Coun- 
cil) :  I  would  just  like  to  say  a  few  words, 
Mr.  Chairman.  1  think  that  probably  the  major- 
ity of  the  delegates  here  can  verify  as  to 
the  past  conventions.  I  know  that  this  hap- 
l)cns  to  be  my  first  convention,  but  1  have 
been  led  to  believe,  and  the  majority  of  the 
men  in  the  various  organizations  throughout 
the  country  feel,  that  conventions  are  just 
get-togethers  for  the  men  in  general  and 
that  they  have  a  good  time. 

So  far,  my  conception  has  not  been  that, 
although  I  have  been  led  to  believe  that. 
I  can  see  up  to  the  present  time  that  the 
members  have  been  conducting  themselves 
very  nicely.  I  sincerely  hope  for  the  rest  of 
this  convention  that  in  all  the  good  times  we 
will  have  we  will  have  as  sober  a  crowd 
as  we  have  had  at  these  last  two  meetings 
and  this  will  continue  for  the  entire  con- 
vention while  it  is  here.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  want  to 
say  for  the  benefit  of  the  brother  that  the 
conventions  are  always  a  sober  crowd. 
(Laughter  and  applause). 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  Local  42): 
As  there  seems  to  be  no  further  business 
ready  for  the  convention,  I  move  that  we 
adjourn  until  ten  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  AlcSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  con- 
vention now  stand  adjourned  until  ten 
o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

Before  putting  that  motion,  I  want  to 
again  remind  the  brothers  about  the  limit 
on  the  introduction  of  resolutions.  Get  your 
resolutions  drawn  up  and  get  them  in  to  the 
Secretary's  office  before  tomorrow  night  at 
si.x  o'clock. 

All  those  in  favor  of  adjourning  now  will 
signify  by  saying,  "Aye",  contrary,  "No." 
The  meeting  is  adjourned. 

(The  meeting  thereupon  adjourned  at  four- 
fifteen  o'clock). 


Report  of  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer 
To  Our  18th  Convention 

Delegates  to  Our  IStli  Ooiivoutioii  and  Members  of 

The  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

Greetings; 

I  hereby  present  my  report  to  our  18th  Convention,  tor  your  consideration.  This 
covers  all  finivncial  transactions  of  our  or.e;anization  duriuR  the  past  three  fiscal  years, 
beginning  with  September  1,  1936  and  ending  August  31,  1939,  as  vfeW  as  a  complete 
summary  on  the  activities  of  our  members  and  local  unions  during  these  past  three 
fiscal  years. 

Included  in  my  report  are  all  financial  transactions  of  our  organization  during  this 
three-year  period,  audited  annually  by  a  certified  public  accountant,  and  a  recapitulation 
of  his  findings,  together  with  his  certified  statement,  which  follow: 


THEO.  W.  KEARINS 

Certified  Public  Accountant  (Ind.) 
1105  Marshall  Building 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

September  2,  1939. 

Mr.  Wm.  J.  McSorley,  General  President, 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  Internation- 
al Union, 
Lathers'  Building, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir: 

Pursuant  to  engagement  by  you,  I  have 
audited  the  accounts  of  the  General  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer for  the  period  beginning 
September  1st,  1938  and  ended  August  31, 
1939,  and  herewith  present  my  report.  All 
receipts  of  funds  were  traced  into  the  vari- 
ous bank  accounts  and  were  found  to  be 
properly  accounted  for  and  in  the  proper 
fund.  The  disbursements  of  funds  were 
all  substantiated  by  satisfactory  vouchers 
and,  in  my  opinion  were  proper  expendi- 
tures of  the  respective  funds  under  the 
Jaws  of  the  Union. 

The  item  "Notes  Receivable"  listed  among 
the  current  assets  of  the  Administrative 
Account  are  three  notes,  due  monthly,  of 
equal  amount  remaining  unpaid  and  were 
acquired  in  the  settlement  of  the  savings 
account  in  The  United  Savings  and  Loan 
Co.  (formerly  Federation  Savings  and  Loan 


Co.).  TWis  settlement  was  effected  under 
the  authority  of  the  Executive  Council, 
Case  No.  14,  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  De- 
cember 5th  to  9th,  1938. 

Your  auditor  wishes  to  express  his  appre- 
ciation to  Mr.  Terry  Ford  and  his  assist- 
ants for  their  courtesy  and  help  in  furnish- 
ing all  books,  vouchers  and  other  records 
and  otherwise  facilitating  the  audit. 


CERTIFICATE 

I  HEREBY  CERTIFY  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  following  statements  correctly  exhibit 
respectively,  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  funds  for  the  period  from  September  1, 
1938,  to  August  31,  1939,  and  summaries  of 
such  receipts  and  expenditures  from  Sep- 
tember 1st,  1936  to  August  31st,  1939,  and 
the  financial  condition  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union  at 
August  31,  1939. 

(Signed)  THEODORE  W.  KEARINS, 
Certified  Public  Accountant, 


65 


THE  LATHER 


RECAPITULATION 
AD.MLMSTRATIV  E  ACCOUNT 

September  1.  1936  to  August  31.  1937 

Balance  as  per  audit,  August  31.  193B   $  74,895.10 

RECEIPTS 

Current  tax   $  71,229.07 

Executive  board  fund    2,828.60 

Enrollments    1,048.00 

Back  tax  and  reinstatements   32,458.07 

Transfer  indebtedness    9,283.12 

Supplies    4,656.64 

Advertising  and  subscriptions  to  "The  Lather"   2,639.11 

Premium  on  bonds    313.75 

Fines  and  assessments   198.50 

Dividend  on  stock — Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Co..  .  .  180.00 

Miscellaneous    74.49 

$124,909.35 

Less — deduction  for  payments  made  out  of  credits  and 

transfer  indebtedness    7,302.21 

Total  Receipts    117,607.14 


Total    $192,502.24 

DISBURSEMENTS 

General  President — Salary    9,500.00 

lieneral  President — Traveling  expenses    3,636.67 

General  Secretary-Treasurer — Salary    7,125.00 

General  iSecretary-Treasurer — Traveling  expenses  .  .    .  .  1,150.00 

Office  force   10,555.50 

Office  equipment  and  supplies    1,387.70 

Supplies  for  locals    4,449.52 

Funeral  beneHts  paid   31,1955.72 

Organizing    605.69 

Postage  and  express    768.94 

Telephone  and  telegraph    459.38 

Tax  to  affiliated  organizations   2,046.00 

Delegates  to  APL  and  Building  Trades  conventions.  .  .  .  2,421.10 

Printing  and  distribution  of  "The  Lather"   7,771.81 

Premium  on  bonds    490.65 

Refund  of  amount  held  in  escow— 

George  T.  Moore  vs.  Local  74  Appeal   675.00 

Refund  of  fines    163.20 

Convention  expenses    3,848.05 

Transferred  to  "Building  Fund"   4,300.00 

Attorney  fee    2,000.00 

Auditor's  fee    450.00 

Payment  an  loan — Central  National  Bank   2,000.00 

Interest  on  loan — Central  National  Bank   37.92 

Social  Security  taxes   127.66 

Refund  oi  Charter  fee   27.50 
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Miscellaneous    79.38 


Total  Disbursements    98,032.39 

Balance  on  hand,  August  31,  1937    94,469.85 

RiDPRESEiNTED  BY 
Central   National    Bank,   Cleveland    Ohio,  Commercial 

Account  balance  as  per  ibank  statement   29,746.94 

Less  Outstanding  checks    2,436.35 


27,310.59 

Add  Deposit  credited  by  bank  September  3,  1937    1.08/9.90 


28,400.49 

Central  National  Bank — Savings  Account   86.56 

Petty  Cash  fund  on  hand   241.20 

Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Co.  Stock   12,000.00 

Savings  Accounts  in  closed  banks: 

United  Savings  and  Loan  Co.    14,239.38 

Standard  Trust  Bank     29,034.44 

Equity  in  The  Standard  Trust  Bank,  Savings  & 

Commercial  account       .    10,467.78 


53,741.60 

Total    94,469.86 

ORGANIZING  FUND 
RECEIPTS 

Assessments  Jan.  1,  1937  to  August  31.  1937   12,585.75 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Paid  to  Organizers  (detail  published  monthly  in 

The  Lather)    3,802.80 

Bank  Service  Charges   1.20 


Total  Disbursements    3,804.00 

Balance  on  hand.  August  31.  1937   8,781.75 

RIEiPR(ESE!NTE.D  BY 
Cleveland  Trust  Co.  Commercial  Account 

Balance  as  per  statement    7,692.65 

Deposit  credited  in  September    1,654.30 


9,346.95 

Less  Outstanding  checks   565.20 

8,781.75 

BUILDING  ACCOUNT 

Balance  as  per  audit,  August  31,  1936    213.90 

RECEIPTS 

Rents    1,945.00 

Transferred  from  Administrative  Account    4,300.00 


Total  Receipts    6,245.00 

Total    6,458.90 
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DISBURSEMiEiNTS 

Heat    897.80 

Light    131.33 

Window  cleaning    138.75 

Janitor  supplies    35.13 

Janitor  service    1,463.43 

Maintenance  and  repairs    108. 2|9 

Taxes    2,837.63 

Water    33.74 

Insurance    594.89 

Miscellaneous   55.73 

Total  Disbursements    6,296.72 


Balance,  August  31,  1937    162.18 


REPRESENTED  BY 
The  Cleveland  Trust  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Commercial 

account  balance  as  per  bank  statement   189.81 

Less  Outstanding  checks   37.75 

152.06 

The  Cleveland  Trust  Co.  Savings  account   10.12 

Total   162.18 


RESUME 

Administrative  Account  balance  $  94,469.85 

Organizing  Account  balance    8,781.75 

Building  Account  balance   162.18 

Tetal  Current  Assets   103,413.78 

Land  and  buildings — at  cost    162,210.01 

Office  furniture  and  equipment    3,652.01 

Office  supplies    451.91 

Local  supplies    3,527.40 

Building  equipment  and  janitor's  supplies   96.15 


$273,351.26 

RECAPITULATION 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ACCOUNT 
September  1,  1937  to  August  31,  1938 

Balance  as  per  audit,  August  31,  1937    $  94,469.85 

RECEIPTS 

Current  tax   $  76,449.61 

Executive  board  fund   4,025.90 

Organization  assessment    20,128.75 

Enrollments    1,065.00 

Back  tax  and  reinstatements    16,171.80 

Transfer  indebtedness    6,161.17 

Supplies    3,327.35 

Advertising  and  subscriptions  to  "The  Lather"   3,287.30 

Premium  on  bonds   410.75 
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Fines  and  assessments   340.50 

Dividend  on  stock — Union  Labor  lAte  Insurance  Co   180.00 

Overpayments  lield  for  credit  of  local  unions   984.24 

Interest    59.23 

Miscellaneous    55.62 


Total  Receipts   

Total   

DISBURISEMBNTS 

General  President — ^Salary    10,000.00 

General  President — Traveling  expenses   4,950.00 

General  Secretary-Treasurer — Salary    7,500.00 

General  Secretary-Treasurer — Traveling  Expenses  ....  1,360.00 

Salaries  of  office  force   ,   11,206.60 

Office  equipment  and  supplies   1,021.26 

Supplies  for  locals    2,543.52 

Funeral  benefits  paid    26,009.37 

Transferred  to  Organizing  Fund — as  per 

receipts   $  20,128.75 

Transferred  to  Organizing  Fund — 

Balance  from  previous  year....,             5.25  20,134.00 


Postage  and  express    732.63 

Telephone  and  telegraph    519.68 

Tax  to  affiliated  organizations    2,774.00 

Delegates  to  A.  F.  L.  and  Building  Trades  conventions  3,060.80 

Printing  and  distribution  of  "The  Lather"   8,679.59 

Premium  on  bonds   i   480.00 

Refund  of  fines    223.00 

Transferred  to  Building  Fund    4,800.00 

Social  Security  taxes   160.21 

Unemployment  Compensation  tax    1,215.03 

Floral  tributes   52.69 

Transferred  to  Executive  IBoard 

Fund — Balance  previous  year.  .  .  .  2,828.60 
Transferred  to  Executive  Board  Fund — 

Current  year                                        4,028.05  6,856.65 


Miscellaneous    142.85 


Total  Disbursements   

Balance,  August  31,  1938   ,, 

REPRESENTED  BY 
Central  National  Bank,   Cleveland,  Ohio,  Commercial 


Account  balance  as  per  bank  statement  $  29,342.86 

Less — Outstanding  checks    2,535.78 


26,807.08 

Add — August  receipts  deposited  in  Sept.,  1(9>38   2,808.25 
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Brought  forward  from  page  69   29,615.33 

Petty  cash  fund  on  hand    354.38 

Savings  Accounts: 

Central  National  Bank,  Cleveland,  Ohio   87.66 

National  City  Bank,  Cleveland,  Ohio    20,058.13 

Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Co.  Stock   12.000.00 

Accounts  in  closed  banks: 

United  Savings  &  Loan  Co   14,239.38 

Equity  in  The  Standard  Trust,  Savings  &  Commer- 
cial accounts    36,340.31  50,579.69 


Total    $112,695.19 


Net    47.78 

Unemployment  Compensation    162.33 


REPRIESELNTBD  BY 
Cleveland  Trust  Company  Commercial  Account: 

Balance  as  per  statement    5,716.28 

Deposit  credited  in  September,  1938   1,601.50 


7,317.78 

Less — Outstanding  checks    1,388.31 

EXECUTIVE  BOARD  FUND 

RECEIPTS 
Transferred  from  Administrative  Fund: 

Receipts  from  Jan.  1,  1937  to  Aug.  31,  1937   $  2,828.60 

Current  year  assessments    4,028.05 


ORGANIZING  FUND 

Balance  as  per  audit,  August  31,  1937    $  8,781.76 

RECEIPTS 

Assessments  during  year  i$  20,128.75 

Balance  from  Administrative  fund,  previous  year   5.25 


Total  Receipts    20,134.00 


Total    $  28,915.75 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Total  spent  for  organizing   (detail  published  monthly 

in  The  Lather   $  22,776.17 

Social  Security  taxes.  Old  Age  Benefits  185.38 
Less — Employees  share    137.60 


Total  Disbursements    22,986.28 


Balance  on  hand,  August  31,  1938   5,929.47 


5,929.47 


Total  Receipts    $  6.856.65 

DISBURSIEMENTS 

Expense  of  meeting  Nov.  2)9  to  Dec.  7,  1937  $  2,689.66 

(details  published  in  Jan.,  '38  issue 
of  The  Lather) 
Social  Security  Taxes,  Old  Age  Benefits  23.92 

Less — 'Employees'  share   .  11.'96 

  11.96 
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Unemployment  Compensation    23.92 

Total  Disbursements    %  2.725.54 

Balance,  August  31.  1938    4.131.11 

REPRESENTED  BY 
Central  National  Banli,  Commercial  Account: 

Balance  as  per  bajik  statement   3,810.81 

Deposit  of  August  receipts  credited  in  Sept.,  1938  320.30 

Total    4,131.11 

BUILDING  FUND 

Balance  as  per  audit,  August  31.  1937   %  162.18 

RECEIPTS 

Rents  received    1,663.67 

Transferred  from  Administrative  F^ind    4,800.00 

Total    Receipts    6,463.57 

Total    6,625.75 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Heat   $  1.064.46 

Light   155.16 

Window  cleaning    180.00 

Janitor  supplies    25.96 

Janitor  service   1,608.18 

Maintenance  and  repairs   472.41 

Taxes    2.554.50 

Water    32.21 

Insurance    71.82 

Commission  for  renting  store   150.00 

Social  Security  taxes    77.66 

Total  Disbursements    6,392.36 

Balance.  August  31,  1938    233.39 

REPRESENTED  BY 
The  Cleveland  Trust  Co.  Commercial  Account: 

Balance  as  per  statement   225.27 

Less — Outstanding   check   2.00 

223.27 

The  Cleveland  Trust  Co.  Savings  Account   10.12 

233.89 

RESUME 

Administrative  Account  balance  $112,695.19 

Organizing  Account  balance    5,9219.47 

Executive  Board  Account  balance    4,131.11 

Building  Account  balance    233.39 
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Total  Current  Assets   .$122,98'9.16 

Land  and  buildings — at  cost   162,210.01 

Office  furniture  and  equipment   3,495.11 

Office  supplies    568.91 

Local  supplies    3,924.80 

Building  equipment  and  janitor's  supplies   102.21 


Total  Assets   $293,290.20 


RECAPITULATION 
ADMINISTRATIVE  ACCOUNT 
September  1.  1938  to- August  31.  1939 

Balance  as  per  audit,  August  31,  1938        $112,695.19 

RECEIPTS 

Current  Tax                                                                                   $  95,785.13 

Executive  Board  Fund     _      5,052.80 

Organizing  Assessment     _      25,263.75 

Enrollment  Fees           954.00 

Back  Tax  and  Reinstatements   23,589.60 

Transfer  Indebtedness     10,142.58 

Supplies   _      4,133.46 

The  Lather — Advertisements  and  Subscriptions     2,805.32 

Premium  on  Bonds          816.75 

Fines  and  Assessments        398.25 

Dividend  on  Stock — Union  Labor  Life  Ins.  Co  _    300.00 

Interest  on  Savings  Accounts     195.48 

Miscellaneous     _    140.80 


$169,577.92 

Less — Deduction    for    payments    made   out    of    Credits  and 

Transfer  Indebtedness    .   15,651.71 


Total  Receipts     _    153,926.21 


Total       $266,621.40 

DISBURSEMENTS 

General  President— Salary  less  Soc.  Sec.  Tax   $  9,970.00 

General  President — Traveling  Expenses      5,825.00 

Gen.  Secretary-Treasurer — Salary  less  Soc.  Sec.  Tax    7,470.00 

Gen.  Secretary-Treasurer — Traveling  expenses   _  1,620.00 

Salaries  of  Office  Force  less  Soc.  Sec.  Tax    11,596.34 

Office  Equipment  and  Supplies  _  _  897.97 

Supplies  for  Locals  —    _    1,076.58 

Funeral   Benefits   Paid       36,685.71 

Transferred  to  Executive  Board  Fund    5,052.80 

Transferred  to  Organizing  Fund  _  _   25,263.75 

Postage  and   Express  _..  _  —  -    _  875.97 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  —    _   662.47 

Tax  to  Affiliated  Organizations  _    _  2,771.00 

Delegates  to  A.  F.  of  L.  and  Bldg.  Trades  Conventions   3,230.78 

The  Lather— Printing  and  Distribution   9,242.89 

Premium  on  Bonds   —      735.00 

Refunds  of  Fines  Appealed   237.50 

Fines  Forwarded  to  West  Penn  D.  C   189.00 
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Tnmsfened  to  Buildinp  Fund    5,300.00 

Social  Security  Taxes — 

Old  Age  Benefit  Tax    _   226.44 

UiiPiTiployniont  Comp.  Contribution    902.43 

Floral  Tributes  _    _   80.46 

Convention  Expense   _    414.19 

Miscellaneous   —  _  _  _  _   228.75 


$130,555.03 

Add — Loss  on  Settlement  of  Claim  Against  United  Savings  and 

Loan  Co.  as  Authorized  by  Executive  Council,  12/9/38    5,239.38 


Total  Disbursements   135,794.41 


Balance,  August  31,  1939   _   $130,826.99 

REPRESENTED  BY 
Central  National  Bank,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Commercial  Account 

Balance  as  per  Bank  Statement    _          $  58,556.75 

Less — Outstanding  Checks  _     3,971.43 


$  54,585.32 

Add— August  Receipts  Deposited  9/1/39  :    -  1,519.53 


$  56,104.85 

Petty  Cash  Fund  on  Hand    _  _  _   j.   202.47 

Savings  Accounts: 

Cleveland  Trust  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio    7,020.18 

Central  National  Bank,  Cleveland,  Ohio     88.20 

National  City  Bank    _    20,232.87 

  27,341.25 

Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Co.,  Stock  _    12,000.00 

Notes  Receivable    _  J.      2,000.02 

Equity  in  The  Standard  Trust  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Savings 

and  Commercial  Accounts     33.178.40 


Total  _    $130,826.99 

ORGANIZING  FUND 

Balance  as  per  Audit,  August  31,  1938  ..  _  _  $  5,929.47 

RECEIPTS 

Assessments  Collected  During  Year  _  _    25,263.75 


Total   -      _  $  31,193.22 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Total   spent   for    Organizing    (detail    published    monthly  in 

The  Lather)   _  _  _  _  _  _  „  $  28,306.09 

Social  Security  Taxes       725.33 


Total  Disbursements  ^   $  29,031.42 


Balance  August  31,  1939     _  _   2,161.80 

REPRESENTED  BY 
The  Cleveland  Trust  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Commercial  Account 

as  per  Statement      $  404.22 
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/(/(/— August  Receipts  Deposited  9/1/39    2,256.75 


2.660.97 

l.rss — Outstanding  Checks   „   499.17 


2.161.80 

EXECUTIVE  BOARD  FUND 

Balance  as  per  Audit  August  31.  1938  .        $  4,131.11 

RECEIPTS 

Current  Year  Assessments   $  5,052.80 

Total  „    -   9,183.91 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Kxpense  of  Meeting  December  5  to  9,  1938,  inclusive  (detail 

published  in  Jan.  '39  issue  of  The  Lather)...-  $  1,989.84 

Social  Security  Taxes   39.42 


Total  Disbursements    2,029.26 

Balance  August  31,  1939  _   7.154.65 

REPRESENTED  BY 
Central  National  Bank,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Commeicial  Account 

Balance  per  Statement   _  $  6,703.30 

Jrfrf— August  Receipts  Deposited  9/1/39    451.35 


7,154.65 

BUILDING  FUND 

Balance  as  per  Audit.  August  31,  1938   $  233.39 

RECEIPTS 

Rents  Received    $  2.955.34 

Transferred  from  Administrative  Fund  5,300.00 


Total  Receipts     _   8,255.34 

Total        8,488.73 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Heat   .V-  _  $  953.21 

Light    _   147.59 

Window  Cleaning  _  _  _   177.54 

Janitor  Supplies  _   15.61 

Janitor  Service  _   1,632.03 

Maintenance  and  Repairs     _   90.33 

Real  Estate  Taxes  to  1/1/39  _   4,567.27 

Water      37.15 

Insurance    „   93.63 

Social  Security  Taxes   79.57 


Total   Disbursements...       7,793.93 

Balance  August  31,  1939      694.80 

REPRESENTED  BY 
The  Cleveland  Trust  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Commercial  Account 

per  Bank  Statement     $  734.68 
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Less — OutstandinR  Chock   50.00 


684.68 

The  Cleveland  Trust  Co.,  Clevelaiul,  Ohio,  Savings  Account  10.12 


Total    694.80 


ORGANIZING  FUND 

RBCIBIPTS 

January  1,  1937,  to  August  31,  1937  $  12.585.75 

September  1,  1937  to  August  31,  1938   20,134.00 

September  1.  1938  to  August  3'1,  1939   25,263.75 


SUMMARY 

September  1,  1936  to  August  31,  1939 
ADMINISTRATIVE  ACCOUNT 

Balance.  August  31.  1936    $  74,895.10 

REIOEIPTS 

September  1,  1936  to  August  31,  1937  $117,607.14 

September  1,  li937  to  August  31.  1938   132,647.22 

September  1,  1938  to  August  31,  1939   153,926.21 


Total  Receipts    404,180.57 


Total    $479,075.67 

DISBURSEJMBNTS 

September  1,  1936  to  August  31,  1937  %  98.032.39 

September  1,  1937  to  August  31,  1938    114,421.88 

September  1,  1938  to  August  31.  1939   130,555.03 


Total  Disbursements   $343,009.30 

Add — Loss  on  settlement  of  account  in  United  Savings 
&  Loan  Co.  as  authorized  by  International 
Executive  Council.  12/9/38    5,239.38 

Total    348,248.68 


Balance.  August  31.  1939   •.  .  .  .  $130,826.99 


Total  Receipts    $  57,983.50 

DISiBURSrBMIENTS 

January  1,  11937  to  August  31,  1937   3.804.00 

September  1,  1937  to  August  31,  1938   22,986.28 

September  1,  1938  to  August  31.  1939   29,031.42 


Total  Disbursements    $  55,821.70 


Balance  August  31,  1939 


$  2.161.80 
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EXECUTIVE  BOARD  FUND 

'RIECEIPTS 

January  1,  1937  to  August  31,  1937  $  2,828.60 

September  1,  1937  to  August  31,  1938    4.028.05 

September  1,  1938  to  August  31,  1939    5,052.80 


Total  Receipts    $  11.909.45 

DI8BURSEM/HNTS 

January  1,  1937  to  August  31,  1938    2.725.54 

September  1,  1938  to  August  31,  1939   2,029.26 


Total  Disbursements    4,754.80 


Balance  August  31,  1939    $  7,154.65 


BUILDING  FUND 

Balance  August  31,  1936    $.  213.90 

RECEIPTS 

September  1,  1936  to  August  31,  11937  $  6,245.00 

September  1,1937  to  August  31,  1938   6,463.57 

September  1,  1938  to  August  31,  1939    8,255.34 


Total  Receipts    20,963.91 


Tola!    $  21.177.81 

DISBURSEMEINTIS 

September  1,  19,36  to  August  31,  1937   6,296.72' 

September  1,  1937  to  August  31,  1938   6,392.36 

September  1,  1938- to  August  31,  1939   7,793.93 


Total  Disbursements    20,483.01 


Balance  August  31,  1939    $  694.80 


RESUME 


Administrative  Account  balance  $130,826.99 

Organizing  Account  balance   »  .  .  .  2,161.80 

Executive  Board  Account  balance    7,154.65 

Building  Account  balance   694.80 


Total  Current  Assets  $140,838.24 

Land  and  Buildings — at  cost   $162,210.01 

Office  furniture  and  equipment   3,243.83 

Office  supplies    395.32 

Local  supplies    3,605.82 

Building  equipment  and  janitor  supplies   141.41 


Total  Assets   $310,434.63 
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FUNERAL  BENEFITS 

Funeral  benefits  have  been  paid  out  dur- 
ing the  past  three  fiscal  years  as  shown  in 
the  following  table: 


Number  of  Amount- 
Claims  Paid    ing  to 


38th  fiscal  year 

46  at  $500.00— $23,000.00 
14  at  300.00—  4,200.00 
200.00— 
100.00— 
50.00— 


3  at 
8  at 
2  at 


balance  of 
claim  partly 
paid  last 

fiscal  year.. 


600.00 
800.00 
100.00 
488.00 
469.40 
459.50 
458.27 
361.50 
309.05 
281.75 
166.00 
163.50 
90.00 


8.76—83      $  31,955.72 


39th  fiscal  year 

35  at  $500.00— $17,500.00 
13  at    300.00—  3,900.00 
3  at    200.00—  600.00 
12  at    100.00—  1,200.00 
2  at     50.00—  100.00 
400.07 
380,90 
344.96 
334.52 
301.90 
155.04 
99.93 
57.00 

410.00 

225.05—75     $  26.009.37 


bal.  on  1936- 
37  benefit — 
1  bal.  on  1936- 
37  benefit — 


40th  fiscal  year 

51  at  $500.00— $25,500.00 


10  at  300.00— 

7  at  200.00— 

14  at  100.00— 

2  at  50.00— 


3,000.00 
1,400.00 
1,400.00 
100.00 
485.00 


482.03 
474.75 
470.65 
470.00 
449.86 
416.13 
400.00 
374.80 
367.51 
301.10 
281.50 
203.90 
108.48— '98 


$  36,685.71 


Total   claims  paid  the 
past  3  fiscal  years    256 


$  94,650.80 

•Actually  132  deaths  were  reported  during 
the  fiscal  year  just  concluded,  but  34  of  these 
brothers  who  died  did  not  rate  any  beneifits, 
as  I  will  explain;  29  died  while  out  on  with- 
drawal card,  resignation  certificate,  etc.  and 
5  were  in  good  standing,  but  their  continuous 
good  standing  was  insufficient  to  warrant 
payment  of  any  benefit. 


The  number  of  members  who  died  In 
good  standing,  their  average  age  at 
death,  the  average  membership  for  each 
fiscal  year  and  the  percentage  of  deaths  in 
each  1,000  members  beginning  with  the  year 
1904  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 

Fiscal  Average    Average  Percentage 

Year  No.  of  Age  at  Member-  of  Deaths 
Ended    DeathH    Death  ship         Per  1,000 

1904   31  43.73  3,892  8.2 

1905   22  42.50  3,638  6.05 

1906    50  45.66  4,467  11.19 

1907   74  41.89  5,558  13.31 

1908 70  40.79  5,423  12.9 

1909 56  44.48  5,137  10.9 

1910  .   51  43.17  5,791  8.8 

1911-   62  44.15  5,811  10.67 

1912   55  43.43  5,966  9.22 

1913   60  41.71  6,544  9.17 

1914   71  44.29  6,669  10.65 

1915    65  46.49  6,154  10.56 

1916   57  46.84  5,960  9.40 

1917   67  48.20  6,242  10.25 

1918   49  48.63  4,816  10.17 

1919   76  50.69  4,425  11.98 

1920  _  60  49.80  6,581  9.11 

1921    58  48.82  6,387  9.08 

1922   69  51.08  6,528  10.57 

1923   101  50.33  8,187  11.11 

1924   88  48.44  10,108  8.7 

1925  „  96  49.35  11,215  8.51 

.1926   141  49.11  12.726  11.08 
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For  purposes  of  comparison.  I  refer  you 
to  the  following  table  of  total  funeral  bene- 
fits paid  by  our  International  Union  each 
fiscal  year,  since  record  of  such  payments 
has  been  kept: 


Kiidett 

Sept.  1902 .._ 

Sept.  1903  

Sept.  1904  .„ 
Sept.  1905  .... 
Sept.  1906 .... 

Sept.  1907  

Sept.  1908 
Aug.  1909  .... 
Aug.  1910.-.. 
Aug.  1911  — 

1912  .... 

1913  .... 


Funeral  Benefit  Paid 
Bach  Fiscal  Year 

 $  1,700.00 

   3,200.00 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 


     5.495.00 

   2.300.00 

   3.700.00 

     5,233.40 

   5,950.00 

     3.648.50 

   4.211.80 

   5,900.00 

 _    5,300.00 

    5,450.00 

1914  _   6,530.70 


1915  

1916   

1917  

1918  _  

1919   


Aug.  1920 
Aug.  1921 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 


1922 
1923 


6,683.00 
4,994.15 
6,100.00 
4,512.50 
4,799.60 
5,200.00 
6,600.00 
9,389.50 
16,050.00 


1924      _  _  12,150.00 

1925     16,891.90 

1926   -  _..  23,260.00 

1927   „      25,715.55 

1928       32,246.95 

1929        30,258.75 

1930      29,423.65 

1931   „_  _.  29,863.00 

1932        35,797.25 

1933  _      17,252.58 

1934  „   10,141.00 

1935  „  28,695.52 


Aug.  1936     _   37,341.76 

Aug.  1937  _    31,955.72 

Aug.  1938   26,009.37 

Aug.  1939   _   36.685.71 

So  that  our  members  may  also  compare 
funeral  benefits  paid  out  during  this  past 
3-year  period  with  similar  periods  in  the 
past.  I  am  listing  funeral  benefits  paid  out 
during  three  preceding  3-year  periods,  be- 
ginning with  1928: 

Total  BenefiU 
Paid 

1928-1929-1930   .      $  91.929.35 

1931-1932-1933    82.912.83 

1934-1935-1936    76.178.28 

1937-1938-1939    94.650.80 


Average 
Per  Year 

$  30.643.12 
27,637.61 
25,392.76 
31,550.27 


NOT  ENTITLED- TO  BENEFITS 

38th  fiscal  year  _  _   21 

39th  fiscal  year._     24 

40th  fiscal  year     „.  34 

Total  members  who  died  the  past  three 

fiscal  years  without  receiving  benefit.  79 
Total  members  receiving  benefit   256 

Total  deaths  recorded  from  September 
1,  1937  thru  August  31.  1939     335 


LOCALS  AND  COUNCILS 
Following  is  a  report  on  our  local  unions 

and  councils  and  changes  that  occurred  in 

these  during  the  past  three  fiscal  years: 

NEW  LOCALS 
38th  fiscal  year  ..   _   2 

487  Redding.  Calif. 

489  Corpus  Christi.  Tex. 
39th  fiscal  year   _   8 

42a  Los  Angeles.  Calif. 

424  Big  Spring.  Tex. 

491  Honolulu,  T.  H. 

492  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

493  Warren,  Pa. 

494  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

495  Arlington.  Va. 

496  Washington,  D.  C. 

40th  fiscal  year  „  _   7 

466  Tallahassee,  Fla. 

497  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

498  Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

499  Monticello,  N.  Y. 

500  Lafayette,  La. 

501  Roanoke,  Va. 

502  New  London,  Conn. 

Total  new  locals    17 
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R13INSTATED  LOCALS 

fiscal  year    ..  lit 

58  Kast  Liverpool .  Ohio 
161  Lincoln,  Neb. 
176  Pittsfield.  Mass 
192  Galeslnug.  111. 

216  Mobile,  Ala. 

252  San  Bernardino,  Calif. 
265  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
272  Zanesville,  Ohio 
3,33  Kelso,  Wash. 
341  Modesto.  Calif. 
371  Pocatello,  Idaho 
391  Marysville,  Calif. 
395  Warren,  Ohio 

414  Klamath  Falls,  Ore. 
442  Santa  Cruz,  Calif. 
463  Salinas,  Calif. 

474  Santa  Maria.  Calif. 
488  Pensacola,  Fla. 
490  Gra-nd  Junction,  Colo. 
39th  fiscal  year    _   29 

11  Norfolk,  Va. 

41  Ashville,  N.  C. 

51  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 
113  Sioux  City,  Iowa 
127  El  Paso,  Tex. 
149  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. 
180  Lansing,  Mich. 
207  Vancouver,  B.  C. 
214  Ti?mpa,  Fla. 

217  Williamsport,  Pa. 
241  Lewiston,  Idaho 
255  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
277  Huntington,  W.  Va. 
295  Erie,  Pa. 

321  Hutchinson,  Kan. 
348  Manchester,  N.  H. 
358  .lohnstown.  Pa. 
364  Waco,  Tex. 
366  San  Pedro,  Cal. 
383  Flint,  Mich. 
398  Glendale,  Cal. 
403  Norfolk,  Va. 

415  Vancouver,  Wash. 
431  Mansfield,  Ohio 
439  Windsor,  Ontario 
452  Baltimore,  Md. 
460  Ventura,  Cal. 

480  Las  Vegas,  Nev. 
484  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 
40th  fiscal  year  _   24 

21  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

50  Charleston,  S.  C. 


80  Charleroi,  Pa. 
124  ParkfMsburg.  W.  Va. 
131  Saginaw,  Mich. 
168  Wilkcs-Barre,  Pa, 
177  Kansas  City,  Kans. 
179  Ogden,  Utah 
204  Ashtabula,  Ohio 
251  Orlando,  Fla. 
306  nibbing,  Minn. 
313  Columbia,  Mo. 

326  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

327  Eugene,  Ore. 

336  Quincy,  111. 

337  Macon,  Ga. 
360  London,  Ont. 

385  Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

422  Battle  Creek.  Mich. 

423  Ottawa,  Ont. 

428  Ponca  City,  Okla. 
470  Bloomington,  Ind. 
474  Santa  Maria.  Cal. 
485  Jackson,  Miss. 


Total  reinstated  locals   72 


DISBANDED  LOCALS 
38th  fiscal  year   b 

124  Beckley,  W.  Va. 

326  Little  Rock.  Ark. 

330  Durham,  N.  C. 

337  Macon.  Ga. 

360  London.  Ont. 
39th  fiscal  year     4 


58  E.  Liverpool,  Ohio 
158  Dubuque,  Iowa 
213  Newark,  Ohio 
480  Las  Vegas,  Nev. 


40th  fiscal  year   1 

452  Baltimore,  Md. 

Total  disbanded  locals   10 

SUSPENDED  LOCALS 
38th  fiscal  year   _    7 


11  Norfolk,  Va. 
45  Augusta,  Ga. 
113  Sioux  City,  la. 
214  Tampa,  Fla. 
259  Granite  City,  111. 
395  Warren,  Ohio 
481  Winona.  Minn. 

39th  fiscal  year    3 

169  Enid,  Okla. 

385  Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

428  Ponca  City,  Okla. 
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40th  fiscal  year   _   4 

336  Quiiicy,  111. 

398  Glendale.  Calif. 

485  Jackson,  Miss. 

490  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

Total  suspended  locals    14 


AMALGAMATED  LOCALS 

38th  fiscal  year   0 

39th  fiscal  year  _  —   1 

162  Hackensack,  N.  J.  with 
143  Paterson,  N.  J.,  to  be  known  as 
Local  143,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
40th  fiscal  year    —  0 

Total  amalgamated  locals    1 


Local  unions  suspended  or  disbanded  dur- 
ing the  past  three  fiscal  years,  but  which 
were  later  reinstated  and  are  now  in  good 
standing: 

38th  fiscal  year       7 

11  Norfolk,  Va. 

113  Sioux  City,  Iowa 

214  Tampa,  Fla. 

326  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

337  Macon,  Ga. 

360  London,  Ont. 

395  Warren,  Ohio 
39th  fiscal  year     2 

385  Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

428  Ponca  City,  Okla. 
40th  fiscal  year    2 

336  Quincy,  111. 

485  Jackson,  Miss. 

Total     11 


NEW  COUNCILS 

38th  fiscal  year  .„    2 

Montana  State  Council 

Nutmeg  State  Council 

39th  fiscal  year  _    2 

•Northwest  District  Council 

Tri-State  Council 

*(This    council    reinstated    as  the 
Northwe.st  District  Council  but  since 
has  changed  its  name  to  the  Wash- 
ington State  Council.] 
40th  fiscal  year  „     11 

Central  New  Jersey  District  Council 

District  of  Columbia  District  Council 

Greater  St.  Louis  and  Vicinity  District 

Council 

Hudson  Valley  District  Coiincil 


Kansas  City  and   St.  Joseph  District 

Council 
Lake  Erie  District  Council 
Missouri  State  Council 
Northern  New  Jersey  District  Council 
Ozarks  District  Council 
Southern  Ohio  District  Council 
Tidewater  District  Council 

Total  new  councils     15 


REINSTATED  COUNCILS 

38th  fiscal  year        0 

.''9th  fiscal  year   0 

40th  fiscal  year   _   1 

Hoosier  State  Council 

Total  reinstated  councils  _  „  1 


AMALGAMATED  COUNCILS 

38th  fiscal  year    0 

39th  fiscal  year  1 

Oregon  and  Washington  State  Coun- 
cils to  form 
Northwest  District  Council 
40th  fiscal  year  _     0 

Total  amalgamated  councils   1 


WAGE  SCALES,  DUES,  WORKING  CON- 
DITIONS, ETC.,  PREVAILING  IN 
OUR  LOCAL  UNIONS 

These  locals  reported  definite  arrange- 
ments covering  work  done  outside  a  certain 
radius: 

Local 

1    Traveling  time  and  transportation,  15 
miles  from  center  of  city. 

4  Carfare. 

5  Carfare  and  traveling  time  one  round 
trip;  also  carfare  over  10c. 

10  Transportation  and  traveling  time  out 
of  town. 

11  50c  per  day  transportation  when  woi'k- 
ing  in  Newport  News  and  vicinity. 

18  $1.00  extra  per  day  for  transportation. 
20    Transportation  once  each  way  for  each 

job  east  of  Mississippi  River  and  west 

of  the  Missouri  River. 

23  Transportation  on  out  of  town  jobs. 

24  Transportation. 

27    Transportation   outside   radius   of  30 
miles  from  their  post  office. 

29  Traveling  time  and  transportation. 

30  2c  per  mile  to  25  miles,  then  $1.00  per 
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day  nioi'o. 

3.'{  Travcliiig  time  and  transportation  be- 
yond 35  mile  radius  from  city  hall  and 
all  transportation  l)eyond  35  mile 
radius. 

42  50  mile  radius  carfare  both  ways. 

43  $1.00  per  day  extra  and  transportation 
outside  15  mile  radius. 

46  Carfare  above  10c  limit. 

47  TraveliuK  time  and  transportation  out 
of  city. 

48  Transportaton  both  ways  on  jobs  be- 
yond 25  mile  radius. 

52  Carfare.  Daily  transportation  within 
25  mile  radius. 

53  Outside  25  mile  radius  from  city  hall 
fare  shall  be  paid  once  each  way. 

54  $1.00  per  day  more  and  transportation 
to  and  from. 

55  Transportation. 

57  Carfare  beyond  immediate  suburbs. 
Daily  transportation  to  all  jobs  out- 
side 25  mile  radius. 

63  Transportation  outside  city,  in  excess 
of  20c.  Transportation  and  traveling 
time  on  our  of  town  jobs. 

68  $1.00  per  day  extra,  10  miles  from 
State  Capitol  and  transportation  one 
trip. 

70  Transportation. 

72  Transportation  within  25  mile  radius 
of  Boston,  in  excess  of  20c  a  day,  not 
to  exceed  50c  a  day. 

73  Transportation  each  way  on  each  job, 
when  working  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River  and  west  of  the  Missouri  River. 

74  All  transportation  above  20c  per  day. 

75  Board  allowance  over  30  miles  out  of 
city  and  transportation  within  30  mile 
limit. 

77    $1.00    per    day    extra    outside  their 

jurisdiction. 
79    Carfare  to  and  from  job. 
85    Board  and  transportation  out  of  town 

and  transportation  outside  of  local  fare 

zone. 

87    Transportation  beyond  15  mile  radius. 

93  $1.00  per  day  above  regular  scale  out- 
side city,  with  transportation  both 
ways. 

98  Transportation  both  ways  outside  lo- 
cal fare  limit. 

104  $1.00  extra  outside  of  city,  transporta- 
tion and  traveling  time. 

109    Transportation  on  out  of  town  jobs. 

120  Transportation  in  excess  of  20c  per 
day  up  to  25  mi.;  over  25  miles  trans- 


portation to  and  from  job  ;ii  Htart  and 

finish  of  job. 
121    Transportation  outside  city  daily. 
126    Transportation  both  ways  out  of  town 

and    traveling    time    during  working 

hours. 
147  Transportation. 

151  Transportation  and  $2.00  above  scale 
on  all  out  of  town  work  beyond  imme- 
diate suburbs. 

152  Transportation,  traveling  time  and 
$2.00  per  day  expenses. 

155  $1.00  per  day  extra  out  of  jurisdiction 
and  collect  on  some  jobs  less  than  the 
17  mile  limit. 

179  Transportation  outside  city  limits. 

180  One  round  trip  transportation  outside 
city  limits. 

185  Transportation. 

190  Transportation  and  traveling  time,  be- 
tween 8  a.  m.  and  3  p.  m.  and  all  extra 
carfare  and  transportation,  both  ways 
on  all  jobs  beyond  city  limits. 

202  Transportation  both  ways  5  miles  or 
more  from  city  limits. 

207  $1.00  per  day  extra  when  members 
unable  to  return  same  day. 

208  $1.00  day  extra  and  transportation  be- 
yond 35  mile  radius. 

212    Transportation  out  of  town. 

215  Carfare  over  20c.  On  jobs  25  miles 
from  city  hall,  fare  to  and  fro  once 
and  $2.00  per  day  for  board. 

228    Transportation  over  20  miles  out. 

233  Carfare  and  traveling  time. 

234  Carfare  going  and  coming  and  $1.00 
per  day  extra. 

238    Transportation  out  of  town. 
241    $1.00  out  of  town,  25  mile  radius. 

254  Outside  Cape  Cod  Canal,  $11.00  per  day. 

255  Traveling  Expenses. 

260    Transportation  both  ways  out  of  town. 
262    Transportation  to  and  from  job. 
265    Transportation  both  ways  on  out  of 
town  jobs. 

268    Transportation  more  than  1  mile  from 

Electric  Depot. 
275    $1.00  per  day  outside  city  limits. 
277    Transportation  both  ways. 
282    $1.00  extra  per  day  over  20  miles  out. 
292  Transportation. 

299  Transportation  in  excess  of  20c  per 
day. 

300  $11.00  per  day  10  miles  from  city  limits. 

301  Transportation  outside  25  mile  radius. 
327    $1.00  per  day  above  scale  and  trans- 
portation for  out  of  town  work. 
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332  County  work  50c  per  thousand  more. 
Transportation  and  board. 

337  $1.00  per  day  above  scale  and  trans- 
portation outside  50  mile  radius. 

340  Traveling  time  and  transportation  both 
ways. 

348    Transportation  both  ways. 

366  Round  trip  to  Catallna  Island  and  with 
priviles;e  of  working  7  hrs.  with  over- 
lime  extra  hour  ai  rate  of  double  time. 

374  $1.00  per  day  above  regular  pay  and 
transportation  over  50  miles. 

380  $1.00  per  day  extra  outside  of  $1.00 
round  trip  fare. 

406  $1.00  traveling  expense  after  14  miles 
north  in  their  jurisdiction. 

414  $6.50  per  thousand  outside  12  mile 
radius. 

415  $1.00  per  day  extra  and  transportation 
both  ways  outside  25  mile  radius. 

466    Transportation  both  ways. 

487    10%  and  transportation  over  30  miles. 

499    Traveling  expenses. 


The 

following  local 

unions 

reported  two 

scales 

on  day  work: 

Local 

Per  Hour 

Per  Hour 

1  A 

■51  on 

6o  



...  i.oU 

1  9'> 

So 



...  l.ou 

A  On 

4ja-_ 



...  i.DU 

A  O 

i.ou 

A  1 

47  

—  

—  

48  

1.25 

1.121/2 

49..... 

...  1.50 

1.25 

50. 

...  1.12y2 

1.00 

54 

1.371/2 

1.25 

55 

...  1.37 

1.00 

59 

1.25 

1.00 

63 

1.25 

1.00 

65 

1.60 

1.35 

68... 

1.50 

1.25 

76 

1.75 

1.50 

77 

1.50 

1.371/2 

80 

1.75 

1.00 

97 

.90 

.75 

103 

1.70 

1.25 

105 

1.25 

1.05 

110.  . 

1.75 

1.50 

124 

1.00 

.75 

125.. 

1.50 

1.25 

132 ._ 

1.25 

1.00 

141... 

1.50 

1.00 

142... 

1.50 

1.25 

144  . 

1.60 

1.331/3 

147. 

.75 

.60 

149 

1.20 

.90 

155. 

1.50 

1.40 

165  . ... 

.  1.50 

1.25 

Local 

Per  Hour 

Per  Hour 

168 

  1.37% 

1.00 

179 

1.50 

1.00 

180 

1.25 

1.00 

184 

1.50 

1.25 

195 

  1.25 

.65 

197 

1.50 

1.25 

204... 

1.62% 

1.50 

207 

1.12y2 

.90 

209  .. 

 1.37% 

1.25 

216 

1.25 

1.00 

217 

1.50 

1.00 

225 

 1.50 

1.25 

232 

  1.37y2 

1.25 

234 

  1.25 

1.00 

240 

  1.25 

1.00 

241 

  1.50 

1.12% 

252 

 1.50 

1.25 

263 

 1.75 

1.25 

265  . 

  1.25 

1.00 

268 

  1.50 

1.25 

279 

  1.25 

1.00 

282 

 1.50 

1.00 

286 

..  .   1.65 

1.50 

299 

_   1.25 

1.12% 

319 

  1.25 

1.05 

321 

_   1.25 

1.00 

327 

  1.25 

1.00 

328 

  1.50 

1.25 

337 

  1.25 

1.00 

358  

 1.75 

1.50 

371 

  1.50 

1.12% 

374 

 1.25 

1.12% 

388 

_  1.25 

1.00 

394 

  1.25 

1.12% 

395 

  1.50 

1.25 

403. 

  1.37% 

1.00 

406 

  1.25 

1.00 

413 

  1.65 

1.25 

414 

   1.25 

1.00 

415... 

  1.37% 

1.25 

422 

  1.25 

1.00 

440  

  1.50 

1.25 

443.. 

  1.50 

1.25 

446 

  1.25 

1.00 

ACC 

455 

--   1-37% 

1.12% 

456._ 

 —  

  1.25 

1.00 

466.. 

  1.25 

1.00 

484. 

  1.25 

.87% 

488- 

  1.25 

1.00 

500 

  1.50 

1.00 

initiation  fees,  dues,  scales  per  hour  and 
thousand,  hours  worked,  and  sick  benefits 
paid  by  our  locals,  are  listed  in  the  fol- 
lowing table: 
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No.  Hr>.  Weekly 


Local 

Monthly 

'  Scale 

Mr.     Mrs  \JJ\tA 

Sick 

No. 

City 

Fee 

Dues 

PerHf. 

Per.  M. 

Wkd.  Sat.  Per  Day  B 

enefitat 

*  1 

$2.50 

.$1:40 

8 

2 

100.00 

4.00 

1.62  Va 

8 

4 

Scranton,  Pa;   

50.00 

2.00 

1.371/2 

8 

5 

Detroit,  Mich  

.  .  .  50.00 

4.00 

1.55 

8 

.... 

7 

25.00 

1.60 

1.25 

8 

.... 

8 

50.00 

a.oo 

1.43 

8 

.... 

9 

Washington,  D.  C  

.  .  100.00 

4.00 

1.62 

8 

.  .  .  • 

10 

Milwaukee,  Wis  

50.00 

1.25 

1.37^2 

8 

.  .  .  • 

11 

Norfolk,  Va  

50.00 

2.50 

1.37 

8 

.... 

12 

25.00 

3.00 

1.35 

8 

.  «  .  • 

14 

Rochester,  N.  Y  

. .  50.00 

2.00 

1.50 

8 

.... 

18 

75.00 

2.50 

1.37  V2 

8 

..... 

19 

Joliet,  III  

100.00 

3.00 

1.50 

8 

.... 

20 

100.00 

3.00 

1.50 

8 

.... 

21 

12.50 

1.25 

1.50 

8 

.... 

23 

50.00 

2.00 

1.50 

8 

.... 

24 

Toledo,  0  

100.00 

3.00 

1.621/2 

7 

25 

Springfield,  Mass  

100.00 

2.25 

1.50 

8 

.... 

26 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla  

50.00 

2.50 

1.50 

8 

27 

Kansas  City,  Mo  

100.00 

3.50 

1.50 

8 

.... 

28 

100.00 

3.00 

1.50 

8 

.... 

29 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J  

..  100.00 

2.25 

1.50 

8 

.... 

30 

75.00 

3.00 

1.50 

8 

.... 

31 

Holyoke,  Mass  

100.00 

2.75 

1.50 

$7.56 

8 

.... 

32 

Buffalo,  N.  Y  

100.00 

1.50 

1.50 

8 

.... 

38 

100.00 

1.25 

1.75 

8 

.  >  .  . 

34 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind  

100.00 

3.00 

1.50 

8 

.... 

36 

,  100.00 

4.00 

1.50 

8 

.... 

39 

.  ,  75.00 

2.35 

1.45 

.... 

8 

.... 

40 

50.00 

4.00 

1.371/3 

8 

.... 

41 

Ashville,  N.  C  

25.00 

3.00 

1.25 

.... 

8 

.... 

42 

Los  Angeles,  Cal  

50.00 

1.50 

6 

.... 

42-A 

Los  Angeles,  Cal  

50.00 

3.25 

1.50 

5.66 

6 

.... 

43 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  . . . 

50.00 

5.00 

1.50 

.... 

8 

.... 

44 

.  .  25.00 

2.00 

1.25 

6.50 

8 

.... 

46 

New  York,  N.  Y  

..  100.00 

4.00 

1.75 

8 

20.00 

47 

.,  100.00 

2.50 

1.40 

8 

•  •  •  • 

48 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  . 

. .  25.00 

2.50 

1.25 

8 

•  •  .  . 

49 

Pueblo,  Colo  

50.00 

2.50 

1.50 

8 

•  •  •  . 

50 

Charleston,  S.  C  

25.00 

2.00 

1.121/2 

4.66 

8 

•  •  •  • 

51 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y  

..  lOO.OO 

1.50 

1.50 

.... 

8 

•  •  •  • 

52 

Utica,  N.  Y  

50.00 

2.25 

1.50 

7.50 

8 

•  •  *  • 

*53 

Philadelphia,  Pa  

,  .  100.00 

2.25 

1.56% 

8 

•  •  •  • 

54 

,  50.00 

2.00 

1.371/2 

8 



55 

.  ,  .  25.00 

3.00 

1.37 

.... 

8 

57 

.  .  50.00 

1.50 

1.50 

7.50 

8 

.... 

59 

,  ,  25.00 

2.00 

1.25 

5.00 

4  8 

.... 

62 

100.00 

2.00 

1.50 

8 

.... 

63 

2.50 

1.25 

5.66 

4  8 

.... 

TT^o  of    Qf     T^nio  Til 

inn  nn 

y.ou 

Q 

65 

100.00 

3.50 

1.60 

6 

r66 

66 

Trenton,  N.  J  

..  100.00 

1.50 

1.50 

8 

67 

,  .  100.00 

3.25 

1.90 

11.66 

7 

.... 

68 

.  ,  100.00 

3.00 

1.50 

— 

7 



70 

Terra  Haute,  Ind  

o  f\r\ 

1  tZf\ 

l.oU 

.... 

8 

.... 

71 

l.OU 

8 

•  •  •■• 

72 

1  r\A  rtr\ 

o.UU 

/» 
0 

10.00 

*73 

t  CO  1/ 

9.00 

8 

.... 

74 

1  AA  AA 

1.75 

1.7U 

8 

.... 

'7K 
10 

1  nn  nn 

K  nn 

Q 

76 

100.00 

2.25" 

1.75 

7.50 

8 

77 

15.00 

2.00 

1.50 

8.25 

6 

78 

100.00 

3.00 

1.50 

8.00 

6 

79 

100.00 

2.25 

1.50 

8 

80 

100.00 

3.00 

1.75 

8 

84 


PHE  LATHER 


Local  I  nit. 

No.  City  Fee 

81  Pasadena,  Cal   25.00 

82  South  Bend,  Ind   50.00 

83  Fresno,  Cal   100.00 

84  Superior,  Wis   25.00 

85  Elizabeth,  N.  J   100.00 

87  Reading,  Pa   25.00 

88  Oakland,  Cal   100.00 

93    Spokane,  Wash   25.00 

97  Toronto,  Ont   50.00 

98  Stockton,  Cal   100.00 

99  Lynn,  Mass   100.00 

102  Newark,  N.  J   100.00 

103  Chicago  Heights,  111   75.00 

104  Seattle,  Wash   75.00 

105  Grand  Rapids,  Mich   50.00 

106  Plainfield,  N.  J   100.00 

107  Hammond,  Ind   100.00 

108  Wilmington,  Del   100.00 

109  Sacramento,  Cal   100.00 

110  Kankakee,   111   100.00 

111  Madison,  Wis   100.00 

113  Sioux  City,  la   25.00 

114  Rockford,    111   25.00 

115  Cedar  Rapids,  la   100.00 

120  Schenectady,  N.  Y   100.00 

121  Aurora,  111   100.00 

122  Watsonville,  Cal   100.00 

123  Brockton,  Mass   50.00 

124  Parkersburg,  W.  Va   7.25 

125  Waterbury,  Conn   60.00 

126  Canton,  0   50.00 

127  El  Paso,  Tex   50.00 

131  Saginaw,  Mich   25.00 

132  Topeka,  Kan   50.00 

136  Omaha.  Neb   100.00 

137  Portland,  Me   25.00 

139  Fall  River,  Mass   25.00 

140  Dallas,  Tex   50.00 

141  Bellingham,  Wash   25.00 

142  Waltham,  Mass   100.00 

143  Paterson,  N.  J   100.00 

144  San  Jose,  Cal   100.00 

147    Winnipeg,  Man   10.00 

149    Sioux  Falls,  S.  D   25.00 

151  Syracuse,  N.  Y   50.00 

152  White  Plains,  N.  Y   100.00 

155    Tacoma,  Wash   50.00 

161    Lincoln,  Neb   50.00 

165  LaPorte,  Ind   50.00 

166  Albany,  N.  Y   100.00 

168    Wilkes-Barre,  Pa   100.00 

172  Long  Beach,  Cal   50.00 

173  Perth  i^mboy,  N.  J   100.00 

176    Pittsfield,  Mass   25.00 

179  Ogden,  Utah    25.00 

180  Lansing,  Mich   50.00 

184  Wheeling,  W.  Va   50.00 

185  Wichita,  Kan   50.00 

190    Minneapolis,  Minn   100.00 

192    Galesburg,  111;    50.00 

195    Fargo,  N.  D   25.00 

197    Rock  Island,  111   50.00 

202  Champaign,  111   100.00 

203  Springfield,  Mo    50.00 

204  Ashtabula,  0   50.00 

207  Vancouver,  B.  C   25.00 

208  Reno,  Nev   50.00 


No.  Hr&.  Weekly 
Monthly     Scale  Scale    No.  Hrs.   Wkd.  Sick 

Dues     Per  Hr.      Per,  M.  Wkd.  Sat.  Per  Day  Benefits 
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Local  Init. 
No.  City  Fee 

209  LaSalle,  111   50.00 

212  Missoula,  Mont   25.00 

214  Tampa,  Fla   50.00 

215  New  Haven,  Conn   100.00 

216  Mobile,  Ala   25.00 

217  Wiliiamsport,  Pa   100.00 

222  Danville,  111   75.00 

224  Houston,  Tex   50.00 

225  Kenosha,   Wis   100.00 

226  Yonkeis.  N.  Y.    100.00 

228  Tulsa,  Okla   100.00 

230  Fort  Worth,  Tex   50.00 

232  Racine,  Wis   50.00 

233  Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y   100.00 

234  Atlanta,  Ga   25.00 

238  Albuquerque,  N.  M   50.00 

240  Montgomery,  Ala   50.00 

241  Lewiston,  Idaho    25.00 

243  Santa  Rosa,  Cal   50.00 

244  Brooklyn,  N.  Y   100.00 

246  Lowell,  Mass   50.00 

250  Morristown,  N.  J   100.00 

251  Orlando,  Fla  

252  San  Bernardino,  Cal   15.00 

254  New  Bedford,  Mass   50.00 

255  Knoxville,  Tenn   25.00 

258  Billings,  Mont   50.00 

260  San  Diego,  Ca!   50.00 

262  Nashville,  Tenn   50.00 

263  New  Brighton,  Pa   50.00 

265  Chattanooga,  Tenn   50.00 

268  San  Rafael,  Cal   100.00 

272  Zanesville,  0  '   15.00 

275  Hamilton,  0   50.00 

276  Waterloo,  la   100.00 

277  Huntington.  W.  Va   50.00 

278  San  Mateo,  Cal   100.00 

279  Jopiin,  Mo   25.00 

282  Yakima,  Wash   25.00 

286  Stamford,  Conn   100.00 

292  Charleston,  W.  Va.   50.00 

295  Erie,  Pa   50.00 

299  Sheboygan,  Wis   50.00 

300  Bakersfield,  Cal   75.00 

301  San  Antonio,  Tex   50.00 

302  Vallejo,  Cal   50.00 

306  Hibbing,  Minn   50.00 

308  New  York,  N.  Y   100.00 

309  Jamestown,  N.  Y   100.00 

311  Amarillo,  Tex   50.00 

313  Columbia,  Mo    50.00 

319  Muskegon,  Mich   25.00 

321  Hutchinson,  Kan  

326  Little  Rock,  Ark   50.00 

327  Eugene,  Ore   25.00 

328  Cheyenne,  Wyo  '   100.00 

332  Victoria,  B.  C   10.00 

333  Kelso,  Wash   25.00 

336  Quincy,  111   25.00 

337  Macon,  Ga   25.00 

340  Lexington,  Ky   25.00 

341  Modesto,  Cal   50.00 

344  Lafayette,  Ind   100.00 

345  Miami,  Fla   100.00 

346  Asbury  Park,  N.  J   50.00 

348  Manchester,  N.  H   50.00 


No.  Hrs.  We«kly 
Monthly     Scale  Scale     No.  Hrs.    Wkd.  Sick 

Dues     PcrHr.      Per.  M.  Wkd.  Sat.  Per  Day  Benefit. 
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No.  Hrs.  Weeklr 
Init.      Month!)'     Scale  Scale    No.  Hrs.   Wkd.  Sick 

Fe«         Dues     Per  Hi".      Per.  M.  Wkd.  Sat.  Per  Day  BenefiU 


Uocal 
No.  City 


350  Portsmouth,  0   100.00 

353  Santa  Monica,  Cal   35.00 

358  Johnstown,  Pa   100.00 

360  London,  Ont  

364  Waco,  Tex  ^   50.00 

366  San  Pedro,  Cal   50.00 

371  Pocatello,  Idaho    50.00 

374  Phoenix,  Ariz   50.00 

378  Marion,  III   50.00 

379  Santa  Barbara,  Cal   100.00 

380  Salem,  Ore   25.00 

383  Flint,  Mich   25.00 

385  Morgantown,  W.  Va   50.00 

386  Newbrurgh,  N.  Y   50.00 

388  Green  Bay,  Wis   50.00 

391  Mar>'sville,  Cal   100.00 

392  Elmira,  N.  Y   50.00 

394  Tucson,  Ariz   25.00 

395  Warren,  0   100.00 

397  Helena.  Mont   50.00 

401  AUentown,  Pa   25.00 

403  Norfolk,  Va   25.00 

406  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla   15.00 

407  Austin,  Tex   50.00 

413  Norwalk,  Conn   50.00 

414  Klamath  Falls,  Ore   25.00 

415  Vancouver,  Wash   50.00 

419  Greensboro,  N.  C   50.00 

422  Battle  Creek,  Mich   15.00 

424  Big  Spring,  Tex   50.00 

428  Ponca  City,  Okla   25.00 

429  Harrisburg,  Pa   100.00 

431  Mansfield,  0   50.00 

435  Shreveport,  La   50.00 

439  Windsor,  Ont   25.00 

440  Santa  Ana,  Cal   25.00 

442  Santa  Cruz,  Cal   100.00 

443  Steubenville,  0   25.00 

446  Elgin,   III   25.00 

455  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla   75.00 

456  St.  Petersburg,  Fla   50.00 

460  Ventura,  Cal   50.00 

463  Salinas,  Cal   100.00 

466  Tallahassee,  Fla   50.00 

469  Meridian.  Miss   25.00 

470  Bloomington,  Ind   25.00 

483  St.  Paul,  Minn   100.00 

484  Tuscaloosa,  Ala   25.00 

485  Jackson,  Miss   12.50 

487  Redding,  Cal   50.00 

488  Pensacola,  Fla   75.00 

489  Corpus  Christi,  Tex   50.00 

491  Honolulu,  T.  H   100.00 

492  Philadelphia,  Pa   100.00 

493  Warren,  Pa   100.00 

494  St.  Louis,  Mo   25.00 

496  Washington,  D.  C   15.00 

497  Baton  Rouge,  La   50.00 

498  Johnson  City,  Tenn   25.00 

499  Monticello,  N.  Y   50.00 

500  Lafayette,  La   50.00 
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*  Local    1  scale,  $1.55  per  hr.  effective  1/1/40. 

*  Local  53  scale,  $1,621/2  per  hr.  effective  3/1/40. 

*  Local  73  scale,  $1.75  per  hr.  effective  1/1/40. 
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It  is  to  be  noted  from  tho  foiesoiii}-  report  that  the  5-day  week  has  been  estab- 
lished by  the  f^rcat  majority  of  our  loc^.i  unions.  Only  15  out  of  260  locals  reporting 
for  this  past  fiscal  year  work  1  hours  on  Saturday  (although  one  local  works  8  hours 
on  Saturday),  as  compared  to  .'!2  locals  out  of  '2()(),  in  19'.'J\,  that  worked  4  hours  on 
Saturday. 


COMPARISON  OF'  WAGE  SCALES  FOR  1937,  1938  AND  1939 


Number  Number     Number  Locals    Number  Local* 

Affiliated            Locals           Reporting  Reporting 

Locals           Reporting        Day  Scalp  Scale  per  M 

1937                                                           226             220             220  81 

1938                                                           257             251              250  83 

1939                                                           272             260             258  92 

Number  of  Locals  Receiving  Day  Scales  of 

$6.00  $7-$8  $8-$9         $9-$I0         $10-$11        $11-$12        $IZ-$IS    $13  &  Over 

1937                             1            5          11          32          70          29          43  29 

1938                             1            3          11          37          70          31          70  27 

1939                             2            3            5         SO          69          35          83  31 

Highest  Day              Lowest  Day  Average  Day 

Scale  Reported           Scale  Reported  Scale 

1937                                                             $14.00                $  6.00  $10.74 

1938                                                               14.00                   6.00  10.81 

1939                                                               14.00                   6.00  11.02 

Number  of  Locals  Receiving  M  Scales  of 

Under  $$.0D         $6-$7             $7-$8             $8-$9            $9-$10  SIO  and  Over 

1937                                        16           23           20           12             2  8 

1938                                          18            18            23            14             3  7 

1939                                        18           20           22           18             5  9 

Highest  M                 Lowest  M  Average 

Scale  Reported          Scale  Reported  M  Scale 

1937                                                          $11.00                $  4.00  $  6.99 

1938                                                            14.00                  3.60  7.28 

1939                                                               14.00                   4.00  7.14 


PERTAINING  TO  OUR  MEMBERS 

i-v  11     l-g  27 

Uji  S-g      ^-3  .0=3 

^      &      A                          £a    I      «2|  |J  ii  i 

38th  fiscal 

year. .   504  1,201     293     128      53      24      16    2,756     .  .     170    207 

39t}i  fisca,! 

year. .   546     821     347     151      25      24        7    2,840  96    204 

40th  fiscal 

year..   394     722     207     130      35      41       19    3,914      4  142      4      1      1  231 
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Issued 

Res.  Cert. 
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113 

89 

42 

Total  1,444  2,744     847     409     113      89      42    9,510      4     408      4      1      1  642 
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THE    LATHE K 


This  concludes  my  report  to  the  18th  Convention  for  the  three-year  period  ended 
August  31,  1939,  and  I  hope  It  meets  with  the  approval  of  our  assembled  delegates. 

Fraternally  yours, 

TERRY  FORD, 
General  Secretary-Treasurer. 


Wednesday  Morning  Session 

September  13th,  1939 


The  meeting  convened  at  10:25  o'clock, 
President  McSorley  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion will  please  be  in  order.  The  delegates 
kindly  take  their  seats. 

I  would  like  to  announce,  brothers,  that 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York  and 
the  President  of  the  New  York  Building 
Trades  Council  were  to  address  the  conven- 
tion this  morning,  but  unfortunately  they 
won't  be  able  to  be  here  until  this  afternoon. 

We  would  like  to  have  all  the  delegates 
present  this  afternoon  at  2:00  o'clock  when 
the  Mayor  of  New  York  is  to  speak  here 
to  the  convention. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials! 

DELEGATE  RODIER  (Local  20):  We 
have  no  credentials.  On  the  case  that  we 
were  to  act  upon  this  morning,  we  are  not 
ready  to  report  this  morning.  It  will  prob- 
ably be  this  afternoon. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  President's  report 

DELEGATE  KRESS  (Local  30):  That 
will  be  in  tomorrow  morning. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Executive  Council's 
Report! 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Secretary-Treasurer's  Report! 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  We 
are  not  ready  to  report,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  any 
committee  ready  to  report?  Inasmuch  as 
there  is  no  committee  ready  to  report,  I 
believe  that  it  would  be  good  policy  for  this 
convention  to  adjourn  so  that  the  committees 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  go  to  work  and 
be  able  to  report  something  to  the  conven- 
tion this  afternoon  at  2:00  o'clock. 

.  .  .  There  were  various  announcements 
made  with  reference  to  meeting  places  of 
the  committees  .  .  . 


DELEGATE  MOORE  (Illinois  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  somewhat 
over  a  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Illinois  State  Council 
of  Lathers  that  have  been  shipped  in  here, 
and  if  any  of  the  delegates  would  like  to 
have  them,  they  are  up  here  and  I  will  be 
only  too  glad  to  give  them  to  you. 

I  also  want  to  state,  while  on  the  floor, 
that  the  delegates  from  the  State  of  Illinois 
that  came  down  on  the  New  York  Central 
with  our  group  will  meet  me  at  the  hotel 
around  about  1 :00  o'clock,  if  they  are  figur- 
ing on  going  back  some  other  way,  so  that 
I  can  make  the  proper  arrangements  for 
them  to  have  their  stopover. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
announcements  ? 

If  not,  a  motion  is  in  order  to  adjourn. 

DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-State  Dis- 
trict Council) :  I  move  we  adjourn. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  duly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  we  now 
stand  adjourned  until  2:00  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor 
give  the  usual  consent  by  saying,  "Aye"; 
contrary,  "No".  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

.  .  .  The  meeting  thereupon  recessed  at 
10:32  o'clock. 

RESOLUTION  No.  1 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers*  International  Union. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  this  Conven- 
tion go  on  record  requesting  the  Conven- 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  in- 
troduce through  its  Executive  Committee 
such  Federal  Legislation  and  Amendments 
which  will  adequately  increase  the  benefits 
and  broaden  the  coverage  in  the  various 
categories  of  the  Social  Security  Act  includ- 
ing the  Aged,  Youth  and  Unemployed  and 
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incapacitated,  on  a  National  basis  to  provide 
an  adequate  Federal  system  of  Old  Age, 
Unemployment  and  Social  Insurance  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  cultural  and  job  oppor- 
tunities of  the  Youth;  and  consistent  with 
the  National  wealth  and  capacity  of  pro- 
ducing wealth. 

Submitted  by 

Walter  Frank,  Delegate  from 
Local  No.  190,  Minneapolis 
Supported  by 

Twin  City  District  Council 

RESOLUTION  No.  2 

CONVENTION    FUND   FOR  REPRE- 
SENTATION OF  ALL  LOCALS  IN 
CONVENTION 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  The  Convention  of  our  In- 
ternational Union  aims  to  secure  the  pro- 
gressive development  of  the  economic  and 
social  welfare  of  its  members  through  the 
collective  experiences  and  intelligence  of  its 
respective  Locals,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  formulation  of  correct, 
efficient  and  just  policies,  and  preservation 
of  Trade  Union  Democracy,  necessitates  the 
broadest  representation  of  its  affiliated 
Locals,  in  order  to  foster  that  unanimity  of 
understanding  and  unity  of  action  and  fair- 
ness, which  will  bring  maximum  results  and 
progress  to  the  membership  of  our  Interna- 
tional, which  membership  in  main  consti- 
tutes the  reservoir  of  finance,  sacrifice  and 
strength  of  our  International,  and  who  are 
definitely  entitled  to  the  enactment  of  a 
Convention  Fund  system  which  will  enable 
all  Local  Unions  to  be  represented  in  con- 
formity with  the  spirit  set  forth  in  the  Pre- 
amble of  our  Constitution  and  with  equal 
opportunities  to  representation  by  all  Locals 
from  a  Fund  based  on  equal  taxation  on 
all  members  of  the  Lathers'  International 
Union  for  its  common  good  and  advance- 
ment, and 

WHEREAS.  A  great  number  of  Locals 
are  numerically  and  financially  handicapped 
in  sending  Delegates  to  our  Convention  as 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  in  1926  approxi- 
mately thirty-two  percent  of  the  Locals  were 
represented  in  Atlantic  City,  approximately 
forty-two  percent  in  1929  in  St.  Louis,  and 


approximately  twenty-six  percent  in  1936  in 
Toronto,  or  an  average  of  thirty-three  per- 
cent of  the  Locals  represented,  and  repre- 
senting less  than  approximately  forty-five 
percent  of  the  Lathers'  International  Union 
membership,  and 

WHEREAS,  Past  increases  in  Interna- 
tional per  capita  tax  and  assessments  should 
be  bound  up  with  a  policy  of  representation 
for  all  Locals  through  an  International  Con- 
vention Fund  system  based  on  an  adequate 
percentage  of  said  per  capita  tax. 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED, 
That  this  Convention  go  on  record  incorpo- 
rating into  its  constitution  the  following 
provision: 

There  shall  be  established  a  permanent 
International  Convention  Fund,  and  said 
fund  shall  be  maintained  by  setting  aside 
each  and  every  month  fifteen  cents  from  the 
regular  monthly  per  capita  tax  of  each  and 
every  member  of  our  International  Union, 
this  fund  to  be  used  to  defray  all  expenses 
for  a  delegate  from  every  local  of  our  Inter- 
national Union,  such  expenses  to  be  con- 
sistent with  true  economy  and  only  necessary 
expenses.  The  delegates  shall  receive  pay- 
ment for  their  time  on  the  basis  of  the  pre- 
vailing scale  of  their  Local  in  full  or  part, 
provided  the  fund  is  sufficient,  each  local  to 
be  informed  as  to  the  amount  that  the  fund 
will  permit  to  pay  each  delegate  for  his  time. 

The  International  Office  shall  negotiate 
with  railroads  and  other  systems  of  trans- 
portation, and  with  hotels,  etc.,  for  the  most 
economical  rates.  A  complete  financial  re- 
port on  the  revenue  and  expenses  of  this 
convention  fund,  and  signed  by  a  legal 
auditor,  appointed  by  the  Executive  Council, 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  convention  and 
printed  in  the  Official  Journal. 

Locals  not  sending  delegates  shall  forfeit 
their  allowance,  which  shall  revert  back  to 
the  fund.  Also,  a  local  must  be  in  continuous 
good  standing  for  a  period  of  one  year  in 
our  International  Union  before  receiving  its 
pro  rata  share  of  the  convention  fund. 

Provided,   the   above   provisions   do  not 
apply  to  District  or  State  Councils. 
Submitted  by 

Walter  Frank,  Delegate, 
Local  No.  190,  Minneapolis 
Supported  by 
Twin  City  District  Council 
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RESOLUTION  No.  6 
To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 

and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  Labor  is  not  responsible  for 
uiieuiploynient  and  should  not  suffer  reduc- 
tion in  living  standards  because  of  unem- 
ployment, nor  be  subjected  to  pauperization 
conditions  as  requirement  for  employment 
on  so-called  Public  relief  work,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  W.P.A.  (with  its  ic 
actionary  Woodrum  Amendment;  open  shop 
policy,  wage-cutting,  pauperization  require- 
ments, and  invasion  into  the  Construction 
Industry  and  other  Industries)  constitutes  a 
reduction  in  labors'  purchasing  power  and  a 
direct  threat  not  only  to  the  wage  structure 
m  the  Building  and  Construction  Industry 
but  also  against  all  Labor  and  creating  more 
unemployment,  and 

WHEREAS,  Over  one-half  million  W.P.A. 
Building  and  Construction  Trades  Workers 
in  the  Nation  were  forced  on  strike  in  pro- 
test to  the  reactionary  wage-cutting  Wood- 
rum  Amendment,  and  in  defense  of  prevail- 
ing Trade  Union  wages  obtained  through 
much  efforts  and  sacrifices,  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  W.P.A.  strikes  called 
by  the  Minneapolis  Building  and  Construc- 
tion Trades  Council  (and  supported  by  the 
entire  Minneapolis  A.  F.  of  L.  Trade  Union 
Movement)  over  one  hundred  W.P.A.  Work- 
ers were  indicted,  and  arrested  wholesale 
and  dragged  manacled  through  the  streets 
and  lodged  in  jail  with  excessive  bail  rang- 
ing up  to  $10,000  each,  which  bail  was  later 
reduced  through  the  United  support  by 
Labor  and  its  sympathizers,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Minneapolis  A.  F.  of  L. 
Movement  has  set  up  machinery  for  the 
defense  of  the  arrested  and  outraged  W.P.A. 
strike  victims  and  which  defense  machinery 
receives  the  support  of  the  Minnesota  State 
Federation  of  Labor  and  St.  Paul  Trades 
and  Labor  Assembly,  and 

WHEREAS,  These  outrages  are  a  threat 
to  Labors'  right  to  organize,  strike  and 
peaceful  picketing  and  unless  defeated  may 
be  invoked  on  striking  W.P.A.  Building 
Trades  Workers  throughout  the  Nation,  and 

WHEREAS,  William  Green,  President  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  on  September  4th,  in  Duluth, 
Minnesota,  made  the  following  public  state- 
ment to  the  Minneapolis  Central  Labor 
Union  A.  F.  of  L.  Defense  Committee:  "The 


American  Federation  of  Labor  membership 
is  united  in  its  support  of  the  'persecuted 
workers'  arrested  as  a  result  of  the  W.P.A. 
strike  investigation.  It  seems  quite  clear  that 
the  alleged  prosecution  of  relief  workers  in 
Minneapolis  is  persecution." 

"That  is  made  clear  in  the  wholesale  arrests 
which  have  been  made,  the  way  in  which 
the  victims  have  been  arrested,  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  been  unnecessarily  humil- 
iated, and  in  the  exorbitant  bail  which  has 
been  fixed." 

"Working  people  everywhere  protest 
against  such  a  policy  pursued  by  the  Gov- 
ernment at  a  time  when  more  than  10,000,000 
are  unemployed.  It  is  bad  enough  for  work- 
ers to  suffer  pain  of  unemployment.  It  is 
cruelty  when  the  Government  adds  to  this 
suffering  through  persecution  such  as  is  be- 
ing inflicted  on  workers  in  Minneapolis. 

"The  membership  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  will 
extend  to  these  persecuted  people  their  sym- 
pathy and  full  measure  of  moral  support. 
The  work  of  the  Minneapolis  Central  Labor 
Union  in  defending  these  persecuted  workers 
is  to  be  commended." 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED, 
That  this  Convention  go  on  record  vigor- 
ously condemning  these  outrages  against 
the  Minneapolis  W.P.A.  strike  victims,  and 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Woodrum  Amendment 
and  for  the  re-establishment  of  prevailing 
Trade  Union  wages  and  conditions  on  all 
Federal  and  Public  Work,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That 
we  go  on  record  to  support  the  Building 
and  Construction  Trades  Unions  throughout 
the  Nation  in  their  strikes  and  efforts  against 
the  W.P.A.  wage  cuts  and  against  its  re- 
actionary and  unsound  policy;  and  for  the 
transformation  of  all  W.P.A.  Building  and 
Construction  Trades  work  into  a  program 
divorced  from  all  relief  agencies  and  based 
on  Trade  Union  wages  and  conditions;  and 
for  the  speedy  acquittal  of  the  arrested 
W.P.A.  strike  victims  in  Minneapolis  and 
elsewhere,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That 
this  Convention  through  its  Officers  and 
delegates  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention  and 
Building  Trades  Department  call  upon  the 
Officers  and  Executive  Council  and  Conven- 
tions of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  its  Building 
Trades  Department  to  set  up  machinery  to 
assist  and  support  the  defense  of  the  W.P.A, 
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strike  victims  arrested  in  Minneapolis  or 
elsevviiere;  and  to  support  the  Building  and 
Construction  Trades  Unions  in  tiieir  nation 
wide  struggles  to  restore  their  Union  wages 
and  conditions;  and  to  introduce  proper 
legislation  for  the  repeal  of  the  Woodrum 
Amendment  and  safe-guarding  prevailing 
Trade  Union  wages  and  conditions;  and  to 
prevent  the  invasion  into  the  Construction 
and  other  Industries  by  the  W.P.A.  detri- 
mental to  our  Trade  Union  standards  and 
rights;  and  to  call  upon  all  A.  F.  of  L. 
Unions  to  give  financial  assistance  to  the 
mentioned  defense. 

Submitted  by 

Walter  Frank,  Delegate, 
Local  No.  190,  Minneapolis 
Supported  by 

Twin  City  District  Council 

RESOLUTION  No.  4 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  The  U.  S.  A.  is  the  richest 
nation  in  the  world  with  sufficient  capacity 
of  production  to  provide  all  Labor,  Men  and 
Women,  Aged,  Youth  and  incapacitated  with 
all  the  necessary  comforts  of  life  and  eco- 
nomic security  and  to  benefit  in  shorter  hours 
and  increased  pay  from  the  ever-increasing 
technological  developments,  and 

WHEREAS,  Labor  has  a  right  and  pro- 
gressive need  to  enjoy  in  terms  of  shorter 
hours  and  more  pay,  the  benefits  which 
accrue  from  Labor  saving  machinery  and 
processes,  and  since  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Demo- 
cratic Government  to  so  provide,  and 

WHEREAS,  Notwithstanding  these  facts 
over  twelve  million  workers  are  unemployed; 
millions  of  Youth  denied  their  elementary 
right  and  need  to  equal  educational  and  job 
opportunities;  and  millions  of  aged  and  in- 
capacitated haunted  by  the  specter  of  want; 
and  a  great  portion  of  the  population  in  need 
of  decent  homes,  thus  indicating  that  unem- 
ployment is  not  abating  but  a  constantly 
more  acute  problem,  resulting  from  an  in- 
creasing intensity  of  greedy  exploitation  for 
profits  unbalancing  the  forces  of  production 
and  consumption  of  goods,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  existing  tax  system  gen- 
erally places  the  burden  on  lower  incomes 
further  depressing  Labors'  purchasing  pow- 


er; causing  insufficient  public  funds;  curtail- 
ment in  needed  public  improvements  and 
creating  sub-standard  relief,  and  fostering 
pauperization  work  relief  schemes,  such  as 
W.P.A.  which  not  only  depresses  wages  but 
is  demoralizing  and  economically  unsound, 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  most  logical  and  prac- 
tical measure  of  relief  from  unemployment, 
and  the  Youth  problem,  consists  in  a  nation- 
wide systematic  reduction  in  work-hours  per 
day,  and  week,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  unemployed:  to  provide  all  Labor  with 
equal  opportunities  to  employment  in  voca- 
tions for  which  they  qualify,  and  with  oppor- 
tunities to  acquire  said  qualifications;  and 
through  nationwide  increases  in  wages  raise 
the  purchasing  power  of  labor  commensurate 
with  the  national  capacity  to  produce  wealth, 
and 

WHEREAS,  Inflationary  measures,  such 
as  devaluation  of  money  and  sales  taxes,  etc., 
are  slyly  introduced  to  reduce  labors'  pur- 
chasing power  and  to  liquidate  the  wage 
gains  attained  by  labor  through  much  efforts 
and  sacrifices,  and 

WHEREAS,  A  large  portion  of  the  na- 
tion's population  are  still  suffering  from  in- 
adequate housing  facilities,  and  without  neces- 
sary finances  to  build  homes  without  required 
Federal  aid,  the  construction  of  same  would 
create  more  sustained  employment, 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED, 
That  this  Convention  endorse  the  enactment 
of  Federal  Legislation  providing  for  a  maxi- 
mum work  week  of  thirty  hours  with  no 
reduction  in  daily,  weekly  or  monthly  pay 
and  affecting  all  employment,  except  for 
Agriculture  where  special  provisions  be 
made  inconformity  with  the  principle  of  re- 
duction in  hours  without  affecting  income 
and  with  fair  prices  to  the  Agricultural 
people. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That 
we  favor  Federal  Legislation  which  will 
establish  in  reality  said  equal  job  oppor- 
tunities at  prevailing  trade  union  wages,  for 
all  workers  through  a  systematic  reduction 
in  hours  and  increases  in  wages  consistent 
with  the  capacity  to  produce,  and  with  the 
national  wealth  produced  by  labor,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That 
we  go  on  record  to  oppose  any  inflationary 
measures  or  money  devaluation  which  tends 
to  reduce  the  purchasing  power  of  labor,  and 
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BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That 
we  call  on  the  Convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  through  its  Executive 
Committee  to  launch  an  aggressive  national 
campaign  by  its  affiliated  unions  to  achieve 
these  objectives  through  the  activity  and 
strength  of  the  Trade  Union  Movement  and 
also  through  mentioned  legislation,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That 
we  go  on  record  to  request  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  Convention  to  request 
the  United  States  Congress  to  launch  a 
Federal  ten  billion  dollar  Public  Works  and 
Model  Housing  Program  divorced  from  all 
relief  agencies,  and  based  on  prevailing  trade 
union  wages  and  conditions  and  a  six  hour 
day  and  thirty  hour  work  week  and  said 
program  also  to  provide  to  give  financial  aid 
to  Cooperative  Housing  Enterprises, 

Submitted  by- 
Walter  Frank,  Delegate, 
Local  No.  190,  Minneapolis 

Supported  by 

Twin  City  District  Council 

RESOLUTION  No.  5 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  Many  solicitors,  in  various  lo- 
cal  unions   affiliated   with   this  International 
Union,  solicit  work  from  plastering  contrac- 
tors as  well  as  general  contractors;  and 

WHEREAS,  They  should  be  accorded  the 
same  privileges  as  are  stipulated  in  Section  No. 
175  of  our  Constitution; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
the  words  "plastering  or"  be  inserted  in  Sec- 
tion No.  175,  immediately  following  the  word 
"any"  in  line  five,  on  page  53. 

Submitted  by  J.  O.  Dahl,  Local  Union  No. 
268. 

RESOLUTION  No.  6 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wfiod,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  Internationa!  Union. 
WHEREAS,  At  the  Sixteenth  Convention 
held  by  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers' 
International  Union,  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution of  that  organization  was  duly  pre- 
sented, adopted,  and  read  into  the  said  con- 
stitution to  be  known  as  Section  No.  182  there- 
of ;  and 


WHEREAS,  Although  we  were  not  privi- 
leged to  enjoy  its  provisions  and  intent,  it  hav- 
ing been  deemed  advisable  to  suspend  the 
same,  we  do  appreciate  the  value  and  pur- 
poses of  the  said  Section,  and  wish  for  our 
local  unions  and  membership  to  enjoy  the  re- 
sults which  will  be  derived  from  the  same; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
the  purposes  contained  in  the  beforementioned 
Section  No.  182  be  adopted  by  this  convention 
and  incorporated  in  the  constitution  in  place 
of  the  now  existing  Section  No.  200  thereof, 
the  assessment  therefor  be  placed  at  Two  Dol- 
lars ($2.00)  per  member,  per  year,  due  and 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  July  of  each  year. 

Submitted  by  J.  O.  Dahl,  Local  Union  No. 
268. 

RESOLUTION  No.  7 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  in  some  instances  it  has  been 
proven  to  be  appropriate,  and  to  an  advantage 
to  our  craft  and  organization,  that  the  terri- 
torial jurisdiction  of  a  State  Council  be  so 
extended  as  to  cover  more  than  the  one  state 
for  which  charters  are  customarily  issued;  and 
WHEREAS,  This  would  be  of  great  assist- 
ance to  such  State  Councils  as  may  find  it 
somewhat   inconvenient   to   function  properly 
alone ; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
Section  No.  99,  of  the  constitution  of  the 
L.I.U.,  be  amended  as  follows: 

"It  shall  be  permissible  for  State  Council 
cliarters  to  be  issued  to  combined  states  of  one 
to  three  states,  with  territorial  jurisdiction  over 
the  same,  and  that  the  same  laws  of  this  con- 
stitution shall  apply  thereto  as  shall  apply  to 
other  State  Councils." 

Submitted  by  J.  O.  Dahl,  Local  Union  No. 
268. 

RESOLUTION  No.  8 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  more  rapid  and  convenient 
means  of  transportation  are  now  accorded  to 
our  members  who  are  called  upon  to  occa- 
sionally work  in  the  jurisdictions  of  local 
unions  immediately  adjacent  to  their  own  local 
union ;  and 
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WHEREAS,  Such  conveniences  and  condi- 
tions bring  about  a  greater  demand  for  closer 
co-operation  between  local  unions  now  lying  at 
greater  distances  than  that  specified  at  this  time 
in  section  No.  98,  of  the  constitution  of  the 
L.I.U.; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that 
distance  of  radius,  as  set  fortli  in  Section  No. 
98,  be  extended  to  150  miles,  and  the  same 
laws  specified  otherwise,  continue  to  apply. 

Submitted  by  J.  O.  Dahl,  Local  Union  No. 
268. 

RESOLUTION  No.  9 

To  tlie  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

WHEREAS,  There  are  dastardly  efforts  be- 
ing made  by  the  Committee  of  Industrial  Or- 
ganization, or  some  of  its  representatives,  to 
organize  lathers  into  that  organization,  thereby 
doing  great  harm  and  injury  to  the  proper 
functioning  of  our  International  Union  and  its 
membership;  and 

WHEREAS,  Overtures  have  been  made  to 
members  of  our  organization  to  take  member- 
ship in  this  proposed  dual  organization,  and 
will  no  doubt  be  made  to  others  from  time  to 
time ; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
an  automatic  fine  of  FIVE  HUNDRED 
DOLLARS  ($500.00)  be  placed,  by  this  Inter- 
national Union,  against  any  and  all  members 
who  may  accept  membership  into  the  said 
Committee  of  Industrial  Organization;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  this 
fine  shall  be  irrevocable,  and  the  refunding  of 
such  fine  be  not  permissible. 

Submitted  by  J.  O.  Dahl,  Local  Union  No. 
268. 

RESOLUTION  No.  10 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

RESOLVED  that: 

1.  As  an  economy  measure  the  salaries  of 
the  officers  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union  be  substantially 
reduced. 

2.  The  twenty-five  cent  monthly  assessment 
per  member  for  organization  purposes  as  de- 


scribed in  Section  93  of  our  International  Con- 
stitution be  abolished. 
Submitted  by 

Clarence  Sorensen,  President, 
H.  W.  O'Neill,  Secretary, 
For  the  Officers  and  Members 
of  Local  No.  19. 

RESOLUTION  No.  11 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,    We    have   members   in  our 
organization  that  are  60  years  of  age  or  more 
and  have  been  in  continuous  good  standing  for 
a  period  of  25  years  or  more;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  come  to  pass  that  the 
L.I.U.  aid  its  aged  members  as  there  are  no 
benefits  for  the  aged  members  at  present. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
the  L.I.U.  provide  a  pension  fund  that  will  pay 
these  members  $30.00  per  month  starting  July 
1st,  1940. 
Submitted  by 

Aug.  M.  Liesse,  Local  No.  209 
A.  J.  Plant,  Local  No.  121 

RESOLUTION  No.  12 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,   There  are  members   in  our 
organization  that  are  60  years  of  age  and  older 
and  have  been  in  continuous  good  standing  in 
the  L.I.U.  for  25  years  or  more;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  it  is  hard  for  them  to  keep 
up  their  dues  in  their  respective  locals, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
these  members  be  exempt  of  all  dues  and  tax 
to  the  International  Union  and  be  carried  as 
honorary  members  of  the  L.I.U.  with  full 
benefits. 

Submitted  by 

A.  J.  Plant,  Local  121 
Aug.  M.  Liesse,  Local  209 
L.  F.  BUELL,  Local  19 

RESOLUTION  No.  13 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
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WHEREAS,  Many  delegates  attending 
L.I.U  conventions  do  so  with  limited  time  and 
funds  at  their  disposal,  and  if  the  convention 
extends  into  more  than  the  usual  five-day  ses- 
sions it  may  be  necessary  for  some  of  these 
delegates  to  leave  the  convention  before  they 
have  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  elec- 
tion of  otlkers— one  of  the  last  proceedings 
on  the  convention  agenda;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  election  of  officers  is  the 
most  important  proceeding  of  a  convention,  in- 
asmucli  as  the  destiny  of  the  L.I.U  between 
conventions  is  entrusted  to  the  elected  officials, 
and 

WHEREAS,  All  delegates  attending  a  con- 
vention of  any  democratic  organization  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  express  their  choice  in 
the  election  of  their  future  officials,  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  desirable  that  provision  be 
made  so  that  all  delegates  may  be  present  to 
cast  their  votes  for  this  purpose, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
the  election  of  officers  of  the  L.I.U.  shall  be 
held  not  later  than  the  afternoon  session  of 
the  fifth  day  of  the  convention.  The  election 
shall  start  not  later  than  three  o'clock  of  said 
session  and  unless  it  has  so  started,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  set  aside  this  time  as  a  special 
order  of  business,  to  take  precedence  over  all 
other  matters. 

Submitted  by  John  J.  Vohden,  Jr.,  Local  No 
102. 

RESOLUTION  No.  14 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

WHEREAS,  At  times  in  the  past  the  grant- 
ing of  charters  to  new  locals  has  sometimes 
been  the  cause  of  creating  ill  feeling  between 
the  new  local  and  the  next  nearest  local;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  granting  a  charter  the  new 
local  is  granted  all  work  in  the  territory  taken 
over  by  said  local  regardless  of  the  fact  that 
this  territory  was  in  the  jurisdiction  of  one  of 
the  older  locals  prior  to  the  installing  of  new 
charter,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  business  agents  of  the  lo- 
cals are  taken  care  of  all  work  in  their  terri- 
tory, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
in  all  cases  where  a  new  local  is  installed,  all 
work  that  has  already  been  advertised  for  bid 


shall  remain  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local 
controlling  said  territory  at  the  time  bid  was 
advertised. 

John  Langan, 
New  York  State  Giuncil 

RESOLUTION  No.  15 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  Section  No.  166  of  our  Inter- 
national  Constitution  states  that  the  age  of 
an  apprentice  shall  not  be  under  sixteen  or  over 
twenty-one,  thus  meaning  that  an  apprentice 
may  be  indentured  at  the  age  of  sixteen;  and 
WHEREAS,  In  the  State  of  New  York,  it 
is  mandatory  that  a  child  attend  school  until 
he  is  eighteen  years  old,  and 

WHEREAS,  If  a  child  starts  working  at 
sixteen  he  must  secure  a  working  permit  from 
the  Board  of  Education  and  other  red  tape  is 
necessary  such  as  higher  compensation,  etc., 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
in  such  states  where  the  age  of  boys  starting 
work  is  governed  by  State  Law,  Section  No. 
166  shall  read :  Said  apprentice  not  to  be  under 
the  age  of  18  or  over  the  age  of  21. 
John  Langan, 
New  York  State  Council 

RESOLUTION  No.  16 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  Local  No.  19  has  been  deprived 
since   1925  of  half-way  jurisdiction  between 
Chicago  and  Joliet  as  provided  in  our  Inter- 
national Constitution ;  and 

WHEREAS,  Local  No.  19  has  appealed 
without  avail  on  several  occasions  to  Local  No. 
74  to  arrive  at  a  definite  half-way  boundary, 
and 

WHEREAS,  Local  No.  19  respectfully  re- 
quests that  the  Grievance  Committee  take  this 
matter  up  through  the  proper  channels  that  a 
just  and  satisfactory  settlement  may  be  made 
in  accordance  with  Section  4  of  our  Interna- 
tional Constitution. 

Clarence  Sorensen,  President 
H.  W.  O'Neill,  Secretary 

RESOLUTION  No.  17 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
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WHKREAS,  It  is  a  recognized  lact  iliat 
universal  peace  can  only  be  established  and 
maintained  in  the  world  if  it  is  based  upon 
social  justice;  and 

VVHKRKAS,  The  International  Labor  Or- 
ganization has  been  established  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  social  justice  to  the  world,  and 
has  efi'ectively  contributed  to  that  end,  and 

WHEREAS,  Our  country  has  become  a 
member  of  the  International  Labor  Organiza- 
tion, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
this  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union  endorse  the  work 
of  the  International  Labor  Organization  and 
the  principles  for  which  it  stands. 

Wm.  J.  McSorley. 

RESOLUTION  No.  18 

To    the    Ofificers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,   On  petition  of  any  Local 
Union  or  Unions  that  it  be  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  craft  that  they  join  and  asso- 
ciate themselves  with  a  general  association 
or  group  of  Local  Unions  for  the  purpose  of 
servicing  a  combination  of  jurisdictional  ter- 
ritories, then  the  General  President,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Executive  Board,  shall  be 
empowered  to  grant  to  such  an  association 
or  group,  a  territorial  Charter  for  the  pur- 
pose described  in  the  submitted  petition. 

Such  Unions  becoming  a  party  to  such  an 
association  or  group  shall  retain  their  origi- 
nal charters  but  shall  subject  themselves  to 
such  wage  scale,  working  conditions  and  the 
like,  that  such  an  association  or  group  may 
set  up  by  their  governing  rules,  all  of  which 
shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Inter- 
national Union. 

Such  a  group  or  association  shall  have  no 
vote  in  any  International  Convention,  such 
votes  remaining  in  and  with  those  original 
Unions  making  up  and  being  a  part  of  the 
above  mentioned  association  or  group. 

Signed — Hubert  L.  Connor,  Local  No.  72. 

RESOLUTION  No.  19 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  The  jurisdiction  of  the  In- 
ternational organization  is  being  endangered 


and  encroached  upon  by  other  construction 
international  Unions,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  piratc-like  tactics  of 
of  these  International  Unions  resulted  in 
many  instances  in  the  loss  of  work  which 
rightfully  belongs  to  our  members,  and 

WHEREAS,  There  is  collusion  between 
some  large  construction  International  Unions 
who  aid  one  another,  now  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  incoming  General 
President  and  Executive  Council  give  serious 
consideration  to  formation  of  an  alliance 
with  other  International  Unions  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  each  other  against  the  unwar- 
ranted encroachment  of  jurisdictional  rights. 

Hubert  L.  Connor,  Local  No.  72 

RESOLUTION  No.  20 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  Welding  has  become  a  very 
important  factor  in  the  erection  and  applica- 
tion of  materials  covered  by  our  trade  juris- 
diction, and 

WHEREAS,  Some  of  our  Local  Unions 
are  seemingly  in  ignorance  that  the  use  of 
the  welding  tool  is  a  part  of  the  lathers  trade 
and  have  neglected  to  properly  train  mem- 
bers of  our  organization  in  the  use  of  this 
tool,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  practice  of  using  mem- 
bers of  other  crafts  in  the  welding  of  work 
awarded  to  this  organization  results  in  the 
loss  of  work  to  members  of  this  organiza- 
tion, therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  Section  3  of  our  In- 
ternational by-laws  be  changed  so  as  to  in- 
clude all  welding  incidental  to  the  trade 
of  lathing,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  incoming  officers 
use  every  means  at  their  command  to  have 
our  local  unions  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  train  their  members  in  the  use  of  the 
welding  torch  as  an  integral  part  of  their 
craft. 

C  J.  HAGGERTY,  Local  42. 

RESOLUTION  No.  21 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
RESOLVED,  That  the  word  "fifteen"  on 

line  seven,  of  Section  No.  148.  be  deleted, 
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and  that  the  word  "five"  be  substituted  lor 
the  same,  thereby  encouraging  many  mem- 
bers desiring  to  cease  working  at  the  trade, 
to  continue  their  membership  in  our  Inter- 
national Union. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  J.  HAGGERTY,  Local  No.  42. 

RESOLUTION  No.  22 
To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  liie 

Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 

and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

WHEREAS,  due  to  a  great  deal  of  con- 
troversy over  the  placing  of  Charters  in 
territory  already  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
other  locals  and  in  many  cases  the  wage 
scales  are  lowered  below  the  standards 
already  set  forth  for  the  territory,  we  feel 
that  an  amendment  is  due  to  our  Interna- 
tional Constitution  under  Section  No.  58. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  To  amend  Section 
No.  58  to  read,  that  before  a  new  Charter 
is  issued,  the  International  Organization 
must  take  the  matter  up  with  the  adjacent 
Locals  and  that  the  names  of  applicants  as 
Charter  Members  be  submitted  to  these  ad- 
jacent Locals. 

Lionel  Brodeur,  Pres.  of  Tri  State  Council. 

Approved  by  the  Tri  State  Council  com- 
posed of  Locals  4,  53,  75,  87,  168,  217,  401 
and  492. 

RESOLUTION  No.  23 
To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 

Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 

and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

WHEREAS,  Local  No.  53  has  at  this 
time  some  20  ex-members  roaming  around 
the  country  and  getting  work  where-ever 
they  can.  True,  some  of  them  may  be  good 
ex-members  but  a  good  many  of  them  are 
undesirable  and  will  come  in  from  time  to 
time  so  we  feel  we  should  have  some  protec- 
tion for  our  good  members  and  feel  that 
an  amendment  to  section  No.  133  of  our 
International  Constiution  is  due. 

SO  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  section 
No.  133  be  amended  to  read  any  reinstated 
member  may  be  rejected  who  has  not  been 
in  good  continuous  standing  for  five  years 
instead  of  two  years.  This  new  law  to  be 
optional  with  each  local  union.  This  law  not 
to  change  the  six  month  status  of  new  mem- 
bers. 

Lionel  Brodeur,  Local  No.  S3 
Delegate  from  the  Tri-State  Council. 
James  Leyden,  Delegate  Local  No.  S3. 


RESOLUTION  No.  24 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  For  years  the  unions 
throughout  this  country  and  Canada  have 
been  erecting  metal  lath  and  furring  accord- 
ing to  some  method  or  other  and  under  all 
sorts  of  specifications  which  tend  to  suit  the 
whims  or  ideas  of  architects  and  builders, 
with  no  thought  in  many  cases  as  to  the 
durability  of  the  work  or  the  safety  of  the 
public  in  general.  Having  no  code  in  our 
International  Union,  or  standards  and  spe- 
cifications set  forth  to  govern  the  erection 
of  our  work,  we  lay  ourselves  open  to  criti- 
cism and  continuous  infringement  and 
substitutions  which  take  the  place  of  our  work. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  an  amendment  be  made  to  our  consti- 
tion  that  a  Metal  Lathing  and  Furring  Code 
be  provided  with  standard  specifications  set 
forth  in  same  to  govern  the  erection  of  all 
our  work  throughout  the  entire  International 
Union's  Jurisdiction.  This  to  be  made  the 
first  order  of  business  for  our  Executive 
Council. 

Lionel  Brodeur 

Pres.  of  Tri   State  Council. 

.Approved  by  the  Tri  State  Council  com- 
posed of  Locals  4,  53,  75,  87,  168,  217,  401 
and  492. 

RESOLUTION  No.  25 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  We  the  Local  Unions  af- 
filiated with  the  Tri-State  Council  feel  that 
due  to  the  substitution  of  various  methods 
of  erecting  iron  and  materials  which  take 
the  place  of  metal  lath  and  furring  and  which 
are  being  done  continuously  on  all  large 
Government  jobs  by  other  tradesmen  other 
than  our  own,  we  shall  have  a  representa- 
tive in  Washington  at  all  times  to  properly 
protect  our  craft,  and  to  do  everything  pos- 
sible to  have  these  substitutes  eliminated. 
Proper  representation  by  one  of  our  quali- 
fied members  would  place  us  in  a  position 
to  argue  at  all  times  any  jurisdictional  dis- 
putes before  the  Building  Trades  Depart- 
ment without  calling  our  General  President 
in  from  some  other  part  of  the  Country 
where  perhaps  he  is  badly  needed. 


THE  LATHER 


99 


BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  the  Delegates 
herewith  assembled  at  this  convention  de- 
clare this  to  be  made  a  part  of  our  Inter- 
national Constitution. 

Lionel  Brodeur 

President  Tri  State  Council. 

Approved  by  Tri  State  Council  composed 
of  Locals  4,  53,  75,  87,  168,  217,  401,  429, 
and  492. 

RESOLUTION  No.  26 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  We  the  Local  Unions  af- 
filated  with  the  Tri  State  Council  feel  that 
older  members  who  have  been  in  continuous 
good  standing  for  a  period  of  thirty  years 
and  who  are  no  longer  able  to  work  at  the 
trade  should  be  given  some  special  privileges. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  Section  83  be 
amended  and  this  added  to  same: 

"Members  in  continuous  good  standing 
for  a  period  of  thirty  years  shall  be  given 
a  paid-up  membership  book,  gold  sealed,  and 
entitled  to  full  funeral  benefits  from  then 
on  provided  they  no  longer  are  able  to 
work  at  the  trade." 

Lionel  Brodeur 

President  Tri  State  Council. 

Approved  by  Tri  State  Council  composed 
of  Locals  4,  53,  75,  87.  168,  217,  401,  429 
and  492. 

RESOLUTION  No.  27 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  There  has  been  a  lot  of  con- 
tention in  Local  No.  53  in  the  past  thirty 
years  over  the  jurisdiction  of  wrork  and  it 
being  next  to  impossible  to  organize  Lathers 
who  at  some  time  or  other  would  attempt 
to  create  a  two  wage  scale,  we  as  metal 
lathers  do  approve  of  our  international  of- 
ficers' help  in  getting  these  men  into  locals 
of  their  own.  But  as  there  are  a  number 
of  ex-members  of  various  locals  who  are 
always  ready  to  make  trouble  and  to  in- 
fringe on  the  work  of  other  locals  we  think 
that  they  should  be  instructed  where  new 
charters  are  to  be  issued  that  any  agree- 
ments entered  into  between  them  and  an- 
other  local   shall   be   strictly   adhered  to. 


Therefore  we  feel  that  this  convention 
should  go  along  with  us. 

SO  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  And  added  to 
our  constitution  that  any  new  locals  in  the 
future,  set  up  in  a  town  or  locality  where 
there  is  already  an  established  local,  they 
shall  be  known  as  Class  B  locals  and  witi 
come  under  the  supervision  of  the  first  estab- 
lished local. 

Lionel  Brodeur,  Local  No.  53,  Delegate 
from  the  Tri  State  Council. 

James  Leyden,  Delegate  Local  53. 

RESOLUTION  No.  28 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
RESOLVED,  That  the  members  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International 
Union  will  refuse  to  fabricate  or  erect  any 
materials  which  are  not  manufactured  in  the 
U.  S.  of  America. 

Submitted  by  Geo.  Gallivan,  Hudson  Val- 
ley District  Council. 

Walter  Hignight,  Local  No.  386,  New- 
burgh,  N.  Y. 

RESOLUTION  No.  29 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,   Due  to   the  encroachment 
upon  our  trade  by  other  crafts,  especially  in 
the  erection  of  metal  specialties  and  acous- 
tical  materials,   which   causes  considerable 
grievance  to  our  local  unions;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  many  cases  the  lather  is 
denied  his  right  to  the  erection  of  these 
products  through  being  unfamiliar  with 
many  new  materials  coming  steadily  or  the 
market,  and 

WHEREAS,  Other  crafts  being  more  ac- 
tive in  the  field  in  claiming  the  erection 
of  these  specialties  our  members  are  losing 
a  large  percent  of  their  earnings  through 
unemployment, 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED, 
That  our  International  Office  take  immediate 
action  on  all  metal  and  acoustical  specialties 
which  should  come  under  our  trade  juris- 
diction —  and  that  our  International  Office 
gather  data  which  is  to  include  a  picture 
of  each  specialty,  showing  the  erection  of 
same  and  for  what  purpose  used. 
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This  data  to  be  sent  to  each  local  uiuun 
for  its  files  so  that  our  meinbership  at  large 
can  familiarize  itself  with  all  our  work, 
thereby  aiding  in  the  maintenance  of  closer 
cooperation  with  our   International  Office. 

Submitted  by  Geo.  Gallivan,  Hudson  Val- 
ley District  Council. 

Walter  Higniglit,  Local  No.  386,  New- 
burgh,  N.  Y. 

RESOLUTION  No.  30 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  A  working  agreement  and 
supplementary  agreement  was  entered  into 
between  Local  No.  46  and  308  on  October 
15,  1935,  specifying  jurisdiction  over  metal 
lath  and  corner  beads;  and 

WHEREAS,  Delegate  Mulholland  pre- 
sented said  agreement  for  reading  to  the 
Seventeenth  Convention  as  shown  on  page 
No.  198  of  The  Lather,  November,  1936, 
issue,  and  not  in  the  regular  procedure  to 
resolutions  committee, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  the  said  agree- 
ment be  now  presented  to  the  Eighteenth 
Convention  and  adopted  as  part  of  the  pro- 
cedure in  this  convention. 
.  Submitted  by 

Charles  Musarra,  Local  No.  308 
Del.  F.  Quinto,  Local  No.  308 

RESOLUTION  No.  31 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  A  class  B  Local  system  has 
been   created   in    New   York   by  dififerent 
trades,  including  the  lathers,  consisting  of 
a  working  day  of  eight  hours  at  one  ($1.00) 
Dollar  per  hour,  in  contrast  with  a  working 
day  of  six  hours  at  two  ($2.00)  Dollars  per 
hour  by  the  so-called  A  locals;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  system  was  created 
with  a  purpose  and  the  result  is  not  what 
was  expected.  It  now  proves  to  be  a  detri- 
ment to  the  trade,  as  it  establishes  the 
Lathers'  scale  of  wages  at  ($8.00)  eight 
dollars  per  day  and  not  the  hard  earned 
twelve  ($12.00)  dollars.  The  B  locals  refuse 
to  cooperate  with  the  A  locals  when  dealing 
with  alteration  work  and  small  homes.  Never- 
theless they  are  considered  as  union  men, 
and 


WHEREAS,  An  opposing  union,  who  in- 
tends to  organize  building  trades  mechanics, 
can  safely  organize  under  a  wage  scale  of 
eight  dollars  without  being  accused  of  com- 
peting against  A.  F.  L.  mechanics,  because 
eight  dollars  per  day  and  eight  hours  per 
day  would  be  the  established  scale  by  the 
A.  F.  L.  affiliates. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  the  B  Local  system  be  eliminated. 

Submitted  by 

Charles  Musarra,  Local  No.  308 
Del.  F.  Quinto,  Local  No.  308 

RESOLUTION  No.  32 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

COPY  OF  AGREEMENT. 

Agreement  between  Local  No.  308,  L.I.U 
and  Local  No.  46,  L.I.U.  covering  such 
building  operations  known  as  Flat  houses, 
alterations  jobs  or  other  types  of  building 
operations  where  wood  floors,  beams  and 
wood  studs  and  wood  furring  strips  are 
used 

On  the  above  class  of  work  Local  No. 
308  agrees  to  waive  claim  to  all  corner 
beads,  base  beads,  and  picture  beads  or  any 
other  type  of  beads  used  in  connection 
with  plastering  work. 

On  the  above  class  of  work  Local  No.  46 
agrees  to  waive  claim  to  all  nailing  or  stap- 
ling on  or  wire  lath,  metal  lath,  or  other 
lath  or  plaster  board  material  nailed  or 
stapled  on  in  connection  with  plastering 
work. 

Local  No.  308  and  Local  No.  46  agree 
that  permits  will  be  given  to  members  of 
both  Locals  whenever  either  local  is  un- 
able to  furnish  men  for  the  above  mentioned 
work. 

Committee  for  No.  46: 

Hugh  Birney,  President 

Walter  M.  Matthews. 

Tim  Spillane. 
Committee  for  No.  308: 

Frederico  Quinto,  President. 

Joseph  M.  Vacirca. 

George  Gerrity. 
This  agreement  to  take  effect  October  15, 
1935. 

(Signed)    Frank  Spitzer,  Notary  Public, 
New  York  County  —  New  York  County 
Clerk  No.  359     —  Reg.  No.  7  S.  430 
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RESOLUTION  No.  33 

To  the  Oniccrs  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eiglilcentli  Convention  of  tlie  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

"The  understanding  between  Locals  Nos. 
46  and  308  is  on  a  mixed  job  any  nailing  or 
stapling  which  exceeds  100  yards  belongs  to 
Local  No.  308  and  it  is  also  agreed  where 
there  is  400  feet  of  corner  beads  or  less 
shall  be  done  by  Local  No.  308.  Any  corner 
beads  in  excess  of  400  feet  shall  be  done 
by  members  of  Local  No.  46;  any  stapling  on 
a  mixed  job  which  is  less  than  100  yards  is 
to  be  done  by  members  of  Local  No.  46. 

"This  agreement  was  reached  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  New  York  City  District  Council 
of  Lathers  at  a  meeting  held  Wednesday, 
October  15,  1936.  Locals  present:  Local  No. 
244,  Local  No.  308  and  Local  No.  46. 

Submitted  by  Tim  Spillane,  Leonard  Kliiik, 
Wm.  Cohen,  Walter  M.  Matthews,  Alichael 
Finn,  Joseph  Mulholland." 

RESOLUTION  No.  34 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  Liternational  Union. 

WHEREAS,  Local  unions  are  put  to  the 
expense  of  maintaining  working  conditions 
for  their  membership,  and  without  obtaining 
such  work  for  its  members,  the  revenue 
necessary  to  finance  the  same,  such  condi- 
tions would  possibly  not  exist  in  such  juris- 
diction; and 

WHEREAS,  In  some  instances,  contract- 
ing lathers  operating  in  other  jurisdictions 
have  gone  into  such  jurisdictions  and  con- 
tracted lathing  from  plastering  and  general 
contractors  therein,  and  insist  upon  doing 
such  work  upon  the  same  basis  as  if  they 
were  following  their  own  contractors  into 
the  said  jurisdiction,  and 

WHEREAS,  We  feel  that  such  procedures 
are  not  in  conformity  with  the  intent  of 
provisions  stipulated  in  Section  No.  176  of 
the  constitution  of  the  L.T.U., 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  Section  No.  176  be  so  amended  as  to 
stipulate  that  when  a  Contracting  Lather  is 
not  following  a  plastering  or  general  con- 
tractor from  the  jurisdiction  wherein  he 
himself  officially  operates,  that  he  be  per- 


mitted to  only  bring  a  foreman  with  him 
into  other  jurisdictions. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  J.  Skelley,  Local  No.  278. 

RESOLUTION  No.  35 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,    Many    delegates  attending 
L.I.U.  conventions  do  so  with  limited  time 
and  funds  at  their  disposal  and  if  the  con- 
vention extends  into  more  than  the  usual 
five  day  sessions  it  may  be  necessary  for 
some  of  these  delegates  to  leave  the  conven- 
tion before  they  have  an  opportunity  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  election  of  officers — one  of  the 
last  proceedings  of  the  convention  agenda; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  election  of  Officers  is 
the  most  important  proceeding  of  a  con- 
vention inasmuch  as  the  destiny  of  the 
L.I.U.  between  conventions  is  entrusted  to 
the  elected  officials,  and 

WHEREAS,  All  delegates  attending  a 
convention  of  any  democratic  organization 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  express  their 
choice  in  the  election  of  their  future  officials, 
and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  desirable  that  provision 
be  made  so  tliat  all  delegates  may  be  present 
to  cast  their  votes  for  this  purpose, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED 
THAT,  The  election  of  Officers  of  the 
L.I.LT.  shall  be  held  not  later  than  the  after- 
noon session  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  conven- 
tion. The  election  shall  start  not  later  than 
three  o'clock  of  said  session  and  unless  it 
has  so  started,  the  President  shall  set  aside 
this  time  as  a  special  order  of  business,  to 
take  precedence  over  all  other  matters. 

Submitted  by  John  J.  Vohden,  Jr.  (Local 
102),  Lionel  Brodeur  (Tri  State  District 
Council). 

RESOLUTION  No.  36 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  Section  No.  166  of  our  In- 
ternational Constitution  states  that  the  age 
of  an  apprentice  shall  not  be  under  Sixteen 
or  over  Twenty-One,  thus  meaning  that  an 
Apprentice  may  be  indentured  at  the  age  of 
Sixteen ; 
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AND  WHEREAS,  lii  ihc  State  of  New 
York,  it  is  mandatory  that  a  child  attend 
school  until  he  is  Eighteen  years  old, 

AND  WHEREAS,  If  a  child  starts  work- 
ing at  Sixteen  he  must  secure  a  working 
permit  from  the  Board  of  Education  and 
other  red  tape  is  necessary  such  as  higher 
compensation,  etc., 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  in  such  States  where  the  age  of  boys 
starting  work  is  governed  by  State  Law. 
Section  No.  166  shall  read.  Said  apprentice 
not  to  be  un<Icr  llie  age  of  18  or  over  tlic 
age  of  21. 

John  Langan,  N.  Y.  State  Coiincil. 

RESOLUTION  No.  37 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,   At   times   in   the  past  the 
granting    of    charters    to    new    locals  has 
sometimes  been   the  cause  of  creating  ill 
feeling  between  the  new  local  and  the  next 
nearest  local; 

AND  WHEREAS,  As  in  granting  a  char- 
ter the  new  local  is  granted  all  work  in  the 
territory  taken  over  by  said  local  regardless 
of  the  fact  that  this  territory  was  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  one  of  the  older  locals  prior 
to  the  installing  of  a  new  charter, 

AND  WHEREAS,  The  business  agents 
of  the  locals  are  taking  care  of  all  work  in 
their  territory, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  in  all  cases  where  a  new  local  is  in- 
stalled, all  work  that  has  already  been  ad- 
vertised for  bid  shall  remain  in  the  juris- 
diction of  the  local  controlling  said  territory 
at  the  time  bid  was  advertised. 

John  Langan,  N.  Y.  State  Council. 

RESOLUTION  No.  38 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  Section  No.  74  of  the  Con- 
stitution  of   the   Wood,   Wire   and  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union  sets  forth  that 
a  convention  shall  be  held  every  three  years 
by  that  organization  at  such  place  as  the 
delegates    have   selected    at    the  preceding 
Convention;  and 


WHEREAS,  It  is  the  wisii  of  this  organ- 
ization that  the  delegates  attending  its  con- 
ventions sliall  combine  pleasure,  as  far  as 
possible,  with  duties  and  llic  business  of 
such  conventions,  and 

WHEREAS,  This  great  Midwestern  City 
of  Chicago,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  on  the 
southwestern  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  and 
in  the  very  center  of  Commerce  and  Trans- 
portation, blessed  with  every  facility  to  pro- 
vide comfort  and  recreation  and  pleasure  at 
a  minimum  of  cost  in  time  and  money, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  the  next  convention  of  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union 
shall  convene  on  the  second  Monday  in  the 
month  of  September  of  the  year  1942,  with 
Local  No.  74  as  host  in  the  City  of  Chi- 


cago, Illinois. 


Thomas  Priestly. 


RESOLUTION  No.  39 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  The  threatened  invasion  of 
the  C.I.O.  has  already  become  a  fact;  and 

WHEREAS,  Immediate  action  by  the 
L.I.U.  is  essential  in  order  to  protect  our 
interests  and  counteract  C.I.O.  activity  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  proper  method  of  pro- 
ceeding with  this  idea  would  be  to  inaugu- 
rate a  concentrated  organizational  drive  — 
the  first  step  of  this  plan  being  the  placing 
of  as  many  organizers  into  the  field  as  in- 
come permits,  and 

WHEREAS,  An  increase  in  the  Vice- 
Presidents  is  desirable  in  order  to  facilitate 
this  plan, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  the  Vice-Presidents  be  increased  from 
9  to  12. 

John  J.  Vohden,  Jr.,  Local  102. 

Geo.  Stroup,  Greater  St.  Louis  Dist.  Co. 

Lionel  Broduer,  Tri  State  Dist.  Co. 

RESOLUTION  No.  40 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eiglitcenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Afetal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  In  the  past  and  at  the  pre- 
sent time  our  members  have  trouble  in  get- 
ting a  few  days  or  more  work  in  different 
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parts  of  the  coiinti>-  or  locaK,  due  to  ilu 
tact  that  large  lathing  contractors  liavc  a 
regular  gang  of  men  they  do  just  as  they 
wish  with,  and  that  the  local  unions  get  only 
50%  of  the  work  on  jobs  of  this  nature  un- 
iler  Section  No.  176; 

THEREFORE,  BE  JT  Rl':SOLVED, 
That  the  outside  contractor  coming  into  a 
local's  jurisdiction  only  be  allowed  to  bring 
a  foreman.  Thus  making  Section  No.  176 
read  instead  of  50%  of  men  required  upon 
the  work  from  among  the  local  members,  it 
shall  read  "The  Contractor  shall  only  be 
allowed  to  bring  his  foreman." 

Claude  Reed,  Local  No.  52. 

RESOLUTION  No.  41 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  Section  106  of  the  Interna- 
tional  Union   Constitution  expired  January 
1,  1938,  and  conditions  of  work  at  that  time 
did  not   give  opportunity  to  many  of  our 
suspended  Brothers  to  take  advantage  of  this 
Section ; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  commencing  October  1,  1939,  to  and 
including  October  1,  1940,  that  Section  106 
be  continued  in  force  during  this  period. 

Local  31 — Raoul  Beaudry. 

Local  99 — Earl  M.  Conrad. 

Local  142— Frank  C.  Burke. 

Local  254 — Albert  A.  Laplante. 

Local  123 — John  J.  Reagan. 

John  P.  Cook,  Mass.  State  Council. 

Local  143 — Sal  Maso. 

RESOLUTION  No.  42 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  When  the  L.I.U.  was  ori- 
ginally organized  the  principal  duties  of  or- 
ganizers was  the  organization  of  lathers  into 
local  unions;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  kinds  of  material  com- 
ing under  lathers'  jurisdiction  have  been 
developed  and  placed  on  the  market  since 
then,  and 

WHEREAS,  These  new  materials  have 
caused  many  new  types  of  construction  to 
be  developed,  some  of  them  being  of  a 
highly  technical  and  complicated  nature,  so 


nuuli  so  that  oui  lM<lll^t^>,  through  its  evo- 
lution from  the  wood  lathing  stage  to  its 
present  important  position  in  the  construc- 
tion industry  has  during  the  past  25  years 
been  almost  completely  revolutionized,  and 

WHEREAS,  An  organizer  of  today  is  or 
should  be  more  of  a  promoter  or  salesman 
of  our  labor  than  merely  an  organizer  as  the 
word  "organizer"  originally  implied, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  the  efforts  of  our  organizers  who  are 
placed  in  the  field  by  the  General  President 
be  devoted  to  promotional  activities  in  as 
great  a  degree  as  possible  in  order  to  create 
work  for  the  present  members  of  the  L.I.U. 

H.  H.  l-'airbanks.  Local  224. 

RESOLUTION  No.  43 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

GREETINGS! 

WHEREAS,  The  conditions  prevalent  in 
the  lathing  industry  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  are  in  a  deplorable  condition; 

AND  WHEREAS,  The  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers'  International  Union  is  repre- 
sented by  onl)-  seven  Local  Unions  in  the  Dom- 
inion, and  these  Local  Unions  with  their  small 
memberships  fighting  various  forces  intent  upon 
their  destruciton. 

AND  WHEREAS,  The  membership  of 
I^ocal  97  consider  that  lack  of  a  Canadian 
representative  on  our  International  Execu- 
tive Board  has  contributed  largely  to  the 
condition  cited  above, 

AND  WHEREAS,  It  is  our  solemn 
opinion  that  the  Lathers'  International  Union 
in  the  Dominion  is  threatened  with  extinction 
should  the  present  policy  be  continued, 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED, 
That  at  this  Eighteenth  Convention  of 
the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  Inter- 
national Union,  a  resident  Canadian  of  five 
years'  good  standing  in  a  Local  Union  of 
the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  Inter- 
national Union  situated  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  be  elected  to  our  International  Ex- 
ecutive Board,  and  he  shall  be  known  as  the 
Canadian  representative  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  L^nion. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  R.  Weller,  Local  97. 
C.  B.  Berwick,  Local  40. 
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RESOLUTION  No.  44 

To    the    Officers    ami    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  a  reinstated  members'  trans- 
fer may  be  rejected  by  any  Local  of  our  In- 
ternational Union  if  he  has  not  been  in  good 
standing  for  two  years; 
THEREFORE    BE    IT  RESOLVED, 
That  we  change  the  last  line  of  Section 
171  where  it  applies  to  resident  limit  to  trans- 
fer members  to  contract  shall  not  exceed  two 
years. 

Submitted  by  George  T.  Moore,  Illinois 
State  Comicil. 

RESOLUTION  No.  45 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
W'HEREAS,  We  have  many  of  our  con- 
tractors and  solicitors  doing  work  through- 
out the  country  with  a  crew  of  men  going 
from  one  job  to  another  with  little  respect 
for  local  or  International  laws; 
THEREFORE    BE    IT  RESOLVED, 
That  a  contractor  or  a  solicitor  when  go- 
ing into  another  Local  Union's  jurisdiction 
to  do  work  shall  notify  the  Secretary  of  the 
Local   Union   prior   to  starting  said  work. 
Said  contractor  or  solicitor  shall  have  the 
privilege  to  bring  in  his  foreman  or  Super- 
intendent.   .A.11  other  members  must  be  em- 
ployed through  the  Local  Union  in  whose 
jurisdiction  the  work  is  being  done,  provided 
that  said  Local  is  able  to  furnish  required 
number  of  men. 

Submitted  by  George  T.  Moore,  Illinois 
State  Council. 

RESOLUTION  No.  46 

To    the    Officers    and    Delegates    of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 
WHEREAS,  There  are  times  when  many 
of  our  Local  Unions  are  involved  in  a  juris- 
dictional dispute  or  other  trouble  where  it  is 
necessary  to  have  an  organizer  as  early  as 
possible;  be  it 


RESOLVED,  That  any  state  that  lias  a 
State  Council  and  has  been  organized  for  at 
least  five  years  and  has  a  state  business  rep- 
resentative on  call  to  take  care  of  any  im- 
mediate tremble,  such  State  Councils  shall 
be  allowed  .^0%  of  the  expenses  incurred  by 
such  council  from  the  General  Secretary 
Treasurer  of  our  International  Union. 

Submitted  hy  George  T.  Moore,  Illinois 
State  Council. 

RESOLUTION  No.  47 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

WHEREAS,  To  be  or  to  have  been  a 
member  in  continuous  good  standing  in  the 
L.I.U.  for  a  period  of  thirty  or  more  years 
is  a  record  to  be  proud  of,  and  shows  that 
such  a  member  is  sincere  in  the  matter  and 
principles  of  this  organization  and  no  doubt 
in  many  instances  has  made  many  self-sac- 
rifices in  order  to  retain  such  membership; 

THEREFORE    BE    IT  RESOLVED, 
Such  member  shall  be  exempt  from  pay- 
ing dues  and  per  capita  tax,  PROVIDED 
he  is  incapacitated  to  work  at  the  trade  of 
lathing. 

Theo.  Koeppen,  Local  3-14. 

RESOLUTION  No.  48 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  l/nion. 

WHERE.\S,  The  twenty-five  cent  assess- 
for  organizing  purposes  and  for  protecting 
our  jurisdictional  claims  expires  at  this  con- 
vention unless  renewed;  and 

WHEREAS,  Unless  this  assessment  is 
continued  the  International  will  of  necessity 
have  to  curtail  organizational  work  in  order 
to  have  sufficient  funds  on  hand  to  pay  all 
death  benefits, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  the  twenty-five  cent  assessment  be  con- 
tinued. 

Submitted  by  H.  J.  Hagen,  Local  73. 


Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 


September  13th,  1939 


The  imctiiii;  convened  at  two-ten  o'clock, 
President  McSorley  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion will  please  be  in  order. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Creden- 
tials! Is  Brother  Rodier  here? 

(A  sliort  recess  was  had.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion please  be  in  order. 

Are  there  any  Committees  that  arc  ready 
to  report  now? 

is  the  Committee  on  the  .Secretary-Treasur- 
er's Report  ready? 

Is  the  Committee  on  the  Executive  Council 
ready  to  report? 

DELEGATE  SPILLANE  (Greater  N.  Y. 
Dist.  Council)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  officers 
and  delegates  of  our  18th  Convention  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  &  Metal  Lathers'  International 
Union  ; 

"We,  the  Committee  on  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil Report,  wish  to  make  the  following  report  : 
After  carefully  going  over  the  report  as  per 
printed  copies,  find  the  members  used  good 
judgment  in  handling  the  affairs  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council.  We,  therefore,  recommend  the 
adoption  of  this  report  as  a  whole." 

Herbert  Spillane    H.  B.  Kimple 
J.  P.  Boyd  M.  W.  Walkup 

W.  W.  Wallace    John  Vohden 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  Y^ou  have  heard 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  ?  What 
is  j'our  pleasure? 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46)  :  I 
move  it  be  received. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  motion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
be  received.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are 
you  ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor 
will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying,  "Aj'e" ; 
contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is 
so  ordered. 

Is  the  Committee  on  the  Secretary-Treasur- 
er's Report  ready? 


DELEGATE  HA(}EN  (Local  73)  :  Yes,  in 
just  a  minute,  Mr.  Chairman. 

We  are  ready,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Report  of  General 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

"Wc,  the  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the 
General  Secretary-Treasurer,  have  very  care- 
fully gone  over  the  many  detailed  accounts  that 
have  been  very  ably  compiled  and  recorded 
by  our  General  Secretary-Treasurer,  Brother 
Terry  Ford. 

We  note  that  the  many  different  capitulations 
under  which  the  financial  affairs  are  accounted 
for  have  been  recorded  in  an  efficient  and 
businesslike  manner  by  our  General  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

We  also  find  that  all  the  books  and  records 
of  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  are  in  first- 
class  shape. 

We  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  balance  as  per  audit  presented  to  the  last 
convention  as  of  August  31,  1936,  amounted 
to  $74,895.10,  while  the  balance  at  the  last 
audit  as  of  August  31,  1939,  amounts  to 
$130,826.99,  an  increase  in  the  funds  of  the 
International  Union  within  the  last  three  years 
of  $55,931.89. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  a  detailed  printed 
copy  of  all  the  transactions  regarding  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  have  been  distributed 
to  the  delegates  of  this  convention,  we  have 
unanimously  agreed  that  the  printed  report  of 
the  General   Secretary-Treasurer  be  accepted 

and  approved.  tt         t  ht 

Harry  J.  Hagen 

L.  H.  Bage 

El  wood  Eshe 

Edward  F.  Vanderhoff 

W.  P.  Cook 

Wm.  Cohen 

Frank  C.  Burke" 

I  move  you  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee be  accepted. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  motion!") 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  lias  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Secretary-Treasurer's 
Report  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
•'Aye";  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  President's 
Report. 

DELEGATE  KRESS  (Local  30)  :  We  have 
had  a  meeting,  Mr.  Chairman.  We  will  be 
able  to  report  tomorrow  morning. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Tlie  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Organization. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  The 
Committee  on  Organization  hereby  render  the 
following  report  for  tlie  consideration  of  the 
convention : 

"1.  Organization  of  women's  au.Kiliaries  l)y 
the  respective  Local  Unions  of  our  Interna- 
tional to  aid  in  the  campaign  to  encourage  the 
purchase  of  union-made  goods,  union  service, 
and  to  achieve  the  objectives,  principles  and 
aims  of  our  trade  union  movement  in  order 
to  advance  the  social  and  economic  welfare  of 
the  membership  of  our  International,  in  par- 
ticular, and  the  entire  trade  union  movement 
and  working  people  in  general." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have  heard 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on 
Proposition  No.  1. 

DELEGATE  FERGUSON  (Local  14)  :  I 
move,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  recommenda- 
tion be  adopted. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ? 

(Tliere  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  w-ill  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

The  Committee ! 

DELEGATE  FRANK: 

"2.  More  extensive  application  of  tlie  prac- 
tice of  selecting  by  the  General  President  of 
capable  organizers  from  as  near  the  vicinity 
of  the  Locals  in  need  of  said  organizers  as 
possible." 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY  :  You  have  heard 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  What 
is  your  pleasure  with  it? 

DELPXATE  HICKEY  (Local  446):  1 
move  the  recommendation  be  adopted. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Will  you  please 
read  that  again? 

DELEGATE  FRANK: 

2.  More  extensive  application  of  the  prac- 
tice of  selecting  by  the  General  President  of 
capable  organizers  from  as  near  the  vicinity 
of  the  Locals  in  need  of  said  organizers  as 
possible. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  You  have  heard 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  What 
is  your  pleasure? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  I  move 
that  the  recommendation  of  tlie  Committee  be 
not  concurred  in. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Well,  that  is 
a  negative  motion,  and  it  is  generally  the  rule 
that  the  motion  is  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  and  the  same  effect  can  he  had 
b\'  voting  that  down. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  Okay. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  would  be  up 
to  you,  I  think,  Walter,  in  the  future,  to  make 
the  motion  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted. 

It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  The 
reason  I  object  to  that  section  of  tiie  Com- 
mittee's report  is  because  we  have  resolutions 
coming  into  this  hall  covering  the  same  situ- 
ation, and  I  believe  that  that  matter  should 
be  voted  down  and  that  the  resolutions  com- 
ing in  here  at  some  future  session  will  take 
care  of  the  matter. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  I  believe  that  tlie 
matter  of  resolutions  dealing  with  the  specific 
method  is  an  entirely  different  question.  Since 
we  are  concerned  about  the  organization  of 
all  the  qualified  lathers  into  our  International 
Union,  and  since  the  recommendation  still  rec- 
ognizes the  power  of  the  General  President  of 
selecting  and  appointing  organizers  either 
temporarily,  part  time,  or  permanently  for  a 
certain  period,  this  recommendation  is  only  in 
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lOiil'onnilN  with  tlu-  prcsctilation  of  a  general 
|u-iiR-ii)U',  of  iiTOKiiiziiis  the  fact  tliat  if  an 
oflicifnl  campaign  of  orKanizatioii  is  to  he 
iindcrtaki'H,  or  if  tlicre  is  a  parliciilar  proh- 
K'lii,  or  dispiiU'  in  a  certain  vicinit\-,  il  makes 
fur  eflieiency  and  niaxinnnn  results  if  i)eople 
close  to  that  vicinity  are  appointed  who  are 
familiar  with  the  problems  involved,  and  they 
can,  therefore,  render  pcrha|)s  hotter  service. 

This  is  onl_\-  tlic  recomiiu iidalion  of  a  gen- 
eral princii)Ic  in  order  to  augment  the  initiative 
for  organization  throughout  the  country  in  our 
respective  locals.  There  is  nothing  here  that 
takes  away  from  the  General  President  the 
power.  We  are  only  calling  to  the  attention 
of  the  convention  that  if  we  want  to  continue 
the  splendid  organization  campaign  that  was 
conducted  during  the  past  three  years  it  is 
necessary  to  encourage  the  locals  to  tiiemselves 
realize  that  they  cannot  depend  entirely  upon 
the  International  office  to  do  everything,  that 
they  have  to  step  into  the  picture  and  also 
take  an  active  part.  In  so  doing,  they  will 
develop  capable  men  and  people  within  the 
community  who  in  my  opinion  should  be  rec- 
ognized by  the  International  leadership,  and  in 
so  doing  we  are  really  creating  the  incentive 
for  the  development  of  leadership  throughout 
the  entire  country,  and  I  think  that  wherever 
that  has  been  tried  it  has  been  proven  suc- 
cessful. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Arc  there  any 
further  remarks? 

DELEG.\TE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  think  that  the  rank  and  file  are 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  way  our  general 
office  has  handled  this  situation  in  the  past, 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  cluttering  up  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  convention  with  recommenda- 
tions of  that  kind  is  going  to  help  the  situa- 
tion an\-.  1  am  perfectly  satisfied  to  let  our 
General  President  handle  the  situation  in  the 
future  as  he  has  in  the  past. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  Are  there  any 
further  remarks? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  I  merely  want  to 
say  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  argument  pro 
or  con  shouldn't  leave  the  inference  that  the 
Committee  is  seeking  to  curtail  any  of  that, 
or  that  it  represents  a  criticism.  I  think  tliat 
is  a  rather  unfair  principle  on  which  to  present 
reasons  for  or  against  the  proposition.  I  would 


rather  have  I'.rollier  liagen  .specilically  state  his 
objections  and  not  render  insinuations.  That  is 
not  a  fair  deliberation  of  a  proposal. 

IM-;h:SIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  I  might  state 
just  a  word  on  this  question:  I  don't  sec  any- 
thing wrong  in  the  resolution  at  all.  The  reso- 
lution is  only  a  new  provision  for  what  the 
law  of  the  International  Union  provides  for. 
The  law  of  the  International  Union  as  it  is 
set  forth  in  the  constitution  right  at  the  pres- 
ent lime  provides  that  the  President  in  selecting 
a  substitute  shall  .select  a  man  as  near  to  the 
seat  of  trouble  as  possible,  providing  he  is 
capable  to  take  care  of  the  work. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN :  If  that  is  the  case. 
Mr.  President,  why  bring  all  that  nonsense  in 
here,  if  it  is  already  taken  care  of,  to  take  up 
the  time  of  this  convention? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  is  the  law. 
There  is  no  question  about  it.  You  have  heard 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  The 
(|ue.stion  recurs  on  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  If  I  may  ask  for  a 
point  —  so  that  the  sincere  work  of  the  Com- 
mittee may  be  recognized,  and  that  is  this :  We 
ask  for  a  more  extensive  application.  We  rec- 
ognize the  fine  work  that  has  been  done,  and 
precisely  because  it  has  been  done  so  finely 
we  want  it  more  extended. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN :  Mr.  Chairman,  what 
does  a  more  extensive  application  of  this  prin- 
ciple mean  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  Well,  the  Gen- 
eral President  would  u.sc  his  discretionary 
power  in  applying  that. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN:  The  implication  .s 
that  you  haven't  used  that  authority  in  that 
manner,  that  you  have  selected  the  men  in  the 
territory  nearest  to  the  seat  of  trouble.  That 
is  the  inference  I  gathered  from  that  proposi- 
tion, and  that  is  the  reason  I  am  up  here  being 
opposed  to  it. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  an>- 
further  remarks? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  will  signify  by  saying  "Aye";  con- 
trary, "No."  It  seems  to  be  lost.  It  is  lost  and 
so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  FRANK: 

"3.  For  the  closer  working  relationship  be- 
tween the  Lathers,'  Plasterers'  and  Tenders' 
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Unions,  for  the  mutual  protection  and  advance- 
ment of  their  wages  and  working  conditions 
and  one  hundred  per  cent  unionization  in  the 
lathing  and  plastering  industry." 

I  don't  think  I  need  to  elaborate  the  reasons 
for  making  tins  recommendation  except  by  say- 
ing that  in  communities  where  there  has  been 
a  dose  working  relationship  between  the  Lath- 
ers' and  Plasterers'  and  Tenders'  Unions,  and 
where  there  has  been  a  meeting  of  their  Execu- 
tive Boards  to  discuss  their  mutual  problems, 
it  has  proven  beneficial  to  the  three  unions  in- 
volved, and  they  have  been  able  to  improve  their 
conditions  and  strengthen  their  position.  That 
is  the  reason  we  are  calling  this  again  to  the 
attention  of  the  convention,  in  order  that 
througli  the  proceedings  here  this  thing  will  be 
encouraged  by  tlie  local  unions  throughout  our 
International. 

1  move  the  adoption  of  tliis  recommendation. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

DELEGATE  NICHOLAS  (Local  62): 
Could  we  have  that  read  again?  It  is  hard  to 
hear  back  here  because  there  is  so  much  noise. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  "3.  For  the  closer 
working  relationship  between  the  Lathers', 
Plasterers'  and  Tenders'  Unions,  for  the  mutual 
protection  and  advancement  of  their  wages  and 
working  conditions  and  one  hundred  per  cent 
unionization  in  the  lathing  and  plastering  indus- 
try." 

In  other  words,  we  don't  like  to  have  plaster- 
ers covering  scab  lath  or  union  lathers  working 
on  jobs  where  there  are  going  to  be  non-union 
plasterers  or  tenders  v^'orking. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regiilarly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

DELEGATE  NICHOLAS:  I  am  heartily 
in  accord  with  that  resolution.  We  have  it  in 
our  jurisdiction  in  my  local  one  hundred  per 
cent,  and  we  are  going  along  fine. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  remarks? 

DELEGATE  SKELLEY  (Local  278):  I 
might  state  that  we  started  out  tlierc  three 
years  ago  with  a  mortar  trades  alliance,  as 
we  call  it,  and  wc  had  the  three  crafts  and  we 


got  our  conditions  out  there  one  hundred  per 
cent.  We  don't  have  a  non-miion  job  in  our 
county  at  the  present  time. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN :  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
seconded  that  motion,  but  I  want  it  distinctly 
understood  that  where  this  cooperation  is  to  be 
had,  that  there  will  be  no  restrictions  placed 
on  the  lathers  to  go  out  and  organize  their 
work  if  they  don't  get  the  cooperation  of  the 
plasterers  in  their  territory. 

DELEGATE  ANDERSON  (Hoosier  State 
Council)  :  We  have  had  the  same  conditions  of 
building  around  in  Indiana  for  some  time,  espe- 
cially in  the  jurisdiction  of  Logansport,  Koko- 
mo  and  thereabouts.  I  personally  took  the  ques- 
tion up  with  Vincent  Lee,  representing  the 
Operating  Plasterers'  and  Cement  Workers' 
International  Union  in  St.  Louis.  He  in  return 
wrote  the  Plasterers  a  letter,  sending  me  a 
copy,  to  the  effect  that  they  must  —  that  is, 
the  Plasterers  —  insist  that  they  don't  cover 
anything  but  union  lath. 

The  question  was  also  revealed  in  these  com- 
munications with  regard  to  corner  beads  on 
horizontal  angles,  which  are  being  installed  and 
constructed  by  the  Plasterers  in  violation  of 
the  agreement  (International  agreement)  be- 
tween the  Lathers  and  Plasterers.  I  believe  that 
if  we  would  take  these  questions  up  between 
the  two  International  organizations  we  would 
get  a  lot  further  than  we  are  getting  on  this 
floor  today. 

Thank  you. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  remarks? 

DELEGATE  WALKUP  (Local  43.S)  :  The 
only  scab  lathers  that  we  have  in  Shreveport 
are  union  plasterers  and  union  carpenters.  We 
have  no  scab  lathers  down  there.  We  have 
drawn  up  an  agreement  and  laid  it  on  the 
tabic  of  the  Plasterers,  and  we  can't  get  any 
action  at  all  from  the  Plasterers'  Union  to  a 
three-trade  alliance,  as  we  call  it,  a  mortar 
alliance.  That  is  the  situation  down  there.  If 
we  can  get  any  information  or  any  help  in 
order  to  get  that  alliance,  we  would  appreciate 
it. 

DELEGATE  SMITH  (Local  407)  :  We  hav< 
an  agreement  with  the  Plasterers  and  Lathers 
in  Austin,  Texas;  if  it  isn't  a  100  per  cent 
union  job  nobody  works. 

DELEGATE  KIMPLE  (Local  24)  :  We 
have  an  association  of  Plasterers,  Lathers  and 
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Contractors,  and  wc  have  our  arbitration  board 
and  everything  is  100  per  cent  in  Local  24  in 
our  section. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  remarks? 

DELEGATE  FAIRBANKS  (Local  224)  In 
1934  we  had  a  terrible  condition  existing  in 
South  Texas.  The  Lathers  were  organized  but 
the  Plasterers  weren't.  We  took  it  upon  our- 
selves to  spend  our  mone}',  our  time  and  our 
effort  to  organize  the  Plasterers.  We  saw  it 
was  oiu-  only  hope.  From  1934  to  1939  I  would 
say  to  you  that  in  Houston,  Galveston,  Beau- 
mont and  vicinity  we  haven't  had  any  such 
thing  as  a  non-union  job.  You  see  one;  you 
see  them  all.  Once  in  a  great  while  —  I  don't 
say  all  are  union  jobs  —  there  may  be  a  little 
one  that  gets  away.  The  Plasterer  recognizes 
that  the  Lather  is  his  equal,  for  once  in  his 
lifetime,  or  better.  The  Lather  took  it  upon 
himself  to  organize  the  Plasterers,  as  the  rec- 
ord will  show,  and  this  proposal  here  in  front 
of  this  convention,  if  it  can  be  made  a  national 
proposition,  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  things 
and  the  best  step  we  could  ever  take. 

DELEGATE  HIGHNIGHT  (Local  386)  : 
Another  thought  to  bear  in  mind  here  on  that 
resolution  is  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  not 
only  the  lathing,  plastering  and  mortar  trades, 
but  also  the  electricians,  the  iron  workers,  and 
so  forth.  We  can  make  some  progress  along 
that  line.  We  have  it  in  my  territory.  We  don't 
have  to  have  an  agreement.  We  look  after  one 
another.  Where  one  isn't  on  a  job  the  other  is, 
and  they  call  each  other.  It  has  worked  won- 
ders with  us  in  our  territory. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

DELEGATE  REAGAN  (Local  123)  :  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Lathers  should  not  allow  anybody 
to  come  in  and  take  a  job  the  way  they  do  — 
the  plasterers.  Wliy  don't  the  Lather  go  right 
out  to  the  contractor  instead  of  allowing  the 
Plasterer  to  take  15  or  20  per  cent  profit  on 
the  lathing  and  plastering  job? 

I  believe  that  the  Lather  should  go  right  to 
the  contractor  instead  of  him  allowing  the  fel- 
low to  get  15  or  20  per  cent  profit  on  his  job. 
I  believe  it  is  time  for  the  Lather  to  work 
directly  with  the  contractor  instead  of  through 
the  Plasterer.  I  know  where  there  is  many  a 
job  where  the  Plasterer  wants  10  or  15  per 
cent  profit  off  the  Lather,  when  he  should  at 
least  do  away  with  that.  The  Lather  should 
get  his  cut  directly  through  the  contractor  in- 


suad  of  the  I'lastcrer.  The  Plasterer  gets  his 
rate.  Tliat  puts  the  Lather  in  bad. 

1  believe  it  is  time  that  we  should  wake  up 
and  not  allow  the  Plasterer  to  get  a  15  per 
cent  rakeoff  on  the  Lather.  I  believe  it  should 
be  that  they  should  work  directly  witli  the 
contractor  instead  of  the  Plasterer.  Wiiy  should 
the  Plasterer  liave  the  upper  hand?  I  believe 
that  we  should  do  business  with  the  contractor 
instead  of  the  Plasterer. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Mr.  Chairman".) 
(There  were  calls  for  the  (lucstion.) 
PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  question 
has  been  called  for.  Is  there  a  sufficient  num- 
ber? It  takes  one-tenth  of  the  delegates  to  call 
for  the  question.  You  already  spoke  once,  Mr. 
Nicholas.  Is  there  a  sufficient  number  calling 
for  the  previous  question?  Raise  your  hands, 
brothers.  There  is  a  sufficient  number.  All  those 
in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  will  signify  by  saying  "Aye";  con- 
trary. The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  "4.  For  a  serious 
study  and  application  of  the  principle  of  equal 
job  opportunities  for  the  membership  of  the 
local  unions  and  discouraging  speed-up  in  our 
trade :" 

I  move  the  adoption  of  this  recommendation, 
Mr.  Chairman. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question  ? 

(A  delegate  requested  the  re-reading  of  the 
recommendation  .which  was  done.) 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  :  I  move  concurrence 
in  that  section  of  the  report,  Mr.  Chairman. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  It  has  already 
been  moved  and  seconded  that  tlie  recommen- 
dation of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
lieard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion? All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual 
consent  by  saying,  "Aye" ;  contrary.  The 
"Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  "5.  For  a  continued 
national  campaign  by  all  local  unions  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  International  Union  to  gain  com- 
plete control  of  all  work  belonging  to  our 
International  Union,  and  organization  of  quali- 
fied Lathers  in  trade  union  principles  into  the 
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r«.->iH;cu\ e  local?,  and  lor  more  extensive  use 
of  good  lathing  and  plastering,  including  solid 
and  hollow  metal  lath  plaster  partitions,  sus- 
pended metal  lath  ceilings,  and  so  forth,  as  a 
progressive  method  of  construction,  and  inclu- 
sion of  same  in  construction  specifications,  ;uul 
for  the  inclusion  in  our  trade  jurisdiction  of 
all  suhstitute  materials  and  specialties  for 
lathing." 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  :  I  move  the  adoption 
of  that  section  of  the  report,  Mr.  Chairman. 
(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ? 

DELEGATE  ANDERSON  (Hoosier  State 
Council)  :  The  way  I  understand  the  resolu- 
tion, it  covers  all  metal  specialties,  is  that  right  ? 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  Yes. 

DELEGATE  ANDERSON  :  Brother  Chair- 
man, in  an  agreement  reached  by  the  Wood, 
Wire  &  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union, 
September  12,  1926,  it  set  aside  and  gave  away 
to  the  Sheet  Metal  Workers'  International 
Union  the  installation  of  No.  304  Knapp  or 
similar  make  window  stools.  I  claim  that  is 
Lathers'  work.  The  same  agreement  prevails 
today  and  was  recognized  by  the  Building  and 
Construction  Trades  Department  in  our  last 
convention,  and  that  agreement  prevails. 

I  have  had  a  lot  of  contention  over  the  in- 
stallation of  window  stools,  and  the  resolution 
there  claims  all  metal  specialties.  I  think  we 
should  take  some  action  to  retract  that  agree- 
ment. If  we  are  going  to  take  all  metal  special- 
ties, let's  get  away  from  that  agreement.  That 
agreement  is  held  binding  in  various  localities, 
who  abide  by  and  live  up  to  the  decisions  of 
the  Building  and  Construction  Trades  Depart- 
ment where  you  are  not  permitted  at  an>  time 
to  walk  off  the  job  under  a  dispute  of  jurisdic- 
tional awards,  and  yet  1  maintain  that  window 
stools  and  metal  work  of  all  kinds  which  form 
the  base  for  a  plaster  ground  belong  to  the 
Lather. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

DELEGATE  DINSMORE  (Local  120)  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  keep  hearing  recommendations 
of  this  Committee  referred  to  as  resolutions. 
They  are  not  resolutions.  They  are  recommend- 
ations. On  one  of  the  previous  recommenda- 
tions there  was  a  great  deal  of  argument  pro 


;ind  con.  We  have  a  convention  on  iicrc  and 
a  great  cntertainnHiit  program,  and  all  of  this 
argument  on  something  that  the  entire  body 
concurred  in  should  to  my  mind  be  eliminated 
and  done  away  with.  If  you  are  for  it,  vote 
lor  it;  if  against  it,  then  let's  get  down  to 
Itusiness.  We  have  a  long  day  and  long  night. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
;iii>-  further  remarks? 

(There  were  further  calls  lor  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  want  to 
sa\  that  the  convention  is  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  all  of  these  questions.  No- 
body will  be  restrained  from  expressing  his 
opinion  in  this  convention.  It  may  be  a  min- 
ority opinion,  and  it  may  be  a  single  opinion, 
but  w'c  will  listen  to  it  just  the  same.  That 
is  what  we  are  here  for  ,and  we  are  going 
to  hear  everj'one  who  is  interested  in  all  of 
tlu'se  questions. 

The  previous  question  has  been  called  for. 
Is  there  a  sufficient  number?  All  those  in 
favor  will  raise  the  hands.  There  is  a  suf- 
ficient number.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Committee  will  signify 
l)y  saying  "Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes" 
have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  And  the  last  rec- 
ommendation :  "6.  For  an  efficient,  practical 
geographical  division  of  vice-presidents  and  or- 
ganizers to  secure  maximum  results  in  organ- 
izations from  the  standpoint  of  familiarity 
of  the  problem  in  said  geographical  divisions, 
including  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

Walter  Frank,  Local  190. 
.Arthur  Dinsmore,  Local  120. 
Earl  M.  Conrad,  Local  99. 
A.  W.  Clother,  Jr.,  Local  166. 
T.  R.  Koeppen,  Local  344." 

I  move  the  adoption  of  this  recommenda- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Read  it 
once  again,  Walter,  please. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  "For  an  efficient, 
practical  geographical  division  of  vice-presi- 
dents and  organizers  to  secure  maximum 
results  in  organization  from  the  standpoint  of 
familiarity  of  the  problems  in  said  geograph- 
ical divisions,  including  the  Dominion  of 
Canada." 

I  may  say  this:  that  the  sense  of  the  thing 
and  tlif  intent  of  it  is — 


Tin-;  I. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEV:  Jum  ;i  niin 
lite.  We  will  put  the  ciucslioii  iirsl. 

It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Arc  you  ready 
lor  the  ciue.stion? 

(There  were  call.s  for  the  tiucstion). 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  1  am 
opposed  to  tliat  pr<)i)osition  for  the  simple 
fact  that  our  International  President  has 
complete  charge  of  the  handling  of  organ- 
izers, and  as  previously  stated,  he  selects 
men,  if  qualified,  near  the  seat  of  trouble. 
1  think  that  has  been  fully  covered  and 
therefore  I  am  opposed  to  that  part  of  tlie 
Committee's  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  further  remarks? 

DELEGATE  ZAHN  (Local  10):  1  am 
for  the  Committees'  report  for  this  reason: 
Many  times,  when  we  are  in  the  heat  of 
trouble,  with  all  the  best  intentions  in  the 
world,  we  cannot  locate  the  President  and 
sometimes  not  even  our  vice-presidents.  For 
that  reason,  we  have  to  have  some  place 
where  we  can  go,  because  when  we  are  in 
trouble,  that  means  trouble.  I  believe  the 
Committees'  recommendations  are  well 
taken.  The  conditions  in  this  country  are 
not  always  like  they  are  in  the  cities  of  Chi- 
caog.  New  York,  or  St.  Louis.  We  represent 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  we  can't 
always  make  contact. 

We  have  to  have  an  organization  of  some 
kind  where  local  organizations  will  have 
protection  and  the  backing  of  the  Interna- 
tional organization.  After  everything  is  said 
and  done  each  and  every  Local  Union  in  this 
country  has  to  build  its  own  organization.  I 
believe  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  concurred  in. 

PRESIDENT   McSORLEY:   Are  there 
any  further  remarks? 

DELEGATE  MULLANE  (Local  67):  I 
am  opposed  to  the  recommendation.  Any 
time  I  have  wired  the  general  office,  I  have 
been  able  to  get  a  reply  within  twelve  to 
fourteen  hours.  I  have  never  had  any  trouble 
contacting  the  general  office  on  any  trouble 
in  the  jurisdiction  I  am  in,  and  I  don't  be- 
lieve that  anybody  around  here  has  ever  had 
any  trouble.  Any  time  we  have  wanted  an 
organizer,  or  wanted  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
General  President,  even  if  he  wasn't  in  Cleve- 
land we  were  able  to  contact  him.   I  believe 
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that  the  resolution  is  unnecessary,  and  thai 
lie  is  perfectly  able  to  send  any  organizer  out 
at  any  time  he  believes  it  is  necessary. 

DELEGATE  ANDREWS  (Local  26):  I 
agree  heartily  with  Brother  Zahn,  from  the 
standpoint  of  practical  experience.  I  had  an 
experience  a  year  or  so  ago  with  the  Johns- 
Manville  Company.  I  tried  to  get  in  long 
distance  telephone  conversation  with  Presi- 
dent McSorley  of  the  International  Union. 
I  believe,  if  my  memorjr  serves  me  right,  it 
was  on  Monday  morning.  I  held  up  a  job  for 
the  Aluminum  Company  of  America  from 
Monday  morning  until  Wednesday  morning. 
Wednesday  morning,  the  local  Building 
Trades  Council  forced  me,  with  nineteen  af- 
filiated craftsmen,  on  that  job.  I  manned  the 
job  with  two  men  for  two  hours,  went  out 
and  pulled  them  oi¥  and  took  them  back 
home. 

There  was  an  expiration  of  time  from 
Monday  morning  when  I  talked  to  the  In- 
ternational office,  until  Thursday  of  the  same 
week  when  I  got  a  response,  with  a  visit 
from  Vice-President  Kress. 

This  was  a  job  for  the  Johns-Mansvillc 
Company  concerning  the  installation  of  San- 
acoustic  tile  ceilings.  We  were  told  we  could 
go  out  and  put  up  the  purlins  for  the  car- 
riers on  this  job,  but  that  the  sheet  metal 
workers,  or  the  carpenters,  or  some  other 
craft,  would  put  up  the  furring,  T  irons.  That 
is  the  way  we  lost.  We  took  it  on  the  chin. 
Two  of  the  boys  got  two  hours'  work  out 
of  the  job.  I  am  not  panning  the  Interna- 
tional President  or  the  International  unit. 
But  I  am  following  up  Brother  Zahn's  idea 
there.  It  takes  too  long  to  get  around.  We 
lost  the  job  entirely.  Two  men  got  two 
hours  out  of  the  entire  job  constructing  the 
purlins,  the  T  irons  ,or  whatever  might  be 
constructed  for  Sanacoustic  tile  construction. 

That  is  all  well  and  good,  but  it  takes 
too  long  to  get  around,  when  you  have  to 
wait  from  Monday  until  Thursday.  I  waited, 
sat  in  the  office,  and  waited  and  waited,  but 
with  no  results. 

DELEGATE  ZAHN  (Local  10):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  have  had  an  experience  about 
two  weeks  ago  with  a  most  drastic  and  vi- 
cious attack  that  has  ever  hit  the  organization 
by  the  powerful  Carpenters  State  Council 
District  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  they 
centralized  their  attack  on  a  thirteen-story 
apartment  building  in  Milwaukee  on  the  new 
two-inch   partition   that   the   Milcor  Manu- 


112 


I  11  1-;    L  A  T  HER 


lacturiiig'  Ci.>iiii>aii>  luiiiuiliicuircd,  ami 

\vc  in  Milwaukee  have  been  .snciesslul  in  .sell- 
ing three  or  four  such  large  aiKirtment  houses 
in  the  City  of  Milwaukee. 

That  attack  means  one  thing.  I'liey  were 
large  enough  to  lorce  me  into  an  arbitration 
on  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  and  I  claimed 
there  wasn't  any  jurisdiction  by  any  organ- 
ization in  this  country  cxcei>l  by  the  Lathers, 
liowevef,  the  Council  was  big  enough  to 
stop  that  job  for  ten  days.  I  refused  arbitra- 
tion to  the  lJuilding  Trade,  and  demanded 
every  inch  of  that  wc)rk. 

I  was  forced  into  the  arbitration.  1  am 
casting  no  reflection  upon  the  cfficiencx  (<i 
our  International  ofiiccrs,  but  I  say  wi 
should  have  a  broader  scope  of  getting  quick 
results  when  we  arc  put  on  the  spot  and 
where  local  Building  Trades  Councils  them- 
selves are  put  on  the  spot  by  a  vicious  at- 
tack of  a  powerful  organization,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  resolution  covers  that. 

.•\t  that  time  1  am  sorry  to  saj-  that  tiie 
President  of  the  Building  Trades  Department 
had  departed  and  most  of  the  International 
officers  were  in  Atlantic  City  deliberating 
who  that  new  President  would  be  wiieii  this 
thing  happened. 

I  have  always  gotten  results,  immediate- 
results.  I  want  to  say  that  T  can  get  results 
from  our  Internationa!  ofticers  at  any  time, 
and  I  can  locate  McSorlcy  almost  at  an\ 
time,  long  distance.  I  believe  the  President 
will  bear  me  out  on  this,  that  the  President 
of  the  Building  Trades  Council  tried  his  best 
for  t\\'0  or  three  days  to  make  contact  to 
relieve  the  situation  on  tiiat  particular  job. 
I  was  the  one  who  held  that  job  ui>  for 
ten-  days.  All  right.  1  was  forced  iiitu  ar- 
bitration. Our  Vice-President  could  not  send 
me  any  help  immediately  and  I  had  ti>  fight 
that  fight  alone.  I  myself  did  not  ajjply  for 
any  help  from  our  International  Union  be- 
cause I  don't  claim  I  ne(-<l  an\  help  unless 
I  am  forced  into  arbitration. 

I  can  represent  the  Lathers  in  I'ront  of 
any  Building  Trades  Council  or  an\  group 
of  mep  anywdierc  in  this  world,  can  come 
out' as-  a  rule  the  winner,  but  in  this  case 
the  decision  went  against  the  Lathers  by  the 
Building  Trades  Council,  to  this  extent:  That 
the  President  was  forced  into  an  issue.  The 
carpenter  had  Hutclieson's  own  ni;in  up  there 
and  the  organizer  for  the  state  of  Wisconsin 
for  three  days.  I  am  there  alone  standing 
pat  with  the  way  of  arbitration  because  the 


work  is  reall.N  Lathers'  work,  but  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  linilding  'Irades  setup  in 
Milwaukee  hail  tiie  limit  1  had  to  comply 
with  the  rulitig  of  tlie  President  of  be  shamed 
out  of  the  room. 

Su  1  Imally  consented,  lUJt  1)>  an  arbitra- 
tion b(jartl.  W'c  temporarily  complied  with 
the  tlecision  of  the  President  on  that  job 
to  allow  that  job  to  go  on.  1  held  it  just  so 
long  that  it  we  had  waited  another  24  hours 
a  substitute  material  would  have  gone  into 
that  job  and  we  would  have  lost  the  job 
in  its  entirely  —  not  onl_\-  thai,  but  five  or 
six  more  just  like  it  tiiat  were  in  the  mak- 
ing, alriad>  sold. 

l'"or  that  reason  1  believe  the  t'onnnittee 
had  just  one  thing  in  mind;  that  if  all  the 
organizers  are  bus.\  so  that  we  can't  get 
local  help  and  get  it  at  once  if  we  need  it 
in  24  hours  or  48  hoin's  —  casting  no  reflec- 
tion on  the  activity  of  the  worthy  inter- 
national ollicers  or  an_\  organizers,  but  the 
man  who  represents  you  as  a  business  agent 
in  a  community  at  limes  is  confronted  by 
force  through  the  local  Building  Trades 
Council  so  that  he  needs  some  help  and 
needs  it  quick  —  this  would  be  a  help.  I 
believe  the  Committee  had  that  thought  in 
mind  and  I  am  for  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee. 

i)I':Lh:GATE  DURELL  (Local  28):  Mr. 
Chairman,  1  could  go  into  a  lengthy  spiel 
like  that  —  1  am  in  the  same  trouble  — 
but  I  am  not  going  to.  1  am  going  to  merely 
slate  that  I  want  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee inasmuch  as  1  feel  that  it  should  be 
that  a  man  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
trouble  should  be  wired  from  our  headquar- 
ters to  do  something.  That  is  all  I  have  to 
sa\-. 

DELEGATE  LANGAN  (New  York 
Slate  Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  in  regard  to 
this  argument  that  is  on  the  floor  now,  I 
would  like  to  state  that  a  couple  of  months 
ago  I  was  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  a  job 
at  .Vth  Steret  and  Xtli  Avenue,  a  Liggett 
drug  store,  where  the  Lathers  put  up  the 
iron  and  purlin  bars  and  also  the  acoustical 
tile.  Those  are  the  things  that  are  w-anterl 
to  be  taken  into  consideration.  If  we  have 
something  we  don't  want  to  lose  it.  If  we 
are  going  to  pass  any  resolutions  here  where 
wc  are  going  to  give  something  away,  it  is 
perfectly  all  right. 

But  in  the  City  of  New  York  and  West- 
chester  County   where   T   hapi)cn   to   be  a 
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lie  Icy  all',  \vx  work  akuij^  lUU  pci  cent  ac- 
c'Didiiig  to  the  iiilus  (j1  nur  New  York  State 
Coiiiuil,  and  we  lia\e  a  Hiiilding  IVades 
L'oniuil,  and  we  liaveu'l  ;io  far  seen  where 
anybody  outside  of  the  lather  has  come  in 
to  control  this  stufT.  If  they  are  going  to 
conic  in  now  and  icjiitrol  it  we  want  to 
know  about  it. 

DEI.KGATE  VOHDEN  (Local  102):  1 
would  like  to  call  for  the  <nustii>ti  un  the 
motion. 

DELEGATE  ERANK:  Mr.  Chairman, 
as  1  am  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  I 
would  like  to  say  a  few  words.  Argument 
has  been  presented  here  leaning  upon  the 
prestige  of  the  General  President  and  Sec- 
retary in  an  attempt  to  defeat  this  proposal. 
It  is  therefore  necessary  that  the  real  issue 
of  this  recommendation  be  set  forth,  and 
what  is  it?  It  renders  lo  this  convention  the 
recommendation  that  in  the  selection  of  your 
vice-presidents  and  in  the  election  of  your 
vice-presidents  you  deal  fairly  with  the  in- 
terests of  our  International  Union,  anil  when 
you  elected  nine  vice-presidents  that  t hex- 
should  be  elected,  provided  however  that 
they  are  capable  to  fill  the  office  from  the 
various  sections  of  the  country.  Why?  Be- 
cause if  you  have  capable  people,  say,  from 
the  West  Coast,  how  do  you  elect  the  vice- 
presidents  from  the  locals  on  the  West 
Coast  who  are  capable  to  serve  the  best  in- 
terests of  our  International  Union,  who  will 
not  have  far  to  travel  when  they  receive  their 
instructions  or  advice  from  the  International 
office? 

The  same  way  with  the  East.  1  know  of 
late  years  the  East  has  not  suffered  in  the 
number  of  vice-presidents  that  they  have 
had  upon  the  Executive  Board. 

The  same  is  true  in  the  Middle  West,  and 
the  Northwest  and  central  part  of  the 
country. 

It  means  that  if  you  look  o\er  the  situation 
as  it  now  is,  what  do  you  find?  That  west 
of  Chicago  you  have  none  until  you  reach 
the  West  Coast.  Is  that  an  efficient  method? 
Of  course  it  isn't.  We  are,  after  all,  a  rather 
small  organization  by  the  nature  of  our 
trade,  and  it  costs  a  considerable  amount  of 
money  to  travel  unnecessarily.  Is  there  any 
sense  to  send  a  man  from  the  East  out  to 
the  West,  to  the  middle  of  the  countrj^ 
when  you  can  have  the  same  function  per- 
formed by  someone  residing  in  that  territory 
who  has  been  elected  hy  the  convention  as 


a  vice-president,  not  only  to  serve  on  the 
Executive  Hoard,  but  to  aid  the  Intemaiional 
Union  in  advancing  the  fundamental  inter- 
ests and  objectives  of  our  International 
Union  in  that  particular  community. 

Such  a  vice-president  located  within  the 
geographical  section  can  reach  very  quickly 
and  readily  the  destination  where  there  is 
trouble  or  dispute,  whatever  the  case  may 
be.  You  know  that,  speaking  from  the  stand- 
point of  efficiency,  justice  and  fairness,  the 
present  h.xecutive  Board  is  not  properly  se- 
lected, from  the  standpoint  of  geographical 
division.  There  is  no  use  denying  that  fact, 
and  there  is  consitlerable  amount  of  dissatis- 
faction among  the  rank  and  file  of  our  splen- 
did International  Union,  a  dissatisfaction 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  correct  in  this  con- 
vention, caucuses  or  no  caucuses,  and  to  lean 
for  argument  upon  the  prestige  of  the  Gen- 
eral I'resident  or  the  General  Secretary  to 
accomplish  your  argument,  1  think  is  not  a 
fair  basis  of  deliberation. 

The  General  President  doesn't  elect  the 
vice-presidents.  The  General  Secretary 
doesn't  elect  the  vice-presidents.  The  vice- 
presidents  do  not  elect  themselves.  The  con- 
vention elects  the  vice-prsidents,  and  this 
recommendation  is  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing seriously  for  your  consideration  the  im- 
portance of  having  a  more  fair  geographical 
distribution  of  the  vice-presidents  who  con- 
stitute the  E.vecutive  Board  of  our  Inter- 
national. (Applause). 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr. 
Chairman,  if  this  proposition  brought  in  here 
by  this  Committee  provided  for  a  more 
ef|uitable  distribution  of  the  vice-presidents, 
1  am  in  favor  of  that,  if  they  would  stop 
that,  but  he  says  "the  vice-presidents  be 
elected  if  c|ualified." 

Now^  wdio  is  going  to  decide  on  the  ciuali- 
fications  of  any  member  of  this  International 
Union  that  wants  to  run  for  the  office?  Who 
is  going  to  decide  that?  The  convention  is 
going  to  decide  that.  Now  then,  what  remedy 
do  they  offer? 

The  complaint,  as  I  understand  it  over 
here,  is  that  if  trouble  arises  somewhere  in 
a  local's  jurisdiction,  they  have  difficulty 
sometimes  in  locating  the  International  Pre- 
sident. Well,  no  doubt,  that  does  happen  at 
times,  but  what  solution  is  offered? 

They  come  in  here  with  a  mandatory  pro- 
position with  no  remedy  to  offer.  What  is 
their  remedy?  Do  they  want  to  give  these 
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vice-presidents  aulliority  to  go  out  in  llicir 
districts  if  they  are  more  equitably  distrib- 
uted geographically?  Are  ihey  going  to  have 
the  authority  to  go  out  on  their  own  when- 
ever they  see  fit,  or  arc  we  going  to  leave 
that  power  remain  with  our  President,  where 
it  has  been  ever  since  our  International 
was  organized? 

Now,  the  thoughts  expressed,  some  of  the 
thoughts  we  are  in  favor  of,  but  the  others 
we  are  not.  We  believe  that  Brother  Mc- 
Sorley  is  doing  a  good  job.  The  finances  of 
the  organization  and  the  increase  in  mem- 
bership clearly  illustrate  that  fact,  and  I  sec 
no  reason  why  it  is  nccessar>'  to  make  an\ 
change. 

I  believe,  like  you  do  and  like  most  of  the 
men  here  do,  that  the  vice-presidents  should 
be  more  equitably  distributed  and  I  feel 
sure  that  they  will  be  after  the  election  lakes 
place.  But,  as  I  say,  they  come  in  here  with 
a  mandatory  proposition  with  no  solution. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190): 
Point  of  correction  so  that  we  will  vote  in- 
telligently on  this  subject.  The  Committee 
doesn't  come  in  with  anything  mandatory 
whatsoever.  It  makes  a  recommendation  to 
the  convention,  as  follows:  "For  an  efficient 
practical  geographical  division  of  the  vice- 
presidents,  the  convention  elects  the  vice- 
presidents." 

But  we  are  calling  to  your  attention  and 
recomending  to  you  that  when  the  order  of 
the  election  of  officers  comes  u]),  that  these 
things  be  taken  into  consideration.  That 
is  all. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Question 
has  been  called  for.  Is  there  a  sufficient  num- 
ber? All  those  in  favor  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion will  please  raise  their  hands.  There  is  a 
sufficient  number.  All  those  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  will 
signify  by  saying,  "Aye";  all  those  opposed 
"No."  The  motion  is  lost. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190):  I  will 
call  for  a  roll  call  vote,  Mr.  Chairman. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  mo- 
tion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  will  have 
to  consult  the  rule,  brothers. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Why 
not  have  a  rising  vote,  Mr.  Chairman? 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190):  I 
would  like  to  have  a  roll  call  vote  fo  spread 
it  on  the  records. 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Well,  we 
\\\\\  see. 

In  order  to  have  a  roll  call  vote,  it  takes 
one-tenth  of  the  delegates.  There  are  160 
delegates  and  it  will  take  16  delegates  from 
16  different  unions. 

Is  there  a  sufficient  number  for  a  roll  call? 
Please  raise  your  hands  if  you  are  in  favor 
of  a  roll  call.  The  Secretary  will  count 
them. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  Thirty. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  There  is  a 
sufficient  number.  The  Secretary  will  call 
the  roll. 

You  vote  "Yes"  in  favor  of  the  Commit- 
te's  report,  and  "No"  if  you  are  voting 
against  it. 

The  brothers  will  please  be  in  order.  As 
the  Secretary  calls  your  name,  we  want  you 
to  call  out  loud  enough  "Yes"  or  "No"  so 
that  the  reporter  can  hear  you  and  tally  the 
vote. 

DELEGATE  SKELLEY  (Local  278): 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that  that  resolution 
be  read  again. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Walter, 
please  read  that  last  recommendation,  will 
you  ? 

A  little  order,  brothers,  while  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  reads  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190):  "For 
an  efficient  practical  geographical  division 
of  vice-presidents  and  organizers  to  secure 
maximum  results  in  organization,  from  the 
standpoint  of  familiarity  of  the  problems  in 
said  geographical  divisions,  including  the 
Dominion  of  Canada." 

DELEGATE  SMITH  (Local  2):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  just  want  to  ask  Delegate  Frank 
if  he  wants  to  leave  the  impression  with  this 
conv^ention  that  a  representative  in  a  local 
union  who  is  not  able  now — 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  is  out 
of  order  now! 

DELEGATE  SMITH  (Local  2):  Wait 
a  minute,  Mr.  Chairman!  This  is  a  fair  ques- 
tion —  to  represent  the  interests  of  the 
Lathers  in  that  localitj%  if  he  thinks  by  giv- 
ing him  a  title  of  vice-president  he  will  be- 
come a  mastermind  immediately? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Well,  we 
are  on  the  roll  call  now.  Brother  Smith 
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(Secretary  Vord  called  the  roll  as  follows: 


Local 

Delegates 

Vote 

1 

  No 

2 

Frank  R.  Smith    

 „  No 

4 

W.  J.  Horati  

  No 

5 

  No 

10 

Mike  Zahn   

  Yes 

1 1 

Harold  1.  Miller  

(No  response) 

14 

J.  F.  Ferguson   

 „.   No 

IS 

J.  B.  Springer  

  No 

19 

L.  F.  Buell   -..  

  Yes 

20 

Louis  Rodier  

  Yes 

23 

T.  R.  Piccirrillo 

.    (No  response) 

24 

H.  B.  Kimple   

 (No  response) 

23 

Leo.  H.  Stone  

  No 

26 

H.  W.  Andrews   

  No 

27 

Elwood  Eshe  

  No 

28 

H.  M.  Durell  

 _  Y'es 

29 

C.  A.  Dickerson   

 _   No 

30 

Ora  A.  Kress   _  

  No 

31 

Raoul  Beaudry  _  

  „..„  No 

32 

Peter  Mackie   

_    No 

33 

Jos.  H.  Dut\-_  

.,  .(No  response) 

34 

T.  McNally  

   Yes 

36 

Francis  Baker     

   Yes 

39 

Geo.  H.  Stevenson 

 .„  Yes 

40 

C.  B.  Berwick    

   Yes 

42 

C.  J.  Haggerty   

 (No  response) 

46 

Walter  Matthews 

   No 

47 

Chas.  J.  Case  

 (No  response) 

48 

L  H.  York  _  

  No 

49 

C.  Herschell   

  No 

51 

H.  J.  Liebig   

  No 

52 

Claude  Reed    

   No 

53 

James  Leyden   

 (No  response) 

55 

E.  W.  Brinkmeyer   

 _   No 

59 

W.  E.  Summers   

  No 

62 

C.  R.  Nicholas   

.-  -   No 

64 

F.  J.  Wilbert   

  Yes 

65 

J.  L.  Young  

   No 

66 

J.  J.  MacDonough  _  

-  —  No 

67 

Pat  Mullane    

  No 

70 

-    Yes 

71 

E.  Wolf  

  No 

72 

H.  L.  Connor    

 (No  response) 

73 

Harry  Hagen    

   No 

74 

A.  D.  Yoder  

—  (No  response) 

75 

J.  P.  Boyd   - 

 „.   No 

78 

A.  E.  Boudreau   

—  (No  response) 

80 

L.  H.  Bage    

85 

James  M.  Temple   

87 

H.  D.  Brubaker  „ 

    No 

88 

C.  S.  Toll    

—    Yes 

97 

H.  R.  Weller   

    Yes 

98 

Joseph  Lane     

Local  Delegates  Vole 

99       l-.arl  Conrad  .._    Yes 

102  J.  J.  Vohdcn,  Jr.  .._    No 

103  George  F.  Michael    Yes 

104  Walter  Turner     No 

106       Harr>-  S\\artz  . —   No 

109  C:.  C.  Allen      No 

110  Frank  Erzinger    ..„(No  response) 

111  R.  P.  Landers     No 

114      John  Giesey  ._     Yes 

120  Arthur  Dinsmore   Yes 

121  A.  J.  Plant  -  —  Yes 

123       J.  J.  Reagan    No 

125  V.  J.  Duphiiiey  .     No 

126  Sylvester  James    No 

127  Raymond  Knapp  _   No 

136  A.  F.  Kurth      Yes 

137  Guy  Bergh  (No  response) 

140      F.  C.  Bray     No 

142  Frank  C.  Burke    -    No 

143  Sal  Maso      -.  No 

151  B.  J.  Wales    No 

152  A.  A.  Pelletier     No 

166      Alton  Clother,  Jr    _  Yes 

168      John  Conway    No 

171       W.  S.  Limes      No 

173       Ivnud  Aggerholm      No 

185      J.  C.  Prothero    (No  response) 

190      Walter  Frank  .     Yes 

192      O.  F.  Larson    Yes 

197      Oscar  Lundeen      Yes 

202  O.  E.  Roberts  _    Yes 

203  Harry  T.  Miller       No 

204  J.  F.  McDermott      No 

209      A.  M.  Liesse   _   Yes 

215  John  Malone      No 

216  W.  C.  Rowbottom   _   No 

222      Joseph  F.  Will       Yes 

224  H.  H.  Fairbanks     No 

225  Jesse  Ruth       Yes 

226  David  Christie    ~    No 

228       J.  G.  Garrison     No 

232  M.  J.  Kurth        Yes 

233  A.  Keegan      No 

234  Jack  Bailey      No 

243  L.  H.  Kloske    ..(N  o  response) 

244  William  Cohen    „    No 

246      George  F.  Chase    (No  response) 

250      Frank  Gallagher    No 

254      A.  A.  Laplante   No 

268      J.  O.  Dahl  Yes 

278  k.  J.  Skelley   Yes 

279  J.  P.  Ready   No 

286      Harry  Johnson   No 

295       Henry  Salzman      No 

299       Leroy  Rapp  —   (No  response) 
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Local            Delegates                           Vote  Local            Delegates  Vote 

302      L.  E.  Prink  (No  response)      392      Henry  Warren  No 

308  F.  Quinto  Yes     401       Harry  Sassaman   No 

309  C.  R.  Ross  No     403      A.  N.  Robinson   No 

311       R.  A.  Teed  No     407      N.  L.  Smith     No 

313      K.  C.  Stroup  No     413      J.  W.  Hull    (No  response) 

336      Bryan  Fredricksen    No     424      Jack  Goodgion  (No  response) 

344  Theo.  Koeppen   _  —   Yes     429      R.  R.  Shcplar  (No  response) 

345  A.  J.  Miller   No     435       M.  W.  Walkup  No 

346  C.  A.  Johnson   No     439      Thomas  Priestly  No 

348      William  P.  Cook  (No  response)     442      J.  R.  Griffin     No 

359      John  Trojan   (No  response)     446      P.  J.  Hickey  Yes 

378      C.  C.  Seats  Yes     463      E.  K.  Rhodes  _    No 

386      Walter  Hignight      No     493       Peter  Pawlak    No 

388      F.  H.  Wright    Yes     494      Donald  E.  Saville  ..„.    No 

District  and  State  Councils  Delegate  Vote 

Buckeye  State  Council  E.  Vanderhoff  ~    No 

Capital  District  Council  J.  L.  Quante    No 

Central  New  Jersey  District  Council    .       .       .       Lewis  Beekman    No 

Central  New  York  District  Council  .      .      E.  J.  Roberts  _    No 

Florida  East  Coast  District  Council     .      .       .      James  Wayman    Yes 

Greater  New  York  District  Council     .       .      .       H.  Spillane   No 

Golden  Gate  District  Council       ....       Wm.  D.  Marden   No 

Greater  St.  Louis  District  Council      .       .       .       H.  G.  Stroup    No 

Hoosier  State  Council  G.  A.  Anderson   Yes 

Hudson  Valley  District  Council     .      .      .       .       G.  A.  Gallivan    No 

Illinois  State  Council  G.  T.  Moore   Yes 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (Illinois  State  Coun-  tlie  delegates  at  the  convention,  and  it  would 


cil)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  inasmuch  as  1  came  into  not  take  any  of  the  prerogatives  away  from 

the  convention  hall  while  this  question  has  been  the  General  President  in  appointing  a  repre- 

debated  by  the  delegates,  and  listening  to  the  scntative,  I  then  will  vote  "Yes"  on  the  ques- 

explanation  given  by  the  General  President  in  tion;  otherwise,  "No." 

answering  the  question  of  Second  Vice-Presi-  I  believe  I  made  myself  clear,  didn't  I? 

dent    Haggerty   that   this   question   would  be  (Secretary  Ford  continued  the  roll  call,  as 

decided  by  election  of  the  vice-presidents  by  follows : 


District  and  State  Councils  Delegate  Vote 

Lake  Erie  District  Council  A.  Nicholson    No 

Massachusetts  State  Council  John  P.  Cook    No 

Mississippi  Valley  District  Council      .      .      .       Harry  Baldwin   No 

Missouri  State  Council  Raymond  McDonald   No 

Northern  New  Jersey  District  Council       .      .       John  Desposito  ..      No 

New  Jersey  State  Council  John  Budd  -     No 

New  York  State  Council  John  J.  Langan  No 

Nutmeg  State  Council  John  Dunn     (No  response) 

Ozarks  District  Council  L.  C.  Brown   (No  response) 

Southern  Ohio  District  Council     .      .      .      .       Ira  Koble     No 

Tidewater  District  Council  John  Ross  (No  response) 

Tri-State  District  Council     ....  .  Lionel  Brodeur  No 

Western  New  York  District  Council     .       .      .       CM.  Bongiovanni  No 

Westchester  District  Council  Leonard  Klink  ,   No 

West  Penn  District  Council  H.  F.  Thompson    No 
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SECRETARY  FORD:    That  is  all. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
brothers  who  haven't  voted  on  the  roll  call? 

DELEGATE  LEYDEN  (Local  53)  :  I  want 
to  vote  No. 
DELEGATE  CASE  (Local  47)  :  1  vote  No. 

DELEGATE  YODER  (Local  74)  :  1  vote 
Yes. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42):  1 
vote  No. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  Are  there  any 
further  brothers  on  that  Committee  who  haven't 
voted?  The  vote  will  be  closed  and  the  reporter 
will  tabulate  the  vote  for  us. 

SECRETARY  FORD :  Mr.  President,  after 
totalling  up  the  votes,  I  find  102  "Noes"  and 
39  "Yesses."  (Applause.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  is  lost. 

DELEGATE  SMITH  (Local  407):  1  be- 
lieve that  about  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the 
delegates  present  misinterpreted  that  resolu- 
tion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  is  too  late 
now. 

DELEGATE  SMITH  (Local  407):  I 
move  that  in  the  future,  on  any  resolutions 
that  are  presented,  they  be  explained  more 
explicitly.  Let  us  take  a  little  more  time  to 
get  the  meaning  of  the  resolution  before 
these  men  and  let  them  know  what  they  are 
voting  about. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  This  was 
not  a  resolution.  This  was  a  recommendation 
of  the  Committee.  All  of  the  resolutions  will 
be  in  printed  form,  and  will  be  here  tomor- 
row morning  for  the  delegates  to  check  on 
as  the  action  of  the  convention  goes  on. 

Are  there  any  further  committees  ready 
to  report? 

(An  announcement  was  made  at  this 
point). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials! 

DELEGATE  RODIER  (Local  20):  Mr. 
Chairman,  the  only  credentials  we  had  left 
to  act  upon  were  from  Local  492,  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania,  W.  H.  Hughes  and  W. 
A.  Bartholomew.  After  hearing  both  sides 
of  the  case,  and  the  case  being  of  the  same 
nature  as  that  of  the  delegate  who  has  been 


seated  before  as  a  violation  of  law  of  196, 
we,  the  Credentials  Committee,  recommend 
that  we  seat  these  delegates. 

DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-Stale  Dis- 
trict Council) :  As  the  Local  opposing  the 
seating  of  these  delegates  from  Local  492 
l)efore  the  Credentials  Committee  I  wish  to 
make  the  motion,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  be  adop- 
ted, that  sentiment  being  satisfactory  to  Lo- 
cal 53. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion,  that  they  be  seated. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
L-ocal  46  also  seconds  the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  dele- 
gates be  seated.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
(luestion? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and 
it  is  so  ordered. 

(An  announcement  was  made  at  this 
point). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  further  committees  to  report? 

(An  announcement  was  made  at  this 
point  as  to  the  time  of  meeting  of  various 
committees). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  further  committees  to  report?  If  not,  I 
suggest  that  we  adjourn. 

DELEGATE  KOEPPEN  (Local  344): 
I  want  to  know  when  there  was  a  resolution 
brought  in  to  this  convention  changing  the 
name  of  the  Lathers'  International  Union. 
When  was  there  a  resolution  brought  into 
this  convention  changing  the  name  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  Union  to 
Wire,  W^ood  and  Metal  Lathers'  Union? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  There  never 
was  any  resolution. 

DELEGATE  KOEPPEN  (Local  344): 
Well,  if  you  will  look  at  your  badges,  you 
will  see  that  it  saj's  "Wire,  Wood  and  Metal 
Lathers'  Union,  New  York  City,"  If  every 
member  will  look  at  his  badge,  you  will  see 
it  says  "Wire,  Wood  and  Metal."  I  never 
knew  that  I  belonged  to  a  Wire,  Wood  and 
Metal  Lathers'  Union. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  must 
be  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  printer. 
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DELEGATE  KOEPPEN  (.Local  .U4) : 
Mr.  Cliairinan,  1  have  been  a  member  of  tlie 
International  for  about  thirty-eight  years, 
and  tiiis  is  the  first  time  that  I  ever  knew 
that  they  changed  that  in  the  International. 
It  always  read,  "Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  never 
been  changed,  and  that  nmst  be — 

DELEGATE  KOEPPEN  (Local  344): 
It  states  that  ri.ijht  there. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  must 
lie  a  typographical  error.  It  has  the  rif;lii 
title  on  the  bottom.  Tliat  is  a  mistake. 

Is  there  anything  further  to  come  before 
the  convention  at  this  time?  Are  there  any 
announcements  ? 

(There  was  further  announcement  about 
the  meeting  of  various  conmiittces). 

SECRETARY  FORD:  Refore  you  ad- 
journ, I  would  like  to  know  if  that  law  is 
binding,  that  no  more  resolutions  be  received 
after  this  session  is  adjourned. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  would  sug- 
gest that  we  consider  this  session  of  the  con- 
vention in  operation  until  six  o'clock  tonight, 
that  we  recess  until  that  time,  which  will 
give  everybody  an  opportunity  to  introduce 
resolutions  up  to  six  o'clock  toni.ght.  Is 
there  any  objection  to  the  convention  re- 
cessing now  and  considering  this  session  in 
continuous  operation  until  six  o'clock  to- 
night so  that  these  resolutions  may  be  in- 
troduced? If  there  is  no  objection,  it  will  be 
so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
What  is  that? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Resolutions 
can  be  introduced  up  to  six  o'clock  tonight. 

DELEGATE  MATHEWS  (Local  46): 
There  are  quite  a  number  of  our  Local  mem- 
bers here  and  they  seem  to  take  offence  at 
the  previous  speaker's  remarks.  Local  46  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that  badge,  gentlemen. 
Whoever  made  tlie  mistake,  it  wasn't  any- 
one connected  with  Local  46.  We  haven't 
made  a  mistake  for  a  good  many  years  and 
we  hope  not  to  make  any  mistakes  in  the 
future. 

PRESIDENT  iMcSORLEY:  That  was  a 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  printer. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
This  is  a  bad.ge  passed  out  to  visiting  dele- 
gates. I  wish  the  brother  making  the  re- 
mark about  being  in  the  Union  thirtj'-fivc 


years  would  get  ti|)  and  olTer  an  apology  to 
Local  46. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  He  didn't 
say  anything  about  Local  46.  What  the 
brother  said  was  that  he  didn't  know  that 
we  had  ever  changed  the  title  of  the  Inter- 
national Union.  He  didnt'  say  anything  about 
Local  46. 

is  there  anything  further  to  come  before 
llie  convention?  If  not,  we  want  to  hear  a 
few-  words  from  the  representative  of  a 
company  in  which  we  are  interested,  not 
only  from  an  insurance  point  of  view,  but 
also  as  stockholders.  This  brother  will  not 
take  up  over  five  minutes  of  our  tiine.  I  de- 
sire to  introduce  Mr.  David  Brooks,  man- 
ager of  the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance 
Company. 

Mr.  Brooks! 

DAVID  W.  BROOKS:  President  Mc- 
Sorley,  Officers  and  Delegates:  I  appreciate 
\  ery  much  this  opportunity  to  come  to  your 
convention  and  bring  you  the  fraternal  greet- 
ings of  the  officers  and  directors  of  the 
Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  and 
to  bring  j'ou  some  information  which  I 
know  you  will  all  find  interesting. 

Most  local  organizations  sooner  or  later 
are  faced  with  a  benefit  problem,  either  the 
problem  of  i)roviding  additional  benefits  to 
the  International  benefits,  or  the  problem  of 
c;irrying  on  a  benefit  plan  which  no  longer 
seems  workable.  When  you  are  faced  with 
that  problem,  our  organization  provides  an 
actuarial  service  which  you  can  use,  and  it 
is  given  to  you  without  any  cost.  Naturally, 
we  are  interested  in  concerting  local  benefit 
plans  to  group  insurance,  because  it  has  been 
found  over  a  period  of  tiinc  that  group  in- 
surance is  the  best  way  to  handle  a  benefit 
plan. 

If  you  do  not  have  local  benefits,  I  would 
suggest  that  you  investigate  what  group  in- 
surance can  do  for  your  organization.  You 
will  find  that  where  you  have  older  men,  it 
is  very  difficult  for  them  to  secure  insurance 
at  a  rate  which  they  are  able  to  pay.  By 
means  of  group  insurance,  you  can  provide 
your  older  members  with  coverage  at  a  frac- 
tion of  the  cost  they  would  have  to  pay  buy- 
ing individually. 

Then,  too,  many  of  your  members  will  be 
unable  to  purchase  insurance  for  physical  or 
other  reasons.  On  a  group  insurance  policy 
they  come  in  without  a  physical  examination. 
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Apart  from  group  insurance,  you  will,  no 
doubt,  be  interested  in  following  the  Social 
Security  benefits,  and  by  watching  Social 
Security  you  will  see  that  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  most  people  expect  to  lay  down  their 
tools,  but  the  bcnclits  provided  under  thf 
Social  Security  Act  are  not  sufficient  to  keep 
you  going.  You  need  something  in  addition 
to  that.  Your  organization  has  a  plan  where- 
by your  Social  Security  benefits  at  sixty-five 
can  be  added  to.  This  is  worth  looking  into. 

Another  thing  that  I  would  like  to  ask 
your  cooperation  on  is  where,  perhaps,  in 
your  family,  or  in  your  immediate  circle  you 
know  of  someone  who  would  be  interested 
in  entering  the  life  insurance  field.  We  are 
looking  for  men  in  our  production  depart- 
ment, and  we  will  appreciate  it  if  you  will 
put  them  in  touch  with  us. 

At  your  place  today,  j'ou  will  find  a  little 
green  circular.  If  you  haven't  already  put 
this  in  your  pocket,  I  hope  you  will  do  so 
now.  As  you  open  that  out,  you  will  see 
that  the  third  leaf  of  it  is  a  post-card.  That 
post-card  is  already  addressed  and  it  has 
a  stamp  on  it.  If  you  will  write  on  the  back 


1-1  thai  what  particular  j^rogram  you  are  in- 
terested in  we  will  give  yon  the  information 
immediately. 

In  addition  to  this  green  circular  you  will 
find  a  red  pamphlet.  If  you  will  glance 
through  that  you  will  sec  just  what  our  com- 
pany has  to  offer,  briefly. 

I  don't  want  to  take  any  more  of  your 
time.  That  is,  in  brief  outline,  what  we  can 
do  and  what  you  can  do.  I  know  that  your 
organization  will  be  glad  to  cooperate  with 
the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company 
because  of  your  interest  in  it  and  the  interest 
of  the  labor  movement  generally  in  our 
company. 

Thank  you,  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  any- 
thing further  to  come  before  the  convention 
at  this  time?  If  not,  we  will  stand  adjourned 
until  tomorrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

(The  convention  thereupon  recessed  at 
four-five  o'clock  until  six  o'clock  p.m.  for 
the  introduction  of  resolutions,  whereupon 
it  adjourned). 
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The  session  convened  at  icn  t)'clock,  Pres- 
ident McSorley  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brothers, 
we  will  have  this  meeting  opened  with  an 
invocation  by  Chaplain  Nesbitt  of  the  Po- 
lice Department. 

CHAPLAIN  A.  HAMILTON  NES- 
BITT: Let  us  pray:  Direct  us,  O  Lord,  in 
all  our  doings  with  Thy  most  gracious  favor, 
and  grant  us  Thy  continual  help  in  all  our 
work  begun,  continued  atul  ended  in  Thee, 
to  the  glory  of  Tliy  holy  name,  and  at  last 
by  Thy  mercy  receive  us  into  everlasting 
life,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.  Amen. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brothers, 
we  have  with  us  this  morning  a  real  man 
who  has  always  in  his  public  career  been 
a  real  friend  of  labor,  not  only  as  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  the 
position  of  Mayor,  but  all  during  his  liistor\ 
as  a  Congressman  at  Washington. 

I  assure  you  that  it  is  both  a  pleasure 
and  an  honor  for  nic  lo  introduce  to  you, 
His  Honor,  Mayor  LaGuardia,  of  New 
York. 

(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded). 

THE  HONORABLE  FIORELLO  H. 
LAGUARDIA:  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Murray. 
Delegates:  I  regret  that  I  was  prevented 
from  being  here  yesterday  morning  as  1 
was  scheduled.  1  wanted  to  come,  but  I  am 
sure  all  of  you  will  understand  that  wiien 
a  Mayor  is  cornered  in  his  room  with  about 
ten  representatives  of  the  Building  Trades 
Council  it  is  pretty  hard  for  him  to  gel 
out.  (Laughter).  Tom  Alurray  led  a  dele- 
gation there,  and  we  were  pretty  busy  most 
of  the  morning. 

I  want  to  welcome  you  to  New  York. 
1  trust  the  out-of-town  delegates  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  and  will  look 
us  over.  You  all  want  to  go  out  to  see  the 
World's  Fair.  It  is  well  worth  your  while. 
If  you  want  to  see  all  of  it,  you  had  better 
take  the  balance  of  the  month  off.  (Laugli- 
ter).  But  see  as  much  of  it  as  you  possibly 


can,  because  llieie  never  will  be  another  op- 
portunity in  our  lifetime  to  have  anything 
like  it  equalled  in  the  whole  world.  So  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity. 

\\>u  are  gathered  here  to  discuss  matters 
i)t  interest  to  your  trade  and  to  the  building 
trade  generally,  and  of  course  you  have 
\()ur  problems.  As  1  see  it,  from  my  contact 
with  building  for  many  years,  the  build- 
ing trades  must  adjust  themselves  to 
changed  methods  in  the  art.  Sometimes  we 
are  confronted  with  problems  where  new 
methods  are  invoked,  having  been  tried  out, 
only  to  find  that  labor  has  not  adjusted  it- 
self to  them,  which  of  course  causes  a  great 
deal  of  dislocation. 

The  subject  is  not  new.  Almost  every 
skilled  worker  has  been  confronted  with  it 
from  time  to  time.  Some  of  you  will  remem- 
ber tiie  great  dislocatioti  in  the  printing 
trades  when  the  linotype  machine  was  first 
put  into  practical  use.  In  those  days  many 
of  the  printers  felt  it  was  an  encroachment 
upon  their  trade.  They  had  been  trained  to 
setting  and  distributing  type,  and  along 
comes  this  machine,  nothing  more  than  a 
typewriter,  entirely  different  and  new  from 
the  old  system  of  type  setting  and  distrib- 
uting, and  naturalh'  there  was  great  dis- 
location in  the  trade. 

To  come  to  your  own,  you  all  remember 
the  amount  of  masonry  that  went  into  ev- 
ery building,  and  then  new  uses,  new  meth- 
ods, were  found  for  the  use  of  concrete. 
Concrete  was  no  new  discovery.  The  Ro- 
mans used  it,  but  it  was  costly  because  of 
the  necessity  of  transportation,  mixing,  but 
with  new  methods  in  making  cement,  break- 
ing stones,  stone-breaking  machinery,  ma- 
chinery mixing  and  pouring,  concrete  came 
into  jiractical  use  and  naturally  displaced 
thousands  and  thousands  of  stone  masons. 

We  can't  stop  progress.  It  is  taking  place 
all  over.  Some  of  you  will  remember  the 
offices  of  railroads  and  banks  —  long  tables 
with  dozens  and  dozens  of  bookkeepers  sit- 
ting on  stools,  adding  u])  figures  and  niak- 
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ing  entries.  All  lli;it  lia>  ln-cii  aholislicd 
ni,)\v  with  iiiai'liiiK's  able  1m  aiUl,  siihl  l  ai  l, 
iiuiltiply  aiul  make  llic  ciUr\'  at  the  same 
time.  'J'hat  lias  caused  clisku-atioii  in  the 
clerical  forces  of  the  C(iunlr\  . 

The  matter  has  l)eeii  );i\en  a  unat  deal 
of  study  and  1  l)elie\e  that  there  is  no  dit- 
lerence  of  opinion  in  thai  it  would  lie  un 
wise  to  attempt  to  inev  i  nl  niw  and  inipioved 
methods  of  production.  'I'liis  was  lirst  felt 
when  it  was  learned  Imw  tn  appl\'  steam 
a>  mutivc  jiower.  ^  on  w  lui  are  all  familiar 
with  the  historx  of  labor  know  what  tii(d% 
place  in  l',nj;land  at  that  lime.  In  the  Imild- 
ing  trades  there  is  constant  change  and  im 
proved  methods  of  construction.  Labor  must 
keep  abreast  of  it,  and  it  is  that  which  has 
caused  so  much  of  what  is  known  as  juris- 
dictional disputes.  To  the  <intsider,  it  all 
seems  strange  and  perhaps  fcjolish,  and  it 
is  dit'hcult  for  an  outsider  to  understand 
why  there  are  so  many  jurisdictional  dis- 
putes in  the  building  industry. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  it  know  that 
what  might  seem  a  small  deviation  from  a 
former  method  might  displace  an  entire 
trade.  Of  course  the  matter  is  not  insignifi- 
cant or  trivial,  and  yet,  wdiat  are  we  to  do? 

Therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  should 
be  established  in  the  Building  Trades  some 
sort  of  a  research  laboratory  or  reference 
laboratory,  let  us  call  it,  to  keep  abreast  of 
new  methods,  to  know  of  new  patents  that 
are  filed  and  to  seek  to  prevent  the  sudden- 
ness, or  the  violence  of  sudden  dislocation. 

It  is  by  no  means  an  easy  problem.  I  see 
you  have  here  a  model  that  has  caused  me 
a  lot  of  trouble,  too.  (Laughter). 

Now,  when  this  City  builds,  naturally,  it 
i'^  anxious  to  have  the  job  completed.  In  a 
matter  like  this,  to  him,  the  builder,  it  is 
an  improvement,  and  he  becomes  irritated 
and  annoyed  if  there  is  interruption  of  work 
pending  the  settlement  of  the  dispute.  It  is 
not  easy,  but  it  must  be  faced. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  labor  hours  and 
millions  of  dollars  in  wages  have  been  lost 
by  reason  of  these  disputes.  Now,  if  you 
ask  me  the  solution,  it  isn't  easy.  Oh,  it  is 
easy  for  one  trade  to  say,  "It  belongs  to 
us,"  and  that  leaves  the  other  trade  out. 
That  is  the  difficulty  that  the  City  finds  it- 
self in  when  it  is  confronted  with  juris- 
dictional disputes. 

Tf  one  side  wins,  the  other  side  is  sore. 
The  other  side  calls  a  strike  and  the  work 


IS  inlcrrnptcd.  I  he  time  is  rapidly  approach- 
ing, men,  w  In  n  there  will  be  even  mori- 
changes.  \tiu  who  have  been  in  the  trad( 
a  long  lime  can  look  back  only  lhirl>  oi 
ihirt\  li\e  sears  ago  and  see  the  difference 
in  the  technique  of  steel  frames.  It  is  entirely 
ilianged. 

In  addition  tu  that,  new  metals  arc  being 
pnnhiced.  No  one  can  tell  thirty  years  from 
now  the  n.sc  of  steel.  Aviation  has  brought 
■  lUt  the  need  of  Stronger  tensile  strength 
in  metals  and  lighter  weight.  The  improve- 
ment during  the  past  twenty  years  in  that 
is  remarkable  and  revolutionary. 

VVe  are  producing  now  alloys  with  a  tensile 
strength  equal  to  that  of  steel  and  so  much 
lighter  as  to  make  a  comparison  almost 
useless.  So  that  not  only  in  methods  but  in 
material  as  well  there  are  constant  changes 
taking  place. 

In  addition  to  that,  the  building  trade  has 
a  disadvantage  of  still  being  a  sort  of  sea- 
sonal occupation.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
misunderstanding  throughout  the  country  as 
to  the  earnings  of  skilled  mechanics  in  the 
building  trade. 

People  take  your  hourly  wage  or  your 
daily  wage  and  multiply  them  by  so  many 
days  in  the  year  and  they  believe  that  you 
are  all  living  like  millionaires.  Of  course, 
they  don't  know  that  it  is  a  seasonal  job. 
They  don't  know  that  one  trade  does  not 
work  during  all  of  the  time  that  a  building 
is  in  the  course  of  construction. 

For  that  reason  the  trades  have  sought 
to  establish  or  fix  their  wages  on  a  basis 
that  would  allow',  assuming  that  work  is 
normal,  sufficient  to  live  during  the  year. 
You  see,  some  people  overlook  the  fact  that 
even  in  the  Building  Trades  if  one  doesn't 
work  350  days  in  the  year,  he  has  got  to  at 
least  eat  every  day,  and  that  factor  is  very 
often  overlooked.  Just  how  that  can  be  cor- 
rected, the  solution  has  not  as  yet  been 
found. 

.Seeminglx",  builders  have  not  jjrovided 
any  solution  other  than  complaints.  I  hear 
complaints  daily  from  builders  who  say  that 
they  woxdd  build,  but  the  cost  of  building 
is  too  high,  and  that  if  wages  were  brought 
down,  thc>'  would  immediately  start  to 
build. 

No-w,  tliat  sounds  all  right  for  that  one 
individual  builder,  but  if  you  ask  him  for 
how  long  a  time  he  could  employ  the  dif- 
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icrciit  trades,  he  will  immediately  answer 
the  time  sufticient  to  put  out  the  particular 
building  that  he  has  in  miiul. 

Perhaps  the  day  will  come  when  a  for- 
mula might  he  found  for  the  ])oolin,>;  oi 
work,  synchronizing  of  work,  among  con- 
tractors and  builders,  so  that  a  series  of 
construction,  planned  and  approved  and 
ready  to  go,  might  be  pooled  and  one  started 
right  after  the  other,  and  the  mechanics 
pass  from  one  building  to  tlie  otlier. 

If  that  is  done,  it  will  have  its  advantage 
for  those  who  are  employed,  but  it  would 
displace  a  large  number  of  men  in  the  build- 
ing industry.  We  must  be  realistic  about 
this.  The  industry  is  gearetl  to  provide  a 
sufficient  number  of  workers  in  the  season 
when  buildings  are  being  constructed,  or  at 
times  when  there  is  a  boom  in  the  building 
industrj'.  Were  this  to  be  systematized  so 
that  men  could  have  steady  employment, 
there  would  not  be  the  need  of  the  number 
of  men  who  are  now  working  in  the  build- 
ing trades. 

So,  your  problems  are  by  no  means  easy 
ones,  and  it  will  require  the  best  thought 
and  the  best  leadership  that  possibly  can 
be  obtained,  both  from  the  ranks  of  the 
workers  and  the  ranks  of  the  builders  them- 
selves. 

I  have  been  conferring  with  builders  con- 
stantly for  the  past  five  years  and  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  of  a 
practical,  constructive  suggestion  to  meet  the 
economic  conditions  of  the  workers  in  the 
building  trade,  and  that  is  the  situation  to- 
day, I  am  sorry  to  say. 

So  that  it  will  finally,  as  I  see  it,  rest 
upon  you  men  to  work  this  very  difficult 
situation  out.  Naturally,  in  times  when  you 
have  a  building  boom  caused  by  one  reason 
or  another,  you  have  no  problem,  but  then 
you  all  have  experienced  how  these  building 
booms  just  end  suddenly  and  then  you  have 
the  larger  percentage  of  your  own  people 
out  of  work. 

So,  your  program  is  pretty  well  outlined 
both  in  the  technique  of  building  as  well 
as  in  the  economics  of  building.  The  build- 
ing trade  today  is  an  intelligent  group  of 
men,  and  it  is  constantly  becoming  more 
intelligent.  With  compulsory  education  in 
nearly  every  state  of  the  Union,  most  of  the 
young  men  who  are  going  into  the  build- 
ing trades  have  had  the  benefit  of  at  least 
the  grade  schools  and  many  of  them  have 
high  schools. 


And,  men,  that  brings  up  another  question: 
What  are  we  going  to  do  with  the  young 
nun  who  graduate  from  our  high  schools? 

We  must  take  them  to  every  walk  of  life. 
The  City  of  New  York  is  spending  millions 
oi  dollars  in  education,  and  in  New  York, 
as  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  there  are 
more  and  more  vocational  high  schools. 

A  vocational  high  school  gives  the  student 
the  same  academic  higher  education  as  other 
liigh  schools,  and  in  addition  gives  him  tech- 
nical and  theoretical  training  in  the  trades. 
Some  organizations  frown  upon  that.  Natur- 
ally, with  the  present  economic  condition, 
it  is  difificult  for  any  young  man  to  enter 
any  of  the  building  trades.  But  that  is  a 
problem  that  has  to  be  solved.  Perhaps  it 
will  not  be  easy  until  we  have  a  proper  sys- 
tem of  old  age  pensions,  universal  through- 
out the  country.  But  we  cannot  ignore  these 
young  people  who  are  coming  along,  and  it 
is  one  of  the  most  difificult  problems  that 
Government  has  to  meet. 

Here  we  take  these  joungstcrs  into  the 
primary  schools,  grade  schools,  high  schools, 
and  then  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  them 
after  they  graduate.  Just  as  sure  as  we  are 
sitting  here,  the  time  is  not  distant  when 
every  American  boy  and  girl  will  have  had 
not  only  a  grade  school  training,  but  a  high 
school  training  as  well.  That  is  progress. 
No  one  wants  to  stop  that.  But  there,  too, 
your  trade,  every  skilled  trade,  must  meet 
the  situation  as  to  how  best  to  absorb  these 
young  people  as  they  come  along. 

There  was  a  time  when  these  problems 
were  settled  just  by  a  privileged  class,  by 
a  small  minority,  and  because  of  that  fact, 
I  believe  we  are  in  the  plight  that  we  now 
find  ourselves.  These  problems  are  to  be 
solved  not  by  any  minority,  not  by  any  privi- 
leged class,  but  by  the  American  people 
themselves,  of  which  you  form  such  an  im- 
portant part.  These  problems  are  thrown 
wide  open  now  for  discussion,  for  study,  and 
for  suggestions  of  solution. 

American  labor,  therefore,  has  a  great 
mission  before  it,  not  only  to  solve  the  prob- 
lems, the  immediate  problems  of  that  partic- 
ular day,  but  also  in  bringing  about  a  re- 
adjustment that  will  give  to  all  of  the  people 
of  the  country  the  benefit  of  the  vast  natural 
wealth  of  our  country. 

That  is  the  ultimate  goal.  American  labor 
is  as  intelligent  a  group  as  any  group  in  this 
country,  or  anywhere  in  the  world.  Through 
your  organization  you  have  the  opportunity 
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<Jt  gettilif;  the  iiilOiUKilinii.  imI  (iiiI>    llie  ni 
formation    wiiicli    .\(>u    aNsml)    \  miisL'lvo 
through  your  dailj'  conditions,  luii  the  in 
formation  pertaining;  to  otlur  trades  an<l  to 
conditions   j;x'in;'":illy-   And   with    this  inlm 
niation,  1  bcHcvc  it  is  the  desire  of  Ameri- 
can labor  to  be  progressive  and  to  under- 
stand that  the  good  of  the  country  is  im- 
portant to  the  welfare  of  any  particular  trade, 
just  as  the  country  has  to  realize  that  tiie 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  working  and 
wage-earning  class  is  necessarj'  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country. 

With  that  having  been  accepted  at  this 
lime,  I  am  hopeful  that  we  will  be  able 
to  work  out  our  problem. 

(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  want  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Mayor 
for  coming  here  and  delivering  tiiat  wonder- 
ful address. 

We  have  another  gentleman  here  who  has 
been  tied  up  with  the  Mayor  and  whom  we 
invited  to  come  here  and  sa^'  a  few  words 
to  us.  I  think,  as  he  is  a  very  bus\-  man, 
that  we  had  better  hear  from  him  at  this 
time.  I  therefore  take  great  pleasure  in  in- 
troducing our  good  friend  Tommy  Murray, 
President  of  the  New  York  Building  Trades 
Council. 

(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded). 

THOMAS  MURRAY:  Mr.  Chairman, 
Members  of  the  International  Union  of 
Lathers:  I,  like  the  Mayor  of  New  York 
City,  am  a  bit  tardy  in  extending  to  you 
visitors  to  our  city  a  real  hearty  welcome. 

Today,  we  believe  that  labor  is  being  put 
to  an  acid  test,  with  our  troubles  here 
in  the  City  of  New  York  with  the  W'PA  and 
the  many  critics  who  are  writing  in  our 
magazines,  our  newspapers  that,  as  the 
Mayor  said,  the  building  trades  people  of 
the  City  of  New  York  are  receiving  too  much 
money  to  attract  capital  into  the  building 
industry. 

These  people,  of  course,  are  not  acquaintetl 
with  the  yearly  income  that  a  building 
trades  worker  is  permitted  to  earn.  I  dare 
say,  in  the  City  of  New  York  there  isn't  a 
building  trades  worker  during  these  times — 
unless  we  have  a  building  boom  here  in 
the  building  business  —  who  will  exceed 
$1200  a  year,  and  I  am  very  charitable  in 
my  views  when  I  say  $1200  a  year. 

The  WPA  situation  in  our  city  has  left  the 
building  trades  mechanic  high  and  dry.  We 
have  done  everything  we  can  to  cooperate 


wiili  ilu  VVl'A.  On  its  first  introduction  in 
to  \'cv\  York  City,  wc  were  given  the  privi- 
lege of  accepting  a  security  wage.  Of  course, 
everybody  knows  the  history  of  tiie  fight 
llie  building  trades  worker  had  to  put  up  in 
order  to  retain  the  agreed  rate  of  pay  as 
per  the  agreement  between  the  employer  and 
the  employee  in  this  city.  We  were  success- 
ful in  having  the  Government  at  that  time 
recognize  the  prevailing  rate  of  pay  in  the 
City  of  New  York. 

In  order  that  the  \Vl'/\  might  not  be 
imposed  upon  by  people  whose  only  quali- 
fications to  being  a  building  trades  mechanic 
are  their  admissions,  we  established  here  in 
the  Citj^  of  New  York  what  is  known  as  the 
Mechanics  Qualification  Unit  on  which  each 
trade  had  a  representative  to  tour  the 
WPA  projects,  to  relieve  the  WPA  from 
paying  the  mechanic's  wage  to  a  man  who 
could  not  perform.  Such  an  efficiency  was 
created  hy  that  particular  unit  that  even 
the  present  Administrator  boasted  of  it  in 
our  daily  papers. 

Today,  of  course,  they  feel  that  sixty-nine 
cents  an  hour  is  quite  sufficient  for  a  man 
for  work  that  maj-^  be  performed  on  WPA 
programs,  and  sufificient  for  him  to  support 
his  dependents.  This  ,of  course,  we  know 
can't  be  done.  We  are  still  in  the  fight. 

I  believe  the  WPA  in  the  City  of  New 
York  have  been  the  biggest  contractors  that 
we  have  had  here  for  a  considerable  period. 
We  have  had  projects  sponsored  here  that 
reached  the  vast  sum  of  $40,000,000,  and 
I>erhaps  will  go  higher  before  same  is  com- 
ideted. 

The  WPA  program  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  I  believe,  has  taken  advantage  of  the 
building  trades  workers  today,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  we  have  a  great  army  of  unem- 
ployed people,  and  they  feel  that  they  are 
going  to  be  successful  in  having  these  people 
accept  the  wage  rate  provided  for  in  the 
Relief  Act  by  our  Congressmen.  We  have 
been  up  and  down  every  avenue  for  help. 
The  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York  has 
been  quite  a  help  to  the  building  trades 
worker  of  this  city,  but,  of  course,  by  an 
Act  of  Congress  it  is  impossible  for  him 
and  many  of  our  friends  to  do  the  things 
that  they  desire  for  our  people. 

We  have  a  Congressman  in  Washington 
getting  the  signatures  of  eighty-four  Con- 
gressmen to  a  petition  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  change  the  present  rate 
of  WPA.  We  have  been  waiting  for  quite 
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some  lime  lo  have  the  Attorney  General 
interpret  15B  of  the  Rehef  Act,  so  that  the 
work  in  course  of  construction  in  the  cities 
can  be  finished  under  the  old  wage  rale. 
To  date,  we  have  had  no  such  opinion  ten- 
dered to  us,  and  we  are  still  waiting  for  it. 
We  were  quite  sure  that  when  he  was  re- 
quested to  voice  an  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject the  building  trades  worker  would  be 
returned  to  the  work  at  the  wage  rate  he 
was  employed  at. 

In  the  City  of  New  York,  they  were  not 
all  of  relief  status.  The  projects  that  were 
sponsored  here  and  paid  for  by  funds  of  the 
Government  had  to  employ  building  trades 
workers  that  were  not  on  relief  status  or 
could  not  qualify  for  relief  status,  and  in 
view  of  that  fact,  we  felt  it  was  public  work 
and  should  be  paid  for  at  the  wage  rate  pre- 
scribed for  all  public  work.  We  are  still 
waiting  for  that. 

You  people  have  probably  read  consider- 
ably of  the  World's  Fair.  We  believe  that 
we  of  the  building  trades  of  New  York  City 
have  erected  buildings  over  there  that  every- 
body can  be  proud  of.  You  have  read  in  the 
papers  how  the  building  trades  of  this  city 
hijacked  the  state  and  foreign  governments 
at  the  World's  Fair.  That  is  not  so.  Before 
the  World's  Fair  was  started  we  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  Grover  Whalen,  the  Pres- 
ident of  tlie  World's  Fair  Corporation,  and 
in  that  agreement  he  agreed  to  employ  all 
American  Federation  of  Labor  workmen  in 
the  construction  of  that  work  —  not  only 
in  the  construction  but  in  the  maintenance 
and  repairs  that  may  be  needed. 

That  agreement  has  been  lived  up  to  and 
complied  with  by  the  building  trades  and 
by  the  World's  Fair  authorities.  The  foreign 
governments  came  here  and  were  of  the 
opinion  that  after  the  four  walls  were  built 
they  then  could  import  their  workmen  and 
bring  them  in  here,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  we  had  plenty  of  unemployed  men  in 
our  city.  I  don't  know  where  the  foreign 
governments  got  the  idea  that  they  would 
he  permitted  to  bring  those  people  over  here 
and  have  them  work  for  a  wage  rate  that 
perhaps  a  week's  work  would  not  compare 
with  a  day's  work  of  our  people,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  we  had  unemployed 
liere  and  that  we  had  an  agreement  with  the 
World's  Fair  authorities  to  do  that  work. 
When  we  objected,  then  of  course,  the  critics 
began  —  and  those  anti-laboritcs  will  al- 
ways find  that  subject  dear  to  their  hearts. 


We  agreed  lo  do  this  with  the  foreign 
people:  that  if  there  was  work  of  a  unique 
character,  we  would  sit  down  with  the  trade 
that  was  involved  in  that  particular  work 
and  we  were  quite  sure,  in  fact  we  did  agree 
to  allow  many  artists  and  people  of  that 
character  to  come  in  and  do  that  work. 

I  tell  you  these  things  because  I  know  that 
there  are  many  people  from  various  parts 
of  our  country  here,  and  I  want  to  give  you 
the  true  picture  of  the  building  trades 
worker  in  his  difficulties  and  controversies 
with  the  various  people  who  feel  that  labor 
—  and  this  is  their  sole  thought  —  should 
not  have  a  voice  as  to  what  their  labor  is 
worth. 

There  are  many  people  who  feel  that  they 
should  be  the  sole  judge  as  to  what  labor 
shall  get  for  the  performance  of  its  work 

On  that,  of  course,  we  on  the  other  side  feel 
that  we  have  something  to  say  as  to  what  we 
shall  sell  our  labor  for.  That  seems  to  me  the 
great  controversy  in  the  City  of  New  York.  I 
could  go  on  perhaps  and  talk  here  for  quite  a 
considerable  time.  I  know  that  you  have  a  big 
day  before  you  today.  I  know  that  your  enjoy- 
ment here  in  the  City  of  New  York  has  been 
mapped  out,  and  I  want  to  say  this :  that  it  is 
just  a  characteristic  of  the  Lathers'  organiza- 
tion that  they  never  go  half  way  in  anything.  I 
believe  that  the  entertainment  as  scheduled  here 
for  you  men  is  such  that  I  have  never  wit- 
nessed before,  and  I  am  sure  that  your  stay 
in  Travers  Island  today  —  I  believe  it  is  today 
you  are  going  there  —  will  be  an  enjoyable 
one. 

I  want  to  say  again  that  on  behalf  of  the 
Building  Trades  we  wish  you  every  success 
in  your  deliberations,  and  we  are  quite  sure 
that  your  deliberations  will  be  of  great  bene- 
fit to  the  people  who  sent  you  here  and  who 
you  represent. 

We  desire,  too,  to  congratulate  you,  Mr. 
President,  in  piloting  an  organization  of  this 
kind. 

I  thank  you  and  wish  you  every  success. 
(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  I  want  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  Brother  Murray  for 
coming  here  and  delivering  this  fine  message. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  President's 
Report ! 

DELEGATE  KRESS  (Local  30):  I  have 
my  report  signed  by  the  entire  Committee  with 
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llu'  exception  of  George  Stevenson.  1  haven't 
been  able  to  find  Cieorge  this  morning.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  report  1  vvonUl  like  to  recjuest 
that  he  sign  it  at  the  Secretary's  desk. 

WPA 

Under  the  above  caption  we  note  the  Presi- 
dent's activities  and  what  has  transpired  on  this 
class  of  work  and  concur  in  his  statement  that 
it  will  be  necessary  for  the  membership  of 
our  organization  as  well  as  of  other  building 
trades  organizations  to  contact  their  Congress- 
men and  Senators  in  their  respective  districts 
and  insist  that  these  Congressmen  and  Senators 
take  steps  to  remedy  the  errors  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  so  that  the  United  States 
Government  when  employing  Building  Trades- 
men on  WPA  projects  shall  pay  the  prevail- 
ing rate  of  wages,  the  same  as  independent 
contractors  and  owners  do  throughout  the 
country. 

Your  Committee  further  recommends  that  the 
convention  go  on  record  as  being  opposed  to 
any  of  our  members  working  on  WPA  or 
for  anyone  else  for  a  wage  scale  less  than  the 
established  scale  in  efTect  through  agreements 
with  employers  on  private  work. 

JURISDICTION  DISPUTES 

Under  this  caption,  your  Committee  took  note 
of  the  President's  explanation  of  the  Building 
and  Construction  Trades  Department's  method 
of  settling  jurisdiction  disputes  and  we  concur 
in  his  recommendation  and  strongly  urge  that 
favorable  consideration  be  given  these  recom- 
mendations by  all  our  local  unions. 

We  commend  the  President  and  Deputy  Or- 
ganizers for  their  activities  and  results  achieved 
during  the  past  three  years,  which  is  reflected 
in  the  reinstatement  of  71  local  unions,  the  is- 
suance of  17  new  charters  and  an  increase  of 
2460  members,  and  recommend  that  this  policy 
be  continued. 

STATE  AND  DISTRICT  COUNCILS 

Under  this  caption,  it  is  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee  that  the  formation  of  State  and 
District  Councils  should  be  encouraged  and  we 
recommend  that  frequent  meetings  should  be 
held  as  a  means  of  better  controlling  all  of  our 
work  within  States  and  Districts. 

WOOD  LATH  AND  SUBSTITUTES 

We  concur  in  the  President's  recommenda- 
tion that  all  local  unions  should  make  every 
effort  to  get  control  over  all  this  class  of  work 
that  comes  under  our  trade  jurisdiction  as  soon 
as  possible. 


NATIONAL  AFFILIATIONS 

We  urge  all  local  unions  to  comi)ly  with  the 
President's  recommendation  in  regards  to  affilia- 
tion with  all  bona  fide  City  Central  Bodies  or 
State  I'^ederations  of  Labor,  Local  and  State 
Building  Trades  Councils. 

FUNERAL  BENEFITS 

We  concur  in  the  President's  recommenda- 
tion that  the  Funeral  Benefit  Fund  be  made 
more  secure  by  the  establishment  of  a  reserve 
fund  and  respectfully  refer  this  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Law  to  draft  suitable  resolutions 
to  cover  the  matter. 

Your  Committee  approves  the  salary  and  ex- 
pense account  as  submitted  by  the  General 
President  as  well  as  the  entire  report  and 
urgently  recommend  that  all  delegates  famil- 
iarize themselves  with  the  report,  because  of  its 
constructive  and  educational  nature. 

Signed  by  myself  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Walter  Matthews,  A.  J.  Miller,  Frank 
R.  Smith,  John  Budd  and  John  Langan ;  George 
Stevenson  to  sign  it  yet. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  re- 
port, Mr.  Chairman. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent 
by  saying,  "Aye" ;  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have 
it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Law ! 

DELEGATE  CASE  (Local  47)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man and  Delegates,  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Resolutions  is  prepared  to  make  a  partial  re- 
port. There  are  a  whole  lot  of  resolutions  that 
have  been  presented  that  our  Committee  didn't 
have  an  opportunity  to  deal  with,  and  I  hope 
that  those  who  have  resolutions  of  a  similar 
nature  will  hold  them  in  abeyance  until  we 
can  get  them  all  together  and  straighten  every- 
thing out.  I  feel  as  though  we  will  have  to  do 
the  best  we  can,  owing  to  the  fact  that  some 
of  the  resolutions  are  coming  in  so  late. 
Secretary  Haggerty  will  read  our  report : 
DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  :  Mr. 
Chairman  and  Delegates :  With  the  consent  of 
the  convention,  I  would  like  permission  to  just 
read  the  resolves  in  the  long  resolutions  as  the 
meat  of  the  resolutions  many  times  is  just  in 
the  resolves  and  not  in  the  whereases.  If  you 
object,  of  course,  we  will  read  the  entire  reso- 
lution. Some  of  them  are  legal  sized  and  a 
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Icngtli  and  a  hall"  or  two  of  Ic^al  si/e  paper. 
You  have  thum  he  fore  you  on  your  proceed- 
ings of  ycstcrdax .  \  on  can  read  them  as  we 
go  along. 

No.  1:  "UK  IT  RESOLVE]*,  'lluU  this 
(."onvention  go  on  record  recjuesting  the  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  introduce  through  its  Executive  Committee 
such  Federal  Legislation  and  Amendments 
which  will  adequately  increase  the  benefits  and 
broaden  the  coverage  in  the  various  categories 
of  the  Social  Security  Act  including  the  Aged, 
Youth  and  Unemployed  and  incapacitated,  on  a 
National  basis  to  provide  an  adequate  hY'deral 
system  of  Old  Age,  Unemployment  and  Social 
Insurance  and  advancement  of  the  cultural  and 
job  opportunities  of  the  Youth;  ami  consistt-nt 
witli  the  National  wealth  and  capacity  of  pro- 
ducing wealth." 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence.  I 
move  the  adoption  of  the  report,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent 
by  saying,  "Aye" ;  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have 
it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  :  Resolutions  No. 
2  and  No.  6 — on  page  91  for  No.  2  and  on 
page  94  for  No.  6.  These  two  deal  with  the 
same  subject  matter,  and  are  being  reported 
on  at  the  one  time  by  your  Committee.  I  think 
the  shortest  one  is  No.  6,  introduced  by  J.  O. 
Dahl,  Local  268,  and  No.  2  is  introduced  by 
Walter  Frank,  Local  190,  Minneapolis.  I  will 
read  No.  6  first. 

"WHEREAS,  At  the  Sixteenth  Convention 
luld  by  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers' 
International  Union,  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution of  that  organization  was  duly  present- 
ed, adopted,  and  read  into  the  said  constitu- 
tion to  be  known  as  Section  No.  182,  thereof ; 
and 

"WHEREAS,  Although  we  were  not  privil- 
eged to  enjoy  its  provisions  and  intent,  it  hav- 
ing been  deemed  advisable  to  suspend  the  same, 
we  do  appreciate  the  value  and  purposes  of 
the  said  Section,  and  wish  for  our  local  unions 
and  mcmber.ship  to  enjoy  the  results  which  will 
be  derived  from  the  same; 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
the  purposes  contained  in  the  beforementioned 
Section  No,  182  be  adopted  by  this  convention 


and  incorporated  in  the  constitution  in  place  of 
the  now  existing  Section  No.  200  thereof,  the 
assessment  therefor  be  placed  at  Two  Dollars 
($2.00)  per  member,  per  year,  due  and  pay- 
able on  the  first  day  of  July  of  each  year." 

No.  2,  on  page  91,  has  long  whereases,  but 
the  meat  is  in  the  resolve  : 

"BE  IT  THh:KEl-ORE  RESOLVED,  That 
this  convention  go  on  record  incorporating  into 
its  constitution  the  following  provision : 

"There  shall  be  established  a  permanent 
International  Convention  Fund,  and  said  fund 
shall  be  maintained  by  setting  aside  each  and 
every  month  fifteen  cents  from  the  regular 
monthly  jier  capita  tax  of  each  and  every  mem- 
ber of  our  International  LInion,  this  fund  to  be 
used  to  defray  all  expenses  for  a  delegate  from 
every  local  of  our  International  Union,  such 
expenses  to  be  consistent  with  true  economy 
and  only  necessary  expenses.  The  delegates 
shall  receive  payment  for  their  time  on  the 
basis  of  the  prevailing  .scale  of  their  local  in 
full  or  part,  provided  the  fund  is  sutTicient,  each 
local  to  be  informed  as  to  the  amount  that  the 
fund  will  permit  to  pay  each  dele.gate  for  his 
time. 

"The  International  Office  shall  negotiate  with 
railroads  and  other  systems  of  transportation, 
and  with  hotels,  etc.,  for  the  most  economical 
rates.  A  complete  financial  report  on  the  rev- 
enue and  expenses  of  this  convention  fund,  and 
signed  by  a  legal  auditor,  appointed  by  the 
Executive  Council,  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
convention  and  printed  in  the  Official  Journal, 

"Locals  not  sending  delegates  shall  forfeit 
their  allowance,  which  shall  revert  back  to  the 
fund.  Also,  a  local  must  be  in  continuous  good 
standing  for  a  period  of  one  year  in  our  Inter- 
!iational  Union  before  receiving  its  pro  rata 
share  of  the  convention  fund. 

"Provided,  the  above  provisions  do  not  appl\ 
to  District  or  State  Councils." 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  : 
These  two  resolutions  both  deal  with  the  same 
subject  matter,  providing  for  a  permanent  con- 
vention fund  to  finance  delegates  to  our  next 
convention. 

Your  Committee  recommends  that  both  these 
resolutions.  No.  2  and  No.  6,  be  referred  to 
the  incoming  President  and  Executive  Board 
for  a  report  at  the  next  convention. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  tin 
Committee. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  motion!") 
PRESIDENT   McSORLEY:   It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
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the  motion.  Arc  jou  ready  for  tiie  (jiicstioii? 
All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  con- 
sent by  saying,  "Aye";  contrary,  "No."  Tlu- 
"Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATP:  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  :  No. 
3,  on  page  92,  introduced  hy  Walter  Frank, 
Local  190,  Minneapolis.  This  is  a  long  resolu- 
tion with  a  lot  of  whereases.  Its  intent  is  to 
condemn  the  activities  and  persecution  of  the 
VVPA  strikers  in  Minneapolis  during  that  last 
controver.sy  there.  I  think  tin-  resolves  will 
cover  the  entire  matter. 

"BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED,  That 
this  Convention  go  on  record  vigorously  con- 
demning these  outrages  against  the  Minneapolis 
WPA  strike  victims,  and  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Woodrum  Amendment  and  for  the  re- 
cstablishment  of  prevailing  Trade  Union  wages 
and  conditions  on  all  Federal  and  Public  Work; 
and 

"BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  wc 
go  on  record  to  support  the  Building  and 
Construction  Trades  Unions  throughout  the 
Nation  in  their  strikes  and  efforts  against  the 
WPA  wage  cuts  and  against  its  reactionary 
and  unsound  policy;  and  for  the  transforma- 
tion of  all  WPA  Building  and  Construction 
Trades  work  into  a  program  divorced  from  all 
relief  agencies  and  based  on  Trade  Union  wages 
and  conditions ;  and  for  the  speedy  acquittal  of 
(he  arrested  WPA  strike  victims  in  A'linne- 
apolis  and  elsewhere ;  and 

"BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  this 
convention  through  its  Ofificers  and  delegates 
to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention  and  Building 
Trades  Department  call  upon  the  Oftkers  and 
Executive  Council  and  Conventions  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  and  its  Building  Trades  Depart- 
ment to  set  up  machinery  to  assist  and  sup- 
port the  defense  of  the  WPA  strike  victims 
arrested  in  Minneapolis  or  elsewhere;  and  to 
support  the  Building  and  Construction  Trades 
Unions  in  their  nation-wide  struggles  to  restore 
their  Union  wages  and  conditions ;  and  to  in- 
troduce proper  legislation  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Woodrum  Amendment  and  safe-guarding  pre- 
vailing Trade  Union  wages  and  conditions; 
and  to  prevent  the  invasion  into  the  Construc- 
tion and  other  Industries  by  the  WPA  detri- 
mental to  our  Trade  Union  standards  and 
rights;  and  to  call  upon  all  A.  F.  of  L.  Unions 
to  give  financial  assistance  to  the  mentioned 
defense." 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence 
and  the  complete  endorsement  of  the  statement 
of   the  position   of    President    Green   in  his 


slatcuKiit  Ic)  till  Minneapolis  Cenlral  Laijor 
(  ouncil. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  the  Committee's  rc- 
liort  be  adopted. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  motion!") 

PKi:SlDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
!  (  giilarly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
till'  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  see  nothing  in  this  resolution  but 
good,  and  I  am  opposed  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  :  The 
Committee's  report  is  concurrence,  Harry. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  :  The  last  section  of 
it  isn't. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  :  The 
whole  resolution,  plus  a  further  endorsement 
of  the  President's  statement,  President  Green's 
statement.  We  bring  that  out. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  You 
approve  of  everything  that  is  here? 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  :  The 
entire  resolution. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  Then  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  Committee. 
I  beg  your  pardon. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  there  is  no  need  of  my  speaking 
on  that.  I  know  that  we  are  going  to  adopt 
that.  1  merely  want  to  call  to  the  attention 
of  the  delegates  that  I  have  a  telegram  in  my 
hand  that  in  addition  to  the  forty-five  loyal 
people  who  are  in  our  trade  union  movement, 
who  have  been  arrested,  there  are  five  more 
in  jail  and  eleven  more  indicted  and  to  be 
arrested  and  thrown  in  jail. 

When  you  go  back  to  your  community,  make 
everyone  conscious  there  that  this  is  going  to 
become  a  national  fight  for  the  release  and 
vindication  of  these  innocent  victims  of  the 
WPA  strike  and  to  do  everything  in  your 
power  to  aid  the  Union  Labor  Movement  to 
raise  the  necessary  money  to  provide  an  ade- 
quate defense. 

We  are  informed  that  the  defense  to  obtain 
the  vindication  of  tiiese  victims  will  take  per- 
liaps  two  years  and  will  involve  the  sum  of 
not  less  than  $50,000.  Now,  you  will  realize  that 
a  tremendous  obstacle  it  is  for  a  labor  move- 
ment in  one  city  to  obtain  that,  and  we  ask 
>'ou  when  you  go  back  to  your  committee  to 
do  everything  that  you  can  to  see  to  it  that 
these  local  imions  send  to  the  Central  Labor 
Union  of  Minneapolis  the  mone.\'  that  you  can 
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(>l>lain  UN  a  cuiitribution  to  give  tliesc  people 
an  aduiiiatc  defense  that  they  deserve.  They 
have  remained  loyal  to  us  and  to  tlie  American 
labor  niovenuiit  and  we  should  remain  loval  to 
tiicm. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

rkl'.SIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
remarks?  If  not,  the  ([ucstion  recurs  to  the 
adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee.  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying,  "Aye" ;  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes" 
have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  : 
Resolution  No.  4  on  page  93,  submitted  by 
Delegate  Frank  from  Local  190  of  Minneapolis. 
This  is  a  resolution  covering  a  page  and  a 
quarter,  legal  size.  I  will  just  read  the  resolves. 
I  think  they  cover  the  entire  matter. 

"BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED,  That 
this  Convention  endorse  the  enactment  of  Fed- 
eral Legislation  providing  for  a  maximum  work 
week  of  thirty  hours  with  no  reduction  in  daily, 
weekly  or  monthly  pay  and  afTectitiLj  all  em- 
ployment, except  for  Agriculture  where  special 
provisions  be  made  in  conformity  with  the 
principle  of  reduction  in  hours  without  affect- 
ing income  and  with  fair  prices  to  the  Agri- 
cultural people. 

"BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  we 
favor  Federal  Legislation  which  will  establish 
in  reality  said  equal  job  opportunities  at  pre- 
vailing trade  union  wages,  for  all  workers 
through  a  systematic  reduction  in  hours  and 
increases  in  wages  consistent  with  the  capacity 
to  produce,  and  with  the  national  wealth  pro- 
duced by  labor ;  and 

"BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  we 
go  on  record  to  oppose  any  inflationar>-  meas- 
ures or  money  devaluation  which  tends  to 
reduce  the  purchasing  power  of  labor;  and 

"BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  we 
call  on  the  convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  through  its  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  launch  an  aggressive  national  cam- 
paign by  its  afifiliated  unions  to  achieve  these 
objectives  through  the  activity  and  strength  of 
the  Trade  Union  Movement  and  also  through 
mentioned  legislation ;  and 

"BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  we 
go  on  record  to  request  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  Convention  to  request  the 
United  States  Congress  to  launch  a  Federal 
ten  billion  dollar  Public  Works  and  Model 
Housing  Program  divorced  from  all  relief 
agencies,  and  based  on  prevailing  trade  union 


wages  and  eotulitions  and  a  six-hour  day  and 
thirty-hour  work  week  and  said  program  also 
to  provide  to  give  financial  aid  to  Cooperative 
Housing  Enterprises." 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence 
with  the  exception  of  the  last  line  commenc- 
ing after  the  word  "week"  in  the  final  resolve. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's 
report. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  motion!") 

1'RESID1;NT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  1  see  nothing  wrong  with  the  last 
line  that  the  Committee  wants  deleted  in  their 
recommendation.  Therefore,  I  am  going  to  ob- 
ject to  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

I  would  like  to  ask  you  if  my  objection  is 
carried  by  the  convention,  does  the  entire  reso- 
lution carry  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  rule  pro- 
vides that  anybody  who  wants  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  Committee's  report  must  pre- 
sent it  in  writing  so  that  we  can  keep  it  straight 
in  the  record.  But  the  motion  that  you  make  is 
a  negative  motion.  If  you  want  to  vote  down 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  you  can  vote  it 
down  and  then  adopt  the  resolution  as  present- 
ed, if  you  want  to  do  that. 

DELEGATE  KLINK  (Westchester  District 
Council)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  we  might  be  able  to 
get  over  this  if  Delegate  Frank  will  give  us 
an  idea  of  what  this  really  means,  on  the  bot- 
tom of  this  resolution. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190):  It 
means,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  since  the  Trade 
Union  Movement  is  encouraging  cooperative 
housing,  and  if  in  a  community  the  labor  move- 
ment desires  to  engage  in  cooperative  house 
construction,  that  they  have  the  same  privilege 
of  obtaining  the  loans  and  financial  assistance 
as  is  granted  to  private  corporations  and 
private  industry. 

That  is  the  intent  of  the  resolution  and  I 
certainly  believe  that  we  should  fall  in  line 
with  this  principle  that  is  being  advocated 
throughout  the  nation  and  incorporate  that  in 
the  resolution. 

DELEGATE  KLINK  (Westchester  District 
Council)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  the  way  the  para- 
graph reads  it  leads  you  to  believe  that  it  is 
some  kind  of  a  non-imion  proposition.  Where 
is  a  group  of  workers  going  to  go  in  and 
build  a  lot  of  houses,  and  allotting  an  amount 
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to  this  fellow  and  that  fellow,  the  principles 
of  the  International  Union  are  absolutely  op- 
l)ose(l  to  that  particular  method  of  construction. 

Now,  we  probably  do  have  more  explicit  m- 
lormation  on  it  than  the  way  Brother  Frank 
relates  it.  1  think  that  tlie  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee might  have  left  it  go  all  the  way  through 
the  way  it  reads. 

DELEGATE  MAe.Gl<:KTY  (Local  42)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  your  Committee  in  discussing  this 
resolution  took  into  consideration  the  word 
"cooperative"  as  all-inclusive.  Now,  while  it  is 
(luite  true  that  Delegate  Frank  mentions  "co- 
operative" could  be  used  in  building  large 
apartment  houses  on  a  union  basis  through  a 
contract  and  cooperative  tenancy  of  that  build- 
ing by  tenants,  by  the  same  token  it  also  pro- 
vides that  cooperative  associations  or  organi- 
zations of  unemployed  people  throughout  the 
entire  country  may  be  financed  by  the  F'ederal 
Cioveriiment  to  build  these  buildings  with  their 
own  labor;  not  on  a  contract  basis,  but  upon 
a  force  act  basis  by  a  city  or  county  or  any 
other  governmental  agency  or  state  to  take 
care  of  their  great  relief  load. 

Your  Committee  discussed  and  considered  the 
great  damage  done  throughout  the  country  by 
WPA  and  other  relief  agencies  in  replacing 
our  people  with  relief  clients  on  construction 
labor.  We  realize  in  this  sentence  here,  by  go- 
ing on  record  and  endorsing  it  you  are  endors- 
ing that  sort  of  a  sj'stem. 

I  have  no  objection  to  what  Delegate  FVank 
mentions  in  that  type  of  cooperative  housing. 
That  is  all  right,  because  it  is  built  by  some 
housing  authority  possibly,  an  agency  which 
then  contracts  work  to  a  private  contractor  who 
in  turn  hires  our  people  to  build  the  building, 
but  this  is  too  all-inclusive. 

That  last  sentence  doesn't  mean  anything  to 
us  here  if  we  delete  it,  but  if  we  leave  it  in 
it  does  mean  that  we  are  okaying  and  con- 
curring in  the  Federal  Government  giving 
money  to,  say,  the  County  of  Los  Angeles. 
Now,  I  speak  from  experience.  I  have  seen 
it  happen.  It  is  now  happening  out  there ;  also 
in  various  other  counties  of  California  where 
they  have  a  great  relief  load,  indigents  from 
Oklahoma,  Arkansas,  who  are  homeless,  hun- 
gry and  broken,  destitute. 

So  they  have  any  amount  of  land  taken 
back  for  non-payment  of  taxes.  This  land  is 
being  utilized  by  these  agencies  to  build  build- 
ings with  relief  labor  on  a  cooperative  basis, 
swappmg  back  and  forth.  No  union  man  is  em- 
ployed there.  No  man  receives  hourly  or  daily 
wages. 


.So  that  till  leeiing  of  the  Committee  was 
that  we  would  endorse  that  sort  of  a  system, 
delete  that,  and  it  doesn't  mean  ending  the 
resolution.  We  are  going  on  record  for  a  page 
and  a  half  practically  outlining  the  entire  sit- 
uation, the  need  for  tliis  money,  the  reasons 
for  it,  and  so  forth.  If  you  strike  out  the  last 
line  you  eliminate  any  danger  to  this  conven- 
tion of  having  your  business  agents,  your 
President,  told  sonielinie  by  Washington  that 
"In  New  York  City  in  1939  you  went  on  rec- 
ord favoring  and  endorsing  this  sort  of  thing." 

The  President  might  say  that  we  didn't 
mean  that ;  we  meant  cooperative  housing  in  the 
larger  sense  which  was  being  let  to  union  con- 
tractors. That  isn't  the  question.  You  did  en- 
dorse cooperative  housing  and  it  is  all-inclu- 
sive. 

So  I  think  that  for  the  safety  of  us  all, 
not  to  have  a  dangerous  step  taken,  we  should 
endorse  the  Committee's  report  as  it  is.  Leave 
the  last  line  out.  You  can  have  that  safety 
valve  at  least  without  injuring  yourselves  one 
bit  and  still  do  what  Brother  Frank  wants  in 
the  entire  purpose  of  the  resolution. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  I  will 
make  an  amendment  that  we  insert  "trade  un- 
ion cooperative  enterprises,"  the  words  "trade 
imion  cooperative  enterprises,"  and  endorse  the 
resolution  in  full. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  if  the  Committee  will  agree — 

DFXEGATE  DINSMORE  (Local  120)  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  you  are  being  led  to  believe 
here  that  that  resolution  means  one  thing  and 
the  intent  of  it  is  another,  the  thing  that  they 
were  discussing  in  the  Organization  Committee. 
It  means  cooperative  organization,  as  was  ex- 
plained to  Brother  Frank.  They  run  a  list  sys- 
tem in  the  organizations  in  that  locality.  When 
the  men  reach  the  top  of  the  list  they  will  go 
to  work  on  this  form  of  construction. 

In  the  Organization  Committee,  when  the 
question  was  brought  up,  it  was  passed  aside. 
T  did  not  know  that  there  was  a  resolution 
of  that  kind  in  here. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Delegate 
Frank  offers  an  amendment  to  the  Committee's 
report  that  the  words  "trade  union  cooperative 
enterprises"  be  added  to  it.  I  think  that  will 
somewhat  clarify  and  take  away  the  risk  that 
would  have  been  run  with  the  resolution  as  it 
was  previously,  because  it  didn't  even  mention 
workers  cooperatives. 

Here  in  New  York  we  have  some  of  the 
most  swanky  apartments  that  are  built  on  the 
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cooperative  owiiersliip  plan,  and  they  would  be 
entitled  to  borrow  that  money  just  the  same  as 
the  workers  or  anyone  else. 

DELEGATE  HAGGKRTY  (Local  42)  : 
For  the  Committee's  benefit,  may  I  ask  the 
Committee  if  they  will  concur  and  accept  the 
inclusion  of  these  two  words  which  will  clarify, 
in  my  opinion,  the  entire  subject  matter  whicli 
we  are  opposed  to? 

DELEGATE  KLIXK  (Westchester  District 
Council)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  add 
''A.  F.  of  L.  Trade  Union." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLKY:  Is  that  accept- 
able to  you,  Brother  Frank. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  90)  :  Yes. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  with  that  change,  I  don't  think  there 
will  be  any  objections  here.  I  am  sure  I  ap- 
prove of  this  plan  and  also  the  change. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Well,  if  there 
are  no  objections  on  the  part  of  the  conven- 
tion, the  incorporation  of  those  words  will  be 
agreed  to. 

Is  there  any  objection?  There  appears  to  be 
none.  The  question  now  recurs  on  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
savor  will  signify  by  saying,  "Aj'e" ;  contrary, 
''No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  : 
Resolution  No.  5,  on  page  94,  introduced  by 
J.  O.  Dahl,  Local  268. 

"WHEREAS,  Many  solicitors,  in  various 
local  unions  affiliated  with  this  International 
Union,  solicit  work  from  plastering  contrac- 
tors as  well  as  general  contractors ;  and 

"WHEREAS,  They  .should  be  accorded  the 
same  privileges  as  are  stipulated  in  Section  No. 
175  of  our  Constitution; 

"TFIEREFORE  EE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
the  words  'plastering  or'  be  inserted  in  Section 
No.  175,  immediately  following  the  word  'any' 
in  line  five,  on  page  53." 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence 
and  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's 
report. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye";  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Resolution  No.  7,  on  page  94,  introduced  by 
J.  O.  Dalil,  Local  268. 

"WHEREAS,  In  some  instances  it  has  been 
proven  to  be  appropriate,  and  to  an  advantage 
to  our  craft  and  organization,  that  the  terri- 
torial jurisdiction  of  a  State  Council  be  so 
e-xtended  as  to  cover  more  than  the  one  state 
for  which  charters  are  customarily  issued;  and 

"WHEREAS,  This  would  be  of  great  as- 
sistance to  such  State  Councils  as  may  find  it 
somewhat  inconvenient  to  function  properly 
alone ; 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
.Section  99,  of  the  constitution  of  the  L.I.U. 
be  amended  as  follows : 

"  'It  shall  be  permissible  for  State  Council 
charters  to  be  issued  to  combined  states  of  one 
to  three  states,  with  territorial  jurisdiction 
over  the  same,  and  that  the  same  laws  of  this 
constitution  shall  apply  thereto  as  .shall  apply 
to  other  State  Councils'." 

Your  Committee  recommends  non-concur- 
rence. I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's 
report. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  motion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  beer, 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
Are  there  any  remarks?  If  not,  all  those  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  re- 
port will  signify  by  saying,  "Aye" ;  contrary, 
"No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Resolution  No.  8,  on  page  94,  introduced  by 
J.  O.  Dahl,  Local  No.  268. 

"WHEREAS,  The  more  rapid  and  con- 
venient means  of  transportation  are  now  ac- 
corded to  our  members  who  are  called  upon 
to  occasionally  work  in  the  jurisdictions  of 
local  unions  immediately  adjacent  to  their 
own  local  union;  and 

"WHEREAS,  Such  coveniences  and  con- 
ditions bring  about  a  great  demand  for 
closer  cooperation  between  local  unions  now 
lying  at  greater  distances  than  that  speci- 
fied at  this  time  in  Section  No.  98  of  the 
constitution  of  the  L.I.U., 
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••THEREFORE  15E  IT  RESOJ-VED, 
That  (lii?taiicc  of  radius  as  set  forth  in  Sec- 
tion No.  98  l)e  extended  to  ISO  miles,  and 
the  same  laws  specilied  otlierwise  conliiuie 
to  apply." 

Your  Conmiittec  recouimcnds  concurrence 
.iiul  I  move  the  adoption  of  that  report. 

(There  were  cries  of  '•Second  I  he  mo- 
lion!") 

PRESIDENT  AlcSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  lor  the 
question?  Any  remarks? 

DELEGATE  ANDERSON  Uioosier 
State  Council):  On  the  ciuestion.  If  you 
adopt  that  resolution,  it  is  going  to  work  a 
terrible  hardship  on  our  business  represen- 
tatives, the  local  unions  established  around 
llie  country  who  have  a  large  territory.  It 
is  no  more  than  fair,  it  is  no  more  than 
right,  within  a  radius  of  50  miles  a  man  can 
come  in  and  deposit  his  transfer  than  it  is 
for  the  local  union  to  send  the  man  out  and 
get  his  transfer. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY'^:  That  doesn't 
affect  that  at  all,  Brother  Anderson. 
Any  further  remarks? 
(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saj'ing, 
"Aye";  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes"  have 
it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Resolution  No.  11,  on  page  95,  introduced  by 
A.  J.  Plant,  Local  No.  121,  and  Aug.  M. 
Liesse,  Local  No.  209. 

"WHEREAS,  We  have  members  in  our 
organization  that  are  60  years  of  age  or 
more  and  have  been  in  continuous  good 
standing  for  a  period  of  25  years  or  more; 
and 

"WHEREAS,  It  has  come  to  pass  that  the 
L.I.U.  aid  its  aged  members  as  there  are  no 
benefits  for  the  aged  members  at  present, 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  the  L.I.U.  provide  a  pension  fund  that 
will  pay  these  members  $30.00  per  month 
starting  July  1st,  1940." 

Mr.  Chairman,  your  Committee  was  rather 
inclined  to  agree  with  the  monthly  pension. 
We  would  like  to  have  it,  but  we  couldn't 
see  any  way  to  finance  the  particular  funds. 


>o  your  Committee  recommeiuls  non-concur- 
rence and  1  move  the  adoption  of  tliat  report. 

('Ihere  were  cries  of  •'Second  the  mo- 
tion !") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
l)ort  of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
licard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
(luestion? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  remarks?  All  those  in  favor  will  give 
the  usual  consent  by  saying  "Aye";  con- 
trary. The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  or- 
dered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Resolution 
No.  13  on  page  95.  I  note,  without  taking  il 
up  with  the  Committee,  tliat  we  have  a 
duplicate  resolution,  numbered  resolution  35, 
which  the  Committee  hasn't  seen,  but  it  is 
word  for  word  with  the  one  I  am  about  to 
read  now.  I  will  read  it  and  make  a  recom- 
mendation for  the  convention: 

••WHEREAS,  Many  delegates  attending 
L.I.U.  conventions  do  so  with  limited  time 
and  funds  at  their  disposal,  and  if  the  con- 
vention extends  into  more  than  the  usual 
five-day  sessions  it  may  be  necessary  for 
some  of  these  delegates  to  leave  the  conven- 
tion before  they  have  an  opportunity  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  election  of  officers  —  one  of 
the  last  proceedings  on  the  convention 
agenda;  and 

"WHEREAS,  the  election  of  officers  is 
the  most  important  proceeding  of  a  conven- 
tion, inasmuch  as  the  destiny  of  the  L.I.U. 
between  conventions  is  entrusted  to  the 
elected  officials,  and 

"WHEREAS,  All  delegates  attending  a 
convention  of  any  democratic  organization 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  express  their 
choice  in  the  election  of  their  future  officials, 
and 

"WHEREAS,  It  is  desirable  that  provi- 
sion be  made  so  that  all  delegates  may  be 
present  to  cast  their  votes  for  this  purpose, 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  the  election  of  officers  of  the  L.I.U. 
shall  be  held  not  later  than  the  afternoon 
session  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  convention. 
The  election  shall  start  not  later  than  three 
o'clock  of  said  session  and  unless  it  has  so 
started,  the  President  shall  set  aside  this 
time  as  a  special  order  of  business,  to  take 
precedence  over  all  other  matters." 
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Mr.  Chairman,  No.  35  is  exactly  the  same. 
N'o.  13  is  introduced  by  Jolin  J.  Voliden 
of  Local  102,  and  No.  35  is  presented  by 
John  J.  Vohden  and  Lionel  Brodeur.  If 
the  Committee  has  no  objection  we  will  re- 
port upon  the  two  at  the  same  time  to  dis- 
pose of  No.  35.  It  is  word  for  word  the  same 
as  No.  13. 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence. 
I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's 
report. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Arc  you  ready  for  the 
question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  remarks?  All  those  in  favor  will  give 
the  usual  consent  by  saying  "Aye";  con- 
trary. The  "Ayes  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  No.  14,  on 
page  96: 

"WHEREAS,  At  times  in  the  past  the 
granting  of  charters  to  new  locals  has  some- 
times been  the  cause  of  creating  ill-feeling 
between  the  new  local  and  the  next  nearest 
local;  and 

"WHEREAS,  In  granting  a  charter  tlie 
new  local  is  granted  all  work  in  the  terri- 
tory taken  over  by  said  local  regardless 
of  the  fact  that  this  territory  was  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  one  of  the  older  locals  prior 
to  the  installing  of  new  charter,  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  business  agents  of  the 
locals  are  taking  care  of  all  work  in  their 
territory, 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED. 
That  in  all  cases  where  a  new  local  is  in- 
stalled, all  work  that  has  already  been  ad- 
vertised for  bid  shall  remain  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  local  controlling  said  territory  at 
the  time  bid  was  advertised." 

Your  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Commit- 
tee's report. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 


heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and 
it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  No.  15,  on 
page  96: 

"WHEREAS,  Section  No.  166  of  our  In- 
ternational Constitution  states  that  the  age 
of  an  apprentice  shall  not  be  under  sixteen 
or  over  twenty-one,  thus  meaning  that  an 
apprentice  may  be  indentured  at  the  age  of 
sixteen;  and 

"WHEREAS,  In  the  State  of  New  York, 
it  is  mandatory  that  a  child  attend  school 
until  lie  is  eighteen  years  old,  and 

"WHEREAS,  If  a  child  starts  working 
at  sixteen  he  must  secure  a  working  permit 
from  the  Board  of  Education  and  other  red 
tape  is  necessary  such  as  higher  compensa- 
tion, etc., 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  in  such  states  where  the  age  of  boys 
starting  work  is  governed  by  State  Law, 
Section  No.  166  shall  read:  Said  apprentice 
not  to  be  under  the  age  of  18  or  over  the  age 
of  21." 

Your  Committee  has  changed  the  resolu- 
tion somewhat,  as  a  matter  of  clarification,  to 
maintain  the  International  Union  as  the  gov- 
erning factor  rather  than  the  state.  The 
Committee  recommends  concurrence,  with 
the  following  clarifications  and  corrections. 
In  place  of  the  words  "the  State  of  New 
York"  in  the  first  "whereas"  insert  the  words 
"some  states,"  and  change  the  last  "resolved" 
to  read  as  follows: 

"RESOLVED,  That  Section  166  shall  be 
changed  to  conform  with  the  state  laws 
governing  the  starting  age  of  an  apprentice, 
providing  that  such  state  laws'  starting  age 
is  not  less  than  16  or  over  21." 

The  Committee  recommends  concurrence 
and  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's 
report. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  is  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEV:  Are  there 
any  remarks?  All  those  in  favor  will  give 
the  usual  consent  by  saying  "Aye";  con- 
trary. The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  or- 
dered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  No.  17,  on 
page  96,  introduced  by  William  J.  McSorley: 

"WHEREAS,  It  is  a  recognized  fact  that 
universal  peace  can  only  be  established  and 
maintained  in  the  world  if  it  is  based  upon 
social  justice;  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  International  Labor 
Organization  has  been  established  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  social  justice  to  the 
world,  and  has  eflfectively  contributed  to  that 
end,  and 

"WHEREAS,  Our  country  has  become  a 
member  of  the  International  Labor  Organ- 
ization, 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  this  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union  en- 
dorses the  work  of  the  International  Labor 
Organization  and  the  principles  for  which 
it  stands." 

Your  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Commit- 
tee's report. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
iieard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  say- 
ing "Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  BUELL  (Local  19): 
Haven't  we  skipped  Resolution  No.  10? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Chair- 
man says  that  that  resolution  is  laid  over 
for  the  time  being.  They  don't  have  to  come 
up  in  proper  sequence  of  numbers. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  For  the  del- 
egate's benefit,  we  have  one  or  two  reso- 
lutions of  the  same  type,  and  we  want  to 
talk  to  the  sponsors  of  the  resolutions. 

No.  19  on  page  97: 

"WHEREAS,  The  jurisdiction  of  the  In- 
ternational organization  is  being  endangered 
and  encroached  upon  by  other  construction 
International  Unions;  and 


"WHEREAS,  The  i)irate-like  tactics  of 
these  International  Unions  resulted  in  many 
instances  in  the  loss  of  work  which  right- 
fully belongs  to  our  members,  and 

"WHEREAS,  There  is  collusion  between 
some  large  construction  International  Unions 
who  aid  one  another,  now  therefore  be  it 

"RESOLVED,  That  the  incoming  Gen- 
eral President  and  Executive  Council  give 
serious  consideration  to  formation  of  an  al- 
liance with  other  International  Unions  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  each  other  against  the 
unwarranted  encroachment  of  jurisdictional 
rights."  Introduced  by  Hubert  L.  Connor 
of  Local  No.  72. 

Your  Committee  recommends  this  reso- 
lution be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive 
Board.  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Commit- 
le's  recommendation. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  incoming  Executive  Board. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready 
fnr  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE   HAGGERTY:  Resolution 

No.  20  on  page  97,  introduced  by  C.  J.  Hag- 
gerty: 

"WHEREAS,  Welding  has  become  a  very 
important  factor  in  the  erection  and  appli- 
cation of  materials  covered  by  our  trade 
jurisdiction;  and 

"WHEREAS,  Some  of  our  Local  LTnions 
are  seemingly  in  ignorance  that  the  use  of 
the  welding  tool  is  a  part  of  the  lather's 
trade  and  have  neglected  to  properly  train 
members  of  our  organization  in  the  use  of 
this  tool,  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  practice  of  using  mem- 
bers of  other  crafts  in  the  welding  of  work 
awarded  to  this  organization  results  in  the 
loss  of  work  to  members  of  this  organiza- 
tion, therefore  be  it 

"RESOLVED,  That  Section  3  of  our  In- 
ternational By-Laws  be  changed  so  as  to 
include  all  welding  incidental  to  the  trade 
of  lathing,  and  be  it  further 
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"RESOLVED,  That  the  incoming  officers 
use  every  means  at  their  command  to  have 
our  local  unions  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  train  their  members  in  the  use  of  the 
welding  torch  as  an  integral  part  of  their 
craft." 

Mr.  Chairman,  your  Committee  recom- 
mends concurrence,  with  the  deletion  of  the 
final  "resolved"  which  has  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Education  as  an  educa- 
tional matter.  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
Committee's  report. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question? 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (Illinois  State 
Council) :  I  don't  know  whether  I  was  in 
the  Committee's  session  when  the  last  part 
of  that  resolution  was  deleted. 

Last  year,  I  was  instrumental  in  starting 
a  school  for  the  journeymen  of  Local  74, 
through  the  cooperation  of  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Education.  We  had  thirty  students 
that  attended  school  two  evenings  a  week. 
The  Local  went  so  far  as  to  buy  two  of  the 
latest  types  of  electrical  welding  machines. 
We  also  instituted  welding  in  the  apprentice 
school,  which  all  apprentices  registered  and 
indentured  by  Local  74  must  attend  at  least 
one  day  a  week. 

As  it  has  been  stated  in  this  resolution  we 
must  get  our  journeymen,  as  well  as  the  ap- 
prentices, trained  in  this  part  of  our  trade. 

Just  recently,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Lo- 
cal 74  we  had  two  projects.  One  of  them 
employed  fifty  men  for  over  a  year.  All  the 
furring  was  welded.  It  was  a  job  just  re- 
cently finished  where  one  of  our  men,  who 
is  very  dangerously  ill  at  this  time  at  this 
convention,  was  the  foreman  and  all  peti- 
tions were  welcomed.  These  men  came  from 
the  Local,  all  trained  in  the  art  of  electrical 
welding. 

I  believe  that  the  last  section  of  this  reso- 
lution should  not  be  deleted.  I  believe  that 
the  incoming  officers  should  be  the  mission- 
aries in  bringing  to  every  Local  Union  — 
and  our  organizers  as  well  —  the  fact  that 
we  should  take  advantage,  wherever  pos- 
sible, of  the  opportunity  to  contact  the 
Boards  of  Education  within  our  cities  or  our 
jurisdictions,  so  that  we  will  not  have  to  go 


out  and  employ  some  welding  company  to 
use  others  than  members  of  our  organiza- 
tion when  a  job  comes  within  our  juris- 
diction. 

I  feel  that  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every 
delegate  here  to  use  every  effort  possible 
to  see  that  we  shall  not  neglect  welding, 
which  will  take  over  all  of  the  structural 
work  that  is  going  to  be  erected  in  the  near 
future,  instead  of  riveting.  It  is  rapidly 
coming  into  our  part  of  the  trade,  and  I  say, 
let  us  keep  this  last  "resolved"  in  there  so 
that  we  will  have  the  incoming  officers  as 
missionaries  to  establish  it  in  all  the  Local 
L'^nions,  as  missionaries  of  our  International 
Organization. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother 
Moore,  the  last  "resolved"  has  not  been  de- 
leted. The  last  "resolved"  has  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (IlHnois  State 
Council) :  I  understood  it  was  deleted. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No,  it  is  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Education.  The 
first  part  of  the  resolution  deals  with  a  mat- 
ter of  law,  that  welding  be  incorporated  into 
the  jurisdictional  claims  of  the  laws  of  our 
organization. 

Are  there  any  other  remarks? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  ir, 
favor  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Resolution 
No.  21,  page  97,  introduced  by  C.  J.  Hag- 
gerty: 

"RESOLVED,  That  the  word  'fifteen*  on 
line  seven,  of  Section  No.  148,  be  deleted, 
and  that  the  word  'five'  be  substituted  for 
the  same,  thereby  encouraging  many  mem- 
bers desiring  to  cease  working  at  the  trade, 
to  continue  their  membership  in  our  Inter- 
national Union." 

May  I  explain  Section  148?  It  implies  that 
a  man  in  fifteen  years'  good  standing  may 
take  a  withdrawal  card  but  continue  his 
membership  in  the  International  by  paying 
all  taxes  levied  in  the  International.  This 
resolution  reduces  that  to  five.  If  a  person 
wants  to  leave  the  work  temporarily,  he 
may  retain  membership  in  this  organization 
by  paying  to  Headquarters  all  taxes  as- 
sessed by  Headquarters. 
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The  Committee  recommeruls  concurrence 
and  I  move  tlie  adoption  of  the  Committee's 
report. 

DELEGATE  IIAGEN:  I  second  the  mo- 
tion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those 
m  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  say- 
ing "Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Resolution 
No.  22  on  page  98,  introduced  bj-  Lionel 
Brodeur,    President,    Tri-State  Council: 

"WHEREAS,  Due  to  a  great  deal  of 
controversy  over  the  placing  of  Charters  in 
territory  already  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
other  Locals  and  in  many  cases  the  wage 
scales  are  lowered  below  the  standards  al- 
ready set  forth  for  the  terrtiory,  we  feel 
that  an  amendment  is  due  to  our  Inter- 
national Constitution  under  Section  No.  58. 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED,  To  amend  Section 
Mo.  58  to  read,  that  before  a  new  Charter  is 
issued  the  International  Organization  must 
take  the  matter  up  with  the  adjacent  Locals 
and  that  the  names  of  applicants  as  Charter 
Members  be  submitted  to  these  adjacent 
Locals." 

Your  Committee  recommends  that  this  re- 
solution be  changed  to  read  "Section  74" 
rather  than  Section  58,  as  Section  74  is  the 
proper  section.  Also,  we  recommend  chang- 
ing the  word  "due'  in  the  third  line,  page 
98,  to  "necessary."  With  those  corrections 
and  changes,  your  Committee  recommends 
concurrence.  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
Committee's  report. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73) :  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT    McSORLEY:    Will  you 
read  that  again,  as  amended? 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  I  will  read 
It  as  amended. 

"WHEREAS,  Due  to  a  great  deal  of 
controversy  over  the  placing  of  Charters 
in  territory  already  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
other  Locals  and  in  many  cases  the  wage 
scales  are  lowered  below  the  standards  al- 
ready set  forth  for  the  territory,  we  feel  that 
an  amendment  is  necessary  to  our  Interna- 
tional Constitution  under  Section  No.  74. 


"BE  IT  RESOLVED,  To  amend  Section 
No.  74  to  read,  that  before  a  new  Charter 
is  issued,  the  International  Organization 
must  take  the  matter  up  with  the  adjacent 
Locals  and  that  the  names  of  applicants 
as  Charter  Members  be  submitted  to  these 
adjacent  Locals." 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 
PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  What  is  the 
meaning  of  "adjacent?" 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  The  Com- 
mittee assumed  "adjacent"  means  the  three 
or  four  Locals  in  the  immediate  territory. 

DELEGATE  ANDERSON  (Hoosier 
State  Council):  I  want  a  little  information 
on  that,  please. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  wonder  if  I  may  say  this:  As  long 
as  there  is  going  to  be  some  controversy 
over  this  —  the  Chairman  raises  the  question 
of  the  interpretation  of  the  word  "adjacent," 
which  is  open  for  wide  interpretation  —  I 
would  move  this  be  referred  back  to  the 
Committee  for  clarification. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN:  I  second  the  mo- 
tion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is 
no  objection  that  will  be  the  order.  Hearing 
none,  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Resolution 
No.  24,  on  page  98,  introduced  by  Lionel 
Brodeur,  President  of  Tri-State  Council: 

"WHEREAS,  For  years  the  unions 
throughout  this  country  and  Canada  have 
been  erecting  metal  lath  and  furring  accord- 
ing to  some  method  or  other  and  under  all 
sorts  of  specifications  which  tend  to  suit  the 
whims  or  ideas  of  architects  and  builders, 
with  no  thought  in  many  cases  as  to  the 
durability  of  the  work  or  the  safety  of  the 
public  in  general,  having  no  code  in  our  In- 
ternational Union,  or  standards  and  specifi- 
cations set  forth  to  govern  the  erection  of 
our  work,  we  lay  ourselves  open  to  criticism 
and  continuous  infringement  and  substitu- 
tions which  take  the  place  of  our  work; 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  an  amendment  be  made  to  our  con- 
stitution that  a  Metal  Lathing  and  Furring 
Code  be  provided  with  standard  specifica- 
tions set  forth  in  same  to  govern  the  erec- 
tion of  all  our  work  throughout  the  entire 
International  Union's  jurisdiction.  This  to 
be  made  the  first  order  of  business  for  our 
Executive  Council." 
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1  oui-  Committee  recommemls  adoption 
with  the  word  "standard"  in  the  second 
paragraph  changed  to  "minimum,"  and  de- 
letion of  the  entire  last  sentence.  That  would 
make  it  read  this  way:  "Having  no  code  in 
our  International  Union,  or  standards  and 
specifications  set  forth  to  govern  the  erec- 
tion of  our  work,  we  lay  ourselves  open  to 
criticism  and  continuous  infringement  and 
substitutions  which  take  the  place  of  our 
work, 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  an  amendment  be  made  to  our  consti- 
tution that  a  Metal  Lathing  and  Furring 
Code  be  provided  with  minimum  specifica- 
tions set  forth  in  same  to  govern  the  erection 
of  all  our  work  throughout  the  entire  In- 
ternational Union's  Jurisdiction"  —  leaving 
off  the  last  sentence,  making  it  mandatory 
that  the  Executive  Council  make  this  the 
first  order  of  business. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee 
report,  Mr.  Chairman. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Why  not 
include  all  the  trade  in  it?  Why  just  metal 
furring  and  lathing? 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  We  will  as- 
sume that  is  what  we  will  do  anyway. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  beer 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

I  would  like  to  say  a  word. 

(Delegate   Moore  took  the  Chair). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, on  this  question  I  want  to  say  that 
there  has  been  a  minimum  specification 
drawn  up  by  the  American  Standards  Asso- 
ciation and  sponsored  by  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Architects  and  also  by  the  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Engineers  and  the  American 
Society  for  Testing  Materials.  Those  speci- 
fications cover  plastering  and  lathing,  and 
they  are  set  forth  as  a  minimum  specifica- 
tion. We  are  at  the  present  time  attempting 
to  have  these  associations  wliich  I  have 
mentioned  separate  the  lathing  specifications 
from  the  plastering  specifications  so  that  they 
will  be  issued  separately,  and  I  think  that 
within  the  next  two  or  three  months  with 
the  assistance  of  the  other  parties  at  in- 
terest, that  is,  connected  with  the  industry, 
we  will  be  successful  in  bringing  that  about. 


Many  of  our  local  unions  have  adopted 
their  own  specifications.  Some  of  them  are 
good  and  some  of  them  are  bad.  This  spec- 
ification is  not  one  that  we  would  like  to 
have,  but  it  is  the  best  thing  that  we  can  get 
as  a  minimum  at  the  present  time.  I  think 
that  when  the  representatives  of  the  different 
local  unions  get  a  chance  to  scrutinize  that 
specification  they  will  be  satisfied  with  it  and 
it  will  do  us  a  whole  lot  of  good,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  being  sponsored  by  others  than  the 
Lathers'  International  Union. 

(President  McSorley  resumed  the  Chair). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  further  remarks? 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  I  wonder, 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  might  just  add  this 
otlier  amendment  to  it  to  include  the  entire 
—  the  Committee  missed  this  evidently  — 
jurisdiction  of  our  International  Union,  by 
adding  a  couple  of  words  in  the  first  para- 
graph, making  it  read  this  way:  "For  years 
the  unions  throughout  this  country  and 
Canada  have  been  erecting  metal  lath,  fur- 
ring and  other  materials  covered  by  our  In- 
ternational Jurisdiction,  according  to  some 
method  or  other."  Add  those  words,  "and 
other  materials  covered  by  our  International 
Jurisdiction,"  so  it  would  make  that  as  an 
addition  to  it  to  cover  the  entire  jurisdiction 
of  our  International  Union. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  further  remarks? 

DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-State  Dis- 
trict Council):  As  the  sponsor  of  that  res- 
olution I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  that. 
Of  course,  that  was  the  intent  of  the  motion 
in  the  first  place.  If  that  will  cover  it  fully 
I  am  very  well  satisfied. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  say- 
ing, "Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Resolution 
No.  25,  on  page  98,  introduced  by  Lionel 
Brodeur: 

"WHEREAS,  We  the  Local  Unions  af- 
filiated with  the  Tri-State  Council  feel  that 
due  to  the  substitution  of  various  methods 
of  erecting  iron  and  materials  which  take 
the  place  of  metal  lath  and  furring  and  which 
arc  being  done  continuously  on  all  large 
Government  jobs  by  other  tradesmen  other 
than  our  own,  we  shall  have  a  representative 
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in  VVashiiiglou  al  all  times  to  properly  pro- 
tect our  craft,  and  to  do  everything  possible 
to  have  these  substitutes  eliiuiiialed.  Proper 
representation  by  one  of  our  qualified  mem- 
bers would  place  us  in  a  position  to  argue 
at  all  times  any  jurisdictional  disputes  be- 
fore the  Building  Trades  Department  with- 
out calling  our  General  President  in  from 
some  other  part  of  the  country  where  per- 
haps he  is  badly  needed. 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  the  Delegates 
herewith  assembled  at  this  convention  de- 
clare this  to  be  made  a  part  of  our  Inter- 
national Constitution." 

Your  Committee  recommends  that  this 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  General  Presi- 
dent. I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee 
report. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question.  Are  there  any  remarks?  All  those 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying,  "Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Resolution 
No.  27,  page  99,  introduced  by  Lionel  Bro- 
deur: 

"WHEREAS,  There  has  been  a  lot  of 
contention  in  Local  No.  53  in  the  past  thirty 
years  over  the  jurisdiction  of  work  and  it 
being  next  to  impossible  to  organize  Lathers 
who  at  some  time  or  other  would  attempt 
to  create  a  two  wage  scale,  we  as  metal 
lathers  do  approve  of  our  international  of- 
ficers' help  in  getting  these  men  into  locals 
of  their  own.  But  as  there  are  a  number  of 
ex-members  of  various  locals  who  are  al- 
ways ready  to  make  trouble  and  to  infringe 
on  the  work  of  other  locals,  we  think  that 
they  should  be  instructed  where  new  char- 
ters are  to  be  issued  that  any  agreements 
entered  into  between  them  and  another  local 
shall  be  strictly  adhered  to.  Therefore  we 
feel  that  this  convention  should  go  along 
with  us. 

"SO  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  And  added  to 
our  constitution  that  any  new  locals  in  the 
future,  set  up  in  a  town  or  locality  where 
there  is  already  an  established  local,  shall 
be  known  as  Class  B  locals  and  will  come 
under  the  supervision  of  the  first  established 
local." 


Your  Committee  recommends  non-con- 
currence. I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Com- 
niiltec's  report,  Mr.  Chairman. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question? 

DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-State  Dis- 
trict Council) :  There  was  a  purpose  behind 
that  motion  which  was  to  bring  in  line  cer- 
tain individuals  who  have  been  detrimental 
to  us  in  Local  53.  We  naturally  brought  thai 
resolution  in  here  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
to  correct  that  condition.  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  that  condition  has  been  corrected,  through 
other  channels  already  taken  up  during  this 
convention,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion being  non-concurred  in. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  further  remarks?  All  those  in  favor  oi 
the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  report  will 
signify  by  saying,  "Aye";  contrary.  The 
"Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Resolution 
No.  28,  on  page  99,  introduced  by  George 
Gallivan,  Hudson  Valley  District  Council: 

"RESOLVED,  That  the  members  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  Interna- 
tional Union  will  refuse  to  fabricate  or  erect 
any  materials  which  are  not  manufactured 
in  the  U.  S.  of  America." 

Your  Committee  recommends  adoption 
with  a  change  in  the  last  three  words  of  the 
resolve  to  include  Canada  —  in  other  words, 
strike  out  "of  America"  and  insert  "and 
Canada,"  making  it  read,  "United  States 
and  Canada." 

With  that  correction  I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  Committee  report,  Mr.  Chairman. 
(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 
PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Lt  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the 
usual  consent  by  saying,  "Aye";  contrary. 
The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Resolution 
No.  29,  on  page  99,  introduced  by  George 
Gallivan.  Hudson  Valley  District  Council: 

"WHEREAS.  Due  to  the  encroachment 
upon  our  trade  by  other  crafts,  especially  in 
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the  erection  of  metal  specialties  and  acous- 
tical materials,  which  causes  considerable 
grievance  to  our  local  unions;  and 

"WHEREAS,  In  many  cases  the  lather 
is  denied  his  right  to  the  erection  of  these 
products  through  being  unfamiliar  with  many 
new  materials  coming  steadily  on  the  mar- 
ket, and 

"WHEREAS,  Other  crafts  being  more  ac- 
tive in  the  field  in  claiming  the  erection  of 
these  specialties  our  members  are  losing  a 
large  percent  of  their  earnings  througii  un- 
employment, 

"BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED, 
That  our  International  Of?ice  take  immediate 
action  on  all  metal  and  acoustical  specialties 
which  should  come  under  our  trade  juris- 
diction —  and  that  our  International  Office 
gather  data  which  is  to  include  a  picture 
of  each  specialty,  showing  the  erection  of 
same  and  for  what  purpose  used. 

"This  data  to  be  sent  to  each  local  union 
for  its  files  so  that  our  membership  at 
large  can  familiarize  itself  with  all  our  work, 
thereby  aiding  in  the  maintenance  of  closer 
cooperation  with  our  International  Office." 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence. 
I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee  re- 
port, Mr.  Chairman. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the 
usual  consent  by  saying,  "Aye";  contrary. 
The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered." 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  completes  the  partial  report  of 
the  Resolutions  Committee.  We  had  hoped 
to  go  into  session  immediately  after  we  got 
through  with  this,  but  I  notice  it  is  quite 
late.  I  don't  know  what  the  Chairman's 
desires  are.  We  have  about  25  more,  I  think, 
to  consider. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Mr.  Secre- 
tary, that  completes  all  you  have  now? 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  That  com- 
I)letes  the  partial  report,  j-es. 

DELEGATE  CASE  (Local  47):  Mr. 
Chairman,  might  I  say  at  this  time  that  I 
really  believe  that  we  can  complete  tomor- 
row morning  between  the  hours  of  eight  and 
ten  the  rest  of  the  work  for  this  Resolutions 
Committee 


Will  you  please  be  kind  enough  to  meet 
tomorrow  morning  in  joint  session  on  this 
Resolutions  Committee  at  eight  o'clock,  and 
we  can  complete  the  work  of  this  conven- 
tion and  be  ready  to  finish  up  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  Will  you  please  do  that? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Delegate.^, 
and  members  of  that  Committee  will  take 
notice. 

Just  at  this  time,  Brothers,  we  have  the 
representative  of  President  Green  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  here  with  us 
in  the  hall,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  patient 
and  listen  to  his  remarks  for  a  few  minutes. 

Brother  James  Knoud,  personal  represen- 
tative of  President  Green  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 
(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded). 
JAMES  KNOUD:  Mr.  Chairman,  Officers 
and  Delegates  to  the  International  Union's 
Convention:  I  want  to  say  that  I  was  very 
happy  when  I  received  word  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  come  here  and  represent  the  Federation 
at  your  convention.  He  asked  me  not  only 
to  represent  the  Federation  here,  but  gave 
me  four  jobs  in  succession  to  do  for  him: 
The  American  Federation  of  Government 
Employees  in  Atlantic  City,  the  Elevator 
Constructors  there,  the  Brewery  Workers, 
and  j'our  convention. 

I  am  very  happy  to  come  before  you,  being 
a  building  trades  mechanic  myself.  I  have 
known  your  President  intimately  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  most  of  your  officers. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  things  to  you  this 
morning  that  I  believe  are  important.  I 
listened  to  the  Mayor  and  to  President 
Murray,  and  I  know  that  you  are  about  fed 
up  on  hearing  long-winded  speeches.  For  that 
reason,  I  am  going  to  be  as  brief  as  I  can. 
However,  there  are  some  things  that  we 
can't  escape.  For  instance,  we  have  a  split 
today  in  our  labor  movement.  We  can't 
avoid  talking  about  that,  and  I  intend  to 
touch  on  that  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

The  American  labor  movement  has  come 
a  long  way  in  this  country  since  the  pre- 
Revolutionary  days,  when  organizations  were 
first  formed  in  the  form  of  guilds  and  then, 
coming  into  more  modern  times,  the  Ameri- 
ican  Federation  of  Labor,  which  has  been 
in  existence  for  over  half  a  century  and  has 
come  to  be  recognized  as  the  authorized 
labor  movement.  They  have  come  a  long 
way  in  making  a  contribution  to  the  work- 
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ingmen  and  women  of  this  country.  Tlicir 
achievenients  arc  too  long  for  me  to  try  to 
stand  here  and  relate  them  to  you  this 
morning.  They  have  been  challenged  by 
other  organizations  in  the  past;  I  might  say 
four  organizations  in  the  last  fifty  years 
have  challenged  the  right  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  organize  workers 
and  represent  them. 

We  come  down  to  the  more  recent  split 
in  the  ranks  of  labor,  which  is  unfortunate 
in  that  it  had  to  happen  at  the  time  when 
labor  was  making  such  great  strides.  We 
have  today  this  division  which  makes  labor 
its  worst  enemy.  I  might  say  that  rather 
than  unity  being  right  around  the  corner, 
or  rather  than  having  unity  in  the  near  fu- 
ture, from  the  recent  pronouncements  of 
the  CIO  that  they  are  going  into  the  build- 
ing trades  field,  this  is  going  to  be  inten- 
sified and  is  going  to  spread  more  hatred 
and  bitterness  amongst  the  workers  of  this 
country. 

You  all  have  this  problem  to  deal  with, 
and  don't  kid  yourselves,  as  building  trades 
men,  that  you  won't  be  confronted  with  it, 
for  since  the  very  inception  of  this  Com- 
mittee for  Industrial  Organization,  they  have 
been  receiving  assistance  from  officials  high 
in  government  circles  in  this  country.  Just 
recently  they  have  attempted  to  sell  to  the 
Housing  Authorities  that  they  are  represent- 
ing building  trades  mechanics  in  the  in- 
dustry. I  v/as  in  the  City  of  Huntington, 
West  Virginia,  on  Labor  Day  and  became 
acquainted  with  the  facts  there.  They  went 
to  the  Housing  Authority  in  that  district, 
where  they  had  had  trouble,  and  said  they 
represented  the  building  trades  mechanics, 
and  they  demanded  fifty  per  cent  of  that 
work  for   CIO   building  trades  mechanics. 

Are  we  going  to  let  them  get  away  with  this 
as  building  trades  mechanics?  In  the  city  of 
Pottsville,  Pennsylvania,  they  have  chartered  a 
Painters  Union.  In  the  city  of  Hazelton,  they 
have  chartered  a  Building  Trades  Council.  They 
are  going  into  the  field,  don't  kid  yourselves. 
You  will  have  to  come  out  in  the  open  more 
often  now  and  swap  punches  with  these  people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  other  matters  on 
which  I  think  I  should  toucli  briefly.  For  in- 
stance, the  labor  movement  today  is  relying 
too  much  upon  Government  for  relief.  As  the 
Government  broadens  its  field  and  goes  more 
into  the  scope  of  industrial  operations,  new 
dangers  will  arise.  I  know  that  your  President 


knows  what  i  am  talknig  about  when  I  say 
that  tlie  danger  lies  in  the  administration  of 
these.  We  have  the  recent  WPA  strike,  which 
was  a  strike  against  wages,  not  only  as  far  as 
the  Government  was  concerned,  but  private  in- 
dustry as  well,  to  protect  our  wages.  However, 
we  have  these  people  broadening  their  jurisdic- 
tions and  their  decisions,  and  labor  should 
never  forget  that  government  change,  they 
don't  remain  stable.  They  change  in  their 
decisions  and  in  their  attitudes,  and  if  we  de- 
pend too  much  upon  them  we  are  going  to  lose 
our  independence  and  be  regimented. 

We  need  these  Government  agencies,  that  is 
true,  but  in  the  administration  of  them  we 
should  have  people  who  are  going  to  administer 
them  without  favoring  other  organizations 
against  us,  or  giving  us  the  worst  of  it. 

I  say  these  are  things  that  we  should  take 
some  action  on.  I  heard  President  Murray  say 
here  this  morning  that  the  building  trades 
mechanics  of  this  district  —  he  was  very  lib- 
eral —  would  average  a  $1200  annual  wage. 
May  I  read  to  you  from  the  latest  business 
servey  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
what  the  nation's  annual  wage  for  workers  will 
be  this  year? 

I  am  quoting  from  the  business  survey  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor:  "To  the 
millions  of  unemployed  and  under-employed, 
there  is  no  problem  so  vital  today  as  that  of 
increasing  production  to  give  jobs  and  a  de- 
cent income.  For  the  millions  who  have  jobs, 
there  is  no  hope  for  any  substantial  increase 
in  living  standards  until  production  is  increased. 
In  1929,  we  produced  an  average  income  of 
$664  per  person  in  the  United  States.  In  1937, 
we  produced  only  $629  per  person.  And  in 
1939,  we  will  probably  produce  about  $584  per 
person." 

That  is  purchasing  power  that  we  are  los- 
ing, and  unless  there  is  something  done,  unless 
this  Government  of  ours,  through  the  efforts 
of  organized  labor,  takes  into  consideration  that 
something  must  be  done,  there  is  no  other 
agency  left  to  do  it. 

You  know  what  happened  in  the  last  week 
Congress  was  in  session.  The  Spend  and  Lend 
Bill  was  defeated  there.  It  wouldn't  have 
brousfht  back  prosperitv  to  this  country  but  it 
would  have  had  something  to  do  with  stimu- 
lating the  business  of  this  country.  That  was 
defeated  and  the  problem  thrown  back  into  the 
laps  of  the  businessmen  of  this  country.  No 
organization  of  their — Chamber  of  Commerce 
or  Manufacturers'  National  Organization— is  in 
a  position  to  tell  these  business  people  that  they 
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iiuist  incrcai.e  then  production,  'ihere  is  no 
luvestnient  capital  today  being  used.  Instead, 
they  put  the  money  into  Government  bonds 
tliat  are  non-taxable.  They  are  afraid  to  take 
a  cliance  and  expand  their  businesses  because 
they  can  see  no  return  of  profit. 

We  say  that  the  government  is  in  a  position 
to  call  agriculture  together,  to  call  labor  to- 
gether, and  those  people  who  are  interested 
should  be  interested  enough  to  arrange  for  a 
long-range  program  of  production,  so  that  we 
can  get  back  and  get  our  people  back  to  work. 

May  I  say  that  if  the  program  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  —  I  heard  a  reso- 
lution passed  to  that  effect  this  morning  — 
and  if  the  six-hour  day  is  passed,  it  will  have 
something  to  do  with  relieving  some  of  the 
imemployment  in  this  country. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  your  convention 
will  take  some  action  to  try  to  get  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  to  at  least  plead  with 
the  government  to  lead  in  this  program  to  try 
to  get  our  people  back  to  work,  for,  after  all, 
we  can  hear  them  talk  about  and  condemn 
Communism,  condemn  Nazism  and  condemn 
Fascism,  but  if  we  ever  come  to  that  in  this 
country  it  is  going  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that 
our  country  has  failed  to  do  something  about 
this,  that  Democracy  has  failed  in  this  coun- 
try, and  then  we  will  get  something  else. 

Now,  we  are  asking  that  something  be  done 
about  this.  I  feel  that  I  should  say  something 
further  about  the  trouble  that  we  are  having 
today.  I  want  to  say,  and  I  think  I  bespeak 
the  minds  of  the  men  and  women  at  work  who 
go  to  make  up  this  great  labor  movement,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  we  abhor  war.  We  want  peace. 
We  are  asking  the  labor  movement  in  this 
country  to  back  up  our  great  President  to  keep 
us  out  of  war.  We  don't  want  war,  for  we 
can  look  back  and  remember  that  twenty-five 
years  ago  there  was  no  more  stauncher  body 
in  this  country  than  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  —  the  great  army  of  men  and  wo- 
men that  went  to  make  up  this  body  not  only 
made  the  supreme  sacrifice,  but  they  also 
manned  the  industries  that  were  so  essential 
to  this  country  in  a  time  of  war. 

I  think  they  made  a  contribution  to  the  end- 
ing of  the  war.  I  don't  think  anybody  can  dis- 
pute that  they  played  a  great  factor  in  it. 

I  think  my  time  is  about  up,  Mr.  Chairman. 
I  know  you  are  going  to  adjourn  at  twelve 
o'clock.  I  think  I  have  covered  and  said  some 
of  the  things  that  I  wanted  to  say  to  you  this 
morning  in  coming  here.  I  am  very  happy  to 
be  here,  and   I    bring  to  you  the  personal 


greetings  of  the  President  of  the  American 
I'cderation  of  Labor,  and  to  say  to  you  that 
wc  wish  that  you  have  a  very  successful  con- 
vention. 

I  have  noticed  also  from  the  lineup  that  the 
local  union  has  here  that  you  probably  had  a 
good  time  and  arc  going  to  continue  to  have 
a  good  time.  I  want  to  say  to  you  Crood  Luck 
and  Godspeed. 

I  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  this  oppor- 
tunity. 

(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  want  to  say 
for  the  benefit  of  Brother  Knoud  that  we  want 
to  thank  him  on  behalf  of  the  convention  for 
coming  here  and  addressing  us  on  behalf  of 
President  Green. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  I  think 
it  is  appropriate  at  this  time  to  make  a  motion 
with  reference  to  the  thing  the  speaker  has 
just  mentioned,  since  we  have  already  taken 
action  on  such  a  comprehensive  program.  I 
want  to  ask  if  it  is  in  order  to  make  a  motion 
that  our  Resolutions  Committee  draft  an  ap- 
propriate resolution  against  involving  the  United 
States  in  the  imperialistic  slaughter  taking 
place  in  Europe  and  that  we  maintain  strict 
neutrality? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Resolu- 
tions Committee  will  please  take  notice. 

DELEGATE  KLINK  (Westchester  District 
Council) :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  understand  that 
there  are  two  conventions  convening  this  week, 
one  in  Denver  and  the  other  one  in  Atlantic 
City.  The  one  in  Denver  is  the  Operative 
Plasterers,  and  the  one  in  Atlantic  City  is  at 
the  Claridge  Hotel.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
Secretary  instructed  to  send  a  congratulatory 
telegram  wishing  both  of  them  the  best  of 
success. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tions you  mentioned  are  the  Operative  Plasterers 
and  the  Bricklayers,  Masons  and  Plasterers? 

DELEGATE  KLINK:  The  Operative 
Plasterers  in  Denver  and  the  Elevator  Construc- 
tors in  Atlantic  City. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  any 
objection  to  that  course  being  pursued  by  the 
Secretary  ? 

SECRETARY  FORD :  I  would  like  to  ask 
Brother  Klink  if  he  knows  what  hotel  the 
Plasterers  are  holding  their  convention  in  ? 

DELEGATE  KLINK:  I  don't  know  the 
hotel  in  Denver,  but  the  Claridge  Hotel  is  the 
one  in  Atlantic  City. 

TAMES  KNOUD:  It  is  the  later  hotel  in 
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Denver,  not  the  Cosmopolitan  or  the  Brown, 
it  is  the  new  one. 

1'K1::S1DENT  McSORLEY :  Where  tlie  old 
Albany  was. 

Is  there  any  objection  to  this  course  of 
sending  a  telegram  to  these  two  organizations? 
There  appearing  to  be  none,  the  Secretary  will 
stand  instructed.  We  will  get  the  address  some- 
how. 

Are  there  any  further  conmiittees  to  report 
at  this  time? 

DELEGATE  MACKIE  (Local  32):  The 
Committee  on  Education  wishes  to  report  now. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Do  you  want 
to  make  your  report  now? 

DELEGATE  MACKIE:  Yes,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. Our  Secretary,  Mr.  George  Gallivan, 
Hudson  Valley  District  Council,  will  read  you 
the  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  will  hear 
the  report  before  we  adjourn. 

DELEGATE  GALLIVAN  (Hudson  Valley 
District  Coimcil)  :  Brother  Chairman  and 
Delegates:  The  following  resolution  has  been 
referred  to  our  Committee: 

"WHEREAS,  Welding  has  become  a  very 
important  factor  in  the  erection  and  applica- 
tion of  materials  covered  by  our  trade  juris- 
diction ;  and 

"WHEREAS,  Some  of  our  local  unions  are 
seemingly  in  ignorance  that  the  use  of  the  weld- 
ing tool  is  a  part  of  the  lather's  trade  and 
have  neglected  to  properly  train  members  of 
our  organization  in  the  use  of  this  tool,  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  practice  of  using  mem- 
bers of  other  crafts  in  the  welding  of 
work  awarded  to  this  organization  results  in 
the  loss  of  work  to  members  of  this  organi- 
zation, 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
the  incoming  officers  use  every  means  at  their 
command  to  have  our  local  unions  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  train  their  members  in  the 
use  of  the  welding  torch  as  an  integral  part 
of  their  craft." 

We  move  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
be  adopted. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent 
by  saying,  "Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have 
it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  GALLIVAN:  "To  the  Officers 
and  Delegates  of  the  Eighteenth  Convention 


ul  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  Inter- 
national Union : 

"We  hereby  submit  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  as  follows : 

"We,  your  Committee  on  Education,  find 
that  much  progress  has  been  made  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  apprentice  and  journeyman  mem- 
bers of  our  organization  in  the  various  sub- 
jects which  pertain  to  our  craft,  and  are  ap- 
propriate to  the  advancement  of  mechanical 
ability  within  our  industry. 

"This  has  been  brought  about  by  their  at- 
tendance at  the  schools  in  various  cities  that 
have  provided  such,  through  the  efforts  of 
organized  labor. 

"We  suggest  at  this  time  that  the  delegates 
pay  particular  attention  to  Resolutions  No.  20 
and  No.  29  for  their  educational  features  for 
the  membership  at  large  in  our  L.I.U. 

"Your  Committee  recommends  again,  as  it 
has  at  past  conventions,  that  local  unions  take 
greater  interest  in  the  education  of  apprentices 
and  that  methods  of  instruction  be  provided  in 
locals  where  no  suitable  schools  exist. 

"We  wish  to  commend  the  many  members 
of  this  organization  who  have  devoted  their 
time  and  talents  to  the  instruction  of  the  young 
men  who  are  to  follow  in  our  footsteps  to  the 
end  that  at  a  later  day  they  in  turn  may  be 
at  a  greater  advantage  to  instruct  those  who 
follow  them.  "Respectfully  submitted, 
"Peter  Mackie, 

Chairman  of  Committee,  Local  No.  32 
C.  C.  Allen,  Local  No.  109 
L.  C.  Beekman, 

Central  N.  J.  District  Council 
J.  Temple,  Local  No.  8.S 
George  Anderson, 

Hoosier  State  Council 
Frank  Erzinger,  Local  No.  110  ! 
G.  Gallivan, 

Hudson  Valley  District  Council." 
I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question. 
All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent 
by  saying,  "Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have 
it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  we 
will  stand  adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning 
at  ten  o'clock. 

(The  meeting  thereupon  adjourned  at 
twelve  o'clock.) 


Friday  Morning  Session 

September  15tli,  1939 


The  meeting  convened  at  10:10  o'clock, 
President  McSorley  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion will  please  be  in  order. 

Under  the  motion  adopted  several  days 
ago,  we  decided  to  dispense  with  the  reading 
of  the  roll  call. 

Next  will  be  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions  and  Law.  Are  any  of  the 
Committee  here?  I  guess  they  are  still  in 
session. 

Is  the  Committee  on  Grievance  ready  to 
report?  Is  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Grievance  here? 

DELEGATE  HIGNIGHT  (Local  386): 
I  believe  the  Committee  is  still  in  session. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  other  committees  ready  to  report  at  this 
time?  If  not,  we  will  hear  the  communi- 
cations. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  "Contracting  Plas- 
terers' International  Association.  Mr.  Wil- 
liam J.  McSorley,  President,  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union: 

"Dear  President  McSorley:  It  is  with 
greatest  pleasure  that  I  extend  the  fraternal 
greetings  and  best  wishes  of  the  Contracting 
Plasterers'  International  Association  to  the 
Lathers'  International  Union  upon  the  occa- 
sion of  your  convention,  now  being  held  in 
New  York  City. 

"It  is  my  hope  and  expectation  that  the 
cooperation  and  friendly  relations  which  have 
existed  for  so  many  years  may  be  constantly 
renewed  and  extended  so  that  our  joint  trade, 
Lathing  and  Plastering,  may  ever  continue 
to  function  for  community  and  construction 
good. 

"Lathing  and  plastering  is  unique  in  all 
the  work  of  the  building  industry  because  of 
all  the  trades,  the  finished  work  of  the  Lather 
and  Plasterer  is  so  interwoven  that  it  repre- 


sents an  inseparable  unity  in  the  finished 
work  of  the  joint  trade. 

"After  more  than  50  years  actively  spent  in 
this  business  I  am  sure  that  this  joint  trade 
separated  in  its  field  contracts  would  finally 
be  detrimental  to  both  lathing  and  plastering. 
The  remedy  for  cheating,  chiseling  and  un- 
fair practices  resolves  itself  in  a  closer  co- 
operation between  the  responsible  contrac- 
tors and  the  men. 

"We  now  have  the  minimum  standards 
specification  for  lathing  approved  by  the  en- 
tire industry.  To  see  that  such  minimum 
standards  are  adhered  to  by  contractor  and 
journeyman  is  a  challenge  to  the  Lathing 
and  Plastering  Industry.  Let  us  unitedly 
meet  this  challenge  by  seeing  to  it  that  such 
minimum  standards  be  adhered  to  on  every 
job. 

"Wishing  you,  your  officers  and  delegates 
a  most  successful  convention,  I  am  with  all 
fraternal  greetings 

"Sincerely,  Oscar  A.  Reum,  President." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is 
no  objection,  that  communication  will  be 
received  and  made  a  part  of  the  record. 
There  appearing  to  be  none,  it  will  be  so 
ordered. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  "Duluth,  Minne- 
sota. Lathers'  International  Union  Conven- 
tion, Capitol  Hotel:  Greetings  and  best 
wishes  from  delegates  to  Minnesota  State 
Federation  of  Labor  now  in  convention  in 
Duluth.  Harry  Dexiel,  E.  Follrre,  A.  W. 
Hartfiel,  L.  Oman,  Local  A190." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is 
no  objection  that  will  take  the  same  course. 

Brothers,  we  have  a  gentleman  with  us  at 
this  time  who  represents  the  United  States 
Gypsum  Company,  the  company  that  fur- 
nishes quite  a  lot  of  the  material  which 
comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  our  organi- 
zation. I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing 
Mr.  Wolf  of  the  United  States  Gypsum 
Company. 
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MARI.ANI)  S.  WOLF:  Mr.  McSorley 
and  gei\tlcineii:  The  U.  S.  Gypsum  Company 
feels  liiglily  lionored  at  the  invitation  ex- 
tended to  us  to  participate  in  the  program 
of  your  International  Convention,  and  it 
gives  me  a  great  deal  of  personal  pleasure 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  talk  with  you 
for  just  a  few  moments  to  discuss  one  of 
our  mutual  problems. 

I  refer  by  this  mutual  problem  to  the  task 
that  we,  as  manufacturers  of  lath  and  plaster, 
and  you,  as  lathers,  have  in  common,  and 
that  is,  the  task  of  selling  more  lath  and 
plaster  on  more  buildings  everywhere. 

I  am  sure  that  you  gentlemen  appreciate 
the  importance  of  this  problem  to  yourselves, 
because  unless  lath  and  plaster  are  exten- 
sively used,  it  means  that  you  cannot  give 
your  families  and  yourselves  the  good  things 
in  life  which  you  naturally  want  to  have; 
either  that  or  it  means  that  you  are  faced 
with  the  alternative  of  learning  another 
trade. 

At  the  same  time  this  problem  is  just  as 
important  to  us  because,  after  all,  70  per  cent 
of  the  goods  that  we  make  and  sell  are  com- 
posed of  lath  and  plaster,  and  we  have  mil- 
lions of  dollars  invested  in  plant  and  equip- 
ment that  are  built  for  only  one  thing,  and 
that  is,  to  manufacture  lath  and  plastering 
materials.  So  that  if  plastering  is  not  ex- 
tensively used,  it  affects  our  pocketbooks  as 
seriously  as  it  does  yours. 

Well,  gentlemen,  we  hear  a  great  deal  of 
discussion  nowadays  about  these  so-called 
substitute  materials,  materials  which  are  tak- 
ing work  away  from  lathers  and  plasterers, 
rubbed  concrete  ceilings,  cinder  block,  glazed 
tile,  glass  brick,  plywoods,  and  other  such 
materials.  Well,  gentlemen,  that  is  compe- 
tition from  outside  our  own  industry,  and  it 
is  competition  which  we  must  face  and  fac- 
ing it  is  the  joint  responsibility  of  both  of  us. 

We  cannot  do  the  job  alone  and  neither 
can  you.  So  I  would  like  to  talk  for  just 
about  three  or  four  minutes  first  about  the 
responsibilities  of  the  manufacturers  in  this 
problem,  and  second,  yourself. 

Under  the  manufacturers  list,  and  by  that 
I  mean  all  manufacturers,  we  must  first 
place  products.  It  is  our  duty  as  manufac- 
turers to  supply  the  kind  and  type  of  prod- 
ucts to  give  the  public  the  walls  and  ceilings 
that  it  wants  to  have.    And  it  is  also  our 


duty  to  give  quality  products  because  you 
cannot  do  a  good  job  without  quality 
materials. 

Just  to  illustrate  the  importance  of  this 
point,  let  me  cite  the  Metropolitan  Life  In- 
surance housing  project  in  the  Bronx  here 
in  New  York.  As  you  men  know,  this  is 
the  largest  housing  operation  ever  under- 
taken in  America,  and  it  is  also  a  metal  lath 
and  plaster  job.  Well,  it  happens  that  we 
are  furnishing  the  metal  lath  on  that  job,  and 
we  know  from  our  experience  with  these 
people  that  if  we  had  not  had  the  kind  of 
materials  that  fitted  the  construction  require- 
ments on  that  job,  and  if  we  had  not  been 
able  to  show  them  how  this  construction 
was  a  benefit  to  them,  that  project  might 
just  as  easily  have  gone  to  some  other  type, 
some  substitute  type  of  wall  and  ceiling  fin- 
ish, thus  putting  lathers  out  of  thousands  of 
hours  of  profitable  work. 

Manufacturers  also  have  the  duty  of  pro- 
viding and  improving  better  plaster  bases 
and  plastering  systems  to  give  the  plus  fea- 
tures that  the  public  wants  to  have  in  its 
walls  and  ceilings. 

Secondly,  the  manufacturers  have  the  re- 
sponsibility of  selling  plaster  construction. 
By  that  I  mean  not  only  selling  their  own 
brands — naturally  they  must  do  that — but 
selling  the  merits  of  plaster  in  general  and 
good  lathing  in  general. 

As  an  illustration  of  what  I  mean,  I  would 
like  to  refer  for  just  a  moment  to  a  depart- 
ment which  we  have.  Its  sole  responsibilty 
has  been  to  sell  lath  and  plaster  construction 
on  the  projects  sponsored  by  the  United 
States  Housing  Authority  and  other  govern- 
mental agencies.  You  know  that  lath  and 
plaster  were  set  up  as  the  standard  wall  and 
ceiling  finish  on  all  USHA  jobs  by  the 
Authority  in  Washington. 

But  you  also  know  that  in  many  cases 
local  architects  and  other  local  influences 
tried  to  switch  many  of  those  jobs  to  other 
types  of  materials. 

Well,  the  department  to  which  I  have  just 
referred  has  spent  all  of  its  time  working 
with  local  architects  and  local  authorities  to 
hold  those  jobs  for  lath  and  plaster,  and  as 
a  result  many  thousands  of  hours  of  work 
have  been  saved  for  members  of  your  Inter- 
national. That  work  has  been  unselfish  and 
in  a  very  real  degree  because  on  many  of 
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tliose  jobs  after  tliey  were  switched  away 
from  the  substitute  materials  some  other 
manufacturer  sold  the  lath  and  plaster.  We, 
however,  considered  the  time  and  money 
well  spent  even  if  we  didn't  get  the  order 
because  of  the  influence  that  those  jobs  have 
on  other  buildings  in  the  market  in  which 
they  are  built. 

So  much  for  the  manufacturer.  But  what 
about  you  men,  the  skilled  lathing  mechanics? 
First  of  all,  you  also  have  a  selling  job  to 
do.  You  too  have  the  responsibility  of  selling 
the  products  and  the  services  to  the  people 
whom  you  serve.  You  cannot  take  it  for 
granted  any  more  than  we  can  that  your 
customers  know  all  about  the  good  things 
that  you  have  to  offer  them. 

J^ext,  is  your  responsibility  to  know  about 
the  new  products  and  practices  which  we 
and  other  manufacturers  are  putting  on 
markets.  You  must  learn  about  what  they 
do,  how  to  apply  them,  and  you  should  re- 
ceive them  with  a  real  welcome.  Sometimes 
we  do  find  resistance  to  new  products  just 
because  they  are  new,  and  this  is  a  bad  thing 
for  you  because  it  makes  you  vulnerable  to 
your  competitors  from  other  industries  who 
are  looking  for  new  things  to  try  and  experi- 
mert  with. 

I  don't  mean  by  this  that  every  new  mate- 
rial must  be  enthusiastically  received  just 
because  it  is  new  and  regardless  of  how  good 
it  really  is.  But  I  do  make  a  plea  for  an 
open  mind  on  your  part,  and  ask  you  not  to 
turn  down  new  ideas  just  because  they  are 
new  and  different.  Gentlemen,  we  live  in  a 
changing  world,  and  we  either  keep  up  with 
the  parade  of  progress  or  we  fall  out  of  the 
procession  and  die  by  the  wayside. 

Finally,  and  most  important,  you  have  the 
responsibility  of  good  workmanship.  I  can- 
not overstress  this  point,  for  after  all  the 
best  salesman  you  have  is  a  good  job  of 
lathing  and  plastering.  We  manufacturers 
can  make  materials  that  give  the  public  the 
walls  and  ceilings  they  want.  We  can  spend 
thousands  of  dollars  in  research;  but  we  have 
not  yet  found  a  way  to  put  brains  into  a 
bundle  of  lath  or  a  bag  of  plaster.  The 
responsibility  of  applying  the  lath  which  we 
and  other  manufacturers  make  is  squarely 
on  the  shoulders  of  you  men,  and  its  appli- 
cation can  seriously  affect  the  results  of  a 
plaster  job.  You  all  know  that  without  my 
telling  you. 


So  poor  workmanship  can  do  you  more 
harm  than  any  amount  of  promotion  of  sub- 
stitute materials.  I  say  this  because  the 
natural  preference  on  the  part  of  the  public 
is  for  lath  and  plaster.  No  substitute  that 
we  know  of  can  yet  give  the  public  all  the 
things  which  a  good  job  of  lathing  and 
plastering  can  give  them.  Therefore,  these 
substitutes  are  not  substitutes  for  good  lath- 
ing and  plastering.  They  are  substitutes 
only  for  poor  lathing  and  plastering.  There- 
fore, every  poor  lathing  job  makes  it  just 
that  much  easier  for  competition  to  take 
business  which  is  rightfully  yours,  just  that 
much  harder  for  you  to  get  the  work  which 
is  rightfully  yours. 

Your  International  officers  deserve  a  great 
deal  of  credit  for  their  increasing  and  un- 
ceasing work  to  promote  better  lathing  and 
plastering  standards,  but,  gentlemen,  their 
work  cannot  bear  full  fruit  unless  every  local 
organization  follows  through  in  its  own  com- 
munity. However,  if  through  your  efforts 
and  those  of  the  plastering  fraternity  you 
can  assure  the  public  good  lathing  and  plas- 
tering and  in  that  way  tie  in  with  the  re- 
search, the  manufacturing  skill  and  the 
nationwide  advertising  and  promotion  of 
manufacturers  such  as  ours,  then  I  am  very 
sure  that  we  can  bring  this  mutual  problem 
of  ours  to  a  successful  and  happy  conclusion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  want  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Mr.  Wolf 
for  coming  here  and  delivering  his  address, 
and  I  think  that  we  will  all  profit  by  it. 
Thank  you.  (Applause). 

Is  the  Committee  on  Grievance  in  the 
room  ? 

.  .  .  There  was  no  response  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Committee 
on  Resolutions? 

.  .  .  There  was  no  response  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Will  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  please  go  up  to  the  fifth 
floor  and  notify  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions that  the  convention  is  awaiting  them? 

If  there  is  no  objection,  we  will  recess  for 
a  few  minutes  until  the  two  committees  are 
ready  to  report. 

...  A  short  recess  was  then  taken  .  .  . 

DELEGATE  ANDERSON  (Hoosier 
State  Council):  I  would  like  to  make  a  cor- 
rection in  the  minutes.  I  am  not  from 
Local  110. 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Secre- 
tary will  make  that  correction,  please. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  In  yesterday's 
proceedings? 

DELEGATE    ANDERSON:  That  is 

right,   Brother  Secretary.    That  is  on  the 

last  page  in  regard  to  tlie  Education 
Committee. 

DELEGATE  HART  (Toronto,  Canada): 
My  co-delegate  from  Toronto,  Brother 
Weller,  is  sick,  and  I  am  the  alternate,  A.  C. 
Hart.  Can  I  carry  on  for  him  in  his  absence? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is 
no  objection  that  change  will  be  made — from 
Brother  Weller  to  Brother  Hart.  There  ap- 
pears to  be  none.  It  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  BEEKMAN  (Central  New- 
Jersey  District  Council) :  I  see  here  they 
have  a  mistake  under  my  name.  It  should 
be  Local  85  represented  by  James  Temple. 
I  represent  the  Central  New  Jersey  District 
Council. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  What  page  is 
that? 

DELEGATE  BEEKMAN:  The  last 
page,  the  same  as  Committee  on  Education. 

DELEGATE  TEMPLE  (Local  85):  I  am 
from  Local  85,  no  connection  with  the  State 
Council. 

DELEGATE  BEEKMAN:  Temple  should 
be  from  Local  85. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Instead  of 
from  the  Central  New  Jersey  District 
Council. 

DELEGATE  TEMPLE:  Beekman  is 
from  Local  250  but  representing  the  Central 
New  Jersey  District  Council. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Just  switch 
them  around. 

DELEGATE  MULLANE  (Local  67): 
Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  minutes  of  Wednesday 
morning  session,  page  74,  they  have  got 
Delegate  Spillane,  Greater  New  York  Dis- 
trict Council.  I  was  the  one  who  spoke  on 
that  question. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Spillane  and 
Mullane, 


DELEGATE  MULLANE:  That  is  on 
page  74  at  the  toi)  of  tiie  page  on  the  left 
hand  side. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  correc- 
tion will  be  made.  If  any  other  brother  notes 
any  correction  in  the  minutes  we  wish  you 
would  report  it  to  the  Secretary  so  that  he 
may  make  the  necessary  change. 

DELEGATE  VOHDEN  (Local  102):  On 
the  first  day  in  the  roll  call  they  have  102, 
William  Hutchinson.  I  was  represented  as 
the  alternate.   Hutchinson  was  not  present. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Change  from 
Hutchinson  to  Vohden,  No.  102  in  the  roll 
call  on  the  first  day. 

If  any  other  brother  notes  any  correction, 
please  take  it  up  with  the  Secretary  and  he 
will  make  those  changes  in  reference  to 
local  unions,  etc. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  will  just 
be  at  ease  for  a  few  minutes  until  the  Com- 
mittees are  ready  to  report.  They  are  not 
here  yet. 

...  A  short  recess  was  had  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion will  please  be  in  order. 

Brothers,  we  have  with  us  at  this  time  a 
man  who  is  an  assistant  on  labor  relations 
of  the  Government  P.W.A.  in  Washington, 
a  man  whom  we  know  well,  whom  we  have 
done  a  lot  of  business  with  and  whom  we 
are  pleased,  as  a  representative  of  the  United 
States  Government,  to  present  to  this 
convention. 

Mr.  Ray  C.  Kirkpatrick! 

.  .  .  The  delegates  arose  and  applauded  .  .  . 

RAY  C.  KIRKPATRICK:  President 
McSorley,  Secretary  Ford,  and  Delegates: 
I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  of  appear- 
ing before  this  convention  as  a  representative 
of  the  Public  Works  Administration.  Fur- 
ther, it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be  here  as  a 
friend  and  have  the  opportunity  of  again 
meeting  President  AfcSorley  and  your  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, Terry  Ford.  I  bring  greet- 
ings from  Mr.  John  M.  Carmody,  Adminis- 
trator of  Federal  Works  Agency,  of  which 
P.W.A.  is  now  a  part,  and  from  Colonel 
E.  W.  Clark,  Acting  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Works.  They  wish  for  you  a  very  suc- 
cessful convention. 
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It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  you,  1  am  sure, 
to  reflect  upon  the  progress  made  during 
the  past  year.  I  compliment  you  on  your 
achievements  and  look  forward  to  your  con- 
tinued development.  The  manner  in  which 
you  have  cooperated  with  P.W.A.  in  our 
many  contacts  with  you  is  sincerely  appre- 
ciated. 

After  a  period  of  rather  severe  labor  dis- 
crimination in  the  early  history  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, there  evolved  among  those  deter- 
mining our  national  policies,  an  appreciation 
of  the  position  labor  does  and  must  play  in 
our  national  life.  It  was  recognized  that  the 
individual  man  working  for  wages  was  at  a 
disadvantage  in  bargaining  with  the  em- 
ployer, and  that  if  true  democratic  standards 
were  to  be  maintained  in  industry,  the 
laborer  must  he  guaranteed  his  right  to 
organize. 

After  thus  becoming  a  social  unit  the 
workers  can  assume  not  only  the  responsi- 
bility for  their  own  welfare  and  betterment, 
but  a  duty  to  further  the  industrial  welfare 
of  the  nation.  In  other  words,  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International 
Union  being  a  strong  unified  organization  is 
primarily  interested  in  insuring  for  the 
lathers  desirable  working  conditions  and 
their  receipt  of  a  proportionate  share  of  the 
national  wealth. 

But  your  interest  does  not  stop  here.  The 
distressing  period  of  unemployment  which 
reached  its  peak  in  1933  has  demonstrated 
that  unless  economic  forces  are  controlled 
through  cooperation  of  the  social  forces  in- 
volved, no  union  or  other  single  unit  can 
adequately  provide  for  the  welfare  of  its 
members. 

You  have  shown  by  your  assistance  to  the 
Federal  Government,  in  its  recent  efforts  to 
lead  and  direct  this  social  control,  that  you 
appreciate  this  broader  responsibility. 

Today,  I  want  to  direct  your  attention  to 
one  phase  of  this  government  program  and 
demonstrate  to  some  measure  the  benefit 
that  has  resulted  to  this  organization  through 
its  cooperation  under  the  Federal  plan. 

In  an  effort  to  overcome  the  great  de- 
pression of  1933,  the  P.W.A.  was  created. 
The  objectives  of  this  organization  were: 

1.    To  create  employment  under  favorable 
working  conditions. 


2.  To  construct  useful  and  necessary  pub- 
lic works  throughout  the  United  States. 

3.  To  stimulate  industry. 

In  accomplishing  this  first  objective,  cart 
was  exercised  that  the  working  man  should 
have  every  opportunity  for  organization  and 
expression.  Definite  measures  were  taken  to 
assure  that  appropriate  hours  of  labor  and 
conditions  of  works  were  maintained.  F'or 
your  information,  I  submit  a  brief  summary 
of  other  noteworthy  provisions  of  this  char- 
acter required  in  all  P.W.A.  contracts: 

1.  That  contract  minimum  rates  be  deter- 
mined and  paid  in  accordance  with  the  rates 
prevailing  in  the  locality  in  which  the  project 
is  to  be  constructed. 

2.  That  all  employees  engaged  in  work  on 
a  project  should  have  the  right  to  organize 
and  bargain  collectively  through  representa- 
tives of  their  own  choosing,  and  be  free  from 
interference  of  employers  in  selecting  such 
representatives.  No  person  can  be  required 
as  a  condition  of  initial  or  continued  employ- 
ment to  join  any  company  union  or  refrain 
from  joining  any  labor  organization  of  such 
person's  choice. 

3.  That  no  person  under  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  no  convict  labor  and  no  person  whose 
age  or  physical  condition  is  such  as  to  make 
his  employment  dangerous  to  health  and 
safety  may  be  employed,  although  physically 
handicapped  persons  who  are  otherwise  em- 
ployable are  not  thus  affected. 

4.  That  there  be  no  discrimination  of  race, 
creed,  color,  or  political  affiliation. 

5.  That  persons  be  not  permitted  to  work 
more  than  8  hours  per  day  or  more  than 
40  hours  per  week,  except  in  cases  of 
emergency. 

6.  That  definite  measures  for  the  safety 
of  employees  be  taken  and  that  the  employer 
insure  the  workmen  against  accidents. 

An  adequate  inspection  force  was  provided 
to  insure  compliance  with  these  and  similar 
requirements. 

Estimates  sh  ow  that  for  every  hour  of 
work  on  a  P.W.A.  project,  four  hours  of 
off-site  work  are  created  in  private  industry, 
and  as  over  $1,200,000,000  has  been  paid 
directly  in  wages  under  this  program,  you 
can  readily  appreciate  the  part  P.W.A.  has 
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played  in  rehabilitating  the  wage  earners  of 
America.  Alliiougli  basic  causes  have  pre- 
vented a  full  national  recovery,  this  program 
has  been  a  powerful  instrument  in  alleviat- 
ing the  extreme  social  and  economic  distress 
prevalent  since  1930. 

The  success  this  Administration  has  en- 
joyed, however,  has  depended  not  only  upon 
the  amount  of  money  expended  and  the  man- 
ner of  spending,  but  upon  the  cooperation 
of  the  municipalities  concerned  and  organ- 
ized labor.  The  response  of  the  building 
trades  unions  has  been  most  gratifying.  In 
consequence  of  this  response,  encouragement 
and  strength  have  very  generally  resulted  to 
imions  everywhere. 

The  point  may  be  illustrated  by  a  review 
of  the  lathers'  wage  scale  during  the  period 
in  which  P.W.A.  has  been  functioning.  This 
scale  has  been  determined  by  an  investiga- 
tion of  union  wage  rates  in  a  hundred  repre- 
sentative cities  throughout  the  United  States. 
Whereas  the  average  may  not  be  strictly 
accurate,  the  investigation  is  sufficiently 
broad  to  warrant  a  conclusion  that  the  trends 
are  essentially  as  indicated.  From  $1.24  in 
the  year  1925  the  general  hourly  rate  in- 
creased steadily  to  $1.39  in  1931.  The  effect 
of  the  depression  then  set  in  and  the  rate 
dropped  to  $1.20  in  1933.  There  was  a  slight 
rise  in  1934,  but  the  recession  of  1935  is 
indicated  by  a  drop  to  $1.19.  From  this  time 
on  however,  the  influence  of  P.W.A.  ex- 
penditures was  felt  and  is  indicated  by  a 
steady  rise  through  1936,  1937,  and  1938  to 
a  maximum  rate  of  $1.45j4  in  all  those  cities 
reporting  in  1939. 

That  this  increase  in  wages,  which  also 
is  indicative  of  similar  improvements  in  gen- 
eral working  conditions,  may  be  largely 
traced  to  the  P.W.A.  program,  is  based  upon 
the  large  percentage  of  building  construc- 
tion during  this  period  done  under  the 
program,  and  the  fact  that  building  trends 
during  the  period  closely  parallel  disburse- 
ments under  the  plan. 

Because  of  your  splendid  attitude  and  that 
of  other  organizations,  we  have  been  able 
to  provide  work  for  thousands  of  needy 
workmen  and  to  satisfy  the  civic  needs  of 
millions  of  citizens.  There  are  none  of  you 
here  that  are  not  now  enjoying  the  benefits 
of  a  school,  sewer  system,  waterworks  sys- 
tem, or  some  of  the  other  16,625  desirable 
and  tiseful  non-Federal  projects  constructed 


with  the  assistance  and  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  llie  Public  Works  Administration. 

I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  job  which 
we  have  done  and  are  doing  together  and 
look  forward  to  a  continuation  of  this 
friendly  association. 

It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  meet  with 
you. 

Thank  you. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  1  want  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Mr.  Kirk- 
patrick  for  coming  here  and  delivering  his 
message  to  us.  I  assure  him  that  we  thor- 
oughly appreciate  what  has  been  done  by 
the  P.W.A.  on  behalf  of  the  lathers.  I  hope 
the  good-will  and  good  feeling  will  continue 
to  exist.  I  want  to  thank  you  again  for  com- 
ing here.  (Applause). 

Is  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Law 
in  the  haU? 

The  Committee  on  Grievance? 

DELEGATE  WALKUP  (Local  435): 
Downstairs,  I  ran  into  John  Clark  of  the 
Metal  Lath  Manufacturers'  Association  and 
he  gave  me  a  circular  on  a  new  product 
they  have  gotten  out.  I  believe  this  should 
go  to  the  Education  Committee. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  They  have 
already  reported.  Brother  Walkup. 

DELEGATE  WALKUP:  They  have  al- 
ready reported? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes. 

DELEGATE  WALKUP:  Then  I  will 
turn  it  over  to  Secretary  Ford,  and  if  he 
thinks  it  is  advisable,  he  can  read  it  to  the 
rank  and  file. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brothers,  if 
you  will  give  us  your  attention  for  a  little 
while,  Mr.  Clark  of  the  Metal  Lath  Manu- 
facturers' Association  desires  to  say  a  few 
words. 

Mr.  Clark! 

C.  T.  CLARK:  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. 

Gentlemen,  just  this  morning  I  received  a 
bulletin  from  our  office  in  Chicago  about  a 
new  type  of  acoustical  treatment.  These 
acoustical  treatments  are  going  good  in  some 
parts  of  the  courftry  and  not  so  good  in 
others,  but  it  is  a  coming  business.  Too 
many  of  them  can  be  put  on  without  either 
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the  lathers  or  the  plasterers  getting  any 
business  out  of  them.  They  can  altacli  some 
ol  these  acoustical  tiles  directly  to  the  con- 
crete, or  they  can  put  them  on  board  linishes 
or  anything  of  that  kind. 

There  is  one  on  the  market  tliat  is  going 
good  in  Wasliington  and  is  getting  started 
good  here  in  New  York.  That  is  known  as 
Limpet.  It  is  a  treated  asbestos  fiber,  and 
it  is  made  my  an  outfit  that  deals  altogether 
in  its  own  line  of  business,  the  Keasbey  & 
Mattison  Company.  They  don't  make  anj 
boards  or  anything  that  competes  with  the 
lathers  or  plasterers  in  any  way.  They  have 
found  on  tests  that  this  particular  material 
does  much  better  over  lath  than  over  any 
other  material.  For  instance,  an  eighth  of  an 
inch  of  this  Limpet  on  metal  lath  has  as 
much  acoustical  value  as  one  inch  put  di- 
rectly on  cement  or  any  other  solid  back- 
ground. The  lather  gets  the  lath  just  as  he 
does  with  any  other  job,  and  the  plasterer 
gets  this  Limpet,  puts  it  on  with  a  spray 
and  rolls  it  out  smooth.  But  they  use  the 
plasterer  for  the  application  of  the  Limpet. 

So  it  brings  to  us,  all  of  us,  a  type  of 
acoustical  treatment  that  is  right  in  our  own 
backyard,  ready-made  for  the  lathers  and 
plasterers  industry.  We  would  be  glad  to 
send  you  a  copy  of  the  bulletin  that  went 
out  from  our  office  in  connection  with  this 
and  the  leaflet  which  gives  the  acoustical 
value  over  the  various  types  of  background. 
We  will  be  glad  to  send  it  to  any  of  you 
who  will  request  it  through  your  regular 
sources,  your  Committee  on  Education,  or 
whoever  it  is,  and  we  will  either  mail  it 
direct  as  they  instruct  us,  or  we  will  send 
them  enough  so  that  they  can  send  them 
out  to  all  of  you. 

However,  we  believe  we  are  going  to  push 
this,  because  of  the  fact  that  it  is  an  outfit 
that  stays  in  its  own  backyard.  It  is  a  well 
known  and  highly  regarded  corporation.  We 
are  also  going  to  push  it  because  it  is  a  type 
of  acoustical  treatment  that  must  be  put  on 
lathing,  plaster,  in  order  to  cret  its  full  value. 
(Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  want  to 
thank  Mr.   Clark  for  givinpr  us  those  few 


words.  The  delegates  will  please  take  notice 
that  these  circulars  can  be  sent  to  tlie  Local 
Unions  and  distributed  to  the  membership 
by  the  secretaries  of  the  Local  Unions. 

We  have  a  union  worker  here  who  is  still 
in  good  standing  in  his  organization,  who 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  both  arms.  This 
brother  is  now  engaged  in  selling  union  label 
merchandise.  He  has  a  stand  outside.  We  will 
let  him  tell  you  the  story  himself. 

Brother  Currier! 

MOSE  CURRIER:  Mr.  President,  and 
Delegates:  In  1917,  while  working  at  my 
trade  as  an  iron  worker  I  came  in  contact 
with  13,000  volts  of  electricity  which  burned 
off  both  my  hands.  With  my  hands  gone,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  follow  my  trade  any 
more.  Therefore,  to  try  to  make  a  liveli- 
hood for  my  family  and  still  work  among 
union  men,  I  sell  union-made  articles.  The 
articles  I  have  are  men's  suspenders,  men's 
belts,  and  men's  garters.  The  price  of  the 
garters  and  suspenders  is  SO  cents,  and  my 
belts,  $1,  genuine  cowhide  belts.  We  are  not 
looking  for  charity  or  donations.  We  are  up 
here  to  make  an  honest  living  just  the  same 
as  you  brothers  are,  and  I  hope  that  when 
you  brothers  pass  my  little  stand  out  there, 
you  will  buy  my  articles  if  you  need  them. 

I  thank  you. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)/.  I 
make  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  and  to 
adjourn  now  and  meet  at  one  o'clock. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  rules 
be  suspended  and  that  we  stand  adjourned 
until  one  o'clock  this  afternoon.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those 
in  favor  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and 
it  is  so  ordered. 

(The  meeting  thereupon  adjourned  at  11:35 
o'clock. 
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The  Session  convened  at  1:10  o'clock, 
I'resident  McSorley  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  conven- 
tion will  please  be  in  order. 

I  would  like  to  announce  that  by  enact- 
ment of  the  previous  session,  we  have  dis- 
pensed with  the  roll  call  of  Officers  and  Del- 
egates. 

Has  the  Credentials  Conmiittee  any  further 
report  to  make? 

DELEGATE  HIGNIGHT  (Local  386); 
No,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  next 
order  of  business  is  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions  and  Law. 

DELEGATE  CASE  (Local  47):  Mr. 
Chairman,  Brother  Haggertj'  was  pretty 
busy.  I  think  he  just  stepped  out  to  get  a 
bowl  of  soup  or  something  like  that  and  he 
will  be  here  on  the  job  later. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  will 
have  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Griev- 
ances. Vice-President  Cook,  will  you  please 
step  forward? 

VICE-PRESIDENT  COOK:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, with  regard  to  Resolutions  Nos.  30,  32, 
and  33,  found  on  pages  100  and  101,  Wed- 
nesday Morning  Session,  referred  to  Griev- 
ance Committee  by  the  Resolutions  Commit- 
tee, the  Committee  called  Brothers  Quinto 
and  Musarra  of  Local  308,  Brothers  Spillane 
and  Matthews  of  Local  46,  to  give  testimony 
relative  to  this  matter. 

During  the  course  of  the  hearing  one  of 
the  Grievance  Committee  asked  a  question 
of  Brother  Quinto,  who  became  arbitrary 
and  requested  cancellation  of  the  above  res- 
olutions. 

The  Committee  recommends,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  the  said  request  be  granted. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  by  the  Com- 
mittee that  Brother  Quinto's  request  be 
granted  and  be  adopted  by  the  convention. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have 
heard  the  report  of  the  Committee.  What 
is  your  pleasure  with  it? 


DELEGATE  LOUBIER  (Local  137).  1 
move  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be 
adopted. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  Mo- 
tion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
(juestion? 

DELEGATE  QUINTO  (Local  308):  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  the  brother  said,  I  was  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Committee  this  morning 
and  they  asked  me  if  I  made  some  griev- 
ance against  Local  46.  I  told  them  I  never 
made  such  a  request. 

Brother  Musarra,  as  alternate,  made  our 
resolution  for  Local  308,  and  they  misun- 
derstood that  resolution  as  a  grievance.  They 
compelled  me  to  accept  that  as  a  grievance. 
I  want  to  know  from  the  Chairman  what 
kind  of  a  business  is  this  in  this  convention? 

We  never  made  a  grievance.  It  is  printed 
there  as  a  resolution,  not  a  grievance.  Why 
do  they  call  it  a  grievance? 

DELEGATE  PELLETIER  (Local  152): 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  not  compelled  him. 

DELEGATE  QUINTO  (Local  308):  You 
have  compelled  me  to  accept  it. 

I  explained  to  them  that  it  is  not  true, 
and  they  say,  "No,  this  is  a  grievance." 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  know  what 
the  resolution,  or  what  the  report  of  the 
Committee  is? 

VICE-PRESIDENT  COOK:  The  report 
of  the  Committee  is  concurrence  in  the  re- 
quest of  Brother  Quinto  of  the  cancellation 
of  those  three  resolutions  enumerated. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
He  requested  that? 

DELEGATE  QUINTO  (Local  308):  I 
asked  to  cancel  that  grievance.  I  never  made 
a  grievance.  That  is  what  I  say.  You  had 
no  right  to  call  me  into  that  meeting.  I  never 
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came  before  you  to  make  any  grievance. 
Why  did  you  call  me?  What  trick  is  it? 
Never  mind  with  the  caucusing. 

VICE-PRESIDENT  COOK:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, these  three  resolutions  were  referred 
to  the  Grievance  Committee  by  the  Resolu- 
tions Committee  and  the  Grievance  Com- 
mittee requested  the  involved  parties  to  this 
disagreement  or  discussion  here  to  be  pres- 
ent, and  on  the  gentleman's  own  request  to 
cancel  these  three  resolutions,  the  Committee 
has  presented  the  report. 

DELEGATE  QUINTO  (Local  308):  1 
never  made  that  grievance.  You  are  saying 
so.  Don't  change  it. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  have  the  privilege  of 
trying  to  give  an  explanation  to  the  con- 
vention of  what  this  whole  proceeding  is 
about?  Some  three  years  or  four  back.  Local 
46  of  New  York  and  Local  308  of  New- 
York  drew  up  an  agreement,  which  you  see 
here  in  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
convention. 

Consequently,  that  agreement  was  in  full 
force  and  effect  for  approximately  a  year  or 
two.  There  was  quite  a  lot  of  work  in  the 
City  of  New  York  in  what  is  known  as  the 
wood  lath  or  staple  wire  industry.  There 
was  never  a  question  for  a  year  or  a  year  and 
a  half  about  this  agreement. 

Local  46  at  that  time  did  not  have  what 
you  would  call  a  lot  of  work  for  its  mem- 
bership. Several  members  that  carried  cards 
from  aproximately  thirty  or  thirty-five  years 
—  I  could  name  out  one  instance,  Henry 
Schmieg,  a  man  carrying  a  card  for  thirty 
years,  who  is  an  ex-member  of  Local  308 
that  transferred  into  Local  46.  He  saw  an 
opportunity  to  go  back  to  his  own  Local, 
of  which  he  was  a  bona  fide  member;  in 
fact,  if  the  records  are  looked  up,  I  think 
he  is  one  of  the  charter  member  of  this 
Local. 

As  a  consequence,  he  came  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  organization  for  a  transfer.  The 
transfer  was  granted  to  him.  He  went  up 
to  the  secretary  or  somebody  in  charge  of 
this  other  Local  No.  308. 

DELEGATE  QUINTO  (Local  308): 
Point  of  order,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Just  one  at 
a  time. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 


He  requested  his  transfer  be  deposited  in 
this  Local  308.  He  was  told  before  his  trans- 
fer could  be  accepted  that  he  had  to  plank 
down  $100.  The  man  came  back  to  the  of- 
fice of  Local  46  and  reported  the  condition. 
I  told  him,  "Hen,  I  guess  they  dor.'t  want 
you  up  there." 

In  the  meantime,  if  you  will  look  up  the 
records  you  will  find  that  they  ran  out  and 
picked  up  a  lot  of  people  that  didn't  know 
the  first  rudiments  of  the  game  and  put 
them  into  the  organization  for  any  price 
that  they  wanted  to  put  on  these  gentlemen. 

He  was  a  bona  fide  member  of  the  Inter- 
national. Now,  get  this:  He  was  a  bona 
fide  member  not  only  of  Local  46  but  he 
was  a  bona  fide  member  of  the  International. 
308  or  any  Local  throughout  the  Interna- 
tional, his  transfer  had  to  be  accepted.  He 
wasn't  a  fellow  who  got  in  in  two  or  three 
years.  The  man  carried  a  card  for  better 
than  thirty  years.  The  same  gentleman  had 
two  brothers  in  the  Local  that  he  was  trying 
to  get  in  and  could  not  get  into  it. 

So,  at  a  later  date,  I  happened  to  get 
into  a  conference  with  the  Genera'  Presi- 
dent and  the  previous  speaker.  I  said,  "Mac, 
we  have  a  sort  of  a  grievance.  I  don't  know 
whether  you  would  call  it  a  grievance,  but 
here  is  a  bona  fide  member  of  the  L.I.U.  who 
is  refused  acceptance  in  the  organization  un- 
less he  planks  down  $100." 

The  General  President  told  the  previous 
speaker,  "You  are  absolutely  wrong."  But 
this  fellow  says,  no,  he  is  running  his  busi- 
ness to  suit  himself. 

I  am  getting  a  little  away  from  the  agree- 
ment. As  the  fortunes  of  the  wheel  turn 
around  one  fellow  is  up  and  the  other  fellow 
is  down.  At  a  later  date.  Local  46  had  a 
little  work,  and  the  consequence  was  that  we 
put  approximately  100  members  of  this  fel- 
low's Local  to  work,  because  we  were  for- 
tunate —  w^e  got  a  call  for  900  lathers. 
There  was  no  good,  bad  or  indiflferent  there. 
Every  Local  in  the  metropolitan  area  got  a 
proportionate  share  of  the  amount  of  lathers 
—  Newark,  Jersey  City,  we  didn't  care  where 
they  came  from.  Everything  went  along  fine, 
until  these  gentlemen  ran  out  of  work.  Here 
is  a  bona  fide  metal  lather  carrying  a  card, 
refused  admittance  into  a  Local  which  is 
under  the  laws  of  this  L.I.U.  And  they  turn 
around  and  insist  upon  us  taking  in  men 
who  are  not  qualified  metal  lathers. 


THE  LATHER 


151 


Our  examination  has  been  according  to 
law;  according  to  the  L.I.U.  law,  according 
to  llic  laws  of  tlic  State  of  New  York,  any 
man  who  is  a  cinalilicd  metal  lather  has  to 
be  taken  in. 

We  are  a  little  more  fortunate  than  our 
brother  members  throughout  the  country: 
If  any  member  of  the  L.I.U.  wants  to  join 
the  Metal  Lathers,  Local  46,  there  is  no 
restriction  on  him,  but  if  he  wants  to  be- 
come a  member  of  a  benevolent  society  in 
our  organization  he  has  to  pay  a  certam 
amount  of  money.  He  is  not  compelled  to, 
but  if  he  wants  to  join  it,  he  has  to  pay  it. 
We  are  fortunate,  I  say,  when  we  can  give 
$LSOO  to  the  relatives  of  our  deceased  mem- 
bers. 

This  gentleman  here  runs  an  organization. 
I  am  not  taking  advantage  of  him,  but  no 
white  man,  or  no  man  who  speaks  any  lan- 
guage but  his  can  get  into  that  organization, 
and  that  kind  of  a  condition  will  ruin  or- 
ganized labor. 

Now  we  get  back  to  the  agreement,  gentle- 
men: One  of  the  business  agents  was  on  a 
vacation.  A  job  came  up.  There  were  two 
contractors  on  the  job.  One  contractor  had 
a  certain  amount  of  work  to  do  and  another 
contractor  had  another  amount  of  work 
to  do. 

The  two  contractors  happened  to  be  of  the 
same  nationality  as  this  gentleman.  He  leaned 
backwards  to  one  and  wanted  to  turn  around 
and  fine  four  members  of  Local  46  for  carry- 
ing a  card  in  Local  46  and  doing  the  work 
that  Local  46  has  under  control.  Naturally,  we 
would  resent  that.  Is  there  any  gentleman  in 
the  room  that  wouldn't  resent  it,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  group  of  men,  when  somebody 
is  trying  to  fine  your  members?  We  politelj' 
told  the  gentleman  to  go  to  hell.  They  had 
absolute  control  of  the  staple  wire  and  wood 
lathing  in  the  City  of  New  York,  with  the 
consent  and  the  approval  of  the  members  of 
Local  46,  while  there  was  plenty  of  work  that 
looked  swell ;  although  they  didn't  play  the 
game  according  to  Hoyle  and  accept  qualified 
lathers,  they  did  accept  a  lot  of  unqualified 
lathers,  according  to  the  records. 

We  turned  around  and  instructed  our  busi- 
ness agents  to  go  out,  and  every  job  where 
there  was  stapling  in  the  City  of  New  York 
to  instruct  the  plasterer  or  builder  to  pencil 
rod  the  job.  The  consequence  was  we  have 
complete  control  of  all  kinds  of  metal  lath  in 
the  City  of  New  York  and  environs.  Now  the 


shoe  started  lo  pincii,  gentlemen,  started  to 
pinch  very  bad.  So  at  this  late  date  the  gentle- 
man met  me  the  other  day.  He  said  "1  am 
going  to  go  to  the  convention,  and  we  have  to 
have  an  understanding."  I  don't  know  any 
understanding  unless  it  is  on  record. 

The  understanding  that  he  wanted,  gentle- 
men, was  this;  He  only  has  three  men  in  his 
organization  working,  1  am  sorry  to  state,  and 
Local  46  has  150  men  from  out  of  town  work- 
ing at  our  business,  without  any  examination, 
without  a  five-cent  piece  being  paid  to  go  to 
work.  This  is  our  case. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  I  understand  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  they  concur  in  the  request  of  the 
delegate  from  Local  308  to  withdraw  these 
resolutions  —  I  don't  want  to  get  this  wrong; 
I  want  it  right  so  we  know  what  we  are  vot- 
ing on  —  which  means  that  if  the  report  of 
the  Committee  is  adopted  these  resolutions  will 
be  withdrawn  and  this  agreement  will  not  ap- 
pear in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings,  is  that 
right? 

DELEGATE  COOK:  That  would  be  my 
interpretation  of  it.  Brother  Hagen.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  the  Board  was  willing  to  discuss 
these  situations  and  he  in  an  arbitrary  way 
requested  cancellation.  The  Board  concurred  in 
his  request  in  recommending  that  request  to 
the  convention,  that  these  three  resolutions  he 
submitted  be  cancelled  or  withdrawn. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN:  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  Committee  went  into  this  situation,  and 
knows  more  about  it  than  we  do,  and  I  am 
satisfied  to  concur  in  their  report.  Therefore 
I  am  in  favor  of  it. 

DELEGATE  QUINTO :  What  has  been  said 
is  entirely  out  of  order  on  the  subject.  We 
tliought  about  that  resolution.  The  Committee 
on  Resolutions  wanted  it  changed  to  a  griev- 
ance. Nobody  appeared  before  that  Committee 
to  raise  any  grievance.  They  come  in  and  tried 
to  explain  that  the  resolution  was  a  grievance 
and  not  a  resolution.  I  explained  the  confu- 
sion they  made,  and  the  Committee  explained, 
too,  that  the  purpose  of  Local  308  in  intro- 
ducing that  resolution  was  to  avoid  in  the  fu- 
ture what  happened  between  244  and  the  other. 
Local  244  got  an  agreement  like  all.  A  dispute 
came  up  and  Local  244  made  an  appeal  to  our 
supreme  power.  President  McSorley  said  that 
agreement  was  a  private  agreement  and  so  he 
had  no  power  to  render  any  decision.  Local 
46  take  the  whole  work  in  that  locality  and 
send  their  men  to  work,  and  ultimately  mem- 
bers of  Local  244  remain  out  of  work. 
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What  did  it  mean  to  them  to  have  them 
go  before  the  court,  and  the  Supreme  Court 
rendering  at  that  time  a  personal  injunction 
against  Local  46  and  with  tiiat  injunction  Lo- 
cal 2-14  stop  men  of  Local  46.  The  purpose 
of  Local  308  in  introducing  that  appeal  was 
to  avoid  the  same  ill,  because  Brother  Musarra, 
through  some  dispute  that  came  up  with  Local 
308  and  Brother  McSorley  said,  "I  have  no 
power  to  render  any  decision,  because  that 
grievance  was  not  introduced  in  the  last  con- 
vention and  approved  by  the  convention."  The 
next  convention  tried  to  approve  that  and  they 
tried  to  give  a  decision.  That  was  the  intention 
of  Local  308. 

But  Mr.  Matthews  wanted  to  change  our 
resolution  into  a  grievance,  and  threatened  to 
me,  "If  you  put  that  resolution  or  grievance 
through  the  body  of  this  convention,  and  I 
get  the  majority,  that  agreement  automatically 
will  be  destroyed."  For  a  point  of  informa- 
tion, to  him  and  anybody  else  in  this  room, 
that  agrement  nobody  can  destroy,  because  in 
this  country,  and  especially  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  an  agreement  is  an  agreement.  It 
is  the  same  thing  we  try  to  do  to  avoid  any 
court  case,  and  leave  in  the  hands  of  our  su- 
preme power  the  decision  in  any  dispute. 

But  Mr.  Matthews  wants  to  change  the  cards 
in  the  hands  in  this  room. 

When  I  took  control  of  Local  308  I  found 
we  were  $33,000  in  debt  which  was  made  by 
the  previous  administration,  who  robbed  $6,000, 
who  robbed  $20,000,  aiid  I  found  that  situa- 
tion. Then  all  members  belonging  to  that  union 
passed  a  motion  to  charge  all  back  dues,  and 
every  one  of  them  paid  two,  three,  four  years 
as  agreed  to  pay.  For  that  reason  we  passed 
a  law  that  any  member  who  wants  to  join 
our  union  has  to  pay  what  the  other  people 
pay. 

Then  we  got  $350  benefit  fund,  and  a  man  is 
entitled  to  $350  a  day  after  he  joins.  Then  our 
policy  is  the  same  policy  as  the  International; 
we  charge  four  years  eleven  months  as  back 
dues.  In  this  respect  we  never  violate  any 
local  or  International  rule.  Then  any  transfer 
has  the  privilege  of  $350,  and  we  ask  only  that 
nobody  refuse  to  transfer. 

One  time  our  Business  Agent,  Mike  Rizzo, 
by  doing  his  duty  found  a  scab  job.  Then  he 
reported  to  my  union  and  we  sent  a  picket. 
At  the  same  time,  members  of  Local  46,  or 
bosses  of  Local  46,  went  there  and  encouraged 
the  person  plastering,  saying,  "If  you  put  bench 
around  it  costs  less."  You  wonder?  Naturally 


Local  46  went  there  to  work  after  we  picketed 
the  job.  1  want  to  know  from  this  convention 
if  that  is  proper  action  or  practice. 

Now  the  case  is  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  don't 
see  the  reason  why  Local  46  don't  want  at  all 
10  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  our  Inter- 
national. From  the  Union  viewpoint  I  don't  see 
the  reason  why  they  want  that.  If  they  don't 
want  that,  and  these  gentlemen  are  of  the  same 
opinion,  we  blame  nobody,  but  that  agreement 
remains  there  as  a  matter  of  grievance,  and 
from  now  on  we  are  apt  to  fight  for  our  right 
before  the  judgment  of  everybody.  Here  I  con- 
clude. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY?  Are  there  any 
further  remarks? 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, may  I  speak  on  the  question,  following 
up  the  remarks  just  made? 

DELEGATE  KLINK  (Westchester  District 
Council)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  didn't  really  hear 
the  Committee's  report  on  this  case,  whether 
they  are  talking  about  resolutions  or  whether 
they  are  talking  about  the  agreement  between 
Local  308  and  Local  46.  Could  I  have  that 
read  off? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  report  of 
the  Committee  was  that  the  Committee  rec- 
ommends that  the  agreements  that  have  been 
referred  to  be  withdrawn. 

DELEGATE  KLINK  (Westchester  District 
Council)  :  Which  resolution? 

DELEGATE  PRINK  (Local  302):  That 
will  all  be  brought  up  later,  and  I  think  the 
confusion  centers  around  the  failure  on  the 
part  'of  the  Committee  to  mention  the  resolu- 
tions in  question. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
Will  delegate  Klink  of  New  York  concede  the 
floor  to  the  delegate  from  New  York  City? 

DELEGATE  KLINK:  Yes. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, you  fellows  don't  know  what  is  all  be- 
hind this.  A  lot  of  you  people  have  the  right 
to  criticize  our  action,  but  we  think,  when  we 
make  a  move,  we  do  it  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  men  involved. 

You  have  to  go  to  New  York  City  to  see 
the  conditions  that  exist.  I  don't  need  any- 
body for  a  witness,  but  I  have  a  man  right 
here  from  the  ranks  of  New  Jersey,  who  sent 
a  member  of  tlie  same  nationality  over  to  tliat 
Local,  308,  and  they  said  the  same  thing  iden- 
tically, that  before  he  could  go  to  work  he  had 
to  pay  a  tribute  of  $100. 
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When  the  gentleman  states  that  we  did  not 
put  anybody  to  work  on  the  WI'A  lie  makes 
a  misstatement.  Right  now,  every  one  o£  his 
members  is  scabbing  it  on  46.  46  happens  to 
have  a  very  unique  position  in  the  labor  cir- 
cles of  the  City  of  New  York,  due  to  the  fact 
that  we  are  the  only  Lather  Union  that  is 
out  on  strike  against  the  government  at  the 
present  moment.  But  that  gentleman's  members 
are  working,  doing  our  work.  They  are  in  there 
stating,  "Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  In- 
ternational Union"  on  the  qualified  metal  lather. 
.\11  you  men  know  the  rules  and  regulations. 
Wc  have  not  the  right  to  dictate  who  goes 
to  work  for  the  government.  We  haven't 
reached  that  stage  of  life. 

These  gentlemen  go  down  there,  whether  they 
are  members  or  ex-members,  and  state  they 
are  metal  lathers.  They  show  their  books  and 
they  are  put  on  our  work.  There  are  a  lot 
of  men  in  Local  46  who  have  been  on  home 
relief  in  the  last  three  or  four  years,  due  to  no 
fault  of  their  own,  due  to  the  conditions 
throughout  the  country. 

If  I  call  that  secretary  up  —  and  he  is  in 
the  room  —  and  say  "Send  me  down  twenty 
men,"  he  sends  me  down  twenty  men.  They 
are  accepted.  Our  members  of  Local  46  have 
to  take  them  in  and  break  them  in  on  our  class 
of  work,  on  which  they  have  never  worked 
in  their  lives.  After  all,  we  are  not  fools,  gen- 
tlemen. We  are  not  going  to  break  these  gen- 
tlemen in  on  the  class  of  work  which  we 
control  so  that  at  a  later  date,  through  some 
connivance  or  trick  they  will  come  back  to 
some  International  convention  and  say,  "We 
want  part  of  this  work." 

We  have  spent  a  lot  of  money  to  protect  the 
interests  of  Local  46  and  the  L.I.U.,  and  we 
are  not  going  to  let  anybody  come  in  and  take 
what  we  fought  for  for  thirty-five  years,  even 
though  they  onlj'  recently  came  over  on  the 
boat 

This  gentleman  wants  you  fellows  to  do 
something.  You  know  what  he  wants  to  have 
done.  Pick  up  your  International  Convention 
book  at  Toronto,  when  Mulholland  was  the  bus- 
iness agent.  We  entered  into  an  agreement.  We 
sat  down  with  the  General  President.  It  didn't 
come  before  the  convention  proper.  Mac  said, 
"If  it  is  okay  with  you  two  groups,  it  is  okay." 
It  has  not  been  approved  by  anybody.  It  is  a 
private  agreement. 

Now,  let  me  show  you  the  trick :  These  gen- 
tlemen went  down  and  consulted  a  lawyer  to 
do  something  that  they  already  had  accused 
another  organization  of  doing.  Do  you  know 


what  they  want  this  ailernoon?  They  want 
>ou  to  put  approval  on  this  agreement  without 
a  protest  from  Local  46.  We  say,  "No,  that 
lan't  happen."  There  are  1200  men  back  there 
who  depend  upon  what  you  gentlemen  do. 

I  asked  this  gentlemen,  before  a  committee 
oE  six  or  seven  men,  "What  do  you  want?" 

The  man  alien  to  our  conditions,  to  our  ways 
and  our  means.  He  is  used  to  a  group  that  he 
tan  stick  his  fingers  in  their  eye,  or  kick  them 
ill  the  shins.  Those  methods  don't  go  here. 
There  isn't  a  man  in  this  hall  —  I  don't  care 
where  he  comes  from,  from  what  part  of  the 
country  —  who  can  say  we  are  not  Americans 
-  we  are  Americans  —  who  don't  know  how 
to  treat  the  other  person. 

DELEGATE  DUTY  (Local33)  :  Wliat  does 
the  report  of  the  Committee  mean? 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46)  : 
I'liis  means  a  whole  lot  to  Local  46. 

This  gentleman  wants  you  fellows  to  approve 
of  this  agreement,  after  they  violated  it.  He 
doesn't  want  anything  else  from  you  fellows. 
He  only  wants  you  to  approve  this  agreement, 
and  when  you  do,  we  won't  be  injunctioned, 
we  will  be  hog-tied.  We  won't  be  able  to  move. 

DELEGATE  DUTY :  What  does  the  report 
of  the  Committee  mean?  What  does  it  really 
mean? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  report  of 
the  Committee,  as  I  understand  it,  Joe,  means 
nothing  more  or  less  than  the  withdrawal  of 
these  resolutions  from  the  convention. 

DELEGATE  DUTY:  Would  that  leave  it 
just  as  it  is?  If  it  does,  I  make  a  motion  that 
we  approve  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  would  like  the  brother  to  have  his  say, 
because  there  won't  be  any  later  proceedings. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Just  a  minute, 
now.  We  aren't  going  to  carrj'  on  any  cross- 
firing  here,  back  and  forth,  all  afternoon.  Is 
there  any  other  delegate  who  desires  to  speak 
upon  the  subject? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

DELEGATE  QUINTO  (Local  308)  :  He 
stated  a  lie  on  the  floor.  I  want  to  answer 
him. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  will  give 
you  the  chance.  If  no  one  else  wants  to  speak, 
we  will  let  you  speak,  because  the  rule  says  a 
man  shall  only  speak  once  upon  the  subject. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  I  rise 
to  a  point  of  information :  that  the  jurisdiction 
of  work  involving  Local  308  and  Local  46  be 
clarified. 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  1  will  do  tliat. 

First  of  all,  it  may  be  necessary  to  make 
an  explanation  in  reference  to  the  situation  in 
New  York,  it  is  well  known  to  all  of  the  dele- 
gates who  have  followed  the  history  of  the 
International  Union  that  under  the  agreement 
made  by  the  International  Executive  Board  in 
1917,  the  International  Executive  Board  was 
instructed  by  the  Cleveland  convention  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  York  and  endeavor  to  straighten 
out  the  trouble  existing  at  that  time  with  ref- 
erence to  the  twenty-five  mile  radius. 

The  Executive  Council  came  to  New  York 
and  they  signed  an  agreement  with  Local  46. 
In  that  agreement,  they  gave  complete  juris- 
diction over  all  light  iron  furring,  reinforced 
concrete,  and  such  work,  to  the  members  of 
Local  46  within  the  jurisdiction  of  twenty-five 
miles  from  New  York  City. 

They  further  provided  that  the  nailing  and 
stapling  of  metal  lath  and  the  erection  of 
corner  beads  would  be  neutral. 

That  was  the  1917  action  of  the  Interna- 
tional convention,  and  that  action  is  in  effect 
today.  Local  308  was  granted  its  charter  under 
those  provisions. 

Then  along  come  the  two  committees,  and 
in  order  to  bring  about  a  condition  of  har- 
mony, they  entered  into  an  agreement.  Local  46 
contends  that  the  agreement  applies  to  all  wood 
construction  jobs.  Local  308  contends  that  the 
agreement  conveys  to  Local  308  nailing  on,  on 
all  jobs.  Local  46  disputes  this  and  says  that 
on  mixed  jobs  their  members  shall  have  the 
right  to  do  nailing  on. 

As  far  as  the  ruling  of  the  International 
Organization  is  concerned,  your  ofiicers  are 
compelled  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  entered  into  and  adopted  by  the 
Toledo  convention.  We  have  no  other  alterna- 
tive to  follow.  The  agreement  entered  into  by 
the  two  organizations  and  presented  to  the 
Toronto  convention  as  a  matter  of  record,  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  that.  That  is  an  agree- 
ment between  46  and  308,  and  if  there  is  any 
trouble,  or  differences  over  that  agreement,  it 
is  up  to  those  two  Local  Unions  to  get  together 
and  straighten  it  out. 

That  is  the  whole  situation  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  time. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  I  move 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  a  motion  to  refer 
is  always  in  order,  that  this  matter  be  refer- 
red to  the  incoming  Executive  Board  to 
straighten  out  this  matter,  since  apparently 
the  two  locals  have  difiRculty  in  straighten- 
ing it  out. 


(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have 
heard  the  motion. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46). 
Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  question  — 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  amend- 
ment is  that  the  entire  subject  matter  be 
referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board 
in  order  to  try  to  bring  about  an  adjust- 
ment. You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
On  the  question,  Mr.  Chairman:  I  would 
rather  have  it  settled  before  you  fellows, 
because  we  might  not  meet  again  for  three 
years.  I  would  rather  have  it  settled  once 
and  for  all.  If  46,  of  which  I  happen  to  be 
a  representative,  has  violated  the  agreement, 
you  gentlemen  certainly  can  tell,  or  do  any- 
thing you  like  to  us.  A  violation  of  the 
agreement  comes  from  the  other  side.  Refer- 
ing  it  to  the  Executive  Board  means  only 
that  you  are  delaying  a  decision.  I  think, 
in  fairness  to  the  membership  I  represent, 
it  should  be  decided  here,  once  and  for  all 
The  agreement,  as  your  General  President 
stated,  was  drawn  up  in  good  will  by  the 
representatives  of  Local  46  and  the  repres- 
entatives of  Local  308.  We  lived  up  to  the 
letter  of  the  law,  as  far  as  this  agreement 
was  concerned,  until  these  gentlemen  came 
down  and,  as  I  told  you,  went  in  on  a  nine- 
story,  fire-proof  building,  when  Delegate 
Spillane  was  away  on  vacation  and  Delegate 
Klink  went  down  on  the  complaint.  Eight 
members  of  our  organization  were  involved, 
and  four  of  the  eight  were  brouglit  up  on 
charges  by  the  said  representatives  of  Local 
308  for  working  on  work  which  we  contend 
belonged  to  Local  46  before  there  ever  was 
a  Local  known  as  308. 

We  were  in  the  picture.  There  is  no  man 
in  this  room  who  will  state  that  we  give 
away  one  inch  of  any  work  belonging  to 
the  membership  of  our  organization  unless 
we  know  we  are  getting  something  in  return. 
No  delegate  in  this  room  would  give  a  dime 
away  unless  he  knew  he  was  going  to  get 
back  its  equivalent. 

This  gentleman  runs  his  organization  on 
his  plan.  We  run  our  organization  on  the 
L.I.U.  plan,  according  to  the  rules  and  the 
dictates  of  this  convention.  I  don't  want  this 
thing  prolonged.  I  want  it  finished  right 
here. 
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DELEGATE  ZAHN  (.Local  U)) :  Ls  there 
a  motion  before  tlie  coiiveiitioii  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  There  is  a 
motion  and  an  amendment. 

DELEGATE  ZAHN:  Was  there  a  mo- 
tion made  to  adopt  the  Committee  report? 
Was  it  seconded? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes. 

DELEGATE  ZAHN  (Local  10):  I  move 
we  go  on  with  the  original  motion.  Let  us 
cut  out  this  discussion. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  What 
are  we  going  to  vote  on,  the  amendment? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes. 

DELEGATE  DUTY  (Local  33):  I  be- 
lieve I  am  in  order.  I  don't  see  any  reason 
why  this  thing  shouldn't  be  settled  in  New 
York  City.  You  fellows  from  California,  or 
Colorado,  or  some  place  else,  might  take 
a  different  view,  but  you  don't  know  a  damn 
thing  about  it.  I  think  what  you  ought  to 
do  is  to  send  someone  in,  not  necessarily 
me,  I  would  like  to  stay  here  (laughter), 
but  let  me  meet  with  these  fellows  and  settle 
this.  After  all,  there  are  only  about  three 
to  each  side  that  are  going  to  settle  it. 

What  I  would  like  to  see  done  in  this 
case  —  and  I  don't  care  how  you  do  it  — 
would  be  to  settle  it  after  the  convention, 
to  get  two  or  three  of  these  fellows  together 
and  let  them  agree  on  how  they  are  going 
to  work. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
Point  of  order!  I  don't  think  the  gentleman 
from  Pittsburgh  knows  the  situation.  What 
you  suggest,  we  have  tried  and  tried  and 
tried. 

DELEGATE  DUTY:  Well,  try  again. 

DELEGATE  QUINTO  (Local  308): 
What  are  you  trying?  You  are  trying  to 
break  that  agreement  all  the  way. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  have 
to  stop  this  cross  fire. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
What  we  would  like  to  have  decided  here 
is  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Let  us  de- 
cide it  one  way  or  the  other. 

DELEGATE  DUTY  (Local  33):  I  make 
a  motion  that  we  vote  on  the  question. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  think  that  the  President  of  our 
International  Union  explained  the  case  so 
that  everybody  can  understand  it.  Why 
should  this  matter  be  referred  back  to  an 
incoming  Eexcutive  Board?  I  believe  that 


we  should  vote  down  the  recommendation 
to  refer  and  then  concur  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  a 
sufficient  number  for  the  previous  question? 
All  in  favor  put  up  their  hands.  There  is  a 
sufficient  number. 

The  question  now  recurs  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  the  amendment  is  to  refer  the 
entire  subject  matter  to  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil for  adjustment.  You  have  heard  the  mo- 
tion. Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"Aye";  all  those  opposed.  The  motion  to 
refer  is  lost. 

The  question  now  recurs  on  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee.  All  those 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  say- 
ing "Aj'e";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  COOK:  The  next  griev- 
ance, Mr.  Chairman,  is  an  appeal  of  Local 
67  from  the  decision  rendered  by  the  Gen- 
eral Executive  Council:  After  hearing  both 
parties  interested  and  reading  of  evidence 
submitted  by  handwriting  expert,  which  was 
not  available  to  the  Executive  Board  at  their 
meeting,  we,  the  Committee,  examined  both 
charters  —  102,  Essex  County,  and  67,  Hud- 
son Countj%  In  accordance  with  this  addi- 
tional evidence,  we,  the  Committee,  recom- 
mend Hudson  County,  in  its  entirety,  be 
awarded  to  Local  67  and  the  original  char- 
ter returned.  I  so  move. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I 
want  to  second  that  motion,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

DELEG.\TE  VOHDEN  (Local  102): 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates  to  the  Eight- 
eenth Convention:  This  territorial  dispute 
between  Locals  67  and  102  is  over  the  mat- 
ter of  a  strip  of  land  approximately  two 
miles  wide  and  about  six  miles  long.  On 
one  side  it  is  half  marsh  and  on  the  other 
side  is  a  built  up  section. 
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1  will  try  to  state  my  case  as  briefly  as 
possible  here,  and  ask  you  gentleiuei)  to 
kindly   give   it   your   serious  consideration. 

Back  under  date  of  October  5,  19J8,  we 
were  advised  by  letter  from  Local  67  thai 
they  were  going  to  put  in  a  territory  claim 
comprising  Arlingtoti,  Kearny  and  Harrison, 
together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to 
General  President  McSorlcy  and  the  New 
Jersej'  State  Council. 

This  matter  was  brought  before  the  New 
Jersey  State  Council  on  Sunday,  November 
20,  1938.  I  have  here  a  verbatim  excerpt 
of  the  minutes,  of  the  New  Jersey  State 
Council  meeting  on  Sunday,  November  20, 
1938.  I  can  give  you  the  gist  of  wliat  hap- 
pened at  that  meeting,  i  can  hand  the  min- 
utes over  to  the  stenographer  to  go  into 
the  record.  But  the  gist  of  it  is  this:  The 
State  Council  of  New  Jersey,  comprised  of 
three  delegates  from  each  Local  in  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  voted  unanimously  on  this 
question  in  favor  of  102. 

What  I  would  like  to  state  to  you  gentle- 
men who  came  here  from  all  over  the  coun- 
try to  listen  with  a  neutral  vote  to  the  argu- 
ments as  presented,  is  this:  These  fellows 
who  had  voted  unanimously  in  our  favor  are 
part  and  parcel  of  New  Jersey.  They  have 
been  there  anywhere  from  twelve  to  thirty- 
five  years.  They  know  the  terrain.  They 
know  the  locality,  they  know  the  section, 
and  they  know  the  towns.  At  that  meeting, 
Local  67,  after  the  decision  was  rendered, 
stated  that  they  were  going  to  appeal  the 
decision  of  the  State  Council  to  the  General 
Executive  Council  meeting  in  Cleveland  in 
December. 

I  now  give  you  an  excerpt  from  the  min- 
utes of  the  General  Executive  Council  meet- 
ing on  December  6.  This  is  all  a  matter  of 
record:  Local  102  received  no  further  data 
or  notification  in  the  matter  until  August 
19  of  which  year  when,  in  my  usual  course 
of  getting  things,  I  found  out  that  the  ap- 
peal was  coming  up.  I  immediately  wrote 
to  Headquarters  for  additional  data  and  by 
return  mail  I  received  President  McSorley's 
notice  that  this  was  coming  up  before  the 
convention,  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Griev- 
ance Committee. 

Section  4  of  the  International  Constitution 
specifically  states:  Local  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion shall  extend  half-way  to  the  city  where- 
in is  located  the  nearest  Local,  exceptinp 
where  a  mutual  agreement  has  been  arrived 
at  between  two  or  more  Local  Unions,  same 


to  be  approved  by  the  General  President  and 
the  District  Council  in  whose  jurisdiction 
said  Local  Unions  are  chartered. 

Local  102,  from  the  inception  of  this  dis- 
pute, has  been  willing  to  go  along  those  lines, 
50-50,  as  our  International  Law  states.  That 
is  the  basis  of  our  stand.  If  we  are  going  to 
have  a  section  such  as  that  in  the  Inter- 
national Constitution  let  us  live  up  to  it. 
We  are  willing  to.  But  if  we  are  going  to 
have  a  section  which,  by  any  stretch  of  the 
imagination,  can  be  pulled  this  way  or  that 
way  to  cover  a  certain  piece  of  ground,  if  it 
is  going  to  be  given  out  in  provinces,  coun- 
ties or  cities,  are  we  going  to  follow  Section 
4?  The  part  in  question  down  there  is  the 
Kearny  Meadows.  We  now  control  up  to 
the  Hackensack  River.  We  have,  as  long  as 
I  can  remember,  and  we  can  go  back  some 
forty  years. 

Before  we  had  a  strong  International 
Union,  you  would  get  together  on  May  Day, 
set  up  a  keg  of  beer,  and  get  together,  and 
go  to  work  in  September.  You  would  cut 
each  other's  throats.  We  controlled  all  that 
territory  all  these  years. 

The  question  has  ben  raised.  Why  did  we 
do  that?  The  answer  has  been  to  the  effect 
that  those  members  of  67  are  under  the  im- 
pression that  there  was  an  agreement.  An 
agreement  of  any  kind  must  be  registered 
with  your  District  Council,  your  State  Coun- 
cil, or  your  General  Office. 

In  the  absence  of  anything  to  the  contrary, 
we  governed  that  territory.  The  issue  has 
been  changed  somewhat  here  to  give  the  im- 
pression, in  connection  with  this,  that  we 
return  the  territory  to  67.  I  can  tell  you  that 
as  far  as  my  knowledge  runs,  and  it  goes 
back  a  good  many  years,  and  as  far  as  any 
of  the  oldest  living  members  in  our  terri- 
tory are  concerned  —  Frank  Fetridge  is 
one  of  the  oldest,  just  passing  85,  and  he 
can  honestly  state  that  there  was  never  any 
agreement  to  any  effect  such  as  that.  I  only 
spoke  to  him  recently. 

At  the  General  Council  meeting  in  Decem- 
ber— I  will  quote  you  from  A.  Paul  Tincher, 
Examiner  of  Questioned  Documents,  East 
Ohio  Gas  Building,  Cleveland,  and  I  will 
cut  it  down  as  much  as  possible,  and  it 
comes  down  to  this,  the  summary  of  this 
expert's  testimony: 

"From  the  foregoing  eaxmination  and 
tests  on  charter  No.  67,  International  Union, 
Wood.    Wire    and    Metal    Lathers,    I  am 
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strongly  of  tlie  opinion  that  tliis  instrument 
has  been  altered;  that  tiie  ink  used  in  the 
words  'The  Entire'  is  a  dilTcrent  ink  and  tiiat 
it  was  put  on  at  a  later  date;  also  that  the 
words  'The  Entire'  were  written  by  a  dif- 
ferent hand  than  the  hand  that  executed  the 
remainder  of  the  body  of  the  instrument. 
The  tests,  however,  did  not  disclose  any 
erasure  underneath." 

Now.  it  came  down  to  tlie  charter.  Local 
67's  charter  is  under  date  of  1910,  1  believe, 
on  this  particular  question,  and  evidently 
from  the  statements  here  of  the  expert,  the 
handwriting  expert,  the  charter  was  changed. 
Who  did  it,  no  one  knows,  and  I  am  not 
interested  in  finding  out.  The  fact  remains 
that  this  man  said  it  unalterably  has  been 
changed. 

Now  then,  this  charter  was  dated  in  1910 
and  it  covers  purportedly  at  the  present 
time  Hudson  County.  I  will  honestly  tell  you 
that  our  old  charter  covers  Essex  County. 
It  calls  for  it  in  the  charter  and  the  charter 
is  signed  by  Bill  McSorley  and  Ralph 
Brandt,  under  date  of  October  22,  1901,  I 
believe. 

The  Grievance  Committee  has  the  charter 
there. 

Now,  in  connection  with  the  charters  and 
the  territorial  lines.  Brother  McSorley,  our 
International  President,  has  ruled  at  times 
and  as  late  as  around  six  years  ago  when  our 
late  Brother  Bill  Murphy  was  ironing  out 
some  things  about  the  Plainfield  territory  — 
he  called  us  in  and  at  that  time  we  so  ad- 
vised him  that  in  prior  years,  that  is,  some 
twenty  years  ago,  the  Local  in  Orange,  New 
Jersey,  and  the  Montclair  local,  I  believe, 
merged  with  Newark.  It  didn't  mean  a  thing. 
The  ruling  was  handed  down  at  that  time 
by  the  General  President  that  Section  4  of 
the  International  Constitution  applies. 

Our  own  International  Council,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board,  back  in  December  of  last 
year,  decided  this  question,  and  I  will  read 
off,  if  I  may,  the  action  they  took.  Here  is 
the  synopsis  of  the  minutes  of  the  morning 
session  of  December  6th: 

"Meeting  called  to  order  by  Chairman 
Moore  at  10  a.m. 

"Continuation  of  Case  No.  1 — continuation 
of  discussion  of  territorial  dispute  between 
Locals  67  and  102. 

"As  contact  with  representatives  of  Local 
102  shows  that  they  would  not  be  present, 
your  Council  proceeded  with  this  case.  The 


caj-e  of  Local  67  was  prcbculed  by  Secrc 
tary  Pat  MuUane.  After  listening  to  the  case 
presented  by  Secretary  MuUane,  and  careful 
consideration  of  all  the  evidence  presented 
in  the  file  on  this  subject,  your  Executive 
Council  feels  that  Section  4  of  tiie  Inter- 
national Constitution  is  very  clear  in  this 
respect." 

Now,  gentlemen,  1  will  leave  it  with  you. 
Are  we  going  to  live  up  to  Section  4  or  are 
we  going  to  do  otherwise?  I  can  say  if  that 
is  the  case,  let  us  find  out  so  we  will  know 
where  we  stand. 

Our  charter  reads  Essex  County  and  we 
have  been  under  the  impression  through  rul- 
ings, and  so  forth,  that  our  city  line  started 
in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  where  the  charter 
is  located.  In  your  offcial  journal.  Local  67 
is  listed  as  Jersey  City.  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
102,  is  listed  in  Newark.  Now,  let  us  find 
out  where  these  things  are  here.  I  stated 
before  that  we  are  perfectly  willing  to  go 
.-ilong  on  Section  4. 

I  have  tried  to  cut  this  down  as  much 
as  possible.  May  I  set  these  up  for  the 
minutes?  That  is,  I  will  refer  these  copies  to 
be  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  these  various 
items  which  I  dealt  with. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  bring  back 
again  the  fact  that  the  State  Council  of 
New  Jersey,  composed  of  all  the  local  boys, 
voted  unanimously  in  favor  of  102  and  also 
the  State  Council,  basing  their  decision  on 
Section  4  of  the  International  Constitution, 
worked  in  favor  of  102.  I  will  rest  my  case 
on  that. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  What  you 
want  incorporated  in  the  minutes  is  what 
you  read  off? 

DELEGATE  VOHDEN  (Local  102): 
That  is  right;  the  Executive  Council  minutes 
and  the  expert's  testimony. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
remarks? 

DELEGATE  MULLANE  (Local  67): 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  preface  my 
remarks.  When  I  came  over  here  last  Sun- 
day, I  knew  I  was  going  to  a  convention, 
but  I  didn't  think  I  was  going  to  take  a 
trip  around  the  world.  They  do  things  over 
here;  even  with  the  Steeplechase  Park 
which  stood  there  twenty-five  years,  they 
held  that  fire  over  tw^enty-four  hours  so  that 
we  could  go  through  it. 

But  to  get  down  to  the  serious  side  of 
this  case,  Brother  Vohden  tells  you  of  the 
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action  of  the  State  Council  in  New  Jersey. 
1  made  the  motion  before  the  State  Council 
to  put  Local  102  out  of  that  territory  within 
ninety  days.  That  was  the  motion  and  the 
motion  was  defeated,  and  the  State  Council 
then  made  a  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  General  Eexcutive  Board  in  Cleveland, 
which  was  done. 

When  I  went  before  the  General  Executive 
Board  in  Cleveland,  the  General  President 
notified  Local  102  to  have  their  represen- 
tatives there  and  they  didn't  have  them 
there.  The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Board 
made  the  decision  on  Section  4,  which  is 
very  clear,  in  that  it  goes  half  way  to  the 
nearest  local. 

Local  102  never  stopped  there.  Local  102 
went  right  up  and  did  work  up  to  the  Jersey 
City  line.  They  did  work  here  not  later  than 
a  year  ago.  They  worked  in  one  shop  there 
which  was  75  or  100  feet  away  from  the 
Jersey  City  line  and  they  maintained  it  100 
per  cent,  because  we  in  67  believed  that 
there  was  a  verbal  agreement  made  between 
these  two  locals  on  the  testimony  of  mem- 
bers of  our  local  who  were  on  this  com- 
mittee. 

Now,  about  the  charter,  the  biggest  mis- 
take that  was  made  by  Local  67  when  that 
charter  was  issued  in  1910  was  not  to  have 
it  concurred  in  by  a  conventon,  and  that  is 
what  I  am  asking  you  gentlemen  to  do  to- 
day, to  correct  the  mistake  that  was  made 
by  the  old-time  members  of  that  local. 

Local  67  was  a  consolidation  of  Local  91 
of  Northern  Hudson  County.  Get  that, 
gentlemen!  It  was  not  issued  to  Local  56 
of  Northern  Hudson  County.  Local  56  was 
granted  a  charter  for  North  Hudson.  There 
is  no  such  city  or  town  of  North  Hudson.  It 
it  is  comprised  of  five  municipalities.  Local 
91  of  Jersey  City  amalgamated  with  them. 

I  have  washed  a  lot  of  this  dirty  linen 
out  in  the  Grievance  Committee  and  I  am 
satisfied  to  rest  on  their  report,  but  the  only 
thing  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  is  that 
expert's  testimony.  The  charter  was  issued 
to  "Local  67  or  (no  city)."  The  two  words 
"The  Entire"  were  written  in  there,  and  then 
it  said  "County  of  Hudson." 

The  Executive  Board  questioned  the  hand- 
writing. Brother  Vohden  said  he  was  not 
interested  in  who  wrote  it.  Well,  I  am  in- 
terested to  know  who  wrote  it.  I  don't  know 
yet,  but  I  would  like  to  know.  I  say  that 
no  member  of   Local  67  ever  wrote  it  in 


there,  and  it  did  not  change  that  charter  one 
whit,  because  that  same  expert's  testimony 
says  that  there  was  nothing  ever  written  on 
that  line. 

So,  deleting  the  two  words  "The  Entire," 
the  charter  still  reads  "Local  67  of  Hudson 
County,"  and  I  am  asking  you  gentlemen  to- 
day to  confirm  that  charter,  as  Local  102  has 
a  charter  not  issued  to  Newark,  but  it  is 
issued  to  Local  102  of  Essex  County,  and 
they  never  lived  up  to  Section  4.  Why  they 
should  come  in  here  today  and  ask  you 
gentlemen  to  predicate  your  judgment  on  a 
Section  that  they  never  abided  by  is  beyond 
me  and  I  will  leave  it  to  you  gentlemen. 

DELEGATE  LANDERS  (Local  111): 
Mr.  Chairman,  previously  the  General  Ex- 
ecutive Board  didn't  have  the  handwriting 
expert's  testimony,  so  we  got  that  testimony 
in  full.  We  called  for  both  charters,  this 
one  and  the  other  one  over  there  of  Essex 
County.  That  was  brought  up  to  us  this 
morning. 

We  went  over  this  one  here  and  we  agreed 
with  the  handwriting  expert  that  there  were 
two  words  written  in  here  "The  Entire." 
This  charter  reads,  "International  Union  in 
the"  —  then  written  in  "The  Entire"  — 
"County  of  Hudson." 

Now  the  handwriting  expert  tells  you  thai 
"the  entire"  is  a  phoney  signature  and  it  was 
not  written  in  this  charter  at  the  time  it  was 
issued,  but  the  expert  also  tells  you  that 
there  is  no  erasure  under  the  two  words, 
"the  entire,"  which  would  leave  the  charter 
reading,  "International  Union  in  the  County 
of  Hudson  and  the  State  of  New  Jersey." 

That  is  your  charter  as  the  handwriting 
experts  find  it.  That  is  what  we  based  our 
decision  on  in  the  Board. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  other 
remarks? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  AIcSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's 
report  will  signify  by  saying,  "Aye";  con- 
trary, "No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is 
so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  COOK  (Local  348):  Reso- 
lution No.  16  referred  to  the  Grievance 
Committee  by  the  Resolutions  Committee 
regarding  the  jurisdiction  — 

DELEGATE  VOHDEN  (Local  102); 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  have  my  vote 
recorded  as  "No"  on  there. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  will  he 
done. 


J'  H  E    L  A  r  H  K 


159 


DELEGATE  COOK  (Mass.  Slate:  Coun- 
cil): Regarding  jurisdicUonal  dispute  be- 
tween Local  19  and  Local  74,  both  of  lllincjis. 

After  hearing  from  Brother  Buell,  rcijre- 
senting  Local  19,  also  Brothers  Moore  and 
Yoder  of  Local  74,  the  gist  of  the  testimony 
presented  there  was  some  years  back  rela- 
tive to  amalgamation  of  the  District  Coun- 
cil known  as  the  Wiiite  Citj'  Council  in  and 
around  Chicago. 

At  that  time  when  the  amalgamation  took 
place,  the  disputed  territory  was  in  one  of 
the  White  City  Council  locals.  Therefore,  it 
became  part  of  74's  jurisdicition.  So,  your 
Committee  rcommends,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
this  disputed  territory  be  awarded  to  Lo- 
cal 74. 

I  move  you  the  concurrence  of  the  Com- 
mittee's report. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  mo- 
tion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question?  Any  remarks? 

DELEGATE  BUELL  (Local  19):  Mr. 
President,  Local  19  has  always  been  sailing 
under  the  colors  of  the  International  Laws, 
the  By-laws.  That  is  our  guidance.  We  have 
men  in  that  territory  who  worked  there  be- 
fore that  amalgamation  took  place.  They  al- 
ways worked  there. 

There  was  no  question  raised  at  that  time 
over  that  territory.  I  don't  know  just  exactly 
the  date,  it  was  around  '25,  I  imagine,  that 
we  had  some  notice  from  some  place,  I  think 
it  was  74,  that  it  was  their  territory. 

We  have  never  had  an  agreement  between 
us  or  the  International  that  that  territory 
was  taken  over  by  74.  We  consider  that  Sec- 
tion 4  covers  that  half-way  between  locals, 
and  now  we  can't  go  in  there  and  work 
through  a  mistake  somewhere  along  the  line 
that  we  haven't  had  an  understanding.  It 
has  been  taken  up  before  the  Toronto  Con- 
vention. At  that  time  it  was  referred  back 
to  the  two  locals  to  get  together. 

Well,  Local  19  was  called  in  to  Local  74, 
before  a  Committee,  to  have  a  discussion  or 
a  settlement  on  that,  and  Local  19  sent  five 
delegates  to  meet  them.  We  went  up  there 
and  there  was  only  one  of  the  Committee 
of  74  represented.  We  haven't  had  a  decision 
from  our  International  concerning  that. 

We  wrote  to  President  A'lcSorley,  our 
■secretary  did,  and  asked  for  some  decision 


there,  and  he  in  turn  sent  Local  19  a  letter 
stating  that  he  would  take  it  up  with  74 
about,  I  imagine,  a  year  ago.  We  have  never 
heard  any  decision  yet,  and  they  claim  thai 
they  have  taken  these  locals  over. 

It  looks  to  me  as  if  they  claim  it  covers 
amalgamation.  We  ask  that  the  local  give 
up  their  territory  that  ought  to  be  in  our 
territory,  half-way  distance,  and  it  is  con- 
siderably over  half-way  between  us  and  74. 
any  way  you  might  take  it. 

We  want  what  is  right.  We  are  livinj; 
under  the  colors  of  our  International  or- 
ganization. We  have  no  other  guidance. 
There  is  nothing  in  there  to  state  anything 
about  amalgamation  in  the  Constitution.  So 
I  would  like  to  have  a  settlement  befort 
this  organization  today. 

We  don't  want  this  thing  popping  up  ever}' 
time  there  is  a  convention.  We  haven't  been 
able  to  get  anywhere  on  a  decision  with  74. 
While  we  are  friendly  with  Local  74,  we  have 
a  problem  in  the  way  of  jurisdiction. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  think  this  matter  is  covered  in  the 
International  Law  and,  concurrence  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee,  I  don't  see  where  ii 
means  anything  and  I  see  no  harm  in  it.  There- 
fore, I  am  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
remarks  ? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  just  want  to 
make  a  statement  before  the  question  is  decide<l 
in  reference  to  this  subject  matter.  There  was 
an  amalgamation  of  seven  local  unions  that 
were  formerly  affiliated  with  the  White  City 
District  Council  of  Chicago  and  vicinity.  Aftet 
these  locals  were  amalgamated,  we  decided  that 
the  territory  that  formerly  was  held  by  the 
local  unions,  which  took  part  in  the  amalga- 
mation, would  be  maintained  by  Local  74. 

I  explained  that  to  Brother  Buell  at  either 
LaSalle  or  Peoria.  I  also  explained  that  in  the 
same  way  to  Brother  Winn  at  either  LaSalle 
or  Peoria,  I  am  not  sure  at  just  which  con- 
vention. 

I  just  wanted  to  make  that  explanation  about 
the  position  of  the  International  Union  that, 
insofar  as  the  amalgamated  local  unions  are 
concerned,  we  have  always  held  to  the  policy 
that  the  territory  formerly  occupied  by  all  of 
the  local  unions  reverted  to  the  local  union 
that  was  made  into  one  local  as  a  result  of  the 
amalgamation.  I  just  want  to  make  that  clear. 
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DELEGATE  YODER  (Local  74)  :  1  believe 
the  content  of  the  question  is  a  matter  of  a 
small  territory  covering  the  City  of  Lamont. 
Lamont.  as  far  as  it  is  concerned,  wouldn't 
maintain  one  lath,  but  there  has  been  a  lot  of 
argument  with  Local  19  as  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  Lamont. 

Now,  during  the  settlement  of  the  Landis 
award  in  Chicago,  the  Building  Construction 
Employers,  the  Chicago  Building  Trades  Coun- 
cil, and  other  organizations,  agreed  that  Cook 
County  should  be  the  line  on  the  south,  and  the 
former  General  President  Bell,  myself,  and  1 
believe  our  present  General  President  were 
parties  to  agreeing  that  Cook  County  would 
be  covered  by  our  agreement. 

At  any  rate,  there  vras  an  agreement  signed 
with  the  proviso  that  the  International  Union 
guarantee  this  agreement  and  Local  74  to  cover 
Cook  County.  In  that  agreement  the  jurisdic- 
tion \vas  extended  a  few  miles.  These  few 
miles  covered  Lamont,  Illinois. 

I  personally,  and  I  believe  as  far  as  74  is 
concerned,  would  just  as  soon  give  this  juris- 
diction to  Joliet  Local  19,  if  they  will  police 
it;  that  is,  see  that  their  business  agent  takes 
proper  care  of  it.  However,  we  have  our  busi- 
ness agent  take  care  of  that  territory.  It  costs 
us  more  money  to  pay  our  business  agent  for 
taking  care  of  it  than  is  ever  returned  in  wages 
to  our  journeymen. 

I  don't  believe  that  Local  19  has  the  facili- 
ties nor  can  it  properly  police  this  territory, 
and  for  that  reason  I  have  always  been  in  favor 
of  Local  74  taking  care  of  it.  However,  if  Lo- 
cal 19  has  one  of  their  solicitors  going  into 
the  territory,  doing  any  work  there,  for  which 
I  think  Local  74  will  give  them  all  the  rights 
or  privileges  that  they  want,  they  can  take  all 
of  their  men  in. 

It  is  just  a  bad  situation.  Well,  there  are 
some  questions  that  I  don't  want  to  bring  up 
before  this  convention.  I  think  Brother  Buell 
will  agree  with  me  that  there  are  things  there 
that  we  shouldn't  bring  up.  I  think,  personally, 
that  if  the  question  is  brought  up  properly  be- 
tween representatives  of  Local  19  and  Local 
74,  that  we  can  thrash  them  out  and  come  to 
an  agreement. 

He  states  that  sometime  ago  we  were  sup- 
posed to  meet,  and  we  did,  and  I  happen 
to  be  one  of  the  Committeemen.  Along  with 
three  or  four  other  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Local  74,  we  met  and  there  were  one 
or  two  of  19's  Committee  present,  and  the  rep- 
resentatives of  19  then  agreed  that  we  couldn't 


come  to  an  agreement  because  there  weren't 
enough  members  present. 

1  don't  know  what  the  motion  is  before  the 
house,  but  I  would  be  in  favor  of  referring 
tin-  matter  back  to  the  two  locals  to  settle  be- 
tween themselves. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Question  has 
been  called  for.  Any  further  remarks?  If  not, 
the  question  recurs  on  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee.  All  those  in  favor 
will  signify  by  saying,  "Aye" ;  contrary,  "No." 
The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  COOK  (Local  348):  Mr. 
Chairman  that  concludes  the  Committee's  re- 
port. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  P.  Cook, 
A.  A.  Pelletier, 
R.  P.  Landers, 
John  L.  Young, 
John  Giesey, 
H.  D.  Brubaker, 
Knud  Aggerholm. 

I  move  j'ou,  sir,  that  the  Committee  be 
excused. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Laws. 

DELEGATE  CASE  (Local  47)  :  The  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions  is  ready  to  finish  their 
partial  report. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  :  Mr. 
Chairman  and  Delegates :  Resolution  No.  39, 
on  page  102  of  the  Wednesday  proceedings. 

"WHEREAS,  The  threatened  invasion  of  the 
C.I.O.  has  already  become  a  fact;  and 

"WHEREAS,  Immediate  action  by  the 
L.I.U.  is  essential  in  order  to  protect  our  in- 
terests and  counteract  C.I.O.  activity  as  quickly 
as  possible ;  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  proper  method  of  pro- 
ceeding with  this  idea  would  be  to  inaugurate 
a  concentrated  organizational  drive  —  the  first 
step  of  this  plan  being  the  placing  of  as  many 
organizers  into  the  field  as  income  permits; 
and 

"WHEREAS,  An  increase  in  the  Vice-Pres- 
idents is  desirable  in  order  to  facilitate  this 
filan; 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
the  Vice-Presidents  be  increased  from  9  to  12." 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence.  I 
move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  report, 
Mr.  Chairman. 
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DKIJiGATH  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  the  report  of 
the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  remarks? 

DELEGATE  ANDERSON  (Hoosier  State 
Council) :  Mr.  Chairman,  the  resolution  as 
adopted  by  the  Committee  is  well  taken.  From 
practical  experience  over  a  period  of  years,  I 
came  to  hnd  out  that  this  is  our  trouble :  Re- 
ferring back  to  yesterday's  session  of  the  con- 
vention, there  was  a  resolution  where  these 
vice-presidents  should  be  segregated  around 
different  parts  of  the  country,  which  was  de- 
feated and  lost. 

Now,  you  are  going  to  have  your  conten- 
tions and  your  troubles  arising  around  in  your 
localities  and  it  is  difficult  to  get  in  contact 
with  your  International  President,  your  Inter- 
national Union,  and  by  the  time  these  vice- 
presidents  arrive  in  your  jurisdictional  territory 
to  take  up  the  trouble  that  exists,  you  are 
whipped.  You  haven't  got  a  chance  due  to  the 
fact,  Brother  Chairman,  that  it  is  mandated 
in  your  law  that  all  local  unions  must  affiliate 
with  all  Building  Trades  Councils  and  such 
bodies  in  their  respective  states.  If  you  go  on 
a  question  which  pertains  to  your  craft  and 
you  are  affiliated  with  the  Building  Trades 
Council,  you  will  meet  in  a  dispute  with  the 
officials  and  representatives  of  that  Coimcil. 

They  will  tell  you  that  "your  craft  is  a  body 
of  the  entire  Building  Trades  Council  of  1912, 
and  you  are  going  to  cause  us  a  lot  of  trouble ; 
and  if  you  can  get  one  of  your  International 
vice-presidents  or  organizers  in  your  commun- 
ity in  a  period  of  about  twenty-four  hours, 
if  you  want  to  remain  affiliated  with  that  coun- 
cil and  be  in  good  standing  with  them,  you 
better  man  the  job  and  go  ahead  and  do  tht 
work." 

I  have  had  that  sad  experience  on  ever}- 
occasion  and  it  is  very  sad.  When  you  take 
your  men  off  of  a  job  and  tie  up  the  job, 
and  your  affiliation  with  the  local  council  forces 
you  to  keep  your  affiliation  with  that  council, 
to  re-man  that  job  and  take  a  licking  before 
your  International  representatives  can  come  in 
there  to  help  you  is  a  plentiful  licking  you 
take. 

Thank  you. 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
remarks? 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (Illinois  State 
Council) :  Mr.  Chairman,  the  question  of  in- 
creasing the  Executive  Council  to  my  mind 
has  nothing  to  do  with  what  the  previous 
speaker  has  stated.  It  is  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil because  the  vice-presidents  don't  say 
that  they  are  organizers,  nor  are  they  so 
designated  by  the  General  President. 

The  thought  that  strikes  me  is  this:  It  is 
a  question  of  revenue.  That  is  the  question. 
We  must  consider  revenue  in  the  increas- 
ing of  your  Executive  Council.  There  are 
several  resolutions  that  came  before  the  Res- 
olutions Committee  that  deal  on  this  question 
of  revenue,  both  pro  and  con,  against  the 
25  per  cent  to  take  care  of  an  organization 
fund  and  also  the  10  cent  increase  in  the 
per  capita  tax. 

Personally,  I  want  to  say  to  you  delegates 
this:  I  am  for  maintaining  the  fund  as  is; 
that  is,  the  organization  fund  to  take  care 
of  jurisdicitional  disputes  and  also  the  dues 
as  is,  to  take  care  of  the  insurance  of  the 
members  of  this  International  organization, 
but  at  the  same  time  I  have  the  vision  to 
see  that  we  are  going  to  decrease  that  rev- 
enue by  increasing  the  membership  on  the 
Executive  Council.  True,  it  goes  a  long  way 
to  some  of  the  states  and  some  zones  within 
the  United  States  and  Canada  that  there 
may  be  a  little  prestige  brought  to  bear 
where  there  is  a  member  of  that  zone  who 
shall  be  designated  as  vice-president  of  this 
International  Union,  but  at  the  same  time 
we  must  keep  in  mind.  Is  it  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  this  organization  at  this  time? 

As  I  stated  in  my  report,  as  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Council,  we  are  entering 
upon  a  catastrophe  in  the  Old  World.  We  do 
not  know  at  this  time  how  soon  we  will 
be  drawn  into  it.  I  hope  to  God  that  never 
will  be. 

But  at  the  same  time,  I  know  what  the 
building  conditions  are  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion that  I  represent.  I  know  it  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  financial  condition  of 
the  building  industry  when  there  is  a  dis- 
turbance on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
So,  therefore,  that  thing  all  reverts  back 
into  our  International  organization  and  with- 
in the  building  industry  in  its  entirety.  We 
can't  allow  the  membership  at  home,  the 
ones  that  you  and  I  represent,  to  say  that 
we  had  come  down  here  just  for  a  joy  ride. 
We  want  to  do  something  that  is  fundamental 
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and  sound  for  our  membership.  We  must 
have  the  vision  to  see  a  little  bit  further 
ahead. 

Oh,  yes,  it  was  brought  up  before  the 
Resolutions  Committee  this  morning  of  the 
increase  in  membership  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor. I  recall  very  vividly  at  that  time  of  the 
increase  of  membership  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor in  San  Francisco.  I  know  of  the  dis- 
cussions and  the  quarrels  that  had  taken 
place  when  the  resolution  had  come  before 
the  house.  I  know  the  action  of  the  Comit- 
tee  on  Law  to  increase  the  membership  of 
the  Executive  Council,  and  may  1  make  this 
statement:  that  the  members  of  this  Inter- 
national organization  that  were  present  at 
the  time  the  resolution  went  before  the  Com- 
mittee non-concurred  in  the  resolution.  And 
I  want  to  say  that  they  were  rushed  back 
in  there  by  John  L.  Lewis,  who  is  now  head 
of  the  C.LO.,  Matthew  WoU,  who  was  then 
the  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  and  I  want 
to  say  that  John  L.  Lewis  went  to  Green 
to  make  them  meet  and  reconsider  the  ac- 
tion that  they  had  taken  in  increasing  the 
membership  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Now,  gentlemen,  you  can  see  —  go  back 
(hose  few  years  —  there  has  been  chaos 
within  the  executive  family  between  Hutch- 
eson,  Tobin  and  John  L.  Lewis  for  power. 
It  is  a  matter  of  record.  And  when  we  came 
to  Atlantic  City  the  two  men  who  came 
down  the  aisle  to  attack  the  representative 
of  the  Pottery  Workers  from  Ohio  because 
he  was  in  defense  of  his  argument,  just  like 
I  am  here  at  the  present  time,  wanted  to 
annihilate  him.  Those  two  gentlemen  that 
did  that  were  foes  at  Atlantic  City,  and  here 
we  are  today  struggling  between  two  organ- 
izations of  lalior  on  this  American  con- 
tinent. 

I  don't  know  who  will  be  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Council  of  this  organiza- 
tion. That  is  immaterial  to  me  personally 
when  it  concerns  the  fundamental  facts  of 
taking  care  of  the  rank  and  file  of  this  or- 
ganization. I  don't  want  to  increase  the  mem- 
liership  nor  any  of  the  ofificials  of  this  or- 
ganization. Any  of  the  representatives  that 
are  out  in  the  field,  representing  an  organ- 
ization, know  what  they  have  to  contend 
with  when  they  meet  some  of  their  men  on 
the  job.  I  say  that  we  should  leave  this  as 


is  and  let  us  not  bring  any  disturbance  into 
our  organization,  because  we  will  liave 
enough  to  take  care  of  when  we  go  back 
home. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  further  remarks? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  ques- 
tion has  been  called  for.  Is  there  a  sufficient 
number?  There  is  a  sufficient  number.  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  will  signify  by  saying, 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

(The  following  delegates  wished  to  be 
recorded  as  voting  in  oppostion  to  the  re- 
port: Durell,  Local  28;  Moore,  Illinois  State 
Council;  Baker,  Local  36;  Plant,  Local  121; 
Hickey,  Local  446;  Buell,  Local  19;  Betz, 
Local  202;  Michael,  Local  103;  Koeppen, 
344;  Rodier,  Local  20;  Will.  222;  Wilbert, 
Local  64;  Stevenson,  Local  39). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Com 
mittee! 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Resolution 
No.  10  on  page  95  and  Resolution  No.  48  on 
page  104,  both  dealing  with  the  same  sub- 
ject. I  will  read  resolution  No.  10  first: 

RESOLVED,  that: 
"1.  As  an  economy  measure  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union  be  substantially 
reduced. 

"2.  The  twenty-five  cent  monthly  assess- 
ment per  member  for  organizational  pur- 
poses as  described  in  Section  93  of  our  In- 
ternational   Constitution   be  abolished." 

That  is  signed  by  Clarence  Sorenscn  and 
H.  W.  O'Neill,  and  introduced  by  L.  F.  Buell, 
Local  19. 

Resolution  No.  48,  signed  by  H.  J.  Hagen, 
Local  73 : 

"WHEREAS,  The  twenty-five  cent  assess- 
ment for  organizing  purposes  and  for  protect- 
ing our  jurisdictional  claims  expires  at  this 
convention  unless  renewed ;  and 

"WHEREAS,  Unless  this  assessment  is  con- 
tinued tlie  International  will  of  necessity  have 
to  curtail  organizational  work  in  order  to  have 
sufficient  funds  on  hand  to  pay  all  death  bene- 
fits, 

"THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
the  twenty-five  cent  assessment  be  continued." 
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Mr.  Oiairniaii,  the  Committee  recommeiuls 
non-concurrence  in  Resolution  No.  10,  and  rec- 
ommends concurrence  in  Resolution  No.  48, 
witli  the  added  words,  to  the  last  resolve,  "until 
the  next  convention,"  making  the  resolve  read 
thus: 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
the  twenty-five  cent  assessment  be  continued 
until  the  next  convention." 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee  re- 
port, Mr.  Cliairman. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
Are  there  any  remarks?  All  those  in  favor  will 
give  the  usual  consent  by  saying,  "Aye";  con- 
trary. The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY :  Resolution  No. 
18,  on  page  97,  introduced  by  Hubert  L.  Con- 
nor, Local  72  —  resolution  has  been  withdrawn 
at  the  request  of  the  sponsor. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  any 
objection  to  that  course?  There  appearing  to 
be  none,  it  will  be  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY :  Resolution  No. 
23  on  page  98 — this  resolution  has  been  with- 
dravm  by  the  sponsor.  I  move  that  be  the  ac- 
tion of  the  convention,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  any 
objection  to  that  course  on  this  resolution? 

DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-State  Dis- 
trict Council)  :  I  would  like  to  speak  on  that. 
I  withdrew  that  resolution  in  favor  of  other 
resolutions  that  are  similar  to  it  that  will  be 
brought  up. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection  that  will  be  the  course. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46)  :  I 
move  that  we  suspend  the  rules  and  go  into 
the  election  of  officers  immediately. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  just  want  to 
make  a  statement  that  of  course  any  law  that 
is  put  into  effect  at  this  convention  doesn't 
become  operative  until  December,  but  it  is  al- 
ways permissible,  if  j'ou  want  to  suspend  the 
rules  and  go  into  an  election  of  officers,  under 
that  order.  So  we  will  put  it  to  a  vote  of  the 
delegates  to  the  convention. 


DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  Does  it 
require  a  two-thirds  vote? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Nothing  in 
this  convention  requires  a  two-thirds  vote.  All 
those  in  favor  of  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
and  proceeding  with  the  nomination  and  elec- 
tion of  officers  will  signify  by  saying,  "Aye"; 
contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  s© 
ordered. 

Under  the  action  of  the  convention  we  shall 
now  proceed  with  the  nomination  and  election 
of  officers. 

(First  Vice-President  Moore  took  the 
Chair.) 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT  MOORE:  The 
delegates  will  please  come  to  order. 

SECRETARY  FORD :  The  first  nomination 
in  order  will  be  that  of  General  President. 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT  MOORE:  The 
first  nomination,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary, 
will  be  for  General  President  of  our  Interna- 
tional organization. 

Brother  Case! 

DELEGATE  CASE  (Local  47)  :  Brother 
Moore,  Gentlemen  of  this  convention.  Brother 
Members  of  this  Convention:  I  want  to  say 
to  you  that  I  have  had  bestowed  upon  me  again 
one  of  the  greatest  privileges  that  I  come  in 
contact  with  in  this  entire  labor  movement.  You 
all  know  who  the  man  is  that  I  am  going  to 
nominate.  I  have  known  him  now  for  about  37 
years,  to  be  exact.  I  want  to  say  to  you  that  I 
have  had  a  whole  lot  of  experience  dealing  with 
the  interests  of  our  International  organization, 
the  Building  Trades  Department  and  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  I  do  not 
know  of  another  man  that  can  measure  up  to 
all  of  what  I  am  expressing  who  compares 
with  the  present  President  of  our  organization. 

I  did  say  this,  that  I  wouldn't  go  into  too 
much  eulogy,  knowing  there  is  so  much  more 
work  to  be  done  in  this  convention,  but  I  say 
to  you  this:  I  know  this  man,  having  worked 
with  him  throughout  Ohio  for  about  30-odd 
years,  know  how  he  deals  with  all  situations 
that  are  of  importance  to  our  organization.  I 
know  what  his  activity  has  been  in  the  pro- 
tection of  our  organization  on  jurisdiction  af- 
fairs. I  know  how  everybody  in  the  Building 
Trades  Department  and  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  worships  Brother  McSorley.  And 
this  is  no  mis-statement.  It  is  a  great  pleasure 
to  me  to  have  this  honor  again,  Brother 
McSorley,  and  I  nominate  you  as  President  of 
our  International  organization. 

(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded.) 
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DELEGATE  KLINK  (Westcliester  District 
Council)  :  I  happen  to  have  known  him  40 
years,  and  I  worked  on  the  scaffold  with  him 
when  he  wore  a  big  hat  like  the  Mayor  of 
New  York  City,  and  also  a  swallow  tail  coat, 
and  I  want  to  ask  that  46  be  put  on  record  as 
seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother  McSorley. 
(Applause.) 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  want  to  concur  in  the  remarks 
of  the  previous  speakers  when  they  say  that 
there  isn't  a  man  in  this  organization  who 
is  as  capable  as  President  McSorley  to  hold 
the  office  of  President,  and  I  want  to  assure 
him  and  you  delegates  that  just  so  long  as 
he  desires  to  remain  the  President  of  our 
organization  he  has  support  of  the  state  of 
Missouri  and  myself  and  all  of  my  friends. 
(Applause). 

DELEGATE  BUDD  (New  Jersey  State 
Council) :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  get  up 
as  a  representative  of  the  New  Jersey  State 
Council  of  Lathers  to  go  on  record  as  also 
for  the  entire  state  endorsing  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  McSorley  for  General  Pres- 
ident. (Applause). 

DELEGATE  GALLIVAN  (Hudson  Val- 
ley District  Council):  For  the  help  that  our 
General  President  has  given  us  in  improving 
that  large  area  in  the  Hudson  Valley  that 
we  have  jurisdiction  over,  we  take  great 
pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomination  of  Pres- 
ident McSorley.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  COOK  (Massachusetts 
State  Council):  The  Massachusetts  State 
Council  wishes  to  go  on  record  as  seconding 
the  nomination  of  President  McSorley.  (Ap- 
plause). 

DELEGATE  VANDERHOFF  (Buckeye 
State  Council):  The  Buckeye  State  Council 
goes  on  record  as  seconding  this  nomina- 
tion. 

DELEGATE  YODER  (Local  74):  I 
know  that  all  the  members  of  Local  74  are 
in  hearty  accord  with  me  when  I  second  the 
nomination  of  Brother  McSorley.  Inasmuch 
as  it  appears,  or  is,  rather,  unanimous,  I 
move  you  that  our  General  President, 
Brother  McSorley,  be  elected  by  acclama- 
tion. 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT  MOORE: 
I  see  you  men  are  just  getting  a  little  bit 
ahead  of  yourselves.  You  don't  give  the  op- 


portunity for  the  Chairman  to  ask  if  there 
are  any  further  nominations.  You  are  just 
driving  ahead.  So  I  am  going  to  ask  for 
further  nominations.  If  anybody  wants  to 
make  a  motion  then  you  are  privileged  to 
do  so. 

DELEGATE  YODER:  1  move  that  the 
nominations  be  closed  on  the  nomination  of 
Brother  McSorley  and  it  be  the  unanimous 
vote  of  this  convention  for  his  reelection. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT  MOORE: 
It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  nominations  be  closed  for  General 
President  of  this  International  organization 
and  that  a  unanimous  vote  be  cast  by  the 
Secretary  for  William  J.  McSorley  as  Inter- 
national President  of  this  International  or- 
ganization. You  have  heard  the  motion.  Arc 
you  ready  for  the  question? 

DELEGATE  DUTY  (Local  33):  I  don't 
claim  that  we  have  the  most  lathers  in  the 
world,  and  I  want  to  say  that  we  are  for 
President  McSorley,  but  we  do  say  that 
President  McSorley  comes  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  I  represent  the  best  lathers  in  the 
International  Union.  (Laughter  and  ap- 
plause). 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT  MOORE: 
All  in  favor  of  the  motion  signify  by  say- 
ing, "Aye";  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes" 
have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded). 

SECRETARY  FORD:  At  the  request  of 
this  convention,  I  cast  the  unanimous  ballot 
of  this  convention  for  William  J.  McSorley 
as  General  President.  (Applause). 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT  MOORE: 
President  McSorley,  I  wish  you  happy 
greetings  and  good  luck  during  your  official 
term  in  office. 

(President  McSorely  resumed  the  Chair). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Thank  you. 

All  I  can  say  is  that  I  want  to  thank  you, 
and  my  efforts  in  the  future  will  be  those 
of  the  past.  I  will  try  to  do  everything  that 
I  can  possibly  do  in  order  to  merit  the  con- 
fidence that  you  have  reposed  in  me.  As  I 
stated  before,  my  efforts  in  the  future  will 
be  those  of  the  past  to  at  all  times  try  and 
promote  the  interests  of  the  lathing  industry 
in  general  throughout  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

Thank  you.  (Applause), 
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The  next  is  the  nomination  and  election  of 
First  Vice-President.   Brotlier  Kodier! 

DELEGATE  ROUIER  (Local  20):  Mr. 
Chairman,  Brothers,  as  Chairman  of  the  Il- 
linois State  Council  of  Lathers,  I  consider 
it  an  honor  and  a  pleasure  to  place  the  name 
of  the  man  in  nomination  for  first  Vice- 
President  of  our  International  Union.  This 
man  that  I  am  going  to  speak  about  I  have 
known  for  a  good  many  years.  I  have 
worked  with  this  Brother  at  his  trade  and  I 
have  worked  with  him  on  the  scaffold.  I 
have  gone  around  with  him.  We  have  trav- 
eled this  country  as  the  old  lathers  used  to 
travel  it  when  we  had  to  come  to  the  con- 
vention in  box  cars.  I  was  just  reading  a 
little  article  in  the  proceedings  of  the  1926 
convention  of  a  deceased  brother  who  used 
to  be  an  International  officer  in  this  organ- 
ization. Brother  Edward  Murphy  —  you  all 
know  him.  He  states  in  that  proceedings  that 
he  does  not  know  of  a  man  in  the  Inter- 
national Union  who  has  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity any  more  than  George  T.  IVToore. 

Brothers,  at  this  time  I  want  to  say  to 
you  that  we  are  in  a  fight  with  a  dual  organ- 
ization that  is  trying  to  come  in  and  encroach 
upon  the  building  trades  of  our  trade.  That 
is  the  C.I.O.,  and  as  you  all  know,  the  First 
Vice-President  automatically  is  a  delegate 
to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Since  1929  this  brother  has  fulfilled  his 
obligations,  as  I  find,  one  hundred  per  cent, 
and  I  want  to  go  on  record  at  this  time  as 
Chairman  of  the  Illinois  State  Council  of 
Lathers  to  nominate  George  T.  Moore,  Sec- 
retary-Tresaurer  of  the  Illinois  State  Council 
of  Lathers,  as  First  Vice-President  of  our 
organization. 

I  thank  you.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
an>-  further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  KLINK  Westchester  Dis- 
trict Council) :  I  would  like  to  nominate  a 
man  that  I  know  personally  for  the  last  15 
or  20  years.  He  is  a  business  agent  of  a  large 
city  within  the  confines  of  the  International 
Union,  and  for  years  and  years  he  has  been 
very  active  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
Lathers,  not  alone  in  the  Southern  territory 
but  all  over  the  United  States. 

He  has  educated  some  of  our  younger 
apprentices  into  the  art  of  metal  lathing.  He 
is  also  well  known  to  all  the  General  Presi- 


dents of  the  International  Unions  ihrougliout 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  He  has  up- 
lifted the  lathing  business  and  he  has  made 
a  grand  business  agent  in  the  locality  in 
which  he  resides  and  which  he  represents. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  and  honor  to 
nominate  for  First  Vice-President  Harry  J. 
Hagen.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother 
Hagen  has  been  nominated? 

DELEGATE  KRESS  (Local  30):  Brother 
Klink  says  that  he  has  known  this  brother 
for  the  last  fiften  years.  I  worked  on  the 
scaffold  with  Harry  Hagen  25  years  ago.  I 
watched  him  come  up  through  the  Lathers' 
International  Union  rather  closely  in  those 
last  25  years.  I  did  lose  track  of  him  for 
a  short  time  when  he  was  establishing  him- 
self in  St.  Louis,  but  1  have  watched  him 
closely  since  he  has  been  in  St.  Louis.  I 
know  the  work  he  has  done  in  St.  Louis,  I 
know  the  work  that  he  has  done  for  the 
Lathers'  International  Union,  and  it  is  a 
great  pleasure  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  rise 
and  second  that  nomination. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190): 
Without  casting  any  aspersions  or  criticisms 
upon  Brother  Hagen  as  a  nominee  for  First 
Vice-President,  I  rise  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  George  T.  Moore.  I  do  this 
sincerely,  and  for  the  following  reason:  I 
do  not  envy  the  incoming  leadership.  They 
are  going  to  be  confronted  with  a  more 
serious  task  in  the  next  three  years  than 
we  have  been  confronted  with  in  the  past 
three  years.  He  has  not  observed  what  the 
developments  in  this  great  nation  are  who 
does  not  know  that  there  is  a  tremendous 
wave  of  reaction  by  the  anti-labor  forces 
rolling  over  the  entire  country,  and  that  there 
are  those  who  are  developing  Fascist  ten- 
dencies to  destroy  the  American  labor  move- 
inent  and  our  International  as  well. 

We  are  going  to  face  a  period  where  unity 
within  the  ranks  of  labor  and  every  Inter- 
national Union  and  its  locals  is  imperative, 
and  where  we  must  submerge  our  own  petty 
grievances  for  the  common  endeavor  and 
task  to  protect  and  advance  the  American 
labor  movement  in  the  face  of  this  reaction 
This  is  also  true  by  virtue  of  the  war  situa- 
ation,  and  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  there  are 
forces  in  this  country  that  are  going  to  use 
all  means  at  their  disposal  to  involve  this 
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country  in  that  war.  With  it  comes  restric- 
tions and  dictatorial  poHcies  that  will  restrain 
and  restrict  the  free  operation  of  the  trade 
union  movement. 

Let  us  cast  our  minds  over  the  past  13 
years  and  see  if  we  can  learn  certain  lessons 
that  are  to  guide  us  as  to  what  we  ought 
to  do  in  this  convention  to  select  our  leader- 
ship in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  definitely 
proven  that  we  have  established  unity  be- 
tween the  contending  groups  in  this  conven- 
tion in  the  interest  of  the  rank  and  file  whom 
we  represent  and  whose  nickels  and  dimes 
out  of  their  hard-earned  money  goes  to 
finance  this  great  militant  and  progressive 
organization. 

In  Atlantic  City  —  and  there  is  where  my 
criticism  comes  in  —  one  group  of  delegates, 
sincerely  perhaps,  rode  rough-shod  over 
another  group  of  delegates.  Oh,  yes,  it  is 
true  that  caucuses  are  held  all  through  the 
United  States  in  the  trade  union  movement, 
but  there  are  limitations  to  caucuses.  They 
must  in  the  final  analysis  be  submerged  to 
the  collective  interests  of  our  Union,  they 
must  be  submerged  to  use  the  collective  in- 
telligence and  determination  of  our  great 
organization  to  advance  the  social  and  eco- 
nomical welfare  of  our  Union  upon  the  basis 
of  practical  unity  that  demonstrates  that  we 
can  submerge  our  differences  even  though 
they  may  be  hammered  out  in  groups,  in 
caucuses. 

After  the  Atlantic  City  convention,  we 
found  a  similar  situation,  perhaps  more  con- 
ciliatory, at  least  to  the  point  where  they 
did  bargain  with  one  another.  In  Toronto 
the  group  who  had  been  rode  down,  you 
might  say,  by  the  group  in  Atlantic  City,  felt 
that  they,  too,  were  going  to  show  that  they 
could  organize  very  efficiently  to  make 
themselves  felt.  Now  you  have  both  had 
your  fun,  if  you  may  call  it  that.  You  both 
tested  your  strength  and  now  the  time  has 
come  to  test  the  strength  of  your  ability 
and  sincerity,  and  I  speak  sincerely,  because 
when  I  leave  this  convention  I  am  going 
back  to  a  community  that  is  going  to  go 
through  the  acid  test  as  no  other  city  has 
ever  done  in  the  American  labor  movement, 
where  the  wave  of  reaction  is  rolling  up 
hundreds  of  loyal  men  thrown  into  jail  and 
framed  on  trumped  and  framed-up  charges, 
and  there  we  know  the  value  of  united  ac- 
tion. 

I  plead  with  you  that  it  be  dcinnnst rated 


here  today,  even  if  you  have  to  recess  ioi 
ten  mintues  to  talk  this  thing  over.  It  is 
not  the  importance  of  Hagen.  It  is  ni)t  the 
importance  of  George  T.  Moore.  It  is  tin 
importance  of  demonstrating  that  you  can 
yield  for  the  common  and  collective  good 
of  our  International.  I  do  not  mean  thereby 
that  should  this  not  occur  and  Brother 
Moore  not  be  elected  that  you  are  incap 
able  of  doing  the  work  and  task  and  tin 
responsibility  that  will  be  placed  upon  youi 
shoulders,  but  don't  forget  the  rank  and  file 
of  our  movement.  They  will  be  pleased,  tlie> 
will  be  inspired  by  your  example. 

You  speak  of  the  C.I.O.  After  all,  ilu: 
battle  will  be  fought  out  in  the  various  com- 
munities jointly  with  the  rest  of  the  labor 
movement,  because  there  is  no  progressive 
reason  whatsoever  on  the  part  of  the  C.I.O. 
to  invade  the  field  of  the  building  and  con- 
struction industry,  which  is  a  reactionary 
movement  on  their  part.  Whatever  friends 
they  might  have  had  within  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
because  of  the  progressive  part  that  they 
played  in  certain  sections  of  the  industry, 
they  have  thrown  out  through  the  window 
by  this  act.  I  feel  confident  that  not  only 
can  this  International  Union  demonstrate 
that  progressive  and  militant  united  action 
which  it  will  need,  but  I  am  confi<lent  that 
in  these  United  States  the  entire  two  forces 
of  the  American  labor  movement  will  be 
united  and  we  will  have  one  united  move- 
ment. If  we  don't  do  that  you  can  be  sure 
that  reaction  is  going  to  take  advantage 
of  it. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  am  SL'condin.u 
the  nomination  of  Brother  George  T.  Moore, 
and  I  plead  with  the  Eastern  delcuutinn  and 
the  others  that  you  seriously  consi.iti  ihis 
question.  You  will  have  enougii  rc!)rcsen- 
tatives  on  the  Board.  I  think  every  one  of  us 
knows  that  if  it  is  going  to  resi  upon  the 
strength  of  votes  you  have  it  all  \n\n  way. 
I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  Im  -.ay  tliat 
I  am  confident  that  our  union  locals  licrc  in 
New  York  and  the  state  of  New  .lof^cy,  as 
well  as  others,  are  going  to  do  their  iitmo.st 
to  assist  us  in  Minneapolis  to  britv.  nh<nit 
the  release  and  vindication  of  our  p(  r>iiic.  and 
it  is  in  the  same  spirit  that  T  [jIct!  with 
you  that  if  necessary  we  recess  a-id  go  over 
this  question  before  the  final  vote  is  taken 
T  thank  you.  (Applause.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Ar.-  there  an> 
furtlicr  nominations' 
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UKLEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46)  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  as  a 
representative  of  Local  46  to  stand  before  tliis 
group  and  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Harry  Hagen.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY  :  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  HICKEY  (Local  446):  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  second  the  nom- 
ination of  George  T.  Moore.  I  have  worked 
with  Brother  Moore  for  a  great  many  years, 
especially  when  I  was  representing  the  State 
Council  for  him.  There  never  was  a  time  when 
any  man  needed  help  but  what  George  Moore 
helped  down  there.  He  got  that  help  immedi- 
ately. He  is  honest,  he  is  upright.  I  can't  for 
the  life  of  me  think  that  anybody  could  say 
anything  against  him.  For  that  reason  I  am 
just  happy  to  have  a  chance  to  second  the  nom- 
ination of  Brother  Moore. 

DELEGATE  VODER  (Local  74)  :  I  am 
surely  happy  to  be  able  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  Moore,  knowing  that  it  is  the 
will  of  the  great  majority  of  Local  74,  the 
second  largest  local  in  this  organization.  Broth- 
er Moore  has  been  the  representative  of  our 
local  for  many  years.  He  has  represented  our 
local  very  efficiently,  as  is  evidenced  by  his  re- 
election on  many  occasions.  He  most  assuredly 
has  represented  this  International  as  First  Vice- 
President  efficiently,  as  is  evidenced  by  his  re- 
election on  a  number  of  occasions.  I  don't  think 
that  we  can  get  a  man  who  would  have  more 
confidence  placed  in  him  by  our  general  rank 
and  file.  I  don't  think  I  can  say  a  great  deal 
more.  I  know  that  if  he  is  re-elected  he  will 
do  everything  in  his  power  to  properly  rep- 
resent all  of  the  members  of  our  International 
Union. 

DELEGATE  McCANN  (Local  5)  :  I  move 
the  nominations  be  closed. 

(The  motion  was  du\y  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  nomina- 
tions be  closed  on  Brothers  George  T.  Moore 
and  Harry  Hagen.  You  have  heard  the  mo- 
tion. Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?  All  those 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  say- 
ing, "Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and 
it  is  so  ordered. 

I  will  appoint  Brother  Herschell,  Brother 
Clother  and  Brother  Wilbert  as  tellers  for  the 
election.  The  Secretary  will  proceed  to  call  the 


roll  and  the  deleKalcs  Will  walk  up  licre  and 
.hop  their  ballots  on  the  table  in  front  of  us 

here. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  convention 
will  please  be  in  order.  The  Secretary  will  pro- 
ceed to  call  the  roll. 

(Secretary  Ford  called  the  roll). 

SECRETARY  FORD:  That  closes  the  roll 
call,  Mr.  Chairman. 

(The  tellers  proceeded  to  count  the  vote). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  The  convention 
will  please  be  in  order.  The  Secretary  will  an- 
nounce the  result  of  the  vote. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  There  were  a  total 
of  1.S6  ballots  cast;  for  Harry  Hagen,  116, 
and  for  George  Moore,  40. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  Under  the  law, 
the  tellers  will  take  the  ballots  out  and  bum 
them. 

Delegate  Hagen,  having  received  the  highest 
number  of  votes,  is  declared  elected  First  Vice- 
President  for  the  ensuing  term. 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (Illinois  State  Coun- 
cil) :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  arise  at  this  time  to 
make  a  motion  that  Brother  Hagen  be  elected 
First  Vice-President  by  unanimous  vote.  (Ap- 
plause). 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded.) 
(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  election 
of  Brother  Hagen  be  made  unanimous.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  m 
favor  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying  "Aye" ; 
contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN:  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
would  like  to  say  a  word :  I  want  you  to  know 
that  I  fully  appreciate  the  responsibilities  of  the 
office  of  First  Vice-President,  and  I  am  deeply 
appreciative  to  this  convention  for  electing  me 
to  this  office.  I  want  to  assure  you  that  I  will 
do  everything  within  my  power  to  advance  the 
the  interests  of  the  men  who  have  made  it  pos- 
sible for  us  to  assemble  here  —  the  men  in 
overall s.  (Applause ) . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Next  is  the 
nomination  of  a  Second  Vice-President. 
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DELEGATE  MARDEN  (Golden  State 
Dist.  Council):  Mr.  President,  Brothers:  I 
arise  to  place  in  nomination  a  brother  whom 
we  in  California  have  found  very  faithful  to 
the  trust  imposed  in  him,  and  we  hope  that 
tlie  rest  of  us  from  other  parts  of  the  country 
will  bear  with  us.  I  nominate  Brother  Neil 
Haggcrty. 

(The  nomination  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Neil  Haggerty 
has  been  nominated.  Are  there  any  further 
nominations? 

DELEGATE  MOORE:  I  arise  at  this  time 
to  second  the  nomination  of  Cornelius  J.  Hag- 
gerty. It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  get  up  here 
and  ask  tliat  you  at  least  retain  one  man  who, 
I  think,  is  an  asset  to  your  Executive  Board. 
I  hope  that  you  have  a  lot  of  luck,  and  that 
you  will  go  along  with  him,  as  he  was  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  during  my  regime,  and 
that  is  the  reason  why  I  get  up  here  to  sec- 
ond the  nomination  of  Cornelius  J.  Haggerty. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46)  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  representative  of  Local  46, 
we  would  like  to  say  that  we  second  the  nom- 
ination of  Cornelius  Haggerty  as  Second  Vice- 
President. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY : :  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  MASO  (Local  143)  :  I  move 
that  the  nominations  be  closed. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

DELEGATE  CONNOR  (Local  72):  I 
would  also  like  to  second  the  nomination. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  nom- 
inations for  Second  Vice-President  be  closed. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question?  All  those  in  favor  of  closing 
nominations  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"Aye";  contrary.  It  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  MOORE:  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
make  a  motion  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed 
to  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  this  conven- 
tion for  Cornelius  J.  Haggerty. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  Secretary  be  in- 
structed to  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  this 


convention  for  Brother  Neil  Haggerty  as  Sec- 
ond Vice-President.  You  have  heard  the  mo- 
tion. Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"Aye" ;  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  At  the  request  of 
tiiis  convention,  I  hereby  cast  the  unanimous 
ballot  for  Neil  Haggerty  as  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  And  I  hereby 
declare  him  elected.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman, 
may  I  express  my  gratitude  at  the  confidence 
which  has  been  displayed  in  me  by  this  organ- 
ization, particularly  by  the  boys  from  Cali- 
fornia, with  whom  I  have  worked  so  long? 

I  have  had  some  good  fortune  in  the  past 
four  or  five  years  in  California,  serving  as  the 
District  Building  Trades  Council's  Secretary 
and  President  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor. 
I  have  never  forgotten  that  I  am  a  lather  first, 
last  and  always.  In  my  work  for  this  organi- 
zation, I  trust  that  I  may  in  the  years  to  come 
maintain  the  same  confidence  that  you  have  in 
me  at  this  time.  (Applau.se). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Next  is  the 
nomination  and  election  of  a  Third  Vice-Pres- 
ident. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  I  move 
that  if  there  are  no  opponents,  the  man  nom- 
inated be  automatically  given  the  unanimous 
vote  of  this  convention. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection  to  that  course,  after  the  name  is 
placed  in  nomination,  we  will  be  governed  by 
the  procedure.  Is  there  objection  to  it?  There 
appears  to  be  none. 

Next  is  the  nomination  and  election  of  a 
Third  Vice-President. 

DELEGATE  BAGE  (Local  80)  :  I  arise  at 
this  time  to  place  in  nomination  a  man  whom 
we  all  know,  not  only  in  Western  Pennsylvania, 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York,  but  all 
over  the  country,  and  he  is  no  other  than  our 
old  friend,  Joseph  H.  Duty  of  Local  33,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 
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UELEGATli  liRODEUR  (Tri  State  Dis- 
trict Council):  Mr.  Cliairnian,  as  a  represen- 
tative of  the  other  section  representing  tiif 
Tri  State  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  1  would 
liUe  to  go  on  record  as  secondiuR  tiie  nonii- 
nalion  of  Brother  Duty. 

DKLI-X;.\TE  MASO  (Local  143)  :  I  move 
that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  nom- 
inations be  closed.  You  have  heard  the  motion. 
Is  there  any  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye" ;  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is 
so  ordered. 

The  Secretary  will  cast  the  unanimous  ballot 
of  this  convention  for  Brother  Joe  Duty  as 
Third  Vice-President. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  1  hereby  cast  the 
unanimous  ballot  of  this  convention  for  Joseph 
H.  Duty  as  Tiiird  Vice-President  of  our  Inter- 
national Union. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  And  I  hereby 
declare  him  elected. 

Next  is  the  nomination  and  election  of  a 
Fourth  Vice-President. 

DELEGATE  CONNOR  (Local  72)  :  I  wish 
to  have  the  pleasure  at  this  time  to  place  in 
nomination  the  name  of  John  P.  Cook  for 
Fourth  Vice-President. 

(The  nomination  was  duly  seconded). 

DELEGATE  BURKE  (Local  142)  :  I  wish 
to  second  the  nomination. 

(It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  nominations 
for  Fourth  Vice-President  be  closed). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  nomina- 
tions for  Fourth  Vice-President  be  closed.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is 
so  ordered. 

The  Secretary  will  cast  the  unanimous 
ballot  of  this  convention  for  Brother  John 
P.  Cook  as  Fourth  Vice-President. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  At  the  request  of 
this  convention  I  hereby  cast  the  unanimous 


ballot  of  the  convention  for  John  1'.  Cook 
as  Fourth  Vice-President  of  our  Interna- 
tional Union. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  And  I  here- 
liy  declare  him  elected.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  COOK:  I  wish  to  thank  the 
convention  for  the  honor  it  has  done  me. 
I  will  endeavor  to  fulfill  the  obligations  of 
my  ofifice  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Thank  you.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Next  is  the 
nomination  and  election  of  a  Fifth  Vice-Pres- 
ident. 

DELEGATE  COHEN  (Local  244):  I 
arise  at  this  time  to  place  in  nomination  a 
man  of  long  standing  and  experience,  a  man 
who  has  held  office  in  his  own  Local  Union 
as  secretary,  business  agent,  and  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Building  Trades  Council.  It  is 
a  pleasure  and  an  honor  to  put  in  nomina- 
tion at  this  convention  the  name  of  Ora 
Kress. 

(The  nomination  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  Ora 
Kress  has  been  nominated.  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  T 
want  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Ora  Kress,  a  man  with  whom  I  worked  on 
the  scaffolding  more  than  twenty-five  years 
ago.  I  know  of  no  labor  leader  in  this  coun- 
try, particularly  in  the  Lathers'  Union,  who 
is  more  honest  or  loyal  or  aggressive  than 
is  Brother  Kress.  He  has  proven  by  his 
activities  as  an  organizer  that  he  has  the 
required  ability,  and  it  is,  therefore,  a  privi- 
lege and  an  honor  for  me  to  second  his 
nomination.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE    MASO    (Local    143);  I 
move  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
(The  motion   was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  nom- 
inations be  closed  for  the  oflfice  of  Fifth 
Vice-President.  You  have  heard  the  motion. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

The  Secretary  will  cast  the  unanimous  bal- 
lot of  this  convention. 


170 


THE  LATHER 


SECKETARV  FORD:  At  the  request  of 
this  convention,  I  hereby  cast  the  unanimous 
ballot  for  Fifth  Vice-President  of  the  Inter- 
national Union,  Ora  Kress. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  And  1  here- 
by declare  him  elected. 

DELEGATE  KRESS:  In  expressing  my 
appreciation  to  the  delegates  to  this  con- 
vention, I  want  to  say  that  in  the  last  few 
years  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  devote  some 
of  my  time  to  the  interests  of  the  Inter- 
national Union.  In  that  time  I  have  come  in 
contact  with  men  from  all  sections  of  this 
country,  especially  the  eastern  part.  I  have 
sometimes  wondered  in  my  activities  for 
the  International  Union,  whether  I  was 
satisfactorily  performing  the  job  that  I  was 
assigned  to.  No  doubt  I  have  made  some 
mistakes  during  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
but  what  mistakes  I  have  made  I  want  to 
assure  you  that  they  have  been  mistakes 
of  the  mind  and  not  of  the  heart. 

I  hope  that  I  will  be  able  to  continue 
this  service  for  the  duration  of  my  term 
as  I  have  in  the  past.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Next  is  the 
nomination  and  election  of  a  Sixth  Vice- 
President. 

DELEGATE  MULLANE  (Local  67): 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Brother  Delegates:  Three 
years  ago,  the  State  of  New  Jersey  recom- 
mended to  the  Toronto  convention  the  name 
of  a  man  who,  they  knew,  was  fully  quali- 
fied to  carry  out  the  duties  and  responsibil- 
ities of  the  office  of  Vice-President.  Today, 
you  know  that  this  man  has  carried  that  out 
successfully.  He  has  proven  in  every  way 
capable  of  doing  a  good  job,  as  he  has  done 
for  us  lathers  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
It  is  a  great  honor  and  privilege  to  place  in 
nomination  for  Sixth  Vice-President  Brother 
Sal  Maso.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Sal  Maso 
has  been  nominated.  Are  there  any  further 
nominations? 

DELEGATE  VOHDEN  (Local  102): 
I  arise  to  second  the  nomination  of  Sal  Maso 
who  is  highly  respected  by  all  the  Building 
Trades  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  well 
liked  by  the  rank  and  file. 

Making  rapid  strides  in  Building  Trades 
Councils,  he  is  Vice-President  of  the  New 
Jersey  State  Building  &  Construction  Coun- 


cil, and  now  aspires  to  re-election  as  an  In- 
ternational officer,  seeking  the  office  of  Sixth 
Vice-President  of  our  International  Union. 

It,  therefore,  affords  me  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  to  second  the  nomination  of  our 
own  Sal  Maso  for  Sixth  Vice-President  of 
our  International  Union. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  further  nominations?  If  not,  a  motion 
is  in  order  that  nominations  be  closed. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I 
move  that  nominations  be  closed  on  Brother 
Maso. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  mo- 
tion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  nominations  be 
closed  for  the  office  of  Sixth  Vice-President 
on  Brother  Sal  Maso.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  say- 
ing, "Aye";  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes" 
have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  Secretary  will  cast  the  unanimous 
ballot  for  Sal  Maso. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  As  instructed,  I 
hereby  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  this 
convention  for  the  Sixth  Vice-President  in 
the  name  of  Sal  Maso. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  1  hereby 
declare  him  elected.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  MASO  (Local  143):  Mr. 
Chairman  and  Delegates  to  this  Convention: 
I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  apprecia- 
tion that  you  saw  fit  to  send  me  back  as  an 
International  Vice-President.  I  wish  to  as- 
sure you  that  I  will  continue  to  be  im- 
partial and  fair  in  all  my  dealings.  Thank 
you.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Next  is  the 
nomination  and  election  of  the  Seventh 
Vice-President. 

DELEGATE  GALLAGHER  (Local 
2.S0) :  I  place  in  nomination  a  young  man 
of  promise  in  our  International  Union,  whom 
we  admire  for  his  thorough  job  that  he  is 
doing  down  in  Westchester  County,  which 
has  been  reflected  in  the  good  work  he  has 
done  in  the  field  for  L.I.LT.  in  the  past  three 
years.  I  want  to  give  yon  Tack  Langan! 
(Applause). 
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I'KliSlUKNT  McSUKLKY:  Arc  ihcri' 
any  furllier  nominalions? 

DELEGATE  HIGNIGHT  (Lucal  386). 
1  will  second  the  nomination  of  Mr.  l-an^;an. 

DELEGATE  RODIER  (Local  20):  1 
move  you  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  mo- 
tion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEV:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  nomina- 
tions be  closed  on  Brother  Jack  Langan  for 
the  office  of  Seventh  Vice-President.  Vou 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  yon  ready  for 
the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEV:  All  those 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  say- 
ing, "Aye";  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes" 
have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Tlie  Secretary  will  cast  the  unanimous 
ballot  of  this  convention  for  Brother  Jack 
Langan. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  As  instructed.  I 
hereby  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  this 
convention  for  Jack  J.  Langan  for  Seventh 
Vice-President. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEV:  I  hereby 
declare  him  elected.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  LANGAN  (New  York  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  Delegates  to  the 
Convention:  I  want  to  thank  you  at  this 
time  for  returning  me  to  the  Internatioral 
Executive  Board,  and  I  guarantee  >'ni  iliat 
I  will  carry  on  in  the  future  a'^  I  I  ;r.  c  in 
the  past.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEV  \>  t  is  the 
nomination  and  election  of  the  i-',i;..-.litli  Vice- 
President. 

DELEGATE  McDONAli)  (Missouri 
State  Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  1  would  like 
to  offer  a  name  to  this  office  of  a  man  who 
has  been  associated  with  the  I iiierrational 
as  a  member  for  thirty-sevc:!  >t;i:s,  well 
known  throughout  the  countr'. .  wir'red  all 
over  the  country,  and  well  kn"\,  ri  h-  all  our 
members  for  the  help  he  has  •■  i  -  ;!<:ough- 
out  the  country  on  commi  tecs.  Tliat  is 
Brother  Thomas  Priestly  of  Local  J39  in 
Canada.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLE^  \n  ;here 
any  further  nominations" 


l)l',LI':GAri.    IIAGEN    (Local    li).  ' 
move  that  numinations  be  closed. 

DI'LEGATE  LANDERS  (Local  111): 
.Mr.  i;hairman,  at  this  time  I  would  like  t(; 
rise  and  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Thomas  Priestly,  a  man  who  has  devoted 
his  efforts  at  all  times  wherever  it  was  pos- 
sible for  him  to  do  so  to  go  in  and  help  oui 
under  any  conditions  and  at  any  time.  It 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  second  the  nom 
ination  for  Brother   Priestly.   ( .Aijplause ) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEV;  Are  ilteie 
any  further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73  r.  I 
move  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 

(Tlicre  were  cries  of  "Second  the  mo- 
tion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEV:  It  has  biei, 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  the  nomina- 
tions for  the  office  of  Eighth  Vice-President 
be  closed.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are 
you  ready  for  tlu  ([uestion?  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying. 
"Aye";  contrary,  "Xo."  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  Secretary  will  cast  the  unanimous 
ballot  for  Brother  Priestly. 

SECnr.TARV  FORD:  As  instructed,  I 
do  h-.-rcby  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  this 
r-^nve-iion  for  Thomas  Priestly  for  Eighth 
\'ii:e- President. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEV:  1  hereby  de- 
clare him  elected  to  the  office  of  Eighth 
Vice-President. 

DELEGATE  PRIESTLY  (Local  439): 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates  to  this  18th 
Convention:  I  am  not  going  to  make  a 
speech.  I  am  going  to  thank  the  delegates  of 
this  convention  for  the  confidence  they  have 
placed  in  me.  I  am  going  to  assure  them 
that  I  will  do  the  best  and  to  the  best  of 
my  ability  at  all  times  for  the  forwarding 
of  the  interests  of  the  individual  and  col- 
lective members  of  the  International  Union. 
I  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Brothers, 
at  this  time  to  let  the  future  bring  in  the 
verdict. 

(I  thank  you!  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEV":  Next  is  the 
nomination  and  election  of  ;i  Ninfb.  Vice- 
President. 
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DELEGATE  CASE  (Local  47):  Mr. 
Cliairinan  and  Delegates  to  this  Conven- 
tion: The  man  that  I  am  going  to  nominate 
for  Ninth  Vice-President  I  have  known  for 
a  great  many  years,  more  years  than  I  am 
going  to  talk  about  because  I  might  tell 
his  age. 

I  want  to  say  to  you  that  this  man  ha^ 
had  tlie  honor  of  being  the  first  president 
of  the  Ohio  State  Building  &  Construction 
Trades  Council.  He  also  had  the  honor  of 
being  the  president  of  the  Cleveland  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  and  when  he  left  the  Cleve- 
land Federation  of  Labor  it  was  on  account 
of  duties  and  activities  that  it  was  necessary 
to  take  care  of  the  lathers'  organizations  as 
their  business  agent. 

Now,  when  we  elect  men,  we  should  try 
and  have  men  qualified  to  hold  those  posi- 
tions, and  I  want  to  say  to  you  after  many 
years  helping  us  with  legislation  throughout 
the  State  of  Ohio  and  having  the  honor  of 
being,  I  believe,  the  strongest  lathers  local 
union  in  the  world  in  the  City  of  Cleveland, 
because  I  made  some  research  before  I  came 
here  and  I  don't  know  of  any  non-union 
lathers  or  plasterers  in  the  City  of  Cleveland, 
and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  offering  for 
your  approval  Brother  Frank  Smith  for  9th 
Vice  President.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother 
Frank  Smith  has  been  nominated  for  the 
office  of  9th  Vice-President.  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
Mr.  Chairman,  Local  46  of  New  York  would 
like  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Frank  Smith. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I 
move  that  nominations  be  closed. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  motion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  beer, 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  nomi- 
nations be  closed  for  the  9th  Vice-President 
on  Brother  Frank  Smith.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?" 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye";  contrary,  "No"  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered 


The  Secretary  will  cast  the  unanimous  ballot 
tor  Brother  Smith. 

SECRETARY  FORD :  As  requested  by  this 
convention  I  do  hereby  cast  the  unanimous  bal- 
lot of  the  delegates  to  this  convention  for  Frank 
R.  Smith,  the  Ninth  Vice-President. 

I'RESIDENT  McSORLEY:  And  I  hereby 
declare  him  elected  to  the  olTice.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  SMITH:  Mr.  Chairman  and 
Delegates :  I  appreciate  the  honor  and  respon- 
sibility that  you  have  just  placed  in  me.  (Ap- 
plause). I  will  do  all  within  my  power  to  merit 
your  confidence.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Next  is  the 
nomination  and  election  of  a  Tenth  Vice-Pres- 
ident. 

DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-State  Dis- 
trict Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  Brothers:  It  is 
an  honor  for  me  to  stand  here  today  at  my 
first  convention  and  nominate  a  brother  of  mine 
from  the  Tri-Statc  Council.  The  brother  in  his 
own  behalf,  I  know,  is  here  for  one  purpose, 
and  that  is  to  benefit  the  international  organ- 
ization. He  has  been  a  very  diligent  worker 
in  the  territory  he  comes  from  where  he  has 
been  a  business  agent  for  a  good  many  years. 
He  was  very  influential  in  helping  us  to  form 
the  Tri-State  Council.  So  that  at  this  time  I 
place  in  nomination  the  name  of  Brother  Tom 
Boyd.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  MASO  (Local  143)  :  I  second 
the  nominaiton. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  Tom 
Bo3'd  has  been  nominated.  Are  there  any  fur- 
ther nominations? 

BROTHER  BRUBAKER  (Local  87):  I 
wish  to  .second  the  nomination.  However,  it 
liappens  to  be  J.  P.  Boyd;  not  Tom. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  thought  he 
liad   a    fancy   name    I    knew   nothing  about. 

DELEGATE  SKELLEY  (Local  278)  :  I 
move  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 

I'RESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  is  regularly 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  nominations  be 
dosed  on  J.  P.  Boyd.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying  "Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  Secretary  will  cast  the  unanimous  bal- 
lot of  this  convention  for  Brother  Boyd. 
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Sl'X'KliTARY  FORD:  As  instructed,  1  do 
hereby  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  this  con- 
vention for  J.  P.  Boyd  for  Tenth  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

rUl-.SlDKNT  McSORLEY:  And  I  hereby 
declare  him  elected.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  BOYD  (Local  75)  :  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  guarantee  you  that  I  will  do  all  in 
my  power  to  further  the  cause  of  our  great 
International  Union.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  next  is  the 
nomination  and  election  of  the  Eleventh  Vice- 
President. 

DELEGATE  HIGNIGHT  (Local  386)  :  1 
rise  to  name  a  man  well-known  in  the  south- 
west for  the  work  he  has  done  there  and  will 
do  in  the  future.  1  am  sure  the  delegates  from 
that  section  will  be  glad  to  hear  it.  That  is 
H.  H.  Fairbanks  of  Houston,  Texas. 

DELEGATE  MASO  (Local  143)  :  I  would 
like  to  second  the  nomination. 

DELEGATE  SUMMERS  (Local  59)  :  I 
would  also  like  to  second  the  nomination. 

DELEGATE  NICHOLAS  (Local  62): 
Brother  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Fairbanks. 

DELEGATE  ANDREWS  (Local  26):  1 
would  like  to  second  that  nomination  also. 

DELEGATE  GARRISON  (Local  228):  T 
wish  to  second  that  nomination. 

DELEGATE  McKIM  (Local  311):  I  rise 
to  second  the  nomination. 

DELEGATE  BRAY  (Local  140)  :  I  wish 
to  second  the  nomination. 

DELEGATE  WALKUP  (Local  435)  :  T  sec- 
ond the  nomination. 

DELEGATE  SMITH  (Local  407)  :  I  wish 
to  second  that  nomination. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  MASO  (Local  143)  :  I  move 
that  the  nominations  be  closed. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  a  sec- 
ond? 

(The  motion  was  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  is  regularly 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  nominations  close 
on  Brother  Fairbanks  for  the  office  of  Eleventh 
Vice-President.  You  have  heard  the  motion. 
Arc  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye" ;  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered.  The  Secretary  will  cast 
ihe  unanimous  ballot  of  this  convention  for 
Mr.  Fairbanks. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  As  requested,  I 
hereby  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  this  con- 
vention for  H.  H.  Fairbanks  for  Eleventh 
Vice-President.  (Applause). 

PRKSIDl'.NT  McSORLEY:  And  1  declare 
liiin  elected. 

BROTHER  FAIRBANKS:  Brother  Dele- 
gates, I  come  from  the  Lone  Star  State,  and 
this  is  the  first  representation  we  have  had 
in  the  South  for  a  number  of  years.  I  have 
luen  in  the  labor  movement  for  a  long  time. 
This  is  my  first  convention.  To  have  this  hon- 
or bestowed  upon  me  is  greatly  appreciated. 
I  promise  you  that  I  will  do  everything  within 
my  power  when  1  am  called  upon  to  protect 
the  interests  of  the  International  in  the  entire 
•outh.  I  thank  you.  (Applause). 

ri^ESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  next  is  the 
nomination  and  election  of  the  Twelfth  Vice- 
President. 

DELEGATE  McCANN  (Local  5)  :  Mr. 
(  hairman  and  Brother  Delegates :  Due  to  the 
increased  number  of  Vice-Presidents  in  our 
International  Union  and  to  help  centralize  our 
Vice-Presidents,  I  would  like  to  offer  in  nom- 
ination C.  R.  Nicholas  of  New  Orleans  for 
Twelfth  Vice-President,  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  MASO  :  1  second  the  nomina- 
\\nn. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  C.  R. 
Nicholas  has  been  nominated.  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  I  move 
that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
(The  motion  was  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  nominations  be 
closed  on  Brother  C.  R.  Nicholas  for  the  office 
of  Twelfth  Vice-President.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
-Ml  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent 
by  saying,  "Aye",  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have 
it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  Secretary  will  cast  the  unanimous  ballot 
for  Brother  Nicholas. 
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SKCKJ.iARY  FORD:  As  per  instructions 
I  lio  litrcln  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  for  C. 
1\.  Xicholas  for  Twelfth  Vice-President. 

PRKSIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  hereby  de- 
clan,  him  elected  (Applause). 

UROTHER  NICHOLAS:  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Delegates:  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the 
recognition  you  have  given  me  and  for  the 
n-cognilion  you  have  given  our  territory.  (Ap- 
plause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  next  is  the 
nomination  and  election  of  a  General  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. 

DKLEGATE  PRIESTLY  (Local  439)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  Delegates  and  Friends :  I  am  going 
to  be  as  brief  in  tliis  as  I  was  in  thanking 
you  for  my  own.  I  am  going  to  place  in  nom- 
ination a  man  who  needs  no  introduction  to 
this  cimvention.  Many  years  of  service  to  his 
own  organization,  the  organization  that  has 
(lone  so  nobly  by  this  convention,  takes  away 
any  of  the  floral  effects  that  might  be  scat- 
tered in  his  path.  Everybody  knows  him.  Every- 
bod}'  in  New  York  knows  him.  Everybody  on 
the  east  coast  knows  him. 

After  ten  years  of  service  in  the  Interna- 
tional organization  as  your  General  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  I  know  that  there  is  nothing  that 
1  can  or  nothing  that  any  of  the  rest  of  the 
good  brothers  can  say,  or  any  delegates  here, 
that  will  add  any  more  laurels  to  his  brow 
than  he  now  wears.  And  without  any  further 
preamble,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  offer  you  Terry 
l-'ord  for  your  next  Secretary-Treasurer. 

(The  delegates  arose  and  applauded). 

I'RESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (Illinois  State  Coun- 
cil) :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  rise  this  time 
to  second  the  nomination  of  Terrence  Ford  as 
your  General  Secretary-Treasurer.  I,  too,  can 
add  that  he  has  made  a  wonderful  Secretary  to 
this  International  Union,  very  efficient  indeed 
Very  few  complaints  have  I  heard  during  my 
time  in  office  from  any  of  the  secretaries  of 
the  many  locals  where  I  happened  to  visit. 

So  I  wish  him  all  the  good  luck  and  God 
speed  during  his  time  in  office.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  COHEN  (Local  244)  :  I  sec- 
ntid  the  nomination  of  Terry  Ford. 

I^ELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46)  : 
As  a  representative  of  46,  we  certainly  would 
like  to  endorse  one  of  our  members  for  the 
job. 


DELEGATE  BUDD  (New  Jersey  State 
C  ouncil)  :  We  would  also  like  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Terry  Ford. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  The  en- 
tire state  of  Missouri  wants  to  have  the  priv- 
ilege and  honor  of  seconding  the  nomination 
of  Brother  Terry  Ford. 

DELEGATE  YODER  (Local  74)  :  I  would 
like  to  make  a  motion  that  the  General  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer be  elected  by  acclamation. 
There  is  no  opposition,  and  I  personally  feel 
that  he  is  entitled  to  that  now,  as  there  is  no 
opposition. 

DELEGATE  LANG  AN  (New  York  State 
Council)  :  New  York  State  Council  would  like 
to  go  on  record  as  endorsing  the  nomination. 

DELEGATE  ROBINSON  (Local  403)  :  Lo- 
cal No.  403  would  like  to  go  on  record  as  en- 
dorsing the  election  of  Brother  Terry  Ford. 
He  is  a  man  who  discriminates  against  nobody, 
and  he  doesn't  know  the  difference  between 
a  larger  local  and  a  smaller  local.  He  is  al- 
ways ready  to  advise  and  to  give  advice.  (Ap- 
plause). 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190):  Local 
190  wishes  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Terry  Ford. 

DELEGATE  DUTY  (Local  33)  :  Up  in  the 
soft  coal  region  we  want  to  second  the  mo- 
tion but,  when  there  is  nobody  against,  why 
the  hell  go  through  all  this?  (Laughter  and 
applause). 

DELEGATE  COOK  (Local  348)  :  I  second 
tlie  nomination  of  Terry  Ford. 

DELEGATE  BAGE  (Local  80)  :  Local  80 
would  like  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Ford. 

DELEGATE  CASE  (Local  47)  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man and  Brothers :  1  did  intend  to  talk  for  an 
hour  and  a  half  about  the  good  things  I  know 
about  Terry  Ford,  but  knowing  that  we  have 
twenty-five  more  resolutions  to  take  care  of 
—  and  I  know  you  will  all  stay  until  we  get 
through  with  them  —  I  also  want  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  second  the  nomination. 

(The  question  was  called  for). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  motion  is 
that  Brother  Ford  be  elected  by  the  convention 
by  acclamation.  All  those  in  favor  will  give 
the  usual  consent  by  saying,  "Aye" ;  contrary. 
The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered.  I 
hercl)y  declare  him  elected. 

(The  members  arose  and  applauded). 
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SliCRLrAKY  I'OKU;  Mr.  Cliairmau  and 
Delegates :  1  am  more  than  gratified  with  the 
lionor  that  you  people  have  bestowed  upon  me 
lo  return  to  the  oOice  of  General  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  and  1  can  assure  you  that  in  my 
ensuing  term  1  will  endeavor  to  carry  on  the 
work  in  the  future  the  same  as  1  have  done 
m  tile  past. 

Thank  you.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73);  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  rise  to  nominate  at  this  tnne  one 
of  the  oldest  members  in  this  International  Un- 
ion. It  has  been  my  privilege  to  know  him  and 
work  with  him  at  numerous  conventions  of  the 
Building  Trades  Department  and  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  1  feci  safe  in  saying  that 
there  is  no  one  in  our  International  Union  who 
is  more  qualified  to  hold  this  position  than  the 
man  I  have  in  mind.  He  occupies  a  responsible 
position  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  He  is  the  leader 
of  the  Building  Trades  movement  in  that  state. 
He  has  been  very  aggressive  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  organized  labor,  particularly  the 
Building  Trades  in  that  state.  The  State  of 
Ohio,  I  believe,  is  one  of  the  leading  if  not 
ihe  leading  State  in  the  Union  that  has  legis- 
lation favorable  to  labor,  and  I  know  that  to 
a  great  degree  the  man  I  am  about  to  nomi- 
nate is  responsible  for  that  condition.  He  is 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Ohio  State  Build- 
ing Trades  Council  and  for  many,  many  years, 
further  back  than  I  can  remember,  he  has  been 
our  representative  to  the  Building  Trades  and 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

I  was  elected  to  that  office  in  1929  with  him, 
and  I  considered  it  a  privilege,  when  our  mem- 
bership declined  to  such  an  extend  that  we 
were  not  permitted  to  have  more  than  three 
delegates  to  those  conventions,  to  resign  in  his 
behalf,  because  I  knew  that  he  could  much 
better  represent  the  International  than  I  could. 

He  was  honored  a  few  years  ago  at  a  con- 
vention I  attended  by  being  elected  to  repre- 
sent the  entire  labor  movement  of  the  United 
States  at  the  Canadian  Trades  Congress  in 
Canada,  representing  the  entire  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  a  great  honor. 

I  therefore,  without  taking  up  more  of  your 
time,  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  our  dear 
and  lovable  friend  of  all  of  you,  Mr.  Charles 
f.  Case  of  Cincinnati.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY :  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
V\^e  don't  want  to  keep  these  nominations  in 


one  corner,  but  1  would  like  to  have  honor  of 
seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother  Charlie 
Case  for  Dclcgate-at-Large. 

DELEGATE  KRESS  (Local  30)  :  1  want 
to  say  that  1  have  known  Brother  Charles 
Case  —  we  don't  call  him  Charles  in  Ohio,  it 
is  Charlie  —  for  so  long  that  I  hate  to  tell 
you  how  long.  1  have  slept  with  him  and  trav- 
eled with  him.  1  possibly  know  him  as  well  as 
any  man  here  outside  of  our  worthy  President. 
Wc  know  him  in  Ohio  first  as  a  lather,  second 
as  a  man,  and  a  fellow  who  is  on  the  square 
and  shoots  straight  at  all  times.  I  want  to 
second  that  nomination.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  MASO  (Local  143)  :  1  move 
the  nominations  be  closed. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  nomina- 
tions be  closed  on  Brother  Charlie  Case  as 
Dclegate-at-Large  to  the  Building  Trades  and 
American  Federation  of  Labor  convention.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual 
consent  by  saying,  "Aye";  contrary.  The 
"Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  Secretary  will  cast  a  unanimous  ballot 
for  Charlie  Case. 

SECRETARY  FORD :  As  instructed  by  this 
organization,  I  hereby  cast  the  unanimous  bal- 
lot of  all  the  delegates  present  for  Charles  J. 
Case  as  Delegate  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the 
Building  and  Construction  Trades  Department. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  hereby  de- 
clare him  elected.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  CASE:  Mr.  Chairman,  Del- 
egates to  this  Convention:  I  want  to  assure 
you  that  I  consider  this  a  great  honor,  and 
I  intend  to  try  and  conduct  or  help  conduct 
the  affairs  of  this  International  honorably, 
and  do  everything  that  I  possibly  can  in  the 
interests  of  our  organization. 

I  am  thankful  again  to  you  and  1  am  glad 
to  be  here  with  you.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  next 
order  of  business  is  the  selection  of  a  con- 
vention city. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Re- 
fore  you  go  on  further,  I  would  like  to 
make  an  announcement. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Let  us  get 
the  election  of  these  officers  over. 
Nominations  for  a  convention  city' 
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DELEGATE  YODER  (Local  74):  Mi. 
Cliairiiiaii  and  Delegates  to  this  Conven- 
tion: It  is  indeed  a  happy  privilege  for  nie 
to  extend  to  this  convention  an  invitation 
to  hold  the  next  convention  in  a  city  that 
I  can  assure  you  has  adequate  facilities  to 
house  and  entertain  our  delegates  and  their 
alternates  and  their  families.  True,  we  have 
no  World's  Fair  to  induce  you  to  come  to 
our  city,  but  we  have  enough  permanent  at- 
tractions to  keep  all  the  delegates  and 
visitors  interested  during  their  stay  in  this 
city.  We  have,  to  mention  only  a  few  points 
of  interest,  the  Field  E  .hibilion  of  Natural 
History,  tiie  Zoo,  exhibiting  all  animals  of 
every  description  from  all  over  the  world, 
the  Museum  of  Science  and  Industry  that  I 
know  will  interest  all  of  us,  an  Aquarium 
second  to  none  in  this  world,  a  Planetarium 
at  which  the  star-gazers  attending  our  con- 
vention may  further  their  education  in  one 
of  the  earliest  sciences  of  our  history,  and 
innumerable  other  attractions  of  an  educa- 
tional nature. 

As  for  entertainment  of  a  lighter  vein  we 
believe  that  any  delegate  to  the  1942  con- 
vention may  find  any  diversions  his  heart 
may  desire.  In  this  city  you  will  find  lathing 
in  all  its  branches  directed  and  controlled 
as  nearly  as  is  humanly  possible  one  hun- 
dred per  cent  by  one  local  union,  where  the 
finances  of  the  local  are  provided  for  by 
those  who  derive  the  most  benefit  of  our 
activities;  that  is,  young  and  old  contribute 
a  small  amount  of  their  hourly  wages  for 
the  upkeep  of  our  local.  Any  and  all  of  our 
members  who  for  any  cause  cannot  or  do 
not  work  at  the  trade  are  exempt  from  the 
payment  of  any  dues. 

This  city  is  located  very  near  the  center 
of  the  population  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  that  reason  the  most  desirable  and  logical 
place  to  hold  the  next  convention.  I  am  glad 
to  have  the  privilege  of  presenting  to  you 
an  invitation  from  Local  74  to  hold  our  next 
convention  in  Chicago.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Chicago  has 
been  nominated  for  the  next  convention  city. 
Are  there  any  further  nominations? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  want  to  rise  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Chicago,  and  I  am  sure  that 
we  will  all  have  a  swell  time.  I  want  to  ex- 
press my  sympathy  to  the  entertainment 
committee   in    St.    Louis.    I    think  without 


entering  into  a  lot  of  talk  we  should  go 
down  the  line  and  nominate  Chicago  un- 
animously as  the  next  convention  city.  (Ap- 
plause). 

DELEG.VrE  FRANK  (Local  190):  1 
wish  to  rise  to  second  the  nomination  for 
Chicago.  1  know  it  is  inadvisable  to  have  a 
convention  twice  in  succession  in  the  same 
city,  and  since  Chicago  is  a  very  important 
suburb  of  New  York  City  I  tliiiik  it  would 
be  the  proper  place  to  hold  our  next  con- 
vention. (Laughter).  It  is  a  centrally  located 
place  and  1  think  more  locals  will  be  able 
to  be  represented  at  that  convention. 

DELEGATE  RODIER  (Local  20):  As 
Chairman  of  the  Illinois  Stale  Council  of 
Lathers  I  want  to  second  that  motion  and 
invite  this  convention  to  Chicago  to  hold 
the  1942  convention  in  the  city  of  Chicago. 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (lUinois  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  with  your  permis- 
sion I  would  like  to  introduce  the  President 
of  the  Women's  Auxiliary  of  the  State  of 
Illinois.  All  of  these  ladies  are  here  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  the  delegates  who  came 
from  the  State  of  Illinois  to  bring  back  the 
convention  to  Chicago. 

(A  group  of  ladies  entered  the  platform, 
whereupon  the  delegates  arose  and  ap- 
plauded). 

DELEGATE  MOORE:  Mr.  President, 
this  is  Mrs.  Wilson,  President  of  the  Illinois 
Women's  Auxiliary. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brothers, 
please  be  in  order.  We  have  the  pleasure  of 
having  a  committee  from  the  Ladies'  Auxili- 
ary of  the  Illinois  State  Council  of  Lathers. 
I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  presenting 
to  you  the  President  of  that  Auxiliary,  Mrs. 
LeRoy  Wilson.  (Applause). 

MRS.  LEROY  WILSON:  Mr.  Chairman, 
Delegates  and  Guests:  The  Women's  Auxili- 
ary of  the  Illinois  State  Council  of  Lathers 
send  their  greetings  and  hope  and  wish  for 
a  successful  convention.  We  want  at  tliis 
time  to  assure  this  convention  that  if  the 
great  city  of  Chicago  is  honored  with  the 
next  convention  the  Women's  Auxiliary  will 
do  everything  in  their  power  to  see  that  the 
women  are  properly  entertained. 

Thank  you.  (Applause). 

(The  ladies  sang  two  songs  inviting  the 
convention  to  Chicago  in  1942,  whereupon 
the  delegates  arose  and  applauded). 
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1'R1i;S1U1lNT  McSOULEV;  I  vvaiil  lu 
take  tliis  opportunity  to  tliank  tlie  ladies 
from  Cliicago,  especially  the  President,  for 
the  brief  remarks  tliat  she  has  made  and  to 
assure  you  that  the  International  Union  will 
at  all  times  endeavor  to  cooperate  and  assist 
in  your  movement  as  best  we  can. 

We  know  that  as  far  as  the  general  labor 
movement  is  concerned  the  women  of  the 
future  are  going  to  play  a  most  important 
part.  We  know  that  85  per  cent  of  the  wages 
earned  by  the  working  men  in  this  country 
are  spent  by  women,  and  if  we  can  get 
the  women  educated  to  the  point  where 
ihey  may  see  to  it  that  all  the  goods  they 
may  purchase  have  the  union  label  upon 
them  it  only  seems  reasonable  and  logical 
to  note  that  this  will  advance  the  progress 
of  the  trade  union  movement  in  general.  It 
will  aid  in  the  production  as  well  as  insuring 
a  higher  consumption  of  the  goods  produced 
by  union  men.  You  can  rest  assured  that 
we  will  cooperate  with  you  and  do  every- 
thing that  we  can  to  make  your  auxiliary  a 
success.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLE^':  Are  tiiere 
any  further  nominations? 

SECRETARY  FORD:  I  have  a  file  of 
communications  here,  invitations  from  vari- 
ous Chambers  of  Commerce  and  so  forth, 
but  as  far  as  I  can  see,  looking  through 
these,  the  only  city  that  has  sent  in  requests 
for  the  convention  —  that  is,  from  the  build- 
ing trades,  the  office  of  the  Mayor  and  so 
forth  —  have  come  from  the  City  of  Chi- 
cago. I  wish  to  read  a  telegram  I  have 
just  received  from  the  Secretary  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor: 

"We  extend  to  your  International  conven- 
tion a  cordial  invitation  to  hold  your  1942 
convention  in  Chicago.  Our  city  offers  comp- 
lete and  satisfactory  convention  facilities 
and  our  labor  movement  will  be  proud  and 
happy  to  welcome  your  1942  convention. 
Chicago  Federation  of  Labor,  John  Fitz- 
patrick,  President,  Joseph  D.  Keenan,  Sec- 
retary." 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I 
move  the  nominations  be  closed. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  it  the 
desire  of  the  convention  that  we  incorporate 
these  invitations  in  the  record? 

DELEGATE  HAGEN:  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  so  move. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  tlierc  is 
no  objection,  the  invitations  will  be  incor- 
porated in  the  record: 

The  invitations  follow: 

CHICAGO  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 

August  9,  1939 

Mr.  Terry  Ford,  Secretary 

Wood,  Wire  &  Metal  Lathers'  Int.  Union 

Detroit  Avenue  &  26lh  Street 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

On  behalf  of  the  Chicago  Federation  of 
Labor,  we  take  advantage  of  your  coming 
convention  to  extend  an  invitation  to  your 
International  Union  to  give  consideration 
to  the  City  of  Chicago  as  your  convention 
city  in  the  year  of  1942. 

You  are  no  doubt  aware  of  the  unexcelled 
convention  facilities  that  Chicago  has  to 
offer.  We  have  some  of  the  finest  and  largest 
hotels  in  the  country,  restaurants,  theatres 
and  places  of  amusement  and  recreation  to 
suit  all  manner  and  types  of  people.  We  have 
educational,  artistic  and  scientific  exhibits, 
which  are  in  most  instances  free  to  the 
public  and  which  draw  many  visitors  to  our 
city  all  the  year  around. 

We  trust  your  convention  will  give  favor- 
able consideration  to  the  selection  of  Chi- 
cago as  the  1942  convention  city  of  the 
Lathers'  International  Union. 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  John  Fitzpatrick,  President 
(Signed)  Joseph  D.  Keenan,  Secretary 
Chicago  Federation  of  Labor. 

THE  CHICAGO  ASSOCIATION  OF 
COMMERCE 

August  8,  1939 

Mr.  Terry  Ford,  Secretary 
Lathers'  International  Union 
Lathers'  Building 
Detroit  and  26th  Street 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Dear  Mr.  Ford: 

The  Chicago  Association  of  Commerce 
wishes  to  supplement  the  cordial  invitation 
of  the  Lathers'  Union,  Local  No.  74,  to  the 
Lathers'  International  Union  to  meet  in  the 
City  of  Chicago  in  1942. 

Chicago's  record  as  the  nation's  conven- 
tion center  attests  to  the  fact  that  conven- 
tion meetings  here  do  attain  their  greatest 
attendance. 
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Manifold  are  the  reasons  for  Chicago's 
popularity.  First  of  all,  its  central  geographic 
location,  with  its  unexcelled  rail,  air  and  bus 
transportation  facilities,  coupled  with  its  close 
proximity  to  the  center  of  population  of  the 
nation,  affords  economy  in  time  and  travel 
expense.  These  factors  are  very  important 
to  all  concerned. 

Chicago's  hotel,  convention  and  exhibit 
facilities  are  sufficient  to  accommodate  witli 
ease,  conventions  of  every  size  and  propor- 
tion. 

Further,  Chicago  offers  entertainment  and 
recreation  to  satisfy  the  tastes  of  all  — 
whether  they  be  for  the  unusual,  the  plain 
and  wholesome,  the  elaborate  —  the  oppor- 
tunities to  indulge  the  inclinations  of  all  are 
limitless. 

Should  your  organization  honor  Chicago 
with  its  next  convention,  you  may  rest  as- 
sured that  this  Bureau  will  lend  every  effort 
to  insure  an  outstanding  meeting. 

May  we  hear  from  you? 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

William  J.  Hennessy 

Manager,  Bureau  of  Conventions. 

CHICAGO  AND  COOK  COUNTY 
BUILDING  AND  CONSTRUCTION 
TRADES  COUNCIL 

August  7.  1939 

Mr.  Terry  Ford,  Secretary 

Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers' 

International  Union 

Lathers'  Building 

Detroit  Avenue  at  26th  Street 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

The  Chicago  and  Cook  County  Building 
and  Construction  Trades  Council  joins  with 
other  Central  and  Civic  Bodies  in  extending 
to  the  Lathers'  International  Union  a  cordial 
invitation  to  hold  its  1942  convention  in  our 
city. 

Chicago  is  an  ideal  convention  city,  and 
I  know  that  you  will  have  an  enjoyable  and 
interesting  visit  when  you  decide  to  come. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  the  125,000 
members  of  the  Chicago  and  Cook  County 
Building  and   Construction   Trades  Council 


will  endeavor  to  extend  a  hearty  welcome 
to  your  delegates  and  officers. 
With  best  wishes,  we  remain 
Fraternally  yours, 

Chicago  and  Cook  County  Building  and 
Construction  Trades  Council. 
(Signed)  P.  F.  Sullivan,  President 
(Signed)  Earl  J.  McMahon,  Secretary. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
City  of  Chicago 

August  4,  1939 

Mr.  Terry  Ford,  Secretary 

Lathers'  International  Union 

Lathers'  Building 

Detroit  Avenue  and  26th  Street 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Dear  Mr.  Ford: 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  extend  to  the  Lathers' 

International  Union  a  cordial  invitation  to 

hold  its  1942  convention  in  our  city. 

Chicago  is  the  ideal  convention  city  —  a 
statement  proved  by  the  fact  that  we  lead 
all  cities  in  the  world  in  the  number  of 
conventions  received.  Our  central  location 
and  easy  accessibility  by  all  form  of  trans- 
portation assure  maximum  attendance  and 
travel  economy.  Our  hotels  are  first  class 
and  always  maintain  standard  prices  regard- 
less of  crowds.  Here  also,  will  be  found 
abundant  recreational  facilities  to  provide 
pleasant  leisure  hours. 

Let  me  assure  you  that  Chicago  will  en- 
deavor to  extend  every  possible  measure 
of  hospitality  to  your  group,  and  we  look 
forward,  with  much  anticipation,  to  the  privi- 
lege of  according  your  great  organization  a 
real  welcome  in  Chicago  in  1942. 

Sincerely  yours, 
(Signed)  Edward  J.  Kelly,  Mayor. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  A  motion 
has  been  made  and  seconded  that  the  nom- 
inations be  closed  on  the  city  of  Chicago. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready 
for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  will 
give  the  usual  consent  by  saying,  "Aye"; 
contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered.  The  Secretary  will  cast  a  unanimous 
ballot  for  the  city  of  Chicago. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  As  instructed,  I 
do  hereby  cast  a  unanimous  ballot  of  this 
convention  for  holding  our  next  convention 
in  1042  in  the  city  of  Chicago 
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l'KI■.^lUllNT  McSOKLKY:  Aiul   I  dc 
clare   that   the  city  of  Chicago   has  been 
selected  for  the  purpose  of  holding  our  1942 
foiivcntion.  (Applause). 

\Vc  will  now  proceed  with  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Law. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr. 
I'iiairman,  before  you  proceed  with  that  I 
would  like  to  make  an  announcement  and  a 
motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Let  us  hear 
;lic  aimouncement. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN:  One  of  the  old 
utid  loyal  members  of  the  International 
Union,  a  delegate  to  this  convention,  is  dying 
in  a  hospital.  His  wife  has  been  sent  for  to 
cnme  here  in  an  airplane. 

I  can  express  my  sympathj'  for  this 
brother  because  I  happened  to  go  through 
t!ie  same  experience  in  1926  in  Atlantic  City. 
I  was  hauled  out  of  the  convention  on  a 
stretcher,  with  an  attack  of  appendicitis. 
I'ortunately,  or  unfortunately,  as  it  might 
I>e,  1  didn't  die.  But  this  brother  is  in  a 
serious  condition  and  he  is  expected  to  die. 

At  the  convention  in  1926  both  the  Local 
I'nion  and  the  International  offered  to  pay 
my  expenses.  I,  of  course,  did  not  accept 
hecnuse  I  didn't  need  the  money.  Thii 
lirother  I  refer  to  is  Leroy  Rapp  of  Chicago. 
1  want  to  make  a  motion,  Mr.  Chairrnan, 
that  we  take  up  a  collection  for  this  brother, 
and  I  would  like  to  start  that  collection 
with  $100. 

DELEGATE  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
On  behalf  of  Local  46,  I  would  like  to  sec- 
ond the  motion,  and  top  him  with  $200. 
(Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  will  ap- 
i>i)int  Brother  Hagen  and  Brother  Moore 
as  a  committee  to  take  up  that  collection. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates:  I  wonder  if 
\ve  can't  proceed  with  the  resolutions  while 
the  collection  is  being  taken  up.  I  would 
like  to  move  at  this  time,  if  the  Chair  will 
receive  the  motion,  that  we  remain  in  ses- 
sion until  the  business  of  this  convention 
is  completed. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I 
second  the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
I  '^oilarly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  rules 


he  suspended  and  tlie  convention  slay  in 
session  until  the  conclusion  of  the  business. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready 
for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  gve  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye";  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

The  Resolutions  Committee! 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  1  think  I 
can  talk  loud  enough  to  be  heard  if  you 
don't  make  too  much  noise. 

Resolution  No.  12  on  page  95,  Resolution 
No.  26  on  page  99,  Resolution  No.  51,  not 
printed  through  an  oversight  so  it  is  being 
herein  incorporated: 

Resolution  No.  47  on  page  104.  All  four 
deal  with  the  same  subject  matter:  I  will 
read  them  and  report  on  the  one  with  the 
Committee  action. 

RESOLUTION  No.  51 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  18th 
Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union. 

WHEREAS,  Many  times  on  the  death  of 
a  member  difficulty  is  experienced  in  ar- 
ranging decent  burial. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  our  members  of  the  International 
Union,  reaching  the  age  of  65  years,  with 
20  j'ears  of  continuous  good  standing  shall 
be  granted  a  paid-up  Gold  Certificate  entitl- 
ing them  to  the  maximum  benefit  without 
further  payment  of  per  capita  tax  to  the 
International  Union,  and  that  2%  of  the 
General  Fund  shall  be  set  aside  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  this  fund. 
Submitted  by 

Leo  H.  Stone,  Local  25. 

Raoul  Beaudry,  Local  31. 

Earl  Conrad,  Local  99. 

Frank  C.  Burke,  Local  142. 

Albert  A.  Laplante,  Local  254. 

John  J.  Reagan,  Local  123. 

Sal  Maso,  Local  143. 

John  P.  Cook,  Mass.  State  Council. 

Lionel  Brodeur,  Tri  State  Council. 

No.  12:  "WHEREAS,  There  are  mem- 
bers in  our  organization  that  are  60  years  of 
age  and  older  and  have  been  in  continuous 
good  standing  in  the  L.I.U.  for  25  years 
or  more;  and 
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"WHEREAS,  As  it  is  hard  lor  them  to 
keep  up  their  dues  in  their  respective  Locals, 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  these  nieinbers  be  exempt  of  all  dues 
and  tax  to  the  International  Union  and  be 
carried  as  honorary  members  of  the  L.LU. 
with  full  benehts." 

The  other  three  are  the  very  same  m  sub- 
stance, and  1  think  you  have  heard  the  whole 
story  there.  These  four  resolutions  deal  with 
the  same  subject  matter.  The  Committee 
recommends  tliat  Resolutions  26  and  47  — 
I  had  better  read  those: 

No.  26:  "WHEREAS,  We  the  Local 
Unions  affiliated  with  the  Tri-State  Council 
feel  that  older  members  who  have  been  in 
continuous  good  standing  for  a  period  of  thir- 
ty years  and  who  are  no  longer  able  to 
work  at  the  trade  should  be  given  some 
special  privileges; 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  Section  83 
be  amended  and  this  added  to  same: 

"Members  in  continuous  good  standing  for 
a  period  of  thirty  years  shall  be  given  a 
paid  up  membership  good,  gold  sealed,  and 
entitled  to  full  funeral  benefits  from  then  on 
provided  they  no  longer  are  able  to  work 
at  the  trade." 

No.  47:  Introduced  by  Theodore  Koeppen, 
Local  344:  "WHEREAS,  To  be  or  to  have 
been  a  member  in  continuous  good  standing 
in  the  L.LU.  for  a  period  of  thirty  or  more 
years  is  a  record  to  be  proud  of,  and  shows 
that  such  a  member  is  sincere  in  the  matter 
and  principles  of  this  organization  and  no 
doubt  in  many  instances  has  made  many  self- 
sacrifices  in  order  to  retain  such  member- 
ship; 

"THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
Such  member  sliall  be  exempt  from  paying 
dues  and  per  capita  tax,  PROVIDED  he  is 
incapacitated  to  work  at  the  trade  of  lath- 
ing." 

Your  Committee  recommends  that  Reso- 
lution 51  and  Resolution  47  be  referred  to 
the  incoming  Executive  Board  and  non-con- 
currence in  Resolutions  12  and  26.  I  move 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committe  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question? 


DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-Stale  Dis- 
trict Council):  On  the  question:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, as  one  of  the  delegates  who  introduced 
one  of  these  resolutions,  1  have  for  the  past 
ten  or  fifteen  years  made  quite  a  study  ol 
what  the  older  members  have  had  to  sacri- 
fice over  the  last  thirty  years.  1  feel,  and 
the  members  of  the  Tri-State  Council  feel 
that  the  older  members  of  this  organization 
have  been  kicked  around  enough  and 
should  have  something  to  protect  them  in 
the  future.  This  resolution,  in  my  estimation, 
is  one  of  the  very  few  things  that  we  can 
do  to  show  our  appreciation  for  the  sacri- 
fices they  have  made  in  the  past. 

I  would  recommend,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
this  body  adopt  these  resolutions  and  ac- 
cept them  so  that  the  older  members,  when 
we  go  back  to  them,  will  know  that  some 
of  us  at  least  have  some  consideration  for 
iheir  past  records. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  remarks? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman, 
1  will  say  for  the  Committee  that  we  are  of 
the  same  opinion  and  have  the  same  sympathy 
and  the  same  pride  in  the  older  member  of 
thirty  years'  standing  or  longer.  In  two  of  the 
resolutions  there  is  no  provision  made  for  a 
fund  to  carry  on  this  expense.  In  the  two  we 
mention  as  referring  to  the  Executive  Board, 
there  is  one  resolution  that  carries  some  men- 
tion for  a  continuation  of  a  fund.  We  feel  that 
this  matter  is  too  important,  and  probably  too 
costly  to  be  acted  on  hastily,  and  therefore, 
we  recommend  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Board 
for  their  survey  and  study  and  report  back,  or 
some  action  by  the  Board,  if  so  desired  on  this 
matter,  after  proper  survey  and  study. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  remarks? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  will  signify  by  saying,  "Aye";  con- 
trary. The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY :  Resolution  No. 
22  on  page  98 :  Introduced  by  Lionel  Brodeur  • 

"WHEREAS,  Due  to  a  great  deal  of  con- 
troversy over  the  placing  of  Charters  in  ter- 
ritory already  under  the  jurisdiction  of  other 
locals  and  in  many  cases  the  wage  scales  are 
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lowered  below  the  standards  already  set  forth 
for  the  territory,  wc  feel  lliat  an  amendment  is 
due  to  our  International  Constitution  under 
Section  No.  58. 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED,  To  amend  Section  No. 
58  to  read,  that  before  a  new  Charter  is  is- 
sued, the  International  Organization  must  take 
the  matter  up  with  the  adjacent  locals  and 
that  the  names  of  applicants  as  Charter  mem- 
bers be  submitted  to  these  adjacent  locals." 

This  resolution  was  referred  back  to  the 
Committee  from  yesterday's  session.  The  Com- 
mittee found  it  necessary  to  make  the  follow- 
ing clianges  in  the  second  last  line  of  the 
"whereas" :  change  the  word  "due"  to  "neces- 
sary," and  in  the  last  line  of  the  "whereas," 
change  tlie  number  from  58  to  74,  and  change 
the  "resolved"  to  read  as  follows  —  I  will  read 
the  resolution  as  amended : 

"WHEREAS,  Due  to  a  great  deal  of  con- 
troversy over  the  placing  of  Charters  in  ter- 
ritory already  under  the  jurisdiction  of  other 
locals  and  in  many  cases  the  wage  scales  are 
lowered  below  the  standards  already  set  forth 
for  the  territory,  we  feel  that  an  amendment  is 
necessary  to  tlie  International  Constitution  un- 
der Section  74. 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED,  To  change  Section  74 
to  read  that  before  a  new  Charter  is  issued  or 
an  old  Charter  reinstated  the  International  Or- 
ganization shall  take  the  matter  up  with  the 
adjacent  locals,  whose  territorial  jurisdiction  is 
affected  within  a  radius  of  fifty  miles  and  that 
the  names  of  the  applicants  be  submitted  to 
these  adjacent  locals." 

With  these  amendments,  your  Committee  rec- 
ommends concurrence.  I  move  the  adoption  of 
the  Committee's  report. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the  mo- 
tion. Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  You 
say  within  the  radius  of  fifty  miles.  The  Dis- 
trict Councils  now  have  a  radius  of  100  miles. 
Would  it  be  appropriate  to  have  the  same  radius 
here  as  the  District  Councils,  to  make  it  100 
miles  instead  of  50. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  that  would 
be  true,  then  the  hands  of  the  International 
Officials  would  be  tied  insofar  as  organizing  is 
concerned.  We  have  many  local  unions  —  we 
will  take  right  around  this  section  for  example. 


We  have  at  least  twenty-hvc  local  unions  with- 
in a  radius  of  fifty  miles.  We  liavc  some  local 
unions  that  have  a  territory  of  150  to  250 
miles.  If  that  were  to  be  put  into  effect,  a  local 
union  could  object  to  a  charier  being  placed 
anywhere  in  that  territory,  and  if  you  arc  go- 
ing to  hamstring  the  International  Union  like 
that,  you  will  not  do  any  organizing. 

DELEGATE  ANDERSON  (Hoosier  State 
Council)  :  From  practical  experience  I  have 
found  out  that  if  a  business  representative  cov- 
ers a  radius  of  fifty  miles  of  his  local  union 
lie  has  about  all  the  job  he  can  do,  without 
any  150  or  250  miles. 

The  resolution  is  fine  and  dandy.  It  is  a 
wonderful  resolution. 

From  another  standpoint,  as  a  representative 
of  the  Hoosier  State  Council  of  Lathers,  in- 
cluding the  entire  State  of  Indiana,  there  has 
been  an  infringement  done  in  the  State  of  In- 
diana, to  Local  39  of  Indianapolis,  by  establish- 
ing a  local  in  the  City  of  Bloomington,  at  a 
work  rate  of  $1.25  an  hour,  where  Local  39 
had  established  a  wage  scale  of  $1.40  in  that 
locality. 

That  is  what  the  intent  of  the  resolution  is, 
to  tear  down  and  break  up  the  establishment 
of  local  unions  in  localities  where  conditions 
have  been  established,  are  prevailing,  and  the 
work  is  being  taken  care  of.  I  believe  the  pur- 
pose of  the  resolution  is  to  knock  that  down, 
to  tear  that  down. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  remarks? 

DELEGATE  DUTY  (Local  33)  :  I  would 
like  to  be  heard.  Where  there  are  a  number 
of  local  unions,  there  absolutely  should  be  a 
District  Council.  I  would  like  to  speak  to  you 
from  experience.  We  control  more  territory  at 
the  same  price  than  any  other  district  in  these 
United  States.  You  are  all  on  the  shelf,  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned.  (Laughter).  We  control  a 
district  of  100  miles.  We  get  $14  a  day.  There 
is  no  question  about  our  getting  it.  But  where 
we  are  lax  is  where  we  have  a  dozen  locals, 
three  or  four  locals,  that  we  don't  enforce  that. 
These  fellows  should  get  together.  Vv^e  have 
had  that  scale.  I  am  not  kidding  you.  We  went 
through  the  depression  with  it,  and  raised  it 
$1.50  during  the  depression,  since  1924.  None  of 
you  guys  work  up  in  our  district  and  you  don't 
get  the  money.  If  you  do,  you  are  kidding  me. 
(Laughter).  And  there  is  really  no  reason,  if 
we  could  just  settle  right  down  to  policies  that 
will  work. 
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i'rcsn.kia  Mci5orli.\  bruuglit  in  a  rc]>ort  lo 
ilie  ToioD.o  convention.  Wc  brought  in  a  re- 
tHjri  that  tiiat  was  tlie  policy  ot  our  organi- 
sation. Wliy  not  do  it?  1£  there  is  a  local  over 
here,  over  there  ,and  there,  that  doesn't  change 
It.  \ou  have  to  eat  just  the  same.  It  costs  you 
just  the  same  and  everything. 

1  know  that  we  have  a  little  trouble  in  our 
Jurisdiction,  but  not  much.  A  contractor  comes 
in  there  and  he  knows  how  much  he  is  going 
to  bid  on  his  job.  Hell,  it  isn't  like  it  was  j'ears 
ago  where  contractors  would  just  bid  on  work 
in  a  certain  locality.  This  is  a  dilTerent  propo- 
sition. A  guy  comes  in  from  Ohio,  Michigan, 
or  some  place  else.  He  gets  in  touch  with  head- 
quarters. He  knows  where  workers  are.  Our 
wages  arc  recognized  in  Washington  and  Har- 
risburg.  McSorley  and  Ford  take  care  of  them 
within  a  radius  of  100  miles.  Don't  misunder- 
stand that.  They  raised  that  50  miles  purposely. 
Earlier  in  this  convention  you  did  make  it 
150.  Any  of  you  can  do  what  we  did.  We  are 
just  as  dumb  as  anybody  else.  All  you  have  to 
do  is  go  out  and  do  it. 

What  I  think  our  International  ought  to  do 
IS  to  see  that  these  Councils  are  formed,  and 
that  they  form  a  regular  rate  of  wages.  1 
should  imagine  Youngstown  and  Pittsburgh 
don't  pay  $12  a  day,  but  our  men  can  go  into 
Youngstown  and  bid  $11,  and  they  have  to 
take  it. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  I  real- 
ize that  in  heavily  populated  districts  we  have 
one  problem,  and  in  districts  that  are  not  as 
populated,  there  is  quite  another.  I  don't  desire 
to  brag,  but  I  think  Local  190  is  in  a  position 
to  hold  its  own  with  any.  We  are  organized 
100  per  cent,  and  that  means  we  have  wood 
and  metal  and  plaster  board  and  everything 
that  comes  to  our  trade. 

Speaking  also  for  Local  483,  we  were  very 
much  concerned  about  the  question  of  a  previ- 
ous local  in  Winona,  who  used  the  International 
charter  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  scab  on 
the  conditions  we  had  established,  and  that  was 
the  reason  why  their  charter  was  revoked. 

I  don't  doubt  but  what  the  International 
Office  will  use  discretion  in  special  cases  of  this 
kind,  but  let  us  look  at  this,  gentlemen :  a  case 
of  that  kind,  where  we  have  control  of  work 
and  control  all  the  iron  work  within  that  radius, 
and  receive  $1.50  per  hour,  with  an  equal  op- 
portunity for  every  man  to  get  a  job.  There 
is  no  man  walking  the  streets  in  our  local  while 
the  others  are  working,  and  there  is  no  speed- 
up. If  a  local  were  chartered  fifty  miles  from 
our  town,  with  five  or  six  men,  and  we  got 


li.-^  men  and  eight  apprentices,  and  1  think  live 
on  reinstatement,  what  would  it  mean  to  our 
organization?  We  would  immediately  lose  a 
great  portion  of  the  work  on  which  we  had  men 
making  their  livelihood.  They  might  set  up  a 
lower  wage  scale  which  would  mean  a  wage 
reduction  within  the  territory  of  the  new  local. 

I  have  no  objection  to  this  resolution,  pro- 
vided that  discretion  is  used  by  the  officers  in 
each  case  and  that  the  thing  is  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated before  a  local  springs  up,  because 
wc  know  — 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman, 
just  a  point  of  order:  I  think  the  delegate  has 
misunderstood  the  resolution.  Its  purpose  is  just 
what  j'ou  are  talking  about,  exactly.  Its  pur- 
pose is  to  protect  the  present  functioning  locals 
against  new  locals  being  formed,  who  will  cut 
the  wages.  The  General  President  has  the  right 
and  the  local  has  the  right  to  know  who  these 
people  are  before  the  charter  is  granted.  So, 
you  sec,  this  protects  what  you  are  talking 
about. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190)  :  1  don't 
think  I  am  out  of  order.  I  am  speaking  about 
the  radius,  the  distance,  and  that  is  a  question 
of  fifty  miles.  But  if  that  matter  is  taken  care 
of  so  that  each  case  will  be  studied,  even  if  it 
is  beyond  fifty  miles,  then  we  have  no  objection. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73)  :  There  is 
nothing  in  this  resolution  to  hurt  anything.  I 
think  it  is  a  good  thing,  and  I  am  in  favor 
of  it. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

DELEGATE  DURELL  (Local  28)  :  I  arise 
to  correct  Brother  Duty,  that  no  Pittsburgh  lath- 
ers may  come  into  Youngstown  at  $11  a  day 
and  get  away  with  it.  Our  standard  is  $12  a 
day. 

DELEGATE  DUTY  (Local  33);  1  stand 
corrected. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  i- 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  th" 
Committee  will  signify  by  saying,  "Aye";  con- 
trary. The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY :  Resolution  Nj. 
31,  on  page  100 : 

"WHEREAS,  A  Class  B  local  system  has 
been  created  in  New  York  by  different  trades, 
including  the  lathers,  consisting  of  a  working 
day  of  eight  liours  at  One  ($1.00)  Dollar  per 
hour,  in  contrast  with  a  working  day  of  six 
hours  at  Two  ($2.00)  Dollars  per  hour  by  the 
so-called  A  locals;  and 
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"WHEREAS,  Tins  system  was  created  with 
a  purpose  and  the  result  is  not  what  was  ex- 
pected. It  now  proves  to  be  a  detriment  to  the 
trade,  as  it  establishes  the  Lathers'  scale  of 
wages  at  Eight  ($8.00)  Dollars  per  day  and 
not  the  hard  earned  Twelve  ($12.00)  Dollars. 
The  H  locals  refuse  to  cooperate  with  the  A 
locals  when  dealing  with  alteration  work  and 
-mail  homes.  Nevertheless  they  are  considered 
as  union  men,  and 

"WHEREAS,  An  opposing  union,  who  intends 
to  organize  building  trades  mechanics,  can  safe- 
ly organize  under  a  wage  scale  of  Eight  Dol- 
lars without  being  accused  of  competing  against 
A.F.  of  L.  mechanics,  because  Eight  Dollars  per 
day  and  eight  hours  per  day  would  be  the 
estabhshed  scale  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.  affiliates. 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
the  Li  local  system  be  eliminated. 

"Submitted  by  Charles  Musarra,  Local  No. 
308;  Del  Quinto,  Local  No.  308." 

Your  Committee  recommends  that  this  reso- 
lution be  referred  to  the  President  and  the 
incoming  Executive  Council. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee  report, 
Mr.  Chairman. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN :  I  second  the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  is  regularly 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye" ;  contrary.  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is 
so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  34 
on  page  101,  Resolution  40  on  page  102  and  45 
on  page  104,  and  49,  not  printed  previously 
and  which  follows : 

RESOLUTION  No.  49 
"To  change  Section  176  to  read; 
"When  a  contractor  or  solicitor  goes  into 
another  local  union's  jurisdiction  to  do  work, 
the  members  being  sent  there  shall  notify  the 
Secretary  of  the  Local  Union  prior  to  starting 
said  work.  When  enough  local  members, 
adapted  to  the  work  to  be  done  are  available, 
they  must  be  given  the  preference  before  bring- 
ing in  others,  except  as  provided  for  in  Section 
72,  in  the  case  of  foremen. 

Henry  B.  Kimple,  Local  24. 
W.  S.  Limes,  Local  171. 
Sylvester  James,  Local  126. 


J.  F.  McUermott,  Local  .^04. 

A.  Nicholson,  Lake  Erie  Dist.  Council. 

E.  F.  VanderhofT,  Buckeye  State  Council. 

Chas.  J.  Case,  Local  47." 
All  dealing  with  the  same  subject  matter; 
45  introduced  by  George  T.  .VIoore,  Illinois 
Slate  Council: 

"WHEREAS,  We  have  many  of  our  con- 
iraclois  and  solicitors  doing  work  throughout 
the  country  with  a  crew  of  men  going  from 
one  job  to  another  with  little  respect  for  local 
(,-r  International  laws; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
a  contractor  or  a  solicitor  when  going  into  an- 
other local  union's  jurisdiction  to  do  work  shall 
notify  the  Secretary  of  the  local  union  prior 
lo  starting  said  work.  Said  contractor  or  solici- 
tor shall  have  the  privilege  to  bring  in  his  fore- 
man or  Superintendent.  All  other  members  must 
hv  employed  through  the  local  union  whose  jur- 
isdiction the  work  is  being  done,  provided  that 
said  local  is  able  to  furnish  required  number 
of  men." 

All  four  of  these  are  the  same  subject  mat- 
ter, almost  the  same  language  practically,  and 
your  Committee  recommends  concurrence  in 
i-Iesolution  No.  45,  with  the  addition  of  the 
word  "qualified"  after  the  word  "of"  in  the 
last  sentence  of  the  resolve,  making  it  read, 
'  jjrovided  that  said  local  is  able  to  furnish  re- 
quired number  of  qualified  men,"  and  recom- 
mends that  the  other  three  resolutions  be  filed 

Mr.  Chairman,  T  move  the  Committee  re- 
I)ort  be  adopted. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN:  I  second  the  mo- 
tion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY;  It  is  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 

Have  you  heard  the  motion'  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  Does  that  inter- 
fere with  the  District  Council  regulations 
regarding  the  same?  I  want  to  speak  on  this, 
Mr.  Chairman.  I  think  we  are  going  to  make 
a  serious  mistake  if  this  thing  is  passed. 
I  know  very  well  that  the  work  we  have 
done  in  our  organization  is  going  to  be  seri- 
ously interfered  with,  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  keep  the  50-50  as  it  is  now  in  our  con- 
stitution. 

DELEGATE  SKELLEY:  (Local  278):  I 
happen  to  be  out  on  the  Coast  and  I  am 
afraid  of  our  position  out  there.  T  am  hem 
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med  in  by  several  particular  locals.  I  don't 
mind  this  50-50.  That  is  fine  and  dandy  pro- 
viding you  follow  your  own  man.  But  when 
they  come  down  in  your  territory  where 
you  are  and  solicit  work  from  our  con- 
tractors and  plasterers,  then  bring  in  50-50, 
I  don't  think  that  is  fair,  and  I  have  a 
hunch  of  men  walking  on  the  street. 

I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  that  50-50,  when 
they  follow  their  own  men,  but  when  they 
come  in  and  solicit  the  work  in  somebody 
else's  territory  I  am  not  in  favor  of  it. 
Therefore,  I  am  in  favor  of  this  resolution. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY:  May  I  say 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  it 
isn't  mandatory  that  each  local  force  the 
foreman.  If  they  so  desire  they  may.  If  they 
wish  to  have  more  flexibility  in  their  parti- 
cular locality  and  allow  more  than  the  fore- 
man in  they  may  do  so. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  I  make  a  motion 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Board. 

(The  motion  was  duly  seconded). 

DELEGATE  REED  (Local  52):  Being 
the  sponsor  of  one  of  those  resolutions,  and 
being  in  a  position  where  I  have  seen  this 
tiling  work  with  this  contractor,  or  having  a 
crew  of  men  following  around,  perhaps  un- 
til six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  going 
to  work  at  lathing  at  eight,  I  think  there 
should  be  a  curb  put  on  the  contractor. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  I  made  a  motion 
—  it  was  seconded  —  to  refer  to  the  in- 
coming Executive  Board. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  en- 
tire subject  matter  be  referred  to  the  in- 
coming Executive  Board  for  their  consider- 
ation and  action.  You  have  heard  the  mo- 
tion. Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  I  think  if  it  is 
referred  to  the  Executive  Board  they  will 
have  more  time  to  analyze  the  situation  and 
draft  an  amendment  that  will  be  satisfactory 
to  all  concerned.  I  think  they  can  take  into 
consideration,  also,  making  a  provision  that 
when  a  contractor  goes  into  another  jurisdic- 
tion and  the  local  can't  furnish  the  men,  the 
men  that  he  brings  in  should  come  from  the 
local  jurisdiction  where  his  office  is  located, 
so  that  we  will  know  that  he  is  not  going  to 
bring  in  anybody  that  is  going  to  chisel. 
If  that  was  done,  then  the  old  section  that 
we  have  would  work  well. 


DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr. 
Chairman,  if  I  am  not  out  of  order,  I  would 
like  to  second  the  motion  of  Brother  Frank 
to  refer  the  entire  matter  to  the  E.^ecutive 
Board  and  let  them  thrash  it  out. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  amend- 
ment is  that  the  entire  matter  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Council  for  consideration  and 
action.  Is  it  the  intent  of  the  mover  of  the 
motion,  the  amendment,  that  the  Executive 
Board  shall  correct  that  and  insert  it  into 
the  law,  or  is  it  to  be  reported  to  the  next 
convention? 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  Reported  to  the 
next  convention. 

(Cries  of  "No"). 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  I  will  promise 
that  if  that  doesn't  go  we  will  make  it  the 
law. 

DELEGATE  HIGNIGHT  (Local  386): 
I  believe,  if  I  read  those  resolutions  right, 
that  Brother  George  Moore  has  one  there. 
Is  that  his?  Brother  Chairman,  you  ought 
to  give  this  some  thought,  because  that  is 
helping  out  the  smaller  locals  whicli  the  big 
locals  in  this  territory,  or  in  this  United 
States,  have  already.  They  have  those  local 
by-laws.  But  the  small  locals  want  it  Inter- 
nationally so  they  can  help  themselves.  We 
are  not  trying  to  put  any  hamstrings  on 
anybody,  but  we  don't  want  to  help  our  own 
members  to  keep  them  from  being  flooded 
by  these  big  contractors  who  float  into  your 
organization  and  run  you  out.  That  resolu- 
tion, I  believe,  is  as  good  as  can  be  gotten. 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (Illinois  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  the  reason  I  intro- 
duced this  resolution  was  due  to  the  ex- 
perience and  the  contact  I  have  had.  May 
I  say  to  you  delegates  from  the  South  that 
is  where  that  originated  in  my  mind.  I  saw 
this  happen  with  my  own  eyes.  I  see  it  now 
in  parts  of  the  West.  When  you  have  con- 
tractors that  go  around  with  a  certain  crew 
of  men  and  they  have  what  they  call  ad- 
vanced guards  when  the  job  is  about  finished 
that  they  will  advance  into  another  section 
where  they  have  another  big  post  office  or 
some  federal  building  ready  to  start,  and 
they  want  to  get  within  the  law  that  they 
have  to  be  there  three  months  to  he  classed 
as  local  members,  then  these  men,  when  the 
job  is  readj'  to  start,  are  employed  because 
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the  contractor  has  the  privilege,  according 
to  tlie  law,  to  take  fifty  per  cent  of  his  men 
into  that  jurisdiction. 

Those  men  from  Fort  Worth  and  down 
in  San  Antonio  know  that  is  a  fact,  because 
that  is  where  I  saw  it  in  operation.  We 
have  that  in  some  parts  of  Western  Illinois 
and  Iowa  the  same  way.  They  send  them  in. 
We  had  that  thing  happen  in  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  where  the  Business  Representative 
went  over  from  Galesburg  where  the  local 
is  situated  and  we  sent  one  of  our  organ- 
izers from  the  State  Council  to  assist  them 
to  run  these  men  ofT  of  the  job  where  the 
contractor  was  employing  them.  I  believe 
there  was  only  one  of  these  members  who 
was  in  good  standing,  and  the  rest  of  them 
were  not  within  our  International  Union, 
but  they  were  getting  by  with  it. 

This  resolution  was  introduced  to  take  care 
of  the  small  locals,  that  is  what  it  was.  We 
know  that  the  large  locals  are  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  There  is  nothing  there 
to  hurt  any  of  the  large  locals.  It  is  there 
to  help  the  small  locals,  and  that  is  what 
we  should  try  to  do  to  take  care  of  our 
small  locals  at  this  time. 

DELEGATE  CONNOR  (Local  72):  If  1 
read  this  resolution  right  —  in  Boston  50 
per  cent  of  our  men  work  throughout  New 
England.  Fifty  per  cent  of  our  workers  are 
out  of  town,  and  we  have  a  condition  in 
Boston  that  when  these  men  go  out  they 
go  out  for  Boston  wages,  $1,66  2/3  an  hour, 
and  they  go  out  with  their  traveling  time  and 
with  their  carfare  added.  Am  I  led  to  be- 
lieve that  if  this  resolution  is  passed  the  men 
in  my  organization  who  travel  have  to  go 
out  and  take  their  transfers  and  get  hired 
on  these  jobs  in  these  out  of  town  jurisdic- 
tions at  the  prevailing  wage  scale  and  de- 
prive themselves  of  getting  their  $1,66  2/3  an 
hour  to  go  out  for  $1.25  or  $1.37j/^  an  hour. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  ques- 
tion is  in  the  resolution,  Brother  Connor 
The  contractor  would  only  be  entitled  to 
bring  one  man,  the  foreman.  He  would  have 
to  hire  the  local  men  as  long  as  they  could 
furnish  capable  men  to  do  the  work. 

DELEGATE  CONNOR:  That  is  right. 
Mr.  Chairman,  but  in  New  England  there 
is  a  condition  whereby  possibly  80  per  cent 
of  the  work  that  is  done  through  New  Eng- 
land is  done  by  the  contractors  coming  out 
of  Boston.  The  majority  of  the  lathers  come 


out  of  Boston,  they  go  out  and  man  these 
jobs,  and  they  are  going  out  today  under 
a  very  favorable  condition.  They  are  going 
out  from  one  of  the  highest  wage  bcales  in 
our  section  of  the  country,  and  they  are 
going  out  also  with  their  carfares.  If  this 
resolution  is  passed,  in  iny  opinion  that  will 
be  taken  away  from  those  men,  and  those 
men  will  be  forced  to  take  their  transfers 
and  go  out  into  these  localities  where  pos- 
sibly in  some  of  them  there  is  not  enough 
men  to  man  the  job,  and  my  men  who  have 
to  go  out  and  leave  the  jurisdiction  of  Boston 
for  $1.25  or  $1.37^2  an  hour  when  they  could 
be  getting  $1,66  2/3  an  hour  and  their  car- 
fare. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN:  Mr.  Chairman, 
when  I  made  the  second  to  that  motion  I 
meant  that  the  Executive  Board  should 
handle  this  situation  and  it  be  printed  along 
with  the  other  laws  enacted  at  this  conven- 
tion. What  Brother  Moore  stated  is  correct, 
and  what  the  Brother  from  Boston  stated  is 
correct. 

We  should  have  an  opportunity  to  give 
this  thing  a  thorough  airing  from  all  sides, 
and  I  believe  that  that  can  more  properly 
be  done  in  front  of  the  Executive  Board 
where  you  will  have  a  better  opportunity  and 
a  longer  chance  to  go  into  these  matters. 
Therefore,  my  second  was  that  this  matter 
be  referred  immediately  to  the  Board  and 
some  action  taken  on  it. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  I  merely  want  to 
state  that  I  desire  that  the  Executive  Board 
take  under  advisement  the  question  of  retain- 
ing the  law  as  it  now  is  and  then  make  such 
amendments  to  it  that  will  provide  that  when 
the  contractor  goes  into  another  local  juris- 
diction that  any  men  that  he  brings  into  that 
jurisdiction  should  come  from  the  local  in 
which  he  has  his  office,  within  a  certain 
radius,  say,  300,  400  or  500  miles.  If  such 
an  amendment  was  made  to  the  present  law 
I  think  all  interests  would  be  protected. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  ques- 
tion resolves  on  the  amendment.  Do  you 
want  to  speak  on  the  amendment? 

DELEGATE  REED  (Local  52):  T  would 
be  glad  to  have  that  amended.  I  would  con- 
cur on  Brother  Connor's  resolution  instead  of 
the  one  I  put  in.  I  think  we  have  to  do  that 
to  curb  these  contractors  that  come  into  a 
local  and  become  too  powerful  and  try  to 
influence  the  vote  of  that  local  in  introduc- 
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ing  tlieir  own  Secretary,  wluch  1  have  bccii 
happen.  If  they  can  do  it  in  a  small  local 
tliey  can  get  control  of  a  bigger  local.  That 
could  happen. 

DELEGATE  HIGNIGHT:  Can  you 
make  an  amendment  to  an  amendment? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes,  cer- 
tainly. 

DELEGATE  HIGNIGHT:  The  amend- 
ment is  that  the  original  resolution  stay  as 
is,  and  the  Executive  Board  act  on  Brother 
Hagen's  recommendation  at  their  first  meet- 
ing, the  entire  matter  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board  at  their  first  meeting. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  There  is  a  motion 
before  the  house  now. 

My  point  was  this,  that  there  is  a  motion 
before  the  house  to  refer  the  entire  matter 
to  the  Executive  Board. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  is  an 
amendment  to  the  report  of  the  Committee. 
The  original  motion  is  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  be  adopted.  Your  amendment 
is  that  the  entire  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Council  for  consideration  and 
action. 

DELEGATE  SMITH  (Local  2):  I  am 
opposed  to  the  amendment.  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  report  of  the  committee.  Small  locals 
and  large  locals  are  agreed  on  the  need  of 
doing  something  that  will  correct  the  evil 
of  the  present  50-.S0  law,  whereby  the  con- 
tractors, floating  contractors,  can  travel 
around  the  country  with  their  gangs  of  men, 
paj'  them  off  in  the  dark  with  rain  checks 
and  do  the  deal  with  the  men  in  their  part- 
icular locality.  That  is  the  object  of  this 
resolution.  That  is  the  object  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee,  and  I  would  like  to  have 
the  amendment  defeated  and  the  report  of 
the  Committee  adopted. 

DELEGATE  CONNOR:  I  am  perfect- 
ly in  accord  with  going  on  with  anything 
that  is  going  to  help  the  best  interests  of 
this  International  Union,  but  I  am  certainly 
going  to  stand  on  my  feet  and  argue  for  the 
members  that  I  represent.  There  have  been 
one  or  two  things  that  possibly  I  feel  were 
acted  upon  by  the  International  Union  that 
has  taken  work  away  from  the  men  we  rep- 
resent, but  it  has  helped  me  in  this  Inter- 
national   Union    in    other    sections    of  the 


country,  and  in  that  I  refer  to  the  agree 
ment  that  was  signed  by  the  President  of 
this  International  Union  with  the  plasterers 
union. 

Since  I  have  been  in  this  convention  1 
have  talked  on  this  question  and  I  have 
found  throughout  the  country  it  has  helped 
the  members  of  the  International  Union  im- 
mensely, the  agreement,  but  it  has  hurt  us  in 
our  district. 

We  are  going  to  sacrifice  certain  parts  of 
this  work,  but  we  at  least  think  we  are  en- 
titled to  some  consideration  and  we  feel 
that  this  resolution,  if  passed,  will  hurt  us 
in  my  section  of  the  country. 

DELEGATE  MULLANE  (Local  67):  In 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  we  have  a  fifty- 
fifty  agreement  in  the  locals  there  and  if  this 
motion  goes  through  it  will  mean  that  that 
will  wipe  out  all  that.  The  boys  travelling 
out  of  any  particular  locality  will  carry  only 
one  man. 

I  will  say  that  we  have  no  trouble  over 
there  with  cheap  men  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases.  There 
may  be  one  or  two  shops  where  there  are 
a  few  men  in  the  —  Brother  Smith  says 
they  get  paid  ofT  in  the  dark  or  in  a  closet, 
but  I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  for  the 
few,  the  locals  have  the  remedy  in  their 
hands. 

They  know  who  these  men  are.  If  they 
want  to  apply  the  law  to  them  they  can  catch 
them.  It  might  be  a  little  work,  but  I  be- 
lieve, Mr.  Chairman,  that  that  fifty-fifty 
law  as  advocated  at  this  time  may  work  a 
hardship  for  the  men.  I  am  from  a  smalt 
local  and  not  a  big  local. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  a 
sufficient  number?  All  those  in  favor  signify 
l)y  raising  their  hands.  There  is  a  sufficient 
number. 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (Ilhnois  State 
Council):  What  are  we  voting  on,  Mr. 
Chairman? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  are  vot- 
ing on  the  amendment.  The  amendment  is 
to  refer  the  entire  subject  matter  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council.  The  original  motion  was 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  con- 
curred in.  We  will  vote  on  the  amendment. 
All  those  in  favor  of  the  amendment  will  sig- 
nify by  saying.  "Aye":  contrarv.  "Nn  "  The 
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lliair      in  All  those  in  favor  of  the 

ainendnient  \\\\\  signify  by  raising  their 
liancls. 

Tile  Secretin  >■  will  count  them. 

We  are  \otiug  to  refer  the  entire  subject 
111  liie  Exmiiive  Council.  I  have  repeated 
tliat,  I  tliiiiL,  I'jur  times. 

SECRETAIiY  FORD:  94. 

rRESinr:\'T  McSORLEY:  A11  those 
opposed? 

SECRETARY  FORD:  21. 

PRESlDl'.r.'T  AIcSORLEY:  94  to  21. 
i'he  amendment  is  carried. 

I  would  like  to  state,  brothers,  that  1 
have  been  just  notified  by  the  Committee 
that  the  collection  taken  up  for  Brother  Rapp 
amounted  to  $682.95.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Resolution  No.  36  on  page  101  is  a  duplication 
of  Resolution  No.  15.  It  was  merely  printed 
twice  and  for  the  record,  and  to  keep  it 
straight,  we  are  moving  it  be  filed.  I  move 
t!ie  adojitioti  of  the  Committee's  report,  Mr. 
Chairman. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  mo- 
tion!") 

PRF.SIDl.NT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularlv  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  tlic  Committee  be  adopted.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question ' 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  say- 
ing, "Aye";  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes" 
liave  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Resolution  No.  37  on  page  102  is  also  a 
duplic-ation  printed  twice  in  the  record.  T 
move  it  be  filed,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the 
adontion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

(■There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  mo 
tioii !") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
re-'ularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
po't  nf  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You 
hnve  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  readj'  for 
th^  nuestion? 

'There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
f:i  •'-ir  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  say- 
i--  "Ave";  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes" 
have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 


DELEGATE  HAGGEinA    (Local  42). 
Resolution  No.  38  on  page  102  has  been  with 
drawn  by  the  sponsor.  1  ino\'e  that  that  be 
permitted,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there 
any  objection  to  that  course?  There  appear- 
ing to  be  none,  it  will  be  the  order. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Resolution  No.  42  on  page  103. 

"WHEREAS,  When  the  L.I.U.  was  orig- 
inally organized  the  principal  duties  of 
organizers  was  the  organization  of  lathers 
into  local  unions;  and 

"WHEREAS,  Many  kinds  of  material 
coming  under  lathers'  jurisdiction  have  been 
developed  and  placed  on  the  market  since 

I  lien;  and 

"WHEREAS,  These  new  materials  have 
caused  many  new  types  of  construction  to 
be  developed,  some  of  them  being  of  a 
highly  technical  and  complicated  nature,  so 
much  so  that  our  industry,  through  its  evo- 
lution from  the  wood  lathing  stage  to  its 
present  important  position  in  the  construc- 
tion industry  has  during  the  past  25  years 
been  almost  completely  revolutionized;  and 

"WHEREAS:  An  organizer  of  today  is 
or  should  be  more  of  a  promoter  or  sales- 
man of  our  labor  than  merely  an  organizer 
as  the  word  'organizer'  originally  implied; 

"THEREFORE  RE  IT  RESOLVED. 
That  the  efTorts  of  our  organizers  who  are 
placed  in  the  field  by  the  General  President 
be  devoted  to  promotional  activities  in  as 
great  a  degree  as  possible  in  order  to  create 
work  for  the  present  members  of  the  L.I.U." 

Your  Committee  recommends  this  be  re- 
ferred to  the  incoming  President  and  Execu- 
tive Coimcil.  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
report. 

(There  were  cries  of  "Second  the  mo- 
tion!") 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  read\- 
for  the  question? 

(There    were    calls    for  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying. 
"Aye";  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes"  have 
it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 
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UKl.EGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Resolution  No.  43  on  pa^c  103.  1  will  read 
the  whole  resolution: 

"WHEREAS,  The  conditions  prevalent  in 
the  lathing  industry  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  are  in  a  deplorable  condition;  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  Wood,  Wire  and  Met- 
al Lathers'  International  Union  is  repre- 
sented by  only  seven  local  unions  in  thv 
Dominion,  and  these  Local  Unions  with 
their  small  membership  fighting  various 
forces  intent  upon  their  destruction;  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  membership  of  Local 
97  consider  that  lack  of  a  Canadian  repre- 
sentative on  our  International  Executive 
Council  has  contributed  largely  to  the  con- 
dition cited  above;  and 

"WHEREAS,  It  IS  our  solemn  opinion 
that  the  Lathers'  International  Union  in  the 
Dominion  is  threatened  with  extinction 
should  the  present  policy  be  continued; 

"BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED. 
That  at  this  Eighteenth  Convention  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  Interna- 
tional Union,  a  resident  Canadian  of  five 
years'  good  standing  in  a  local  union  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  Interna- 
tional Union  situated  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  be  elected  to  our  International  Ex- 
ecutive Board,  and  he  shall  be  known  as  tlic 
Canadian  representative  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and   Metal   Lathers'   International  Union." 

Submitted  by  H.  R.  Weller,  Local  97,  and 
C.  B.  Berwick,  Local  40. 

Your  Committee  recommends  the  resolution 
be  referred  to  the  incoming  President  and 
I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Comtnittee's 
report. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  read> 
for  the  question? 

DELEGATE  HART  (Local  97):  I  wi.sh 
to  thank  the  Committee  for  the  courtesy  ac- 
corded me  as  a  delegate  in  place  of  Brother 
Weller,  who  is  absent  through  sickness.  J 
must,  however,  disagree  with  this  decision 
in  view  of  the  serious  situation  in  Canada. 
However,  if  I  am  in  order,  I  will  make  a 


motion  that  this  be  referred  for  serious 
consideration  to  the  incoming  Executive 
Board. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  make 
that  as  an  amendment? 

DELEGATE  HART  (Local  97):  As  an 
amendment. 
..  .  .  The  amendment  was  duly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  amend- 
ment to  the  Committee's  report  is  that  the 
subject  matter  be  referred  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Board.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question. 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Do  you  want 
to  discuss  it? 

DELEGATE  HART  (Local  97):  I  might 
say  another  word.  I  can  talk  here  all  day  and 
it  wouldn't  help  this  situation,  as  I  see  it.  So 
I  take  this  course. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  of  adopting  the  amendment  will  signify 
by  saying,  "Aye";  contrary,  "No".  The 
"Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered.  The 
matter  is  referred  to  the  Executive  Council. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Resolution  No.  44  on  page  104. 

"WHEREAS,  A  reinstated  members' 
transfer  may  be  rejected  by  any  Local  of 
our  International  Union  if  he  has  not  been 
in  good  standing  for  two  years; 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  we  change  the  last  line  of  Section  171 
where  it  applies  to  resident  limit  to  transfer 
members  to  contract  shall  not  exceed  two 
years." 

Signed  by  George  T.  Moore.  Your  Com- 
mittee recommends  concurrence  with  the 
resolve  changed  to  read,  as  follows:  "RE- 
SOLVED, That  we  change  the  last  line  of 
Section  171  to  read  'shall  not  exceed  two 
years'.". 

Wait  a  minute!  That  is  not  very  clear. 
It  is  a  typographical  error  here  in  the  trans- 
cribing. We  just  want  to  get  the  proper 
wording  in  the  Constitution  if  we  are  going 
to  change  it.    The  resolution  should  read: 

"RESOLVED,  That  we  change  the  last 
line  of  Section  171  to  read  shall  not  exceed 
two  years'."  That  is  right. 
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So  that  tlie  Section  reads  i)roi)erly,  Sec- 
tion 171  reads  as  follows:  "That  the  fee 
charged  contractors  or  solicitors  shall  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  each  local,  but  not  to 
exceed  $100.  The  resident  limit  will  not 
exceed  one  year." 

We  are  recommending  that  the  "one  year" 
be  changed  to  "two  years."  The  resolve  is 
therefore  worded  that  way.  The  Committee 
move  concurrence  and  move  the  adoption  of 
the  Committee's  report. 

.  .  .  There  were  cries  of  "Second  the 
motion!"  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye";  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes"  have 
it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Resolution  No.  46  on  page  104: 

"WHEREAS,  There  are  times  when  many 
of  our  Local  Unions  are  involved  in  a  juris- 
dictional dispute  or  other  trouble  where  it 
is  necessary  to  have  an  organizer  as  early 
as  possible; 

"BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED, 
That  any  state  that  has  a  state  council  and 
has  been  organized  for  at  least  five  years  and 
has  a  state  business  representative  on  call  to 
take  care  of  any  immediate  trouble,  such 
state  council  shall  be  allowed  SO  per  cent 
of  the  expenses  incurred  by  such  council 
from  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  of  our 
International  Union." 

Submitted  by  George  T.  Moore. 

Your  Committee  recommends  non-concur- 
rence and  I  move  the  Committee's  report  be 
adopted. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  be 
adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are 
you  ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  liiose  m 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye";  cotrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTV  (Local  42): 
Resolution  No.  50,  not  printed,  to  add  to 
Section  112. 

"At  the  discretion  of  the  Local  Union 
where  such  temporary  need  of  men  exists, 
members  coming  in  will  be  permitted  to  leave 
their  transfers  in  their  home  local  (the  local 
they  come  from)  paying  their  dues  to  that 
local,  and  assessments,  if  any,  in  the  territory 
of  the  temporary  shortage  of  men." 

Signed  by  Frank  R.  Smith,  Sylvester 
James,  W.  S.  Limes,  J.  A.  McDermitt,  A. 
Nicholson,  E.  F.  Vanderhoff,  and  Charles 
J.  Case. 

Your  Comittee  recommends  non-currence, 
and  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's 
report,  Mr.  Chairman. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  1  .sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye";  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Mr.  Chairman,  your  Committee  will  ask 
your  indulgence  for  permission  to  introduce 
this  resolution,  which  was  not  in  on  time 
and  is  merely  a  clarification  of  a  Section  of 
the  Constitution  which  we  found  omitted, 
brought  to  our  attention  by  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  I  will  read  it  and  you  can 
ascertain  whether  you  want  to  consider  it 
or  not. 

This  is  resolution  No.  52,  not  printed: 

"WHEREAS,  Your  Committee's  attention 
was  called  to  the  need  for  a  clarification  of 
Section  38(b) ; 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
That  the  word  'automatic'  be  inserted  on 
the  first  line  of  Page  16  before  the  word 
'suspension'." 

Signed  by  the  entire  Committee  (Law 
and  Resolutions). 
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I  will  read  the  Section  so  you  will  iiiuler- 
>iaiul  what  happened  to  it.  Section  38  is 
notice  of  suspension,  which  you  are  familiar 
with.  In  38(b)  we  said  "Address  is  in  his 
possession,  he  shall  notify  all  members  due 
for  suspension."  We  inserted  the  word 
"Automatic"  to  clarify  the  law. 

1  would  like  you  to  consider  that,  and  if 
you  do,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Com- 
mittee's report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  any 
objection  to  the  introduction  of  the  resolu- 
tion? There  appearing  to  be  none,  it  will 
be  so  ordered. 

A  motion  recurs  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution.  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the 
usual  consent  by  saying,  "Aye";  contrary 
"No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Resolution  No.  41  on  page  103  was  over- 
looked by  your  Committee  through  an  error 
in  the  transmittal  between  the  oftlce  and  the 
Committee.  It  is  in  the  book  and  it  is  up 
for  your  consideration. 

"WHEREAS,  Section  106  of  the  Interna- 
tional Union  Constitution  expired  January 
1,  1938,  and  conditions  of  work  at  that  time 
did  not  give  opportunity  to  many  of  our  sus- 
pended brothers  to  take  advantage  of  this 
Section ; 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
commencing  October  1,  1939,  to  and  including 
October  1,  1940,  that  Section  106  be  continued 
in  force  during  this  period." 

Section  106  provides  that  suspended  mem- 
bers during  a  certain  period  of  time  from  1930 
on  could  reinstate  without  loss  of  their  insur- 
ance and  benefits  up  until  1938,  I  believe.  This 
resolution  will  continue  it  on  from  October  1, 
1939,  if  adopted,  to  October  1,  1940. 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence 
and  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's 
report,  Mr.  Chairman. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY  :  You  have  heard 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  It  has 
been  moved  and  seconded  that  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

(There  were  calls  for  the  (jucstion). 


I'RKSIDLNT  AlcSORLEY;  All  those  w 
ia\c)r  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying. 
"A)  e" ;  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  :  Mr. 
C  hairnian,  this  about  completes  the  report  of 
the  Committee. 

1  have  a  resolution  introduced  in  behalf  of 
tlie  Committee  and  will  read  it  for  your  benc- 
lit  to  see  whether  30U  will  consider  it  or  not 

"We  your  Committee  on  Resolution  and 
Laws,  in  submitting  our  final  report,  feel  we 
and  the  convention  itself  would  be  remiss  in 
our  duty  and  our  sense  of  obligation  to  the 
men  and  women  of  New  York  City  and  its 
great  metropolitan  area  who  have  contributed 
so  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  visiting  delegates, 
their  wives  and  families  and  the  host  of  visiting; 
friends,  did  we  not  take  this  opportunity  to 
express  our  sincere  appreciation  of  their  tire- 
less efforts  for  our  entertainment  and  comfort  ; 
therefore  be  it 

"RESOLVED,  That  the  18th  Convention  ni 
session  assembled  this  15th  day  of  September, 
1939,  do  at  this  time  extend  to  Local  No.  46 
and  the  afiiliated  locals,  their  officers  and  mem- 
bers, wives  and  families  and  their  many  friends 
who  gave  them  their  untiring  cooperation  in 
their  magnificent  program  for  our  entertain- 
ment, pleasure  and  comfort,  be  given  as  a  sin- 
cere token  of  our  appreciation  the  rising  voU 
of  thanks  of  this  convention." 

We  move  the  concurrence  and  1  move  t  he- 
adoption  of  the  report.  Signed  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  m 
favor  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
please  rise. 

(The  Delegates  arose  and  applauded) 

DELEGATE  HAGGERTY  (Local  42)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  completes  the  report  of  yotrr 
Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Laws.  I  movi- 
that  the  report  as  a  whole  be  adopted 

DELEGATE  DUTY  (Local  33)  :  1  second 
the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Law;< 
be  adopted  as  a  whole.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question - 

(There  were  calls  for  the  question). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"Aye" ;  contrary,  "No."  The  "Ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 
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SECRETARY  EURD .  Mr.  Cliairinaii,  1 
liave  a  telegram  just  received  here  by  C.  T. 
Clark  of  Chicago : 

"Express  iny  regrets  to  Latiicrs'  Convention 
my  inability  to  attend.  Advise  llicin  believe  we 
liave  excellent  prospect  ahead  provided  there 
.ire  adequate  number  of  experienced  lathers 
.Lvailable  to  do  light  iron  and  partition  work  we 
.ire  extensively  promoting  and  expect  to  con- 
linne  in  the  future."  (Signed)  E.  M.  Lurie. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection,  that  telegram  will  be  incorporated  in 
the  record  of  the  convention.  There  appearing 
to  be  none,  it  will  be  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  MASO  (Local  143)  :  Point  of 
special  privilege.  May  I  be  permitted  to  read 
a  motion  in  the  interests  of  the  entire  labor 
movement  of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Wait  until  we 
get  up  to  that  order  of  business. 

The  next  order  of  business  is  Good  and  Wel- 
fare. 

DELEGATE  MOORE  (Illinois  State  Coun- 
cil) :  Mr.  President  and  Delegates:  I  am  pinch- 
hitting  now  for  Delegate  Rapp  of  Sheboygan, 
who  is  in  the  hospital.  These  photographs  that 
you  see  here  are  of  a  steel  house  that  hap- 
pens to  be  built  in  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin. 

"More  work  for  the  lather"  is  the  whole 
story  of  the  steel  frame,  metal  lath  and  con- 
crete stucco  house  now  being  built  by  Brother 
Elmer  Haack  of  Local  No.  299  at  Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin. 

I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  this  house 
that  Brother  Haack  is  putting  up  because  the 
system  of  construction  that  is  being  used  was 
originated  several  years  ago  by  Mr.  E.  M. 
Lurie,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Metal  Lath  Man- 
ufacturers Association.  The  purpose  was  not 
only  to  give  the  public  a  better  house,  a  "100- 
year  house,"  with  all  of  the  qualities  that  are 
a  part  of  the  finest  lathing  and  plastering  ob- 
tainable, but  also  to  provide  a  greater  amount 
of  work  for  lathers  throughout  the  country. 

As  you  all  well  know,  there  are  many  mil- 
lions of  yards  of  wall  and  ceiling  surfaces  in 
homes  being  built  today  in  all  sections  of  the 
country  that  should  mean  many  hours  of  work 
for  all  of  you.  The  trouble  is  that  plaster  sub- 
stitutes and  other  types  of  plaster  bases  have 
taken  a  majority  of  this  work  away  from  you. 

The  secret  of  the  "Lurie"  tvpe  of  construc- 
tion is  that  only  the  lathers  can  erect  it  be- 
cause plaster  substitutes  cannot  be  used,  and 


therefore  every  house  built  according  to  this 
system  is  a  guarantee  of  work  for  the  lathers 

The  photographs  which  I  have  here  and 
wliich  will  shortly  be  passed  around  to  you 
sliow  the  progress  of  work  on  the  house  being 
built  by  Brother  Haack. 

A  conventional  concrete  block  foundation 
was  set  on  poured  concrete  footings.  Around 
the  top  of  the  foundation  walls  a  12-incli  deep 
(durse  of  concrete  was  poured  to  tie  the 
foundation  together,  which  is  necessary  when  a 
skeleton  steel  frame  is  used. 

Once  the  steel  frame  is  in  place,  the  build- 
ing becomes  a  "'lather's  paradise,"  because  the 
outside  walls,  the  inside  walls  and  partitions, 
tlie  floor  and  the  roof  all  are  of  concrete  or 
I-laster  on  metal  lath. 

As  you  can  see  from  the  photographs  and 
from  the  line-drawing,  the  outside  walls  are 
framed  with  54  inch  steel  channels  spaced 
twelve  to  sixteen  inches  on  centers.  Two  or 
three  rows  of  horizontal  %  inch  channels  are 
placed  back  of  these  studs  to  "tie"  the  studs 
together  all  the  way  around  the  house.  Alter- 
nate studs  are  then  "doubled-up"  by  erecting 
a  second  row  of  channel  studs,  spaced  twenty- 
four  to  thirty-two  inches  on  centers,  against 
the  back  of  the  horizontal  channels.  The  per- 
spective cross-section  through  the  wall,  which 
is  included  among  the  photographs  being  passed 
around,  shows  the  relative  position  of  each  of 
these  members. 

Galvanized  flat  expanded  metal  lath  is  then 
wire  tied  to  this  framework  of  steel  charmels, 
and  the  outside  is  ready  for  plastering.  As 
again  may  be  seen  from  the  photographs,  the 
lath  may  be  shaped  to  meet  any  type  of  archi- 
tectural form,  so  that  even  with  the  same  steel 
from  the  exteriors  of  a  dozen  buildings  can 
be  made  totally  unlike  each  other. 

Concrete  stucco,  consisting  of  a  1 :3  mix  of 
Portland  cement  and  sand,  is  then  applied  in 
successive  coats  to  both  sides  of  the  metal 
lath  until  the  wall  is  built  up  to  a  minimum 
thickness  of  two  inches.  Both  vertical  and  hori- 
zontal ribs  three  or  four  inches  thick  at  about 
2yi  foot  intervals  are  plastered  on  at  the  same 
time. 

The  interior  walls  consist  of  metal  lath  and 
plaster  on  ^  inch  channel  studs,  with  mineral 
wool  in  blanket  form  attached  to  the  back  of 
the  studs  to  provide  insulation. 

Two  inch  solid  metal  lath  and  plaster  parti- 
tions are  to  be  used  throughout  the  house  with 
the  exception  of  one  hollow  metal  lath  parti- 
tion between  the  bathroom  and  kitchen 
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The  pilclicd  room  was  constructed  of  ^  inch 
rib  metal  lath  on  top  of  which  was  poured  a 
two  inch  tliickness  of  ordinary  concrete.  Then 
one  inch  of  nailing  concrete  was  poured  on  top 
of  this  to  permit  nailing  shingles  directly  to 
the  roof.  Underneath  tliis  roof  will  be  a  sus- 
pended metal  lath  and  plaster  ceiling. 

The  floor  consists  of  inch  rib  metal  lath 
over  steel  joists,  the  metal  lath  serving  both  as 
form  work  and  as  reinforcing  for  the  2^  inch 
concrete  slab  which  was  poured  on  it.  A  furred 
metal  lath  and  plaster  ceiling  will  be  "ttached 
directly  to  the  underside  of  these  steel  joists. 
A  unique  feature  is  that  the  space  between 
joists  will  be  used  as  the  ventilating  ducts  for 
the  warm  air  heating  system. 

From  the  description  that  I  have  given,  you 
can  readily  see  the  yardage  of  work  in  each 
of  these  houses  that  goes  to  the  lathers. 
Brother  Haack  realized  this  and,  therefore,  was 
willing  to  go  ahead  and  invest  his  own  time 
and  all  of  the  money  necessary  to  finance  this 
house,  because  he  believes  in  the  construction 
one  hundred  per  cent.  He  knows  that  it  is 
going  to  bring  him  more  work  in  the  future, 
and  he  is  certain  that  it  can  do  the  same  for 
you. 

Brother  Haack  has  alreadj'  received  many 
inquiries  from  people  who  would  like  to  have 
him  build  the  same  type  of  house  for  them, 
and  he  is  also  planning  on  building  at  least 
two  other  similar  houses  in  nearby  cities. 

This  is  an  opportunity  for  the  lathers  to  en- 
sure more  work  for  themselves,  and  now  is 
the  time  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

I  may  say  that  this  house  that  is  being  built, 
in  talking  to  Brother  Haack  (Brother  Rapp) 
last  week,  he  stated  that  this  house  can  be 
built  for  $4,500  in  this  section  where  he  is 
located. 

I  may  say  further  when  President  McSorley, 
Brother  Case  and  Brother  Haggerty  and  I 
believe  Brother  Hagen  were  down  in  Houston, 
Texas,  we  also  went  out  and  looked  at  a  steel 
house.  This  house  was  finished.  I  want  to  say 
to  you  men  it  was  one  of  the  nicest  five-room 
homes  that  I  have  ever  gone  into.  There  was 
also  a  garage  in  the  rear  of  the  yard.  Sultenfuss 
was  the  general  plastering  contractor. 

When  we  were  there  he  could  not  get  a  loan, 
a  F.H.A.  loan,  on  the  building  until  the  night 
that  we  left,  and  he  showed  us  a  telegram 
where  he  had  permission  to  build  five  of  these 
same  houses.  Now,  that  house,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  right,  would  sell  for  $,'i,600.  That 
was  a  beautiful  house. 


1  can't  see  the  reason  why  we  can't  promote 
more  of  these  houses.  If  you  will  note,  in  the 
Executive  Board's  report  and  the  report  of  the 
General  President,  the  Board  recommended  to 
the  President  that  we  start  erecting  a  steel 
house  in  Washington  to  try  to  promote  steel 
houses. 

In  Chicago  at  the  present  time  we  have  some 
three  or  four  going  up,  but  those  houses  are 
not  the  type  of  houses  that  I  would  like  to  see. 
There  is  too  much  heavy  steel  in  these  houses 
of  Satterlee's  and  it  gives  us  somewhat  of  a 
little  jurisdictional  dispute  with  the  iron  work- 
ers. 

If  we  could  promote  a  house  like  the  house 
that  I  saw  in  Houston,  I  would  say  that  is  the 
house  that  will  give  us  less  jurisdictional  dis- 
putes and  wc  could  get  places  for  the  lathers 
in  the  erection  of  this  type  of  house. 

I  thank  you.  (Applause). 

DELEGATE  FAIRBANKS  (Local  224)  : 
Our  Local  went  into  this  advertising  campaign 
about  four  years  ago.  We  erected  a  little  bit 
of  a  house,  a  little  model,  and  put  it  in  a  Labor 
Day  parade,  and  we  got  such  tremendous  ap- 
plause from  this  thing,  that  inquiries  by  the 
hundreds,  by  the  thousands  came  in  want- 
ing to  know  if  we  could  produce  a  full-sized 
liouse  on  this  same  principle,  so  that  we  got 
our  architect  there  to  draw  us  a  plan  and  guar- 
antee the  stress  and  strain  of  the  material. 

It  was  all  new  to  us  to  a  certain  extent.  We 
built  the  house  which  these  gentlemen  saw  in 
Houston  and  they  were  a  little  bit  doubtful  of 
it  themselves.  They  seemed  to  be  then,  but  how- 
ever it  is  standing  there  now  for  nineteen 
months  with  no  defects  whatever,  and  since 
then  we  have  built  eight  of  those  houses. 

These  houses  are  built  in  entirety  out  of 
bars,  these  studs  of  different  sizes,  from  six- 
inch  to  two-inch.  It  is  not  welded,  absolutely 
not  welded.  We  go  on  the  principle  that  flex- 
ibility and  the  metal  lath  is  the  big  secret  of 
it.  If  you  make  it  too  rigid  your  lath  plaster 
bolt  breaks.  It  deteriorates  and  goes  to  waste. 

It  is  tied  with  wire,  that  is  all;  not  a  weld 
in  it.  We  do  have  a  few  turnbuckles  to  keep 
it  down  temporarily  until  the  plaster,  the 
(luter  coat,  is  set. 

Now  we  have  had  visitors  from  every  part 
of  the  country  down  there  since  then  to  see 
that  house.  They  still  have  their  eye  on  it. 
It  was  finished  beautifully  inside  by  the 
plasterer,  I  will  guarantee  you  that.  All  of 
that  labor,  the  lathing,  the  plastering,  and 
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nearly  all  tlic  iiiateiial  was  donated.  Wc  got 
to  llie  material  men  and  tlicy  donated  not  all 
of  it  but  nearly  all  of  it.  However,  the  labor 
was  all  donated. 

He  spoke  of  this  plasterer.  He  has  a  patent 
on  this  stull  which  is  a  stumbling  block  in 
the  whole  thing;  some  little  two-bit  patent 
that  1  really  don't  know  so  much  about.  But 
you  do  have  to  pay  him  a  royalty  when  you 
build  one  of  those  houses.  That  is  a  court 
law  down  there  anyway.  That  has  retarded 
it.  H  we  could  get  around  that  little  thing 
we  could  build  many  a  one  of  those  houses 
in  Texas  in  the  ne.\t  five  years.  It  is  all 
lath  labor,  with  maybe  $40  or  $50  of  car- 
penter labor  for  the  form. 

If  we  could  start  this  campaign  and  get  it 
going  all  over  the  United  States — and  we 
know  now  they  will  stand — we  wouldn't 
have  any  unemployed  men,  and  we  would 
have  to  double  the  number  of  what  we  now 
have. 

The  last  house  we  built  was  an  ordinary 
workingman's  home  as  they  call  it.  It  is  five 
rooms  and  a  bath  and  a  single  garage.  The 
one  I  alluded  to  previously  had  a  double 
garage  and  an  apartment  above  it.  It  was 
built  — 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Not  on  the 
small  house.   You  mean  McClellan's  house. 

DELEGATE  FAIRBANKS:  Yes,  the  big 
one,  but  the  later  one  we  built  was  an  ordi- 
nary workingman's  home,  a  four  room  home 
with  a  built-in  porch  and  bath  and  so  forth, 
and  a  single  garage. 

The  total  lath  labor,  mind  you,  ready  for 
the  plaster,  cement  base,  pitch  moulding  and 
comer  bead  —  the  total  cost  of  that  house 
was  $486  labor,  and  the  average  cost  of  the 
carpentry  for  the  same  thing  would  have 
been  better  than  a  thousand. 

So  you  see  we  can  easily  compete,  and 
the  terms  are  cheaper.  It  is  much  cheaper 
than  lumber.  And  down  in  that  country  we 
have  the  termite  who  is  a  little  fellow  but 
he  will  eat  a  big  house  up  and  no  chemical 
will  stop  him.  The  only  known  thing  is 
cement.  Thank  you.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there 
any  further  remarks  under  good  and  welfare? 

DELEGATE  BRODEUR  (Tri-State  Dis- 
trict Council):  I  imagine  this  would  come 
under  good  and  welfare.  Unfortunately,  this 
body  did  not  accept  today  any  resolutions 
that  pertained  to  the  older  members,  but 


there  were  recommendations  made,  1  believe, 
that  two  of  the  resolutions  be  referred  back 
to  the  Executive  Conunittee.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  organi- 
zation, this  International  Union,  will  be  able 
to  see  their  way  clear  to  at  least  bring  out 
one  of  those  resolutions,  with  the  proviso 
that  they  can  take  care  of  it  through  financial 
ways  in  some  means  to  protect  the  older 
members. 

I  know  that  those  resolutions  which  were 
defeated  were  defeated  for  one  reason,  that 
they  did  not  carry  any  proviso  as  to  how  the 
finances  to  govern  these  funds  would  be 
taken  up.  I  therefore,  would  like  to  ask  the 
incoming  Executive  Board  to  see  their  way 
clear  to  raise  the  finances,  in  some  way,  to 
cover  the  older  members  and  protect  them; 
and  probably  reduce  some  of  the  finances 
that  we  have  at  the  present  time,  even  if 
they  did  have  to  do  that. 

DELEGATE  MASO  (Local  143):  Mr. 
Chairman,  my  motion  reads  as  follows:  BE 
IT  RESOLVED  that  this  convention  urge 
all  officers  of  the  State  Federations  of  Labor 
to  send  a  letter  to  all  its  affiliated  unions  to 
give  a  donation  to  the  Minneapolis  Central 
Labor  Union,  W.P.A.  Defense  Committee, 
for  the  defense  of  the  Minneapolis  W.P.A. 
arrested  strike  victims. 

DELEGATE  HAGEN  (Local  73):  I  sec- 
ond that  motion,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
motion  ofTered  by  Delegate  Maso  be  adopted. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready 
for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  will  give 
the  usual  consent  by  saying  "Aye";  contrary. 
The  "Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

DELEGATE  FRANK  (Local  190):  One 
matter  we  forgot.  I  would  like  to  make  a 
motion  that  this  convention  go  on  record 
against  the  United  States  of  America  being 
involved  in  the  present  imperialist  European 
war,  and  in  favor  of  strict  neutrality  by  our 
nation. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Do  I  hear  a 
second  to  the  motion? 

(The  motion  was  seconded.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  mo- 
tion —  have  you  got  it  in  writing,  Brother 
Frank? 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  Yes. 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  motion 
reads,  "That  the  convention  go  on  record 
against  the  United  States  of  America  being 
involved  in  the  present  European  imperial- 
istic war,  and  in  favor  of  strict  neutrality  by 
this  nation." 

You  have  heard  the  motion. 

DELEGATE  FRANK:  "By  our  nation." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  those  in 
lavor  of  the  motion  to  adopt  this  resolution 
will  signify  by  saying  "Aye";  contrary.  The 
"Ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Is  there  anything  further  under  the  head 
of  good  and  welfare? 

DELEGATE  KLINK  (Westchester  Dis- 
trict Council) :  On  behalf  of  Local  46  I  would 
like  to  thank  all  of  the  delegates  who  have 
attended  this  convention.  They  have  con- 
ducted themselves  in  a  wonderful  manner. 
I  want  to  say  that  I  have  never  attended 
and  I  don't  think  anybody  else  has  ever 
attended  a  finer  convention. 

I  want  to  say  that  I  would  like  to  have 
the  delegates  go  back  and  say  to  themselves 
that  Local  46  is  different  than  what  I  thought 
it  was.  Local  46  hopes  and  trusts  that  every 
delegate  here  has  a  very  safe  return  to  his 
home.  (Applause). 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
remarks  under  good  and  welfare? 

If  not,  I  would  like  to  szy  a  word  myself, 
inasmuch  as  the  sessions  of  the  convention 
are  about  to  come  to  a  close,  I  realize  that 
we  are  facing  some  strenuous  times.  You 
have  elected  j'our  ofificials  here  today,  and  I 
sincerely  trust  that  when  you  go  back  to 
your  local  unions  that  you  will  endeavor  to 
see  that  they  attempt  to  work  in  coopera- 
tion and  harmony  with  the  officials  of  the 
International  L^^nion  to  the  end  that  the  besi 
interests  of  all  will  be  served. 

I  think  that  if  we  all  put  our  shoulders  to 
the  wheel,  take  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  our  organization,  if  we  are  willing 
to  assume  some  of  the  responsibilities  of 
managing  the  organization,  there  is  no  ques- 
tion in  my  mind  but  we  can  make  this  Inter- 
national Union  a  bigger,  better  and  a  more 


successful  one  in  the  next  three  years.  1 
sincerely  hope  that  we  shall  receive  the  full 
cooperation  of  all  of  the  delegates  to  this 
convention  and  all  of  our  afBliated  local 
unions  during  the  next  three  years  in  order 
to  be  able  to  come  to  Chicago  with  a  bigger 
and  a  better  record  of  progress  than  we  have 
had  at  this  one. 

I  also  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  the  delegates  who  have  attended  this 
convention  for  their  kindness,  their  courtesy 
and  their  attention  here  at  the  sessions,  and 
I  assure  you  that  your  actions  here  will  be 
reflected  to  the  best  interests  of  our  organi- 
zations in  the  records  of  the  convention. 

I  thank  you.  (Applause). 

If  any  of  the  brothers  haven't  received  any 
of  the  folders  and  compacts — folders  is  all 
they  have  left — they  can  see  the  committee 
at  the  rear  of  the  hall  here  and  get  those. 

If  there  is  nothing  further  to  come  before 
the  convention  I  would  ask  the  newly  elected 
ofificers  to  come  forward. 

(The  newly  elected  officers  came  forward.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  you  offi- 
cers will  raise  your  right  hands  and  repeat 
your  names  after  me.  "I,  William  J.  Mc- 
Sorley  (the  ofificers  repeated  their  own  names 
at  this  point)  do  hereby  solemnly  promise 
on  my  honor  that  I  will  faithfully  perform 
to  the  best  of  my  ability  all  the  duties  of 
my  office  devolving  on  me  as  an  officer  of 
this  International  Union,  and  I  promise  to  do 
all  within  my  power  to  uphold  and  advance 
the  interests  of  the  organization  and  its 
members. 

And  in  making  these  avowals  I  pledge 
myself  to  adhere  to  and  be  guided  by  the 
laws  set  forth  in  our  International  Consti- 
tution." 

So  say  you  all. 

If  there  is  no  further  business  to  come 
before  the  convention  we  will  stand  ad- 
journed sine  die,  until  1942,  the  second  Mon- 
day in  September. 

(Thereupon  the  convention  adjourned  at 
6:20  P.M. 
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The  lollowiiig  is  a  list  ol  the  Delegates 
whose  Credentials  were  aeeepted  by  the  18th 
CoiiveiUiou  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Latliers'  international  Union,  held  in  New  York 
City,  September  11th  to  IStli,  1939. 

iA)cal  No. 

1 —  Columbus,  Ohio:  J.  W.  Limes. 

2 —  Cleveland,  Oiiio:  Frank  k.  Smitii. 
•1 — Scranton,  Pa. :  W.  J  .  Horan. 

S — Detroit,  Mich. :  Jas.  L.  McCann. 
9— Washington,  D.  C. :  W.  W.  Wallace. 

10 —  Milwaukee,  Wis. :  Mike  Zahn. 

11—  Norfolk,  Va.:  Harold  J.  Miller. 
14 — Rochester,  N.  Y. :  J.  E.  Ferguson. 

18 —  Louisville,  Ky. :  J.  E.  Springer. 

19—  Joliet,  111.:  L.  F.  Buell. 

20 —  Springiieid,  111. :  Louis  Kodier. 

23 —  Bridgeport,  Conn. :  J.  R.  Piccirillo. 

24—  Toledo,  Ohio:  H.  13.  Kimple. 

25—  Springfield,  Mass. :  Leo  H.  Stone. 

26—  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. :  H.  W.  Andrews. 

27 —  Kansas  City,  Mo. :  Elwood  Eshe. 

28—  Youngstown,  Ohio:  H.  M.  Durell. 

29—  Atlantic  City,  N.  ].:  C.  A.  Dickerson. 

30 —  Dayton,  Ohio:  Ora  A.  Kress. 

31 —  Holyoke,  Mass. :  Kaoul  Beaudry. 

32—  Buffalo,  N.  Y. :  Peter  Mackie. 

33—  Pittsburgh,  Pa.:  Jos.  H.  Duty. 

34—  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. :  J.  McNally. 
36 — Peoria,  111. :  Francis  Baker. 

39 —  Indianapolis,  Ind. :  Geo.  H.  Stevenson. 

40 —  Muncie,  Ind. :  C.  B.  Berwick. 

42 — Los  Angeles,  Calif. :  C.  J.  Haggert)-. 

46—  New  York  City,  N.  Y. :  Walter 

Matthews. 

47 —  Cincinnati,  Oliio :  Chas.  J.  Case. 

48 —  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. :  I.  H.  York. 

49—  Pueblo,  Colo.:  C.  J.  Herschell. 

51—  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. :  H.  J.  Liebig. 

52—  Utica,  N.  Y.:  Claude  Reed. 

53 —  Philadelphia,  Pa. :  James  Le3'den. 

55 — Memphis,  Tenn. :  E.  W.  Brinkmeyer. 
57 — Binghamton,  N.  Y. :  H.  Sternberg. 
59 — Jacksonville,  Fla. :  W.  E.  Summers. 
62 — New  Orleans,  La. :  C.  R.  Nicholas. 

64—  E.  St.  Louis,  111.:  F.  J.  Wilbcrt. 

65 —  San  Francisco,  Calif. :  T.  L.  Young. 

66 —  Trenton,  N.  J.:  J.  J.  MacDonough. 

67 —  Jersey  City,  N.  J. :  Pat  Mullane. 

68—  Denver,  Colo.:  J.  H.  Alitchell. 

70 —  Terre  Haute,  Ind. :  Leroy  A.  Wilson. 

71—  Akron,  Ohio:  E.  Wolf. 

72 —  Boston,  Mass. :  H.  L.  Connor. 

73 —  St.  Louis,  Mo.:  Harry  Hagen. 

74—  Chicago,  111.:  A.  D.  Yoder. 
7=;— Baltimore.  Md. :  T.  P  Boyd. 


78— Hartlord,  t  onn. .  A.  E.  Boudreau. 
80— Charleroi,  Pa.:  L.  H.  Bage. 
85 — Elizabeth,  N.  J.:  Jas.  M.  TcmpK 

87—  Reading,  Pa.:  11.  b.  Brubaker. 

88—  Oakland,  Calif.:  Carl  S.  Toll. 

97—  Toronto,  Ont. :  H.  R.  Weller. 

98 —  Stockton,  Calif. :  Joseph  Lane. 

99 —  I^ynn,  Mass. :  Earl  Conrad. 

102—  Newark,  N.  J.:  John  J.  Voliden 

103—  Chicago  Heights,  ill.:  Geo.  F.  Michael 

104—  Seattle,  Wash.:  Walter  Turner. 
106— Plainfield,  N.  J.:  Harry  Swarlz. 

109 —  Sacramento,  Calif.:  C.  C.  Allen. 

110 —  Kankakee,  111.:  Frank  Erzinger. 

111 —  Madison,  Wis.:  R.  P.  Landers. 

114 —  Rockford,  111.:  Jolui  Giesey. 

115 —  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa:  F.  A.  Canfield. 

120—  Schenectady,  N.  Y. :  Arthur  Dmsmore 

121—  Aurora,  111. :  A.  J.  Plant. 

123 — Brockton,  Mass. :  J.  J.  Reagan. 

125 —  Waterbury,  Conn. :  F.  J.  Duphiney. 

126 —  Canton,  Ohio  :  Sylvester  James. 

127 —  El  Paso,  Texas :  Raymond  Knapp. 

136—  Omaha,  Nebr. :  A.  F.  Kurth. 

137 —  Portland,  Maine :  Guy  Bergh. 
140— Dallas,  Texas:  F.  C.  Bray. 

142 —  Waltham,  Mass.:  Frank  C.  l^urke 

143—  Paterson,  N.  J.:  Sal  Maso. 
151— Syracuse,  N.  Y. :  B.  J.  Wales. 
lS2_White  Plains,  N.  Y. :  A.  A.  Pelletiei 
166— Albany,  N.  Y. :  Alton  Clother,  Jr. 
168 — Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. :  John  Conway. 
171 — Lorain,  Ohio:  W.  S.  Limes. 

173— Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.:  Knud  Aggcrliohn 
185— Wicliita,  Kan.:  J.  C.  Prothero. 
190 — Minneapolis,  Minn.:  W^alter  Frank 
192 — Galesburg,  111. :  O.  F.  Larson. 
197— Rock  Island,  111.:  0.scar  Lundeen. 

202 —  Champaign,  III. :  Wm.  F.  Betz. 

203—  Springfield,  Mo.:  Harry  T.  Miller 

204—  Ashtabula,  Ohio:  J.  F.  McDermott 
209— La  Salle,  111. :  August  M.  Liessc. 

215 —  New  Haven,  Conn.:  John  Malone 

216—  Mobile,  Ala.:  W.  C.  Rowbottom. 
222— Danville,  111.:  Jos  F.  Will 

224 —  Houston,  Texas:  H.  H.  Fairhank-- 

225 —  Kenosha,  Wis. :  Jesse  Ruth. 

226—  Yonkers,  N.  Y. :  David  Christie 
228 — Tulsa,  Okla. :  J.  G.  Garrison. 

232—  Racine,  Wis. :  M.  J.  Kurth. 

233—  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. :  A.  Kcegan 

234 —  Atlanta,  Ga. :  Jack  Bailey. 

238— Albuquerque,  N.  M. :  J.  R.  Churchill 

243—  Santa  Rosa,  Calif.:  L.  II  Kloske 

244 —  BrookhTi,  Kings-Queens.  N  Y 

William  Cohen. 
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Ix)cal  No. 

246 — Lowell,  Mass. :  Geo.  F.  Chase. 
250 — Morristown,  N.  J. :  Frank  Gallagher. 
254 — New  Bedford,  Mass. :  A.  A.  Laplante, 
262 — Nashville,  Tenn. :  J.  V.  Henry. 
268— San  Rafael,  Calif. :  J.  O.  Dahl. 
272 — Zanesville,  Ohio :  John  E.  Wilson, 

278—  San  Mateo,  Calif.:  H.  J.  Skelley. 

279—  Joplin,  Mo.:  J.  P.  Ready. 

286 — Stamford,  Conn. :  Harry  Johnson. 
295 — Erie,  Pa. :  H.  Salzman. 
299 — Sheboygan,  Wis. :  Leroy  Kapp. 
302— Vallejo.  Calif. :  L.  E.  Prink. 

308—  New  York,  N.  Y. :  F.  Quinto. 

309—  Jamestown,  N.  Y. :  C.  R.  Ross. 
311 — Amarillo,  Texas.:  R.  A.  Teed. 
313 — Columbia,  Mo. :  K.  C.  Stroup. 
336 — Quincy,  111. :  Brj'an  Fredrickson. 

344 —  Lafayette,  Ind. :  Theo.  Koeppen. 

345—  Miami,  Fla. :  A.  J.  Miller. 

346 —  Asbury  Park,  N.  J. :  C.  A.  Johnson. 
348— Manchester,  N.  H. :  Wm.  P.  Cook. 
359- — Providence,  R.  I. :  John  Trojan. 
378— Marion,  111. :  C.  C.  Seats. 

386— Newburgh,  N.  Y. :  Walter  Hignight. 
388— Green  Bay.  Wis.:  F.  H.  Wright. 
392 — Elmira,  N.  Y. :  Henry  Warren. 
401 — Allentown,  Pa. :  Harry  Sassaman. 
403— Norfolk,  Va. :  Alex.  Robinson. 
407— Austin,  Texas.:  N.  L.  Smith. 
413— Norvvalk,  Conn.:  J.  W.  Hull. 
424 — Big  Spring,  Texas :  Tack  Goodgion. 

428—  Ponca  City,  Okla. :  T.  L.  Maddock. 

429 —  Harrisburg,  Pa. :  R.  R.  Shepler. 
431 — Mansfield,  Ohio:  E.  L.  Zartman. 
435 — Shreveport,  La. :  M.  W.  Walkup. 
439— Windsor,  Ont. :  Thos.  Priestly. 

442—  Santa  Cruz,  Calif. :  J.  R.  Griffin. 

443 —  Steubenville,  Ohio :  W.  C.  Chappell. 
446— Elgin,  111. :  P.  J.  Hickey. 

455— W.  Palm  Beach,  Fla.:  C.  M.  Haefner. 
463— Salinas,  Calif.:  E.  K.  Rhodes. 

492—  Philadelphia,  Pa. :  W.  Hughes. 

493 —  Warren,  Pa. :  Peter  Pawlak. 

494—  St.  Louis,  ATo.  :  Donald  E.  Saville. 

DISTRICT  and  STATE  COUNCILS 

Buckeye  State  Council — E.  Vanderhoff. 
Capital  District  Council — John  L.  Quante. 
Central   New  Jersey  District   Council — Lewis 

Beekman,  Jr. 
Central    New    York    District    Council — E.  J 

Roberts. 

Florida   East    Coast    District    Council — James 
Wayman 


Golden  Gate  District  Council — Wm.  D.  Marden. 
Greater  New  York  District  Council — 
H.  Spillane. 

Greater    St.    Louis    District   Council — Horace 
G.  Stroup. 

Hoosier  State  Council — George  A.  Anderson. 
Hudson   Valley   District   Council — George  A. 
Gallivan. 

Illinois  State  Council — George  T.  Moore. 
Kansas  City  and  St.  Joseph  District  Council — 

William  E.  Conniff. 
Lake  Erie  District  Council — A.  Nicholson. 
Massachusetts  State  Council — Jolin  P.  Cook. 
Mississippi  Valley  District  Council — Harry 

Baldwin. 

Missouri  State  Council — Raymond  McDonald. 
New  Jersey  District  Council — John  Budd. 
Northern  New  Jersey  District  Council — John 
Desposito. 

New  York  State  Council — John  J.  Langan. 
Nutmeg  State  Council — John  Dunn. 
Ozarks  District  Council — L.  C.  Brown. 
Southern  Ohio  District  Council — Ira  Koble. 
Tidewater  District  Council — John  Ross. 
Tri-State  District  Council — Lionel  Brodeur. 
Westchester  District  Council — Leonard  Klink. 
Western  New  York  District  Council— C.  M. 

Bongiovanni. 
West  Penn  District  Council — H.  F.  Thompson. 
175  Delegates 

Of  the  above  number,  the  following  Dele- 
gates could  not  attend : 

Local  No. 

9— Washington,  D.  C. :  W.  W.  Wallace. 
68— Denver,  Colo.:  J.  H.  Mitchell. 
115 — Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa:  Fred  Canfield. 
137— Portland,  Me. :  G.  Bergh. 
238— Albuquerque,  N.  M. :  J.  R.  Churchill. 
272 — Zanesville,  Ohio :  J.  E.  Wilson. 
428— Ponca  City,  Okla.:  J.  L.  Maddock. 
443 — Steubenville,  Ohio:  R.  C.  Chappell. 
455_W.  Palm  Beach,  Fla. :  C.  M.  Haefner. 
Kansas   City  and   St.   Joseph,   Mo.,  District 
Council — W.  E.  Conniff. 

The  following  Delegates'  Credentials  were  at 
first  rejected,  but  later  accepted.  Those  not 
present  are  so  marked : 

Local  No. 

57 — Binghamton,  N.  Y. :  H.  Sternberg  (not 

present). 
80— Charleroi,  Pa. :  L.  H.  Bage. 
151 — Syracuse,  N.  Y. :  E.  H.  Farmer  (not 
present). 
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Local  No. 

168 — Wilkt-s  liai  ii',  I'u.  ,  Jdlin  i  iin\\a\. 
J.58-Albiunicniuc,  \.   M.:  j.   K.  (.InnvhiP 

(not  present). 
-Na.shville,  Tciiii.  :   J.    \.  Ilnnx 

pre  .sen  I ) . 
l-:ric,  Pa,  :   1 1.  Sal/man. 
29')-  Sheboygan,  Wis. :  Lcro.v  Kapp. 
40.5— Norfolk,  \'a. :  Ak-.\  Rohinson. 
431    -ATansficld,  Ohio:  1-'..  1..  /arlman  (lUii 

present). 

Id.i    Salinas,  Calif.  :  1- ,  K.  Kliculo. 
4'L'    I'liiladclpliia,  I'a.  :  Waller  lln-lies. 

Tin-  following  Alternate  L)elegales'  (  reden- 
lials  \\er('  accepted,  and  they  were  therefore 
seated  : 

Local  \'o. 

2--Cleveland,  (Jhio ;  Ben  Hardy. 

4 — Scranton,  Pa. :  Michael  Cleary. 
20— Springfield,  111.:  M.  E.  Hamilt.m 
36 — Peoria,  111. :  Martin  Moraii. 


Local  No. 

46 — New  York  City,  N.  \ . :  \\.  \.  l  inn. 
53 — Pliiladelitliia,  I'a.:  Ami!  Zeidler. 

73—  St.  Louis,  .\lo. :  J.  B.  Ahcarn. 

74 —  Chicago,  111.:  L.  L.  Lindsaj-,  jr. 
97— Toronto,  Onl.:  A.  C.  Hart. 

110 — Kankakee,  111.:  CTias.  Harris. 
120— Schenectadv,  .\'.  Y .  :  lulward  Hunt. 
123 — l?rockton,  .Mass.:  los.  li.  Lnglish. 
137 — Portland,  Me.— Jos  Loubier.* 
202— Champaign,  111:  O.  K.  Roberts. 
233 — Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. :  John  H.  Hopson. 
244 — Brooklyn,  Kings-Queens,  N.  Y. :  Frank 
Ingrassia. 

308 — New  York,  N.  Y. :  Chas.  Mussarra. 

311 — Amarillo,  Texas — C.  H.  McKitn. 

492— Philadelphia,  Pa. :  W.  A.  Bartholomew 
Hudson  Valley  District  Council — Jos.  M.  Kioes 
Illinois  State  Council — Chas.  Quanstruni. 
Massachusetts  State  Council — Chas.  H.  .SimiKon 
Missi^-sipj)!  \'a11e\'  District  (  Oniicil    (  rco. 

.Schaefer. 


*.'\cted  as  Delegate  in  absence  of  Cin  HervJi. 
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SESSIONS  p^^^. 

Muntlax.       A.M.  Scplcinhcr  11,  19.^'^  „  „  3 

I'M.   _  .„  31 

ruf:.da\,       A.M.  Scplcmi)cr  \2,  VW.   32 

P.M.                            -  -  -  -  -  „  52 

Wednesday,  A.M.  September  13,  1939    90 

P.M.   -   105 

■riuir.-day,    A.M.  SciJtember  I  I,  1939   120 

I'riday,        A.M.  September  1.5,  1939   142 

T'.M.   149 

ADDRESSES 

l\e\.  Ikriiard  A.  Quimi,  Iinocalioii  „   3 

( leoige  Mcany,  President  N.  Y.  State  Federation  of  Labor: 

.\ddress  of  Welcome   4 

Leonard  Klink,  Westchester  District  Council : 

Address  of  Welcome   _   6 

ii'.Mirv  Warren,  President  N.  Y.  State  Council : 

Address  of  Welcome    7 

Charles  Wills,  Chicago  l-Y'deration  News   7 

.las.  C.  Qtiinn,  Secretary  Central  Trades      I^abor  Council  of  (Greater  New  \or]<   12 

Chas.  E.  Sinnegan,  Secretary  N.  Y.  Central  Label  Coniniitlee   13 

Earl  McMahon,  Secretary-Treasurer  Chica.go  I5uil(lin,!;  &  Construction  Trades  Council   3K 

Jas.  Wilson,  American  Commissioner  to  International  Labor  Oflice — (ienexa,  .S\\it/.erlan(l  59 

David  Brooks,  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  ("ompanv   118 

Chaplain  A.  Hamilton  Nesbitt,  Invocation   120 

The  Hon,  l-"iorello  H.  l^aGuardia,  Mayor  of  New  York   120 

Thos.  Murray,  N.  Y.  Building  &  Construction  Trades  Council  -   123 

lames  Knoud,  Representing  President  Wm.  Green,  American  Federation  of  Labor   138 

Marland  S.  Wolf,  U.  S.  Gjpsuni  Company   143 

Ray  C.  Kirkpatrick,  Public  Works  Administration   145 

C.  T.  Clark,  Metal  Lath  Manufacturers  Association   147 

Mrs.  Leroy  Wilson,  President  Ladies  .Auxiliary,  Illinois  State  Council   176 

REPOKl  OF  OFFICERS 

General  President  -   17 

Executive  Council    41 

General  .Secretary-Treasm"er   6.1 

COMMITTEES 

Credentials   _   17 

Rules  and  Order   37 

General  President's  Report   37 

Executive  Council's  Report   37 

General  Secretary-Treasurer's  Report  and  .'\uditing   37 

Organization  -   37 

Resolutions  and  Law  37,  40 

Grievance  -    -   37 

Education  „  _   37 
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HKI'ORT  OF  (  OMMITTEES 

I'ACL 

CrcdcnliaN   32,  J3,  34,  35,  52,  53,  90,  117 

Rules  and  Order  -       59 

On  I^eport  ol'  General  President  ~   124 

On  Report  of  l".xecutive  Council   105 

On  Report  of  (ieneral  Seeretar\ -Treasurer  and  Auditing   105 

(Organization  64,  lO'i 

( irievance  : 

Resolutions  M,  M  and  .53  (Referred)   149 

-Vppeal  of  Local  67  v>.  Local  102   155 

Resolution  16  (Referred)   159 

Education   -  -   141 

Resolutions  and  Law  (See  Resolutions  Index),  Adopted   190 

RESOLUTIOiNS 

No     1 — Requestuig  the  A.  1-    ol  L.  to  introduce  legislation  and  aiuendini.iitb  to  bioadcu 

coverage  of  Social  Security  Act  _  90 

Adopted  ....  126 

No.    2 — Permanent  International  i.  onventioii  l-'und  based  on  15c  deduction  from  monthly 

I)er  capita  tax   91 

Referred  to  President  and  Executive  Council   127 

.\o.  3 — Repeal  of  \\  oodriim  Amcndnient ;  Re-establishment  of  prevailing  trade  union 
wages  and  conditions  on  Federal  and  Public  Works;  (  ondemnation  of  perse- 
cution of  Minneapolis  W.P.A.  .'^trike  victims   92 

Adopted   128 

No.  4 — Enacting  hederal  legislation  governing  wages  and  hours ;  calling  on  the  A.  l"".  of  L. 

to  request  Li.      Congress  to  launch  l^uhlic  Works  and  Housing  Programs   93 

Ado])ted  as  Amended   130 

No.    5 — Ameniling  .Section  17,^    94 

Adopted   130 

No.    6 — Levjing  (  omenlion  l  iiml  Assessment  of  $2.00  per  niember  per  year  to  replace 

former  Section  200   „   94 

Referred  to  General  President  and  Executive  Council  127 
No.    7— Amending  Section  99  to  [jrovide  for  issuance  of  State  Council  Charters  to  cover 

two  or  three  states  _   94 

Non-concurred   130 

No.    8 — Amending  Section  98  to  read  "150  miles"  instead  of  "100  miles"   94 

Adopted   131 

No.    9 — Prcniding  for  placing  of  an  irrevocable  fine  of  $500.  on  members  joining  C.LO.  95 

Non-concurred  

No.  10 — Redndion  in  oflicers'  salaries;  abolition  of  Section  93   95 

Non-concurred   163 

No.  11 — Pension  Fund  paying  $30.  monthly  to  members  60  years  of  age  who  are  25  3ears 

or  more  in  good  standing   95 

Non-concurred   131 

No.  12 — Exemption  from  dues  and  tax  for  luembers  60  years  of  age  who  are  25  years 

or  more  in  good  standing.   95 

Non-concurred   180 

No.  1,3 — Election  of  International  Otiicers  to  be  held  not  later  than  afternoon  session  of 

fifth  day  of  Convention    95 

.Adopted   132 

No.  14 — Controlling  of  work  (where  bids  have  been  advertised)  by  older  local  where  new 

local  is  established  „    90 

.Adopted   132 
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  Pack 

Xq.  15 — Amending  Seclion  106  to  read  "18  years"  iusiiail  of  •!()  in  suucs  where 

"'7              State  Law  governs  Ht;e  of  l)o>  s  starting  work  _   % 

.' '                                                                                Ailupted  as  Amended™   1,^.^ 

"Kp.  16 — Local  19's  recinest  to  Grievance  Committee  lo  lia\e  Section  4  enforced  re — 

■-      territorial  jurisdiction  between  Locals  19  and  74  _._   96 

Sec  ("rrievance  (.'oinmittee's  Rejjort   139 

X'o.  17 — Endorsemint  ol  work  and  principles  of  I nliriiational  I.alior  Organization   96 

Adopted   ]iS 

No,  18— Territorial  Latlurs  Council   „   07 

Withdrawn   163 

■No.  19— Consitlering  formation  of  alliance  with  oilier  I nUriiational  Unions  to  ward  olf 

vil               encroachment  on  jurisdictional  rij^hts   ')7 

Ivefcrred  to  iC\ecutive  C  ouncil  

Mo.  20— Welding  „  „     97 

Adoi)ted  1J4,  141 

Xo.  21 — .Amending  Section  148,  1)\  changing  word  "lifteen"  to  "fixe"  _   97 

-Adopted   135 

Xo.  22-— .Amending  Section  58  re —  wage  ^cak■s  •an<l  iuri>diction  of  existing  locals  98,  135 

Adopted  as  Amended   182 

Xo.  23— .Amending  Section  133  lo  read  "ti\c-  \cars"  instead  of  "two  \ears"  not  to  change 

the  six-months  status  of  new  members  _   98 

Withdrawn   163 

Xo.  24 — .\doption  of  Metal  I.alhiu'j,  and  l-'iu-riug  t  ode     98 

\dopted  as  Amended.   136 

Xo.  2.5 — Representation  in  Washington  to  look  after  jurisdictional  interests  before  Build- 
ing &  Construction  Tiades  l)epartnienl   08 

Referred  to  General  President    137 

.Xo.  26 — \mending  Section  83  to  |)ro\ide  \ov  paid-up  nienil)crship  for  members  30  years 

in  good  standing    ou 

.X  on-concurred   180 

Xo.  27 — C'lassiiication  of  KnaK  ^et   up  where  a  local  alreadv   e.\i>ts  to  be  known  a-. 

"Class-Ii  LocaK"   00 

Non-concurred   137 

.Xo.  28 — Members  lo  refii--e  to  fabricate  or  erect  niateriaU  which  are  not  manufactured 

in  the  C.  S   00 

.\dopled  as  .\mcndcd   137 

Xo.  20 — Data  to  be  gathered  by  International  (  )irice  co\i  ring  all  metal  acoustical  specialties  99 

Adopted   138 

N'O.  30 — Incorporation    in    jiroceedinL;-;    ol     .\greenient    and    SuiJplemenlarN-  Agreement 

.1.              entered  into  between  LocaU  -If)  an.l  308,  October  15,  1935   100 

Withdrawn  149-155 

Xo.  31  — Elimination  of  Class- 15  Local  System   100 

Referred  to  General  President  and  Executive  Council   183 

No  32 — Incorporation  in  proceedings  of  Agreement  entered  into  October  15,  1935  between 

Locals  46  and  308   100 

Witlidrawn  149-155 

.Xo  33 — Incorporation  in  proceedings  of  Agreement  entered  into  between  Locals  46  and 

308,  October  15,  1936   101 

Withdrawn  149-155 

No.  34 — Amending  .Section  176    101 

Referred  to  Exccuti\-c  Council   187 

No.  35 — Election  of  International  Ofliccrs  to  be  held  not  later  than  afternoon  session  of 

,  I  r             fifth  day  of  Convention   101 

.\dopted   132 

No.  36 — .Amending  Section  166  to  read  "18  Near--"  in'^tcad  of  "16  \cars"  iu  ■states  where 

State.  Law  governs  age  of  boys  starting  work   101 

Piled  (See  Rcsobitinn  15)   187 
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\'<).  .17-  (  (iiiliolling  ol'  uorU   (uIiltc  l)ids  lia\c  la-cii  advertised)  liy  older  loral  when- 

new  loeal  is  e'>laljlislieil  -  -  -   lOJ 

Filed  (Sec  Resolution  14)   187 

rrinidiii.i.;  loi  lu4diii'.j  iil   1''42  ( "oiiveiil ion  in  ('ity  of  Chicago     102 

Withclravvn   187 

.\'o.         AiiK'ndiiiK  Seelioii  M)  to  lead  "twelve"  1  leiieral  X'iee-l'resideiils   102 

Adopted  „  162 

.\o.  41)     Xiiiiiidiiit;  Section  170  to  include  oiil\  a  foreman  „  102 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   187 

.\o.  41     l-.xteusion  of  .Section  106  from  October  1,          t..  October  1,  1940   103 

Adopted   190 

\u.  42 — ln^tructions  to  Organizers  re--  proniolioual  acli\ities   lOJ 

Referred  to  General  President  and  Executive  Council   187 

Xo.  43— I'Jection  of  a  Canadian  Organizer  representing  L.  T.  U   103 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   188 

jS[o.  44 — Amending  Section  171  to  read  "two  years"  „  _   104 

Adopted  as  Corrected   189 

W)  43 — Xmeuding  Section  176  tu  include  onl\'  a  foreman  or  superintendent   104 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   187 

N'o.  46 — Pa\inent  of  50%  of  expenses  of  State  Business  Representative  where  State 

Council  is  organized  for  at  least  five  years     104 

Xon-concurred   189 

Xo.  47 — Exemption  from  dues  and  tax  co\cring  members  in  good  standing  for  a  period 

of  30  .\ears  or  o\'er   104 

Referred  to  Execuli\e  Council   180 

Xo.  48 — Extension  of  $  .2.^  assessment   104 

Adopted  as  Amended   163 

No.  49 — Amending  Section  176   183 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   187 

Xo.  SO— Afldition  to  Section  IIJ   189 

Non-concurred   189 

\'o.  .SI — Paid-u])  Certificate  for  m^  nibers  65  \ears  of  age  with  20  \ears  good  standing,  etc.  179 

Referred  to  Executi\e  Council   180 

No.  52 — /Vmending  Paragraph   (h)   Section  3S   189 

Adopted   190 

Other  Rcisoliilions  Adopted 

To  maintain  U.  S.  Nentralit>-  140,  194 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  Officers  and  Members  of  Local  46  and  affiliated  Locals  for  magnificent 

entertainment  program    190 

Recommending  letter  re —  Donation  for  Minneapolis  \\  .P.A.  victims   193 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS 

Page  1 63 

NEXT  CONVENTION  CITY 

Page  176 

LIST  OF  DELEG.4TES 
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